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RADIO VS. SIXTH COLUMN 


| Show Biz to Forefront, Again |7{) QFFSET |} &. {Still Complain That H’wood Makes 
, touts mewnicnon any wary mantresean | (COL ATINWNCTC! §— Too Few Hard-Hitting War Films 


to raise in their impending drives will be provided by show business. 
, 
Norman Corwin Going to ROGERS ’ R., P REFERS 























It is estimated that the entertainment industry will pour more than 
$4,000,000 into the two emergency funds within the next two months, 
It is hoped to get about $3,000,000 in collections in theatres and the 
rest from various other sources, including the Hollywood Victory 











Washington, May 12. 
Criticism of Hollywood’s slowness 








Caravan, ' 


Among pledges made was one by some 400 carnival operators meet- 


ing in New York last Thursday (7). 
overall gross—including sideshows—every 
The 20,000 swimming pools in the United States will likewise 


season. 


They promised 10% of their 
Wednesday during the 


give 10% of their Wednesday receipts. 
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Despite Tire ‘in’ Gas Shortages 
Resort Band Bookings Stull OK 


Transportation problems don’t 
SoE-te.bs Hurtigg haae at rages 
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important summer holiday stretches. 
Booking agencies report that so far 
there are more bids for talent than 
there are bands available to fill them. 
Most of the promoters are in the area 
which will be affected by the gas 
rationing plan, which goes into effect 
Friday (15). 

It’s asserted that, while the pro- 
moters of one-nighters and location 
stands are willing to gamble on the 
possibility of being blitzed out of a 
bankroll by risking high guarantees 
for bands, bandleaders themselves 
aren’t in the mood to take a chance. 

Amusement resorts along the coast 
seem to be going ahead with booking 
plans, too. Convention Hall, Asbury 
Park, N. J., begins Saturday night 
operation May 30 with Woody Her- 
man. Berkeley-Carteret hotel, a 
same resort, also expects to use a 
band. Atlantic City’s Steel Pier 
doesn’t seem to have been stopped 
much by the dimout. Cavalier Beach 
Club, Virginia Beach, Va., opens May 
16 with McFarland Twins band. 


Bernie Says Show Biz 
Getting Bouquets For 
Its Part in War Effort 


Washington, May 12. 

Ben Bernie, who has been on a 
Buy-a-Bomber tour through the 
south, making some joint appear- 
ances with Dorothy Lamour, says 
the show business is getting plenty 
of bows from civic officials and im- 
portant lay people because of its 
war effort. Bernie pointed out that 
at a Buy-a-Bomber Ball in Atlanta 
recently, with some 10,000 in attend- 
ance, Governor Talmadge of Georgia, 
the Mayor of that city and other 
important personages made it a 
point to single out the show world 
for kudos for -ts pat iotism. 

Bernie, who has acquired some 
face fur, making him look like a 
cross between Groucho Marx and a 
Spanish villain, leaves New York to- 
day (Wednesday) with Al Jolson for 
the Army-Navy Relief Show in 
Frisco May 19. 
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FILIPINO SOPRANO 





Chicago, May 12. 

Bookings of Enya Gonzalez, Philip- 
pine-born soprano, have doubled 
since the fall of Bataan. The singer 
now has some 25 dates set for her 
fall tour, and she is being sold at 
$500 per. 

She has no word from her two 


brothers who were fighting with the 


American forces in the Philippines 
before it fell. 


QT. FILM LABOR 
CONFAB WITH 
C10 PREZ 


Very hush-hush confab of four 
top industry execs with Philip Mur- 








ray, CIO prez, was held in New 
York last Wednesday (6). Film of- 
ficials at the lengthy huddle were 


Wendell Willkie, chairman of the 
board of 20th-Fox; Spyros Skouras, 
prez of 20th; Nicholas M. Schenck, 
prez of Loew’s, Inc., and Jack Cohn, 
exec v.p. of Columbia. 

Agreement was made by those at- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Metro’s Office Boy, 17, 
A Refugee, Has a Real 
Life ‘Sister and I’ Saga 


Metro’s eastern story department, 
which maintains a virtual 24-hour 
vigil or new script material, had 
the elements of a screenplay set 
practically in its lap last week with 
the acquisition of a new office boy, 
Ernest Stock. He’s virtually ‘My 
Sister and I’ in the flesh, a German 
refugee who arrived in New York 


(Continued on page 54) 














London to Produce Pro- 
British Series for Short- 
wave to America — BBC 
to CBS for Hookup—Pro- 
grams Also Support Russia 





ENGLAND LIKED ‘WAR’ 





Norman Corwin will probably fly 
to England in three or four weeks 
to write and produce a series of 
programs to be short-waved to the 
U. S. for broadcast by CBS. Idea is 


being spread in this country. Ac- 
cording to tentative plans, Corwin 
would take over an unselected name 
actor, probably a film star, to be 
narrator. Other programs are re- 
ported in preparation to oppose 
anti-Russian propaganda and simi- 
lar isolationist agitation in the U. S. 
These shows are aimed at the agi- 


tators whom President Roosevelt 
labels the ‘sixth column.’ Numer- 
ous pro-Russian themes have also 


been noted recently on various Gov- 
ernment and network-presented war 
shows. 

CBS and the British Broadcasting 
Co, are negotiating and an agreement 
is expected to be reached this week. 
According to tentative plans, Cor- 
win would remain in England a 
minimum of eight weeks, probably 
doing a couple of other assignments 
when he finishes the regular short- 
wave series for CBS. He’s slated to 
join the CBS writer-producer staff 


(Continued on page 18) 


U.S. FLIERS SEEK 





A THEME SONG 





Army Air Corps officers have 
sought the help of the Songwriters 
Protective Assn. in securing a pair 
of capable songwriters willing to 
join that branch of the service, ab- 
sorb its language, traditions, etc., 
and work out melodies dedicated to 
the glories of the Air Corps. 

Air men feel that the Army, Navy 
and Marines’ theme melodies are in- 
valuable for morale purposes. They 
think the Air Corps should have 
them, too. 





SNAKE EYES 
Hollywood, May 12. 
Auctioneer will knock down the 
Dunes, most colorful Palm Springs 
spot, to the highest bidder. 
Government is. demanding 
coin, 


tax 


SOLDIERING TO FILMS 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Will Rogers, Jr., enters the officers 
training camp at Fort Sill, Okla., 
this week to study for a second 
lieutenant’s commission, passing up 
an opportunity to play the character 
of his father in ‘The Story of Will 
Rogers’ at Warners, Studio execs 
said his tests for the role were high- 
ly satisfactory, but the young man 
declared his present ambition is to 
be a soldier. 

His neighbors in Beverly Hills 
want Rogers to run for Congress. If 
he accepts, he will be an absentee 
candidate. Meanwhile, his printing 
eet "éexly newspaper will be 
vperated by his staff. 


CANTEEN MAY 
GET RADIO 
SPONSOR 


American Theatre Wing has a 
couple sponsors nibbling on the idea 
it has proposed for New York paral- 
lel to the Screen Actors Guild-Gulf 
radio show originating on the Coast. 
It is hoped to get enough coin for 
the show to keep the Wing’s Stage 
Door Canteen going in New York and 
open an adjunct to it, inasmuch as 
it is now so crowded each night, and 
to establish similar canteens in other 
cities. 

ATW has offered agencies two al- 
ternatives for the radio show, both 











of which entail top names of the | 


theatre donating their time for guest 
appearances, similarly to the way 
film stars do for the Gulf program. 
One would be a straight studio show, 
while the other, which has aroused 
the greater interest, would originate 
from the Stage Door Canteen. 
Latter plan would have pro names 
(Confinued on page 45) 


Cleveland Plane Plant 
Staggers Dance-Revue 
For 3 Shifts of Workers 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Problem of keeping defense work- 
ers entertained is being worked out 
by Thompson Products Co., airplane 
parts manufacturers, in the form of 
a three-day marathon dance and 
floor show for its three shifts of 
employees. 

Jack Horowitz, bandmaster and 











(Continued on page 48) 





in getting started on a program of 
real, hard-hitting war features— 
which had died down with announce- 
ment recently of the 26 shorts Hol- 
lywood would make at the sugges- 
tion of Lowell Mellett—was being 
rev'ved this week. Observers in and 
out of the industry expressed disap- 
pointment that there wasn’t more 
evidence from Hollywood that it 
was really ramming a load into the 
breech of its powerful gun. 

They pointed as part of the reason 
for their disappointment to the titles 
of some 100 or so pictures with ‘war’ 
themes or background which have 
recently been released, are in pro- 
duction or are scheduled. Virtually 
all are on romantic or adventure 
lines, indicating.frivolous treatmert 


fof the war and little likelihood **at 


they will mean anything in promot- 
ing the needed spirit of fight and 
self-sacrifice in the United States. 

On the other hand, there was some 
jubilance among those interested in 
seeing more realistic handling of the 
war by Hollywood in preview re- 
ports of 20th-Fox’s ‘This Above All.’ 
From advance heraldings, the pic- 
ture demonstrates once again that a 
strong propaganda’ message can be 
meshed with strong entertainment 
content to provide a film that not only 
will be of value to the war effort, 
but reap a tremendous b.o. harvest 
as well. 

Part of the disappointment in the 
general effort is the faet that only 
one of the 30 or so ideas presented 
to Hollywood about qa month ago by 
Mellett, Coordinator of Government 
Films, has been picked up for a fea- 
ture. It had been hoped by Mel- 
lett and others that although the 


(Continued on page 18) 





Lily Pons in ‘Regiment’ 
Opera If Vichy Doesn’t 
Make France Our Enemy 


Hollywood, May 12. 

The Walter Surovy and’Rudy Polk 
concert agency is carrying on nego- 
tiations with Columbia Pictures for 
Lily Pons on a proposed deal to film 
‘The Daughter of the Regiment’, 
which, if put through, will be the 
first complete opera ever filmed in 
this country. Rights to the Donizetti 
score are in the public domain, and 
the film, if made, will be done in 
English. 

The comic opera has been one of 
the most successful of the Metro- 
politan Opera revivals during the 
past two seasons. Miss Pons and 
Columbia are more or less agreed 
on terms, but Columbia is hesitating 
due to the present unsettled situa- 
ticn with the Vichy government 
since Columbia does not want to be 
in the position of filming an opera 
glorifying the French army should 
we be forced into war with Vichy 
France 
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Weber and Fields Died Hoping 
Hollywood Would Film-Biog Them 





Joe Weber died hoping—as did his 
partner, Lew Fields—that one of the 
studios in Hollywood would produce 
a biographical musical based on the 
life and careers of Weber and Fields. 
Weber went to the Coast five years 
ago in hopes that with both himself 
and his partner, Lew Fields, in Hol- 
lywood, his lifelong ambition would 
be realized. He arrived at a time 
when the biographical film was in 
favor. But though many musical 
biogs were made, the Weber and 
Fields yarn, which hac been written 
and presented to everal studios, was 
never filmed. 

Weber was at one time or another 
reputed to be worth $500,000, his 
holding in the West End theatre on 
125th street, near Eighth avenue, 
N. Y., constituting his major asset. 
His equity in this property had 
dwindled to a low point by the time 
he died. 

According to intimates, Weber's 
bubbling good humor was a trait 
which he carried with him from the 
stage into private life. It saved him 
in many a tight situation which 
caused many another showmen, in a 
simila- spot, to collapse. 

Famed ‘Open Table’ 


From around 1910 to the time he 
went to the Coast in 1937, the Weber 
and Fields ‘open table’ in the Hunt- 
ing Room of the astor Hotel was 
one of the meeting places of the 
eognoscenti of the show world. This 
was where Weber held court for 
close to 27 years, often planning his 
routines and musical productions on 
the Hunting Room tablecloths. 

Sometimes: there would be as 

(Continued on page 54) 


Joe Weber, at 74, Dies 9 
Months After Lew Fields 


Nine months after the death of his 
former partner, Lew Fields, who also 
passed away on the Coast, Joe Weber 
died in Los Angeles Sunday (10), 
having been ill about two months 
Friends say that ‘Mike’ of the Weber 
& Fields duo had been on the down 
grade ever since the passing of 
“Myer.’ The ‘Dutch’ comedians, who 
were popular laugh-makers at the 
turn of the century both sought the 
milder climate of California after a 
lifetime in New York and the road. 
Weber was 74. 

Weber & Fields Music Hall, al 
Broadway and 29th street, was the 
forerunner of fabulous revues by 
showmen in the Times Square thea- 
tre zone, Despite the reputation of 
such concoctions as ‘Fiddle-de-Dee,’ 
‘Hoity Toity,’ and a flock of other 
musical travesties, the comedian- 
managers did not make real. money 
at the Music Hall, which developed 
such names of the times as David 
Warfield, Lillian Russell, Sam Ber- 








nard, William Collier, Fay Temple- | 


ton, Elsie Janis, Marie Dressler, Anna 
Held, Lew Dockstadter, Nora Bayes, 
Blanche Ring. 

When the team split, around 1904, 
Weber stepped out to win a fortune 
with a drama called ‘The Climax’ 

(Continued on page 54) 


Could It Be the Free 
Beer Gives Milwaukee 





The Edge Over Chi? 


Milwaukee, May 12. 


With show business booming along | 


the main stem and weekends par- 
ticularly hitting new high spots suc- 
cessively, theatre execs are unani- 
mous in agreeing that the steadily 
increasing influx of soldiers and 
sailors from Ft. Sheridan and the 
Great Lakes training station is large- 
ly responsible. Although both these 
big camps are in Illinois, the men in 
uniform seem to prefer Milwaukee's 
hospitality to that of Chicago, and 
from 5,000 to 6,000 of them stream 
into Beer Town for their weekend 
holiday leave. 

‘Personally I have talked with 
scores of the boys in the last few 
weeks,’ said one theatre head, ‘and, 
without exception, they express a 
preference for Milwaukee over the 
Windy City. Every weekend it’s like 
the fleet’s in and the holiday mood 
is on. We give out a lot of tickets 
through the USO office, but the ma- 


.jority don’t even bother to pick them 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Sun Is Their Doing 


Hollywood, May 12, 

Exultant shrieks of ‘hosannah’ 
pass for the greeting between 
Jimmie Fidler and Dinah Shore 
when their paths cross on days 
that the California sun is really 
doing its stuff. 

So sez Fidler, air salesman for 
Atrid (body deodorant), whose 
competing line (Mum) is carried 
by the sultry Miss Shore. 


‘$16,000 Folk Dance Gate 
_ Proves There’s Plenty Of 


Coin in Corn, Even in N.Y. 











There's still plenty of coin in corn, 
| judging by the $16,000 take, Monday 
| (11) at Madison Square Garden 
: where more than 24.000 persons at- 
' tended a matinee and evening per- 
| formance of the National Folk Festi- 
| val. From border to border and 
| coast to coast, some 5,000 folk music 
enthusiasts came here to do their 
stuff cuffo, many of them picking 
up traveling fare en route. by small- 
town preview concerts. 

There were dances by Indians 
from New Mexico, folk capers by 


(Continued on page 54) 


Gracie Fields, Jessel  - 
Mebbe, For N. Y. Vauder 


Gracie Fields and possibly also 
George Jessel replace William Gax- 
/ton and Victor Moore as headliners 
|of Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Keep 'Em 
| Laughing’ at the 44th St. theatre, 
N.Y., May 29. Latter have Holly- 
wood commitments. 

Jessel, currently in Chicago, 
where he opened this week, posted 
his notice for ‘High Kickers,’ and 
may preem with Fischer’s vaudery 
two weeks hence if biz doesn’t hold 
up. The management will stage an- 
other ‘opening’ for the occasion, al- 
though most of the acts would hold 
| over including The Bricklayers, The 
|Hartmans and possibly also Hilde~ 
| garde, 

The 44th St. clocked off $20,000 on 
| its second week, but the 46th St. 
| show, Fischer’s first vaude show, 
| ‘Priorities,’ continues to top it with 
around $22,000 take. 

















Chicago, May 12. 
Jessel’s ‘High Kickers’ didn’t get 
ithe critics who were all at ‘Watch 


'on Rhine.’ His Wednesday reviews 
| will determine the show’s local 
chances, 


| 

















Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 


cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


Russian Films 
Will Get Remake, 
Dubbing Others 


Hollywood, May 12. 


American producers will get an 
eyeful of Russian film technique 
threugh Nicholas Napoli, president 
of Artkino, Soviet film distribution 
company for this country, here to 
open an office for better coopera- 
tion between Moscow and Holly- 
wood filmmakers. Among the ob- 
jects of his local organization is the 
remake of old Russe stories and the 
dubbing of English dialog into sev- 
eral new pictures made in Soviet 
studios. 

Among the Russian films due for 
Hollywood editing are ‘Guerrilla 
Brigade,’ ‘In the Rear of the Enemy’ 
and ‘Our Allies.’ In transit, Napoli 
declared, is the most complete docu- 
mentary film of the Russ-Nazi war 
to date, ‘The Rout of the Nazis Be- 
fore Moscow.’ In addition, he said, 
there is a romantic-military feature 
on the way, titled ‘The Girl From 
Leningrad.’ 


No Time for Sassiety 


Hollywood, May 12, 


Wartime change in the public taste 
in film fare caused Ernst Lubitsch to 
shelve his society comedy, ‘Self 
Made Cinderella,’ at 20th-Fox. 

In its place, Lubitsch is readying 
a story of his own, still untitled, in 
collaboration with Samson Raphael- 
son, ' 
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M-G-M’s 


| Universal Pictures 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“Abbott and Costello demonstrate conclusively once more that they 
are the funniest pair in Hollywood.” 
—HOWARD BARNES, New York Herald Tribune. 


Currently on National Release 
~—{n— 
*RIO-RITA’ 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under, Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, May 12. 

Went on a bicycle picnic party and used my new bike with built-in 
midgets—who watched the tires. 

Rode about 20 miles into the country and parked under a weeping wil- 
low tree. After sitting under it for five minutes the tree asked me for 
some Kleenex to dry its tears. 

There’s nothing like getting close to nature. The babbling brook. the 
beautifil trees, the sweet-smelling grass and the five bucks I was fined 
for trespassing. 

Broadway Department 

Jack Waldron knows a fellow who couldn't get a job as social director 
this year—he didn’t know how to milk a cow. 

Joe Frisco knows a fellow who was so mad at the closing of the bur- 
lesque houses he built a runway in his home and makes his wife parade 
up and down it. 

Georgie Jessel knows his year-old daughter has theatrical ambitions, 
The other day she slapped him on the head with a makeup kit. 

Hollywoodiana 

Maxie Rosenbloom tried to join the parachute division, but flunked. 
He couldn’t count the required 10 before you pull the string. 

With actors only making $25,000 a year, their agents will have to take 
in washing as a side-line. 

Ginger Rogers is so crazy about Jean Gabin, the Gaelic lover, she even 
orders French dressing with her ice cream. 

So many young actors are going in the army I wouldn’t be stirprised if 
they cast Wallace Beery as ‘Baby Dumpling’ in the ‘Blondie’ series. 

Music Department 

Johnny Mercer has had such terrific sticcess with his ‘Tangerine’ he’s 
written a sequel, ‘Orange Peel.’ 

Met a traitor the other day. While the hand played ‘Deep In the Heart 
of Texas’ he only clapped three times. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That William Saroyan writes greetings on Christmas cards as a side-line 
....That Wayne King uses molasses as a metronome for his band... .That 
Phil Harris puts his hair up in Jello before retiring... .That they’re making 





Eavesdropped at Biltmore Bowl: 
scarecrows.’ 


Jack and Jill 
Memory’s Garden 
Toyland Revue 


Buy, buy, War Bonds, 
fellow feel a little less mellow. 


a picture about a moth called, “The Flit’s In.’ 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Charley Chan: Clues in the Night . . . Dead-End Kids: Jitter-lugs. 
Observation Department 

Business is so bad with the various nite clubs in town that in order to 
pass the time away the owners take mickeys. 

Eavesdropped at Earl Carroll's: ‘His life was a bed of roses—four roses.’ 

Eavesdropped at Florentine Gardens: ‘She got tired of running her hand 
through his bald pate, so she bought him a toupee.’ 


‘She sets all the latest styles—for 


My brother (the one that ate the stork) has a new racket. He smuggles 
‘Japanese Sandman’ records out of music shops. 
Whatever Became of 


? 





Salt & Pepper 
Snow Black & Cole 
Dalton & Craig 


Afterpiece 
Everytime you buy one you make the yellow 





BLACKOUT ON DRINKS 
TOO, RULING IN CAL. 


Sacramento, May 12. 
Flow of liquor in cafes, niteries 
and other places of public amuse- 
ment ceases simultaneously with the 





flow of electrical juice during black- 
outs, under a new ruling by the 
State Board of Equalization. 

Ban on the sale of drinks in light- 
less emergencies has been turned 
over to the local authorities in their 
respective districts. 


$5,747,650 Potential 
‘Gross’ in U.S. War Bonds 
For Cohan Pic’s Preem 


In accordance with the way seats 
have been laid out and scaled for 
the Hollywood, N. Y., for the bond- 
sale premiere of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ the total ‘gross’ for the 1,- 
560-seater on a sellout will be $5,- 
747,650. Not even for an entire year 
have any grosses exceeded this 
amount, so far as known. 








ranging from $25 up to $25,000 are 
going rapidly, with the probability 
that the entire allotment will be 
completed within a week before the 
preem on May 29. Already over 
$800,000 in bonds has been sold, with 
$25,000 buyers being Al Jolson and 
Al Smith. Names of others are 
being withheld unt‘: later for pub- 
licity purposes, 

The N. Y. Hollywood has _been 
scaled as follows: 88 loge seats at 
$25,000; 88 loge seats at $12,500; 96 
orchestra seats at $12,500; 96 or- 
chestras at $5,000; 184 in orchestra 
at $2,500; 216 at $1,000; 118 at $500; 
100 at $100; 102 at $25; 82 in baRony 
at $100; 132 balcony at $50 and 212 
balcony at $25. 


Warner Bros. is laying out a tre- 
mendous campaign on ‘Dandy,’ 
which will run from $50,000 to $60,- 
000, It will be $35,000 or more in 
the newspapers, ‘10,000 or greater on 
the radio and around $. ,000 on post- 
ing. The U. S. Bond idea is a Mort 





Blumenstock stunt. 


Rhine’ Nix For 
Pulitzer Award 
Cues Bway Talk 


Why the Pulitzér committee passed 
up the legitimate stage this year, 
when it could, in the opinion of 
many, have cited ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ is still a topic of discussion 
among show people. The Lillian 


Hellman drama was presented last 
season but was within the scope of 
the Pulitzer awards, as was ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ which won the 
prize for 1941, although produced 
late in the spring of 1940. ‘Rhine’ 
likewise opened beyond the acknowl- 
edged season. 

Had ‘Rhine’ been recommended 
to the ‘jury’ which makes the 
awards, it would have copped with- 
out doubt, according to inside ad- 
vices. Pulitzer system provides for 
various committees on plays, litera- 
ture, newspaper, novels, etc., to place 
recommendations before the ‘jury.’ 








Seats, allotted to buyers of bonds | 


It’s now clear that the play com- 


| mitte failed to recommend any play, 


(Continued on page 18) 


Queen Louella Must Now 
Share Bows with Hedda 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Quaint old custom of weekly obeis- 
ance to Louella Parsons as undis- 
puted Queen of the Syndicates is no 
longer in vogue among the publicity 
departments of Hollywood. There is 
a rival queen since Hedda Hopper 
broke out with her new contract to 
write news and chitchat of the films 
for Chicago Tribune-New York Daily 
News outfit. 

Once a week the picture flacks had 
been gathering for luncheon at 
Queen Louella’s court to break down 
and tell all, with no other columnist 
in hearing distance. Last week the 








publicity chiefs paid similar homage 
to Miss Hopper, indicating that the 





monopoly on the columnar queen- 
ship of Hollywood is all off. 
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B’WAY DIMOUT 





15 Summer Units, 275 Performers, 
Start USO Camp Tours This Week 








USO-Camp Shows, Inc., starts its 
15 summer units, with more than 275 
performers, on tour of the Army and 
Navy posts throughout the country 
this week. Initial one, ‘Full Speed 
Ahead,’ opens at the Norfolk (Va.) 
Naval Training Station Friday (15), 
and the rest preem between that 
date and June 1. 

Lineup of shows Is similar to the 
24 that CSI had touring the camps 
from last November until a few 
weeks ago. They’re made up mostly 
of faces that will be new to the sol- 
diers and sailors, although there’s a 
generous helping of the same acts 
that have been out. However, those 
that were on the circuit of larger 
camps before are now on the smaller 
camp circuit and vice-versa, so there 
will be little repetition. And those 
that are remaining, naturally, are 
the ones that clicked best. 

One of the changes made has been 
to drop legiters, two of which toured 
during the winter. They’ve been 
eliminated because the shows will 
play outdoors to much larger audi- 
ences than~th®@ cold-weatHer*enter- 
tainment and it is deemed imprac- 
tical for legit. Another change has 
been to add a second all-Negro unit, 
produced by Noble Sissie, as was 
that in the winter lineup. Harlem 
show generally got the biggest re- 
sponse of any on the CSI roster. 

Effort was made by Abe Lastfogel, 


(Continued on page 44) 


Radio Spieler Thinks 
Alfred Lunt Wastes His 
Talent in the Kitchen 


New York. 





Editor, ‘Variety’: 

A favorite story going the rounds 
is of a young sailor who visited the 
Stage Door Canteen and bumped into 
Alfred Lunt. ‘You know, Mr. Lunt,’ 
you-knowed the sailor, ‘I used to 
have acting ambitions and I wanted 
to work with you in the worst way.’ 

‘Okay,’ said Lunt, ‘you can work 
with me know. Suppose you help 
with this garbage,’ and the two of 
them carried the garbage out of the 
back door 

A very nice yarn that paints Mr. 
Lunt as a very human person but 
why, I have been asked, do stars de- 
vote their evenings to emptying gar- 
bage, washing dishes, and serving 
java at the Stage Door Canteen— 
doing the jobs of $5-a-day workers 
when, by the intelligent use of their 
natural talents in their own fields, 
they might earn thousands of dollars 
for the cause? 

Perhaps the point has merit. Didn’t 
Walter Winchell’s Navy Relief Fund 
benefit net around $160,000 in a single 
night—enough to hire 200 dishwash- 
ers a week for an entire year? And, 
while this is an extreme comparison, 
wouldn’t it serve better for the per- 
formers who labor menially at the 


(Continued on page 55) 





Zanuck’s Signal Corps 
Film by John Gunther 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Full-length feature, built around 
John Gunther’s screenplay of an 
original idea by Col. Darryl Zanuck 
On the Army Signal Corps is to be 
Made at 20th-Fox under Zanuck’s 
Production supervision. 

Incidentally, any queries 
Zanuck’s present overseas moves 
brings a reply at the studio, ‘Sorry, 
he’s on a military mission; you'll have 
to call Army headquarters.’ 





on 





U’S TOM GOMEZ, LEGITER 

Thomas Gomez, former Broadway 
legit player, has been signed to a 
term pact by Universal. 

He’s a character actor who has ap- 
peared in numerous productions 
with the Lunts and in Shakespearian 
drama, 


¥ 
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'of their sedans at will. 


BEA LILLIE ACCLAIMED 


Her New London Musical, ‘Big Top’, 
Opens Big 








London, May 12. 
‘Big Top,’ which opened last week 
(8) at His Majesty’s, was splendidly 
received, 
Particular acclaim went to Bea- 
trice Lillie. 


Newsreels and 


Radio Okay for 
Maximum Gas 


tafe Washington, May 12. 

Trouble-shooters for radio and 
newsreel companies may breathe 
again, after the first jitters caused 
by the gasoline rationing. 

As stringent regulations are about 
to go into effect throughout the East- 
ern area Friday (15), it appears that 
technicians and newsreel men will be 
among the favored gentry entitled 
to ‘X’ cards giving them all the gaso- 
line required for sudden trips into 
the field. 

Even though holders of the cov- 
eted ‘X’ tickets are supposed to use 
vehicles which are easily identifiable 
as commercial transports—such as 
trucks, taxicabs, ambulances, fire en- 
gines, and the like—radio and news- 
reel men on legitimate assignments 
will be allowed to fill up the tanks 
Jallopies 
must be used only for urgent busi- 
ness, however. 


EARL CARROLL SCORES 
IN LIBEL SUIT VS. PAR 


Ruling that a cause of action for 
libel exists, Judge Vincent L. Leibell 











in N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday) refused to dismiss Earl 
Carroll’s suit for $300,000 damages 


against Paramount. Film company 
had sought to eliminate the second 
cause of action which charged libel. 
Carroll claimed that Paramount 
made a film in 1940 entitled ‘A Night 
at Earl Carroll’s’ which used his 
name and restaurant, and stated it 
had been produced by him. Carroll 
claims the quality of the picture was 
poor, that he did not produce it, and 
he asked Paramount not to release it. 
It is alleged, as a result of the re- 
lease of the filrn, his reputation as a 
producer was injured. The court 
ruled that it was of the opinion that 
Carroll’s statements were sufficient 
to hold Paramount for trial in a libel 
action, as an_ inferior 
circulated with his name would have 
been injurious to his reputation. 


3 Men on a Deal 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Charles Laughton, Dudley Nichols 
and Jean Renoir signed a three-way 
package deal to make a picture, still 
untitled, for RKO. 

Renoir, who wrote the story, will 
direct, with Nichols doing a double 
job of scripting and producing and 
Laughton starring. 











Bing Swings and Sings 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Bing Crosby swings with woods, 
irons and tonsils in a musical short 
produced by Herb Polesie with a 
score composed by John Scott Trot- 
ter. 

Picture is all about golf, titled 
‘Don’t Hook Now.’ 


production | 
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THEATRES FEEL 
CURB AT B.0. 


Consensus Among Showmen 
Is That Filmeries Did 50 
to 100% Better Before the 
Dousing — Claim Street 
Level Lighting Is No 
Hazard 





—_—_ 


NO UNIFORM SYSTEM 





Absence of a uniform dimout sys- 
tem for theatres in ali disiricts and 
alleged enforcement of regulations 
without complete examination of all 
factors involved has become one of 
the major show biz headaches in 
New York. Though showmen are 
loathe to complain openly, feeling 
is that the dimout is too rigorous as 
currently applied and that illumi- 
nated marquees, at street levels, do 
not make a sky-glare visible on the 
ocean. 

With list of empty stores along 
Broadway growing daily and picture 
house grosses adversely affected by 
the dimout, theatre operators believe 
that houses need every possible flash 
to attract passing trade. It is rec- 
ognized that roof signs, spectaculars 
and big uprights cannot remain lit, 
but contention is that marquee 
could be lighted again, and that the 
city regulation prohibiting the hang- 
ing of an attraction poster under a 
marquee is rather senseless, 

Though recent picture’ releases 
along Broadway have not been very 
strong b.o. product, consensus is that 
comparable attractions did 50 to 

(Continued on page 54) 


GENEROUS SAROYAN; 
NO GRUDGE VS. M-G 


Hollywood, May 12. 
William Saroyan last week proved 
himself a guy who doesn’t hold 
grudges. Despite the fact that he 
and Metro parted ways by mutual 
consent earlier in the week, the 
playwright gave the studio first op- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Poem of the Week 


(From Sidney Skolsky’s syn- 
dicated column of May 11, writ- 
ten by E. Y. (Yip) Harburg.) 
THE BLARING YOUNG MAN 
There’s a char.n you can’t de- 

stroy in 
Saroyan— 

It’s Saroyan’s all out joy in 

Saroyan. 

He’s the subject that he talks on, 

Loves the very ground he walks 
on— 

It’s the dear eternal boy in 

Saroyan., 











There’s a soupcon of Tolstoy in 

Saroyan, 

Eddie Guest and Eddie Foy in 

Saroyan, 

He’s the left man and the right 
man 

Le’s Walt 
Whiteman 

Yes you'll find the real McCoy in 

Saroyan. 


Whitman and Paul 


There’s haute monde and hoi 
polli in 

Saroyan, 

Flatfoot floogy and floy floy in 

Saroyan; 


He’s the cream in his own coffee, 

He demands a Bernard Shaw 
fee— 4 

For there’s gold...and no alloy 
in 

Saroyan. 


There’s hey hey and some ‘oi 
oi’ in 

Saroyan; 

Mills hotel and the Savoy in 

Saroyan; 

He is Carthage, 
Moines! 

He’s Gigantic and Sequoian! 

But at best—he’s most annoyin’! 

Saroyan! 


Rume, Des 


v 





CONDON’S SCREEN TEST 


Old Gold Rings in P. A. Just Because 
the Missus is a Model 








Picture of Dick Condon, of the Hal 
Horne Organization, in current Old 
Gold ciggie ads has brought him a 
flood of kidding mail and phone calls 
from his friends. He appears in the 
ads, which have been getting full- 
page space in newspapers and mags, 
with his wife and baby daughter. 

Mrs. Condon is a Powers model 
and is frequently seen im ads. It was 
when a man and baby had to be 
photographed with her that the rest 
of the family was rung in, marking 
their debut as models. 

Condon’s part of the payoff is a 
carton of Old Golds a week for two 
years. 


50% Set In Pix 
Biz’s Bond Goal Of 
$15,000,009 Yrly. 


Hollywood, May 12. 


Film industry’s goal of payroll 
pledges and cash sales fom war bonds 
aggregating $15,000,000 annually is 
nearing the halfway mark with cur- 
rent commitments reactiing $6,500,- 
000. Subscriptions of 15,300 em- 
ployees now realize $125,000 weekly 
on payroll savings plan. 

Additional to this amount, the in- 
dustry reported cash sales of bonds 
and stamps last week totaling $130,- 
000. Another 15,000 workers are be- 
ing contacted by committeemen in 
the sixth week of the campaign. 


Radio Tells Itself That 
Film Theatres May Be 
Good Air Advertisers 


Washington, May 12. 
With some other sources of rev- 
enue cut off because of material | 
priorities, radio stations are advised 
in the latest National Assn. of Broad- 
casters report that film theatres may 
offer a profitable new field for air 
advertising. According to the NAB, 
the film exhibitors not only haven't 
been hit by priorities, but are ac- 
tually encouraged by the Govern- 

ment as an aid to civilian morale. 


Report cited outstanding results 
achieved in this connection by 
WSAZ, Huntington. It also cited a 
survey recently conducted in 
Greater New York by the Motion 
Picture Service Bureau, which re- 














vealed that persons who listen to | 
the radio after 6 p.m. are usually | 





(Continued on page 45) 
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‘UNITED NATIONS WAR 


EXPO FOR CHI IN JULY 


Chicago, May 12. 
Chicago’s leading industrialists, | 
some 40 of them, have personally | 
underwritten the United Nations | 


the International Amphitheatre late | 
in July. Show business is repre- | 


They are John Balaban, of Balaban | 


Sherman, James Coston of Warner | 
Bros., Edwin Silverman of Essaness ! 
Theatres and Hal of | 
‘Variety.’ 

Other than show business, the list 
consists of Arthur Anderson, Philip 
D. Armour, Sewell Avery, chairman 


of U. S. Gypsum Co. and chairman 


Halperin, 


War Exposition which will open in| |; 


| 
sented in the list of the founders. | | 
| 


& Katz, Ernest Byfield of the Hotel || 





of Montgomery Ward; Herman Beh- 
(Continued on page 44) 





Ex-Chorine, Whom Lee Shubert Paid 
1166 on Paternity 


Charge, Asks More 


Lee Shubert’s friendship 17 years 
ago for a chorus girl had a series 
of repercussions last week when 
Mrs. Evelyn T. Lindley applied 
to the Appellate Division of the 
N. Y. Supreme Court at Albany 
in an attempt to upset a lower court 
order terminating payments of $75 
weekly which she has received from 
the manager since 1926. 


Plaintiff, whose professional name 
was Frederica Bond, and who now 
resides in Bermuda, charged that 
Shubert is the father of her child, 
now 16 years of age. The late Jus- 
tice Victor J. Dowling was arbitra- 
tor in the matter, and had kept 
the matter in the dark. Award of 
$150 weekly, half for the mother and 
half for the child, was made, the 
offspring to receive $75 weekly until 
reaching the age of 24. 

More recent proceedings have been 
carried on in upstate courts. Shu- 
bert, through his counsel, says that 
he has paid Mrs. Lindley and her 
child a total of $116,000. He adds 
that he will pay $24,000 additionally 
to. the latter up. to the time @#f the 
age limit mentioned in the arbitra- 
tion award. Shubert claims that it 
was agreed that payments to the 
plaintiff were to extend for only 
three years if she married after 10 
years from the date of arbitration. 

Ellis J. Staley of Albany, acting 
for Mrs. Lindley, argued that the 

(Continued on page 42) 


LAUREL & HARDY G0 
LATIN FOR SUMMER 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Laurel and Hardy, through their 
attorney, Ben Shipman, are ready to 
close a deal to make a series of 








Spanish language comedies for 
Azteca Studios in Mexico City this 
summer. Shipman left here last 


week to sign the papers, 


Contract will not interfere with 
the Laurel-Hardy deal with 20th- 
Fox, which calls for two pictures a 
year for five years. Mexican produc- 
tions will be for Latin-American dis- 
tribution. 
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4 WAR ACTIVITIES 


Wednesday, May 13, 19412 





Hollywood Victory 


Of $600,000 Gross; 


Caravan Assured 


Great Impression 


All Along Route as Tour Hits Midwest 


+ _ 
. 





Hollywood Victory Caravan, with 
only one more date to play, has run 
up the tremendous gross of approxi- 
mately $542,000. Final performance 
in San Francisco next Tuesday (19), 


hypoed with stars set by Waiter 
Winchell, is figured good for a pos- 
sible additional $50,000. That will 


put the Caravan definitely in the 
financial success classification. 

Show averaged, in the 12 dates 
ending in Houston last night (Tues- 
day),. about $45,000 a performance, 
which is heavy coin no matter how 
you figure it. Net to the Army and 
Navy Relief Funds, for which the 
tour is being staged, should be ap- 
proximately $440,000, with the 
S. F. take figured in. That's allowing 
for the 18-20% overhead Caravan 
managers are estimating and the 
Government's 10% tax rap on the 
gross. 

Grosses during the past week have 
been Chicago, $90,000; St. Louis, 
$41,000; St. Paul, $25,500; Minneap- 
olis, $33,750; Des Moines, $26,000; 
Dallas, $40,000, and Houston, $67,000. 
Previous week’s figures were Wash- 
ington, $24,500; Boston, $78,000; Phil- 
adelphia, $31,500; Cleveland, $31,600; 
Detroit, $53,000. 

Ticket sales during the second 
week of the tour went much better 
than the first week, partially be- 
cause of better local organization and 
partially because advance men for 
the Caravan learned from experience 
that an additional hypo was needed 
to spur high-priced seat sales. While 
a majority of cities the first week fell 
below their quotas, most were well 
above and the rest very close to their 
goals during the second week. 

Winchell’s Gala 

There has been some doubt as to 
whether the Caravan, with its 22 
star names and entourage of almost 
100 people, would play San Francisco 
mext week, as Winchell 
siood to have lined up a pretty big 

(Continued on page 20) 





Zanuck’s Surprise 
Trip to London For 


U.S. Propaganda Pix. 





London, May 12. 

Colonel Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th- 
Fox production head, created a sur- 
prise here yesterday (Monday ) 
morning when he turned up at the 
British Ministry of Information in 
his capacity of producer of training 
films for the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps. There had been no previous 
indication that he was coming to 
London. 

Zanuck said he was serving as a 
Special observer for the chief of 
the Signal Corps in an endeavor to 
coordinate the production of train- 
ing, action and morale films among 
United States, Britain and Russia. 
He declared he would try to make 
some pictures of Commando tactics 
of U. S. troops now stationed in 
England. It is thought possible that 
he may also direct some films of the 
American Army in Ireland for dis- 
tribution in the U. S. 





Surprise in New York 

Newspaper dispatches Monday (11) 
revealing Zanuck in England caused 
as much surprise in New York as 
his arrival apparently did ‘in Lon- 
don. There had been no word of 
his intention of going to England. 
And, as a matter of fact, in press 
releases late last week 20th-Fox an- 
nounced that he would be at a cock- 
tail party in New York Monday for 
him, Eric Knight, author of ‘This 
Above All’ and Anatole Litvak, di- 
rector of the picture. He was also 
expected at the ‘All’ preem at the 
Astor, N. Y., last night (Tuesday), 


TOM LEWIS LOOKING 
TO MAJOR’S COMMISH 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Tom Lewis, radio head of the 
Coast office of Young & Rubicam, 
expects to be commissioned a Major 
in the U. S. Army. He will prob- 
@bly be assigned to radio morale 








work. His successor hasn't been 
selected by Y. & B. 

He is the husband of Loretta 
Young. 


is under-} 


Chop-Chop ’Melican 


Milwaukee, May 12. 
A Chinese laundryman here, 
Moy Wong, erased his name 
from his place of business, then, 
in patriotic re@, white and blue, 
painted on a new monicker: 
YAN KEE. 


RAINER, LAMOUR 1-2 
AS U. $. BOND SELLERS 


Washington, May 12. 


Factory workers will get a chance 
to be film actors for the U. S. Treas- 
ury. Short feature advocating a con- 
| tribution by labor of 10% of salary 
‘in War Bonds is being shot at the 
plant of the Internaticnal Harvester 
Co., in Chicago. Burton Davis, for- 
merly of N. Y. World-Telegram, pre- 
pared the script and is directing. 
Completed picture will be shown in 
industrial establishments and _ will 
be available for wide distribution in 
16mm release. 


Luise Rainer, whe sold more than 
$4,500,000 in war bonds at a Toledd 
rally on May 1, is currently No. 1 
bond salesman. Dorothy Lamour 
with a $4,280,000 mark achieved at 
Columbus is runner-up, but the 
sarong girl hopes to armex the 
championship at Richmond, Va., on 
May 13, when a nonster rally will 
enlist Bert lLytell, president of 
Actor’s Equity, the ‘Ship Ahoy’ girls 
from Hollywood and Patsy Garrett 
of the Fred Waring. choir. 


Maurice Abrams will soon take 
out, under Treasury auspices in the 
Rocky Mountain region; “A Tank 
|For A Yank” float exhibit with 
Johnny Sheffield of Metro doing the 
entertaining. Frank Clark will di- 
rect and promote the War Savings 
Bond Exposition in “filwaukee from 
June 6-10. Gordon White has been 
placed in charge of the War Bonds 
premiere for Warner Bros. ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ at the Hollywood 
theatre in New York. 

All of these activities are under 
the special direction of Carlton | 
Duffus, former promotion manager 
for M-G-M in the Washington area, 
and now in cha-ge of*Special Acti- 
Vities and Events fc: 
war bonds campaign, 




















Uncle Sam 


Macaulay Air Leoey 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Richard Macaulay checked out of 
his three-way job as producer-di- 
rector-writer at 20th-Fox to join the 
Air Force Intelligence outfit at Santa 

Ana, Cal., as first lieutenant. 
At the time of his call to service, 
Macaulay was doing a writing job 
on ‘Hello, Frisco, Hello,’ 





Air Force. 
Tom Pryor, 20th-Fox cashier, Navy. 
Arthur Rankin Davenport, film 
actor, Marines. 
Julius Weil, 
Signal Corps. 


Universal sound man, 





Ensign Phil Willkie 

Philip Willkie, son of Wendell L.| 
Willkie, chairman of the board of 
20th-Fox was commissioned an en-| 
sign in the U. S. Navy yesterday | 
(Tuesday). He has been undergoing 
jtraining on the Prairie State, 
anchored in the Hudson, N. Y. 

Young Willkie is to be stationed at 
| Boston. He’s a former Princeton 
| man, 





Jimmy Tierney Finally Makes It 
Jimmy (Gunner) Tierney, ‘Var- 
iety’s’ best known office boy, was 
inducted into the Army Saturday 
(3). He'd been itching to get into 





the Treasury’s | 


which he} 


was also slated to direct. 

Aiden Roark, story assistant at 
20th-Fox, Signal Corps. 

George Ernest, Paramount actor, 
Navy. 

Jack Chapin, Paramount actor, | 
Army. 

Robert Smith, RKO actor, Army. 

Richard Bare, Warners screen 
writer, Signal Corps. 

Don Hough, screen writer, Army 











WILLIE HOWARD 


10th successful week, “Priorities of 
1942” at the 46th Street Theatre, 
New York. 
‘Willie Howard, a great comedian.” 
ROBERT COLEMAN 
Mirror 








UTWAC PLANS 
GIANT SHOW 


Giant show—bigger, if possible, 
than the one recently promoted by 
Walter Winchell for Navy Relief 
last March—will be given by the 
United Theatrical War Activities 
Committee in Madison Square 
Garden, N.Y., at the end of this 
month. Purpose will be to raise 
coin for USO and the American The- 
atre Wing as well as to dramatize 
the UTWAC. 


Latter is the newly-formed or- 
ganization of all guilds and agencies 
touching on show business, designed 
to coordinate use of talent through- 
out the country. It’s figured that by 
calling attention to itself, via a 
tremendous show, it will facilitate 
its work in the future, as it must 
have cooperation of local groups in 
the nation’s other cities. It hopes to 
dramatize itself similarly to the way 
lits Coast affiliate, the Hollwood Vic- 
| tory Committee, is doing currently 
with the Hollywood Victory Caravan 
| tour, 
| Plan. for the show, suggestéd by 
| George Heller, of the American Fed- 
‘eration of Radio Actors’ was ap- 
| proved by the advisory committee of 
| UTWAC Friday (8), Subcommittee 
|working on details consists of Abe 
| Lastfogel, Marvin Schenck, Brock 
| (Continued on page 20) 
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the fighting forces for some time, 
even undergoing extensive dental 
work in order to be able to pass 
the physical exam. 

On 46th street, where The Gunner 
| was most prominent: via his isola- 
tionist stance as a vociferous N. Y. 
Giants rooter, it’s figured he’ll do a 
masterful job on the enemy, especi- 
ally if a Jap or Nazi should heckle 
him viz., ‘those bums—the Giants.’ 





Leak’s Ft. Jackson Show 
Fort Jackson, S. C., May 12. 

Leon Leak, formerly 
announcer, now a sergeant in the 
Special Services unit, and in charge 
of radio broadcasts from this post, 
has started a weekly show, with 
}camp talent, ‘Fort Jackson on the 
| Air.’ It is relayed by WSM, Nash- 
| ville, to the southern NBC circut. 
| Opener included a_ skit, “The 
; Guardhouse Lawyer,’ written and di- 
|rected by Private Lenny Ditson, 
formerly of the ‘Three Playboys’ 
vaude team and the Charley Yates 
‘Fun for Your Money’ unit. There | 
were also choral and glee club novel- 
ties. 
| Assisting on the show is Private 
|Herb Gelbspan formerly of the Hal 
| Roach office in New York, 








RKOites Into Service 
Whole batch of RKO employees 
|} entered the military service during 
| the past week. S. Barret McCormick 
Tay two people, from his ad-public- 
| ity department. Tom Agneta al- 
|ready has left for Camp Dix and 
(Continued on page 20) 





OTHER WAR NEWS 
On page 20 





NBC-Blue | 


Too Many War Benefits, Drives? 





May 14, USO collections for the 
Bonds campaign for the week of 
and exposition in the Auditorium 
of June 12. 














Milwaukee, May 12. 


Exhibs here, claiming wartime activities are taking up 75% of their 
working time and a large part of their leisure, assert the various 
drives for war chest funds are being crowded so close together that 
they are apt to defeat their own ends, due to lack of intelligent co- 
ordination and believe the United Motion Picture Industry should take 
a hand to bring order out of chaos. 

Army and Navy relief collections are scheduled for the week of 


week of May 21 and Stamps and 
May 28, with a huge special show 
for general war purposes the week 


Showmen are all patriotic and want to do everything they can, but 
Say they could accomplish greater results with intelligent direction, 


Show Biz's Own Charities to Get 157, 
Of All Future War Benefit Grosses 











Heroes in Uniform 





Hollywood, May 12. 

Film actors who have moved 
into the Army and Navy are get- 
ting more fan mail than they did 
when they were playing make- 
believe soldiers and sailor in 
the studio. 

Checkup at Warners showed 
Ronald Reagan, Wayne Morris 
and Jeffrey Lynn receiving more 
admiring missives than ever 
since they traded grease paint 
for uniforms. 


Survey Extent Film 
Studio Facilities Can 
Be Used as War Aid 


Hollywood, May 12. 

How far the film studios can go in 
utilizing their mechanical forces in 
the war effort will be determined 
through a survey now being con- 
ducted by a firm of engineers em- 
ployed by the major picture com- 
panies. Idea is that part of the stu- 
dio equipment may be diverted to 
war work when not engaged in film 
production. 

Cooperation of labor in every pos- 
sible way was pledged by Herbert 
Sorrell, prexy of the Conference of 
Studio Unions, and Carl Cooper, in- 
ternational representative of the 
IATSE, at a meeting with the sur- 
veying engineers, 








American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 











By Radie Harris 
Not all the eventful things that 
take place at the Canteen happen to 
the boys in uniform. Sometimes the 
shoe is on the other foot, as oc- 


MacDonald, one of the senior hos- 
tesses. Miss MacDonald was stand- 
ing at her usual post when a cor- 
poral approached her. 

‘Don’t tell me you’re Christie Mac- 
Donald,” he said incredulously. 

‘Yes, I am.’ 

*Well, you don’t know me,’ the cor- 
poral said, ‘but I’ve been madly in 
love with you for 24 years, I’m 41, 
and when I was 17 I used to go to 
the Huntington Avenue Station in 
Boston just to see your train pull in. 
And once, when it was much more 
than I could afford, I spent $68 to 
|g0 to Columbus to see you. Only 
when I got there, you'd left the night 
before.’ 

Miss MacDonald, so overwhelmed 
she had tears in her eyes, asked the 
corporal’s name. 

‘Tll tell you if you promise not to 
laugh,’ he said. ‘It’s Robert Taylor.’ 








Lynne Fontanne claims she has 
never een a gold-digger in her life. 
|But she acquired the art of it when 
lit came to chiseling something out 
of the Treasury Department for the 


(Continued on page 20) 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Ben Bernie. 

Jack Cohn. 

Homer Fickett. 
Arthur Hornblow. Jr. 
Al Jolson. 

Sol Lesser. 
Kenneth MacKenna. 
Brewster Morgan. 
Joseph Moskowitz. 
C. C. Pettijohn. 
William Saal. 

M. J, Siegel. 








Francia White. 





curred the other night with Christie | 
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Fifteen percent of the gross of all 
benefits associated with the war 
effort will be skimmed off in the 
future for show business’ own chari- 
ties. Guilds, through Theatre Au- 
thority, Inc., which they set up a 
number of years ago, have always 
taken 15% of benefits for ordinary 
charities, but have been foregoing 
their take on most of the cuffo war 
affairs, 


With extensive charities of their 
own, however, such as the American 
Theatre Wing, show business leaders 
feel justified in taking a small per- 
centage of the funds which they give 
so much help in raising. In addi- 
tion, their own relief funds for indi- 
gent and aged actors, which have 
been maintained with the 15% re- 
ceived from benefits, have been 
suffering recently. Since the war 
virtually all benefits have been con- 
nected with it, so there’s no income 
if a tap on these isn’t made. 

Still another need for coin is to 


maintain the eastern show biz 
agency coordinating the use of 
talent, the United Theatrical War 


Activities Committee. There are no 
salaries paid in this organization, ex- 
cept to office help, but it is hoped 
to establish branches throughout the 
country for effective policing of the 
benefit situation, which will require 
some coin, 

As a result, board of directors of 
Theatre Authority last week passed a 
resolution that the 15% should be 
collected on all war benefits after 
the Hollywood Victory Caravan. 
Confabs were held before passage of 
the resolution with Stanton Griffis, 
in charge of the Navy Relief cam- 
paign, and other officials cf Gov- 
ernmental ani quasi-governmental 
users of cuffo talent. All agreed the 
15% tap was justified. 

Method of divvying up the coin, as 
approved by the TA board, gives 
TA the entire 15% on strictly civil- 
ian benefits, as in the past. On purely 
war benefits, the 15% is to be di- 
vided equally between TA, Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing and the United 
Theatrical War Activities Commit- 
tee. On private benefits where a 
war angle has been tacked on (that 
is, when a portion of receipts goes 
to a war activity), TA gets the first 
5% and the rest is divided equally 
between TA, ATW and UTWAC. 


‘IRVING BERLIN NIGHT’ 


Ex-Broadwayites Staging Tribute to 
Songsmith at Ft. Monmouth 








Fort Monmouth, N. J., May 12. 
Number of former Broadwayites 
now in the morale service here are 
staging an ‘Irving Berlin Night’ May 
25. With the aid of soldier-actors 
they’ll put on a variety show, ‘Irving 
Berlin Meets the Buddies,’ in the 
War Department theatre. Author of 
‘Oh, How I Hate to Get Up in the 
Morning’ and other Army 
will be in the audience. 
Lieut. Huly E. Bray, Post Special 
Services (morale) officer, will 
pervise production of the all-soldier 
show, with the aid of Privates Rich- 
ard Lewine and Irving Lazar and 
Sergeant David Weberman. 


classics 


su- 





L.A. to N. Y. 


Julian T. Abeles. 
Sally Benson, 
Bob Davis. 

©. Henry Briggs. 
Hugh Bruen, 
Sherrill Cohan. 
Louise Hathaway. 
Edith Head. 
Jack Lait. 

Joe E. Lewis. 
Lynn Overman. 
Reggie Schuebel. 
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GOVT FILMS 


- Hood Alllocates U. S. Shorts 





Mellett’s Subjects Split Up Among Coast Producers 
—Metro Has the Most, 9 Pix 





Washington, May 12. 

Hollywood studios have allocated 
among themselves 25 subjects for 
shorts chosen from among the list 
of ideas recently presented to them 
by Lowell Meliett, Coordinator of 
Government Films. List which they 
have sent Mellett from the Coast is 
divided among five studios, with two 
more companies, each reported to do 
at least four pictures, still deciding 
on their subjects. 

Mellett: submitted some 20 or so 
ideas and the studios promised to 
choose 26 of them, to provide a two- 
reeler a week -or six months. Pres- 
ent total of allocations will run to 
about 33 films, but it is expected that 
only the originally-contemplated 26 
will actually be made, after final 
eliminations. 

Metro has taken on the heaviest 
schedule, having registered nine 
topics with Mellett. Columbia and 
20th-Fox are each doing five, Warner 
Bros. four (in addition to a feature 
on the merchant marine it is making 
from one of the ideas) and Univer- 
sal two. Paramount and RKO are 
the studios expected to make at least 
four each, but still undecided on 
topics. Three of WB’s will be in 
color. 

Allocations ere all tentative and 
subject to change, it is emphasized, 
although a number of studios have 
already started scripters to work 
and are plying Mellett’s office with 
specific questions. Here's the list: 

METRO 

‘Strategy’ (military), ‘Geo-Politics’ 
(geography as it relates to politics), 
‘Unsung Heroes’ (workers in fac- 
tories, mines, merchant marine, etc.), 
‘Building the Army,’ ‘Letters from 
the Boys,’ ‘Divide and Conquer’ (the 
Nazi — strategy for conquering 
America), ‘Why Are We Fighting?,’ 
‘Nutrition’ and ‘Story of a Rumor.’ 

COLUMBIA 

‘What Can I Do?’ (what the indi- 
vidual can do to help in the war 
effort), ‘Americans All’ (the melting 
pot), ‘Workers and Soldiers’ (inter- 
dependence of one on the other), 
*Weapons from Waste’ (conserva- 
tion), ‘Alien Persecution’ (avoidance 
of injuring or antagonizing the inno- 
cent foreigner). 

20TH-FOX 

‘Thunderbird Field’ (big air base 
in Arizona), ‘Silent Enemy’ (eco- 
nomic warfare), "Hoarding,’ ‘Conser- 
vation,’ ‘Philippine Legion’ (story of 
Philippine government-in-exile being 
set up in this country). 

; WARNER BROS. 

‘A Shiv Is Born’ (shipbuilding), 
“Alien Persecution’ (Columbia has 
similar subject, but the two pix will 
be treated from different angles), 
“March O4, America’ (inspirational), 
‘This Is Your Enemy.’ (First three 
will be filmed in color). 
UNIVERSAL 

‘The British Took It’ (to be made 
by Walter Wanger), ‘Listen to 
England.’ 


WB’S SPECIAL SELLING 
OF COHAN FILM BIOG 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ based on 
the life of George M. Cohan, will be 
a 1942-43 release from Warner Bros. 
and sold singly following roadshow- 
ing, starting with the Hollywood, 
N. Y., run May 29 on a twice-daily 
basis at $2.20 top. 

Picture will play nowhere else 
until Labor Day or later, at which 
time it probably will be roadshown 
in Chicago and other selected keys, 


MCA-RKO Dicker Chills 


Reports are current that the Jules 
C. Stein (Music Corp. of America) 
deal to buy into RKO has gone cold. 
Stein had, from all accounts, been 
talking to both Floyd Odlum (Atlas 
Corp.) interests and Radio Corp. of 
America on a proposed dicker. 

Stein’s interest in RKO was re- 
Portedly much keener than com- 
monly supposed. 




















The Empty Kill 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Pilots of interceptor planes had 
a busy day swooping down into 
San Fernando Valley to get an 
eyeful of strange ships on the 
ground in the Republic studio. 
The ships were props, made in 
imitation of American and Japa- 
nese planes for ‘The Flying 
Tigers,’ 








Connors’ Roundtable 


Powwow in Philly 
On Patriotic Films 


Roundtable confabs were held in 
Philadelphia with exhibs by Tom 
Connors, 20th-Fox sales chief, last 
Thursday (7) to iron out local com- 
plainis about high percentages asked 
for patriotic pictures such as ‘To the 
Shores of Tripoli. Connors ex- 
plained that product of this type in- 
volved basically high budgets, re- 
gardless of some use of Government 
facilities such as training grounds 
and armed forces. 


Militant exhibs in the Philadelphia 
territory have for some time been 
squawking about what they termed 
unwarranted rentals for patriotic 
flickers, issuing bulletins to theatre 
operators in the territory to hold out 
for better terms. At a meeting of 
exhibs in Philly held several weeks 
ago, several major distribs and spe- 
cific pictures were named. 

Connors’ session was held in an 
amicable spirit, from accounts, with 
an explanation submitted of high 
costs involved in production, distri- 
bution and exploitation. 


JOE MOSKOWITZ ASKS 
SUPREME CT. REVIEW 


Washington, May 12. 

Though his boss threw in the 
sponge, Joseph H. Moskowitz still 
is fighting the year-and-a-day rap 
handed him last spring as a result 
of the guilty verdict in the Joseph 
M. Schenck tax evasion trial. Mos- 
kowitz Friday (8) asked the U. S. 
Supreme Court to review the pro- 
ceedings which led to his conviction, 
repeating allegations (overruled in 
circuit court) that the jury was 
improperly instructed on technical 
points, 

Petition said the refusal to permit 
presentation of certain evidence at 
the trial blocked an impartial de- 
cision. The charge to the jury was 
termed prejudicial and erroneous, 
because no mention was made that 
Moskowitz offered to clarify the is- 
sues. Schenck’s personal auditor 
and financial manager was convicted 
for conspiring to duck income taxes 
in 1935, 1936 and 1937. 

Considerable interest was aroused 
by the petition, filed a week after 
Schenck tacitly admitted the correct- 
ness of the verdict by pleading 
guilty to perjury in return for a sus- 
pended sentence on the 
charge If the Supreme Court 
holds the original case was mishan- 
dled, Moskowitz will get another 
hearing—or may get off entirely if 
the Federal Government decides to 
drop the case. 


Lorentz Picks His Leads 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Femme lead in ‘Name, Age and 
Occupation,’ the Pare Lorentz pro- 
duction, goes to Frances Dee, with 
Robert Ryan making his debut in the 
top male role. 

Film, dealing with national de- 
fense, will be shot on location for 26 
days in Temnessee and North Caro- 
lina with Government power pro}- 
ects and munitions plants as back- 
grounds. 














evasion | 


AENTAL BASIS 
GETS OPPOSITION 


All Agree, in Principle, on 
Necessity of Following 
Through Because of the 
Deal Made with Mellett in 
Hollywood by Major Co. 





Contend ‘Patriotic’ Shorts 
Should Be Non-Profit — 
Satisfactory Formula Is 
Sought at Meeting 





FEATURES, TOO 





Sharp cleavage of opinion is re- 
ported between the production-dis- 
tribution and the exhibition branches 
of the industry as result of the ar- 
rangement which the presidents of 
various majors made with Lowell 
Mellett in Hollywood, without tak- 
ing into account the reaction of the 
Theatre Division of the War Activi- 
ties Committee. It may lead to a 
reclarification of the functions which 
the WAC is to perform in relation 
to government pictures as well as 
priorities, 

All branches of the industry are, 
of course, agreed in principle on the 
need for producing and exhibiting 
shorts built along lines which the 
Government believes useful, whether 
these are gratis or commercial shorts, 
The disagreement is regarding 
method. 


Five coordinating committees of 
the War Activities Committee went 
into session yesterday (Tuesday) af- 
ternoon to further discuss ways and 
means of distribution and exhibition 
of the 26 shorts. Meeting of the 
Theatres Division of the WAC was 
held in the morning, with theatre 
reps reported unable to agree among 
themselves on an acceptable formula 
for exhibition of the films. Points 
remaining to be cleared up were 
whether the shorts are to be charged 
for and whether, in this event, 
profits should go to war charities— 


(Continued on page 25) 








Reign of ‘Prima 
Donna Producers 


Ended by Ceilings 


An end to the ‘prima donna’ di- 
rector and the unreasonable spender 
in Hollywood production is fore- 
seen by major company execs as a 
result of the $5,000 cost ceiling on 
sets which they regarded as not an 
unmixed evil. 

Though opinion was divided as to 
the ultimate effect on film schedules 
next season, and some difficulty was 
foreseen in getting okays for spec- 
tacular scenes, some industry execs 
felt that the set cost limitation might 
prove beneficial in holding lavish 
spenders down to reasonable costs. 








Film industry representatives were 
last week still seeking modification 
of the $5,000 construction ceiling, 
however, a joker in the maze of 
War Production Board regulations 
which no one in film production con- 
sidered applicable to the studios un- 
til a WPB rep on the Coast so in- 
terpreted the ruling. The broad 
ruling, ostensibly intended to apply 
to permanent construction such as 
theatres and other buildings, could 
be interpreted as applying to con- 
struction of any kind, including sets. 
Yet general impression remains that 
it was never intended to apply to 
film production. 

Prior to adoption of the measure 
in Washington, the rough draft was 

passed around to all 24 divisions of 
| (Continued on page 25) 
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Presidents — But Exhibs|. 





Unsuspected $5,000 Ceiling On 


Construction Cues Producers How 
Priorities Can Hit Them Harder 





Mortgage-Lifters Back 





Hollywood, May 12. 

Owners of mansions, pic- 
turesque bungalows and ranches 
in this vicinity are eyeing a re- 
vival of location shooting as a 
result of the Government’s re- 
striction on the use of building 
material for studio sets. 

In the early days of filming, 
natives often lifted the morigage 
by renting the old homestead to 
camera troupes. Understood 
producers plan to help save ma- 
terial by the use of existing 
structures within easy reach of 
the studios. 


—— 


As Expected, Koerner 
Stays RKO Prod. Boss; 
Breen Back With Hays 


As generally expected, Charles W. 
Koerner remains on the Coast in 
charge of RKO production at the 
studio, following Joe Breen’s return 
to his former post as Production 
Code Authority boss at the Hays 
office, effective May 15. Breen’s new 
contract was ratified at a meeting 
at the Hays office last Thursday (7) 
with George J. Schaefer the same 
day announcing the appointment of 
Koerner as g.m, for RKO on tne 
Coast. 

E. L. Alperson, who has been in 
charge of RKO theatre operations 
since Koerner’s departure for the 
Coast, on Monday (11) was named 
general manager of the circuit, work- 
ing under Malcolm Kingsberg. Al- 
person came into RKO a year ago 
as head of the buying-booking de- 
partment as successor to Fred Meyer, 
now a sales executive for Universal. 
He was formerly with National The- 
atres, Warners and other circuits. 

Breen’s formal release from his 
contract with RKO was obtained 
following agreement of members of 
the Motion Pictures & Distributors 
of America, Inc. It is understood 
that the objections of Metro studio 
execs to Breen’g return to the PCA 
were met by other majors who 
stressed the importance of Breen’s 
contacts and his diplomatic handling 
of church and social welfare agen- 
cies. The lawyers’ committee, which 
came east several months ago, and 
later continued their conferences on 
the Coast with object of improving 
the industry’s public relations, also 
favored Breen’s return, 

Breen received $1,250 a week 
under his contract with RKO, plus 
$250 for expenses, His post at the 
Hays office will give him $50,000 
annually, 50% being paid by RKO 
in settlement of his contract. 


Rowland and Shapiro 
Plan N. Y. Filmusical 


First feature production to be 
made in New York in several years 
now is shaping up as an actuality. 
Incorporation papers for a new pro- 
ducing outfit to make ‘Follies Girl,’ 
a musical, in the east, are expected 


to be filed shortly. William Row- 
land and Irvin Shapiro are producers 
in the new setup. 


Gertrude Niessen, Diosa Costello 














and Fred Keating have been set | 


for ‘Follies’ and negotiations are re- 
ported on for others, including 
Charles Spivak, Johnny Long and 
Bobby Byrne bands. Shapiro has 
been working on the production set- 
up ever since he left World Pictures, 
distributors of foreign-language films. 











Budget revision and general re- 
examination of film production out- 
lays for next season’s schedules are 
again being considered by several 
majors as a result of uncertainty 
over priorities as well as supply of 
talent and studio labor. The $5,000 
ceiling on construction, which it was 
suddenly discovered could also apply 
to sets, resulted in a return to dis- 
cussions earlier this year anent pos- 
sible curtailment due to Government 
restrictions. 

Both producer-distributors and ex- 
hibitors have long been uncertain 
about their status under the War 
Production Board. The realization 
that film production could be affected 
by any general order not directed 
specifically at the film industry has 
accentuated the problem. 


Attempts of the War Activities 
Committee to ease the priorities sit- 
uation via negotiations in Washing- 
ton have not been regarded as satis- 
factory within the trade, with indi- 
cations currently that the WAC may 
discontinue its efforts along these 
lines. 


Majors with heavy backlog of new 
product on the shelves or nearly 
completed for next season’s release 
will, of course, be least affected for 
the time being. 

Plans for uncompleted portions of 
next year’s programs may undergo 
rigid inspection, however. 

Cost ceilings are regarded by some 
studios as beneficial in many respects 
since economies would be forced 
upon producers and directors who 
have been spending too lavishly with 
unsatisfactory results. A couple of 
recent high-budgeters, costing be- 
tween $700,000 and $850,000, do not 
look their cost and are not conside 
ered likely to earn back their nega- 
tive investment, according to execs 
of companies who produced them. 

In connection with B product, cost 
limitations are regarded as all velvet, 
with refurbishing and leasing of old 
sets considered one means of cutting 
down costs without any great loss of 
revenue or audience, 


GAMBARELLT, MOORE 
PAR PIX DEALS PEND 


Two concert stars are on Parae 
mount’s tentative filmization list, 
awaiting only some more evidence 
that the public will accept something 
arty. 

Maria Gambarelli as Pavlova is one 
thought and Grace Moore for a Par 
screen operetta comeback is also still 
very much alive. 











Clarence Brown’s ‘Dover’ 
As His First Pic for UA? 


‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ long narra- 
tive poem by Alice Duer Miller, has 
been bought by Clarence Brown 
from Ronald Colman, who had pur- 
chased screen rights about a year 
ago with the intention of making a 
short, proceeds of which would go 
to British War Relief. 

Brown, former Metro director, is 
said to plan using the poem as basis 
for a feature. He’s understood mak- 
ing a deal to become a United 
Artists indie producer-director or 
join forces with Hunt Stromberg, 
former Metro producer, who re- 
cently signed with UA. 


Exhib Takes His Fling 


Hollywood, May 12. 

First indie production by Jack 
Schwarz, former midwest theatre 
operator, is ‘Baby Face Morgan,’ 
starting tomorrow (Wed.), with 
Arthur Dreifus directing and Mary 
Carlisle and Richard Cromwell in 
top roles. 

Film is for Producers Releasing 
Corp. 
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Extended Dates for ‘York’ Give 
WB Its Lowest Number of Pix, 35, In 


History; Save 15 for Next Season s:23.2:.2<"" Sete 





> 


By the end of the current season 
(1941-42) Warner Bros. will have re- 
leased the lowest number of features 
in its history, 

The figure, it is understood, will 
be only 35 though when the season 
ends Aug. 31 company wil! have 
completed a total of 50. That will 
give it a minimum of 15, possibly 
more, pictures for the start of the 
coming film year in September with 
contracis in all probability being 
taken earlier than that on the first 
block-of-i2, providing the United 
Motion Picture Industry | selling 
plan goes through. 


One of the principal reasons why 
Warners will finish the season with 
only 35 releases made during the 12 
months is that the company has ob- 
tained much extended time on its 
film this year with ‘Sergeant York’ 
in particular backing up available 
dates for other pictures. 


This is true of other companies, 
too, but believed that none will re- 
lease as few as 35 on the season, 
though some might be in a similar 
position to do so. Par will probably 
come closest to this low figure, while 
among other decree companies 20th- 
Fox is likely to complete release on 
the highest number. 


While Par announced no set figure, 
Metro promised 44 to 52 and Warner 
Bros. indicated it would have some- 
where between 30 and 45, 20th an- 
nounced 50 features but on ending its 
season may deliver 52 or 53. Com- 
pany is the only one starting its sales 
season each year on Aug, 1, others 
starting Sept. 1. 


Producers Huddle On 
War Problems, Ceilings, 
Priorities, Labor, Etc. 


Hollywood, May 12. 

‘Producers spent most of Monday 
(11) here in solemn conclave tackling 
mounting problems created by war. 
Ceiling on set construction, film 
scarcity and Government limitations 
on transportation are the most worri- 
some subjects. Studio chiefs were 
told by W. S. Holman, chairman of 
the committee on _ transportation, 
that truck movements must be re- 
duced by 75% next month. Conser- 
vation of negative and positive film 
Was discussed with suggestions em- 
bracing production curtailment. 
Pooling of priority supplies and 
holding retakes to a minimum got 
most attention. Interchange truck- 
ing is believed the only solution to 
growing transportation headache. 
Labor shortage also imminent, with 
serious inroads being made by new 
draft call. 

Yearly guarantees are being of- 
fered skilled workers to keep them 
from taking employment in other 
industries. 








U.S. Commandeers 
Privately Made Pix 


Washington, May 12. 

All individuals or institutions hav- 
ing in their possession films on ‘sci- 
entific, political, military, scenic, edu- 
cational or any allied subjects’ have 
been asked by the War Dept. to 
register their descriptions. Oniy 
explanation is that the Army wants 
them for in certain 
Army education projects now being 


‘possible use 


" developed.’ 


According to Maj. Frank Capra, 
Special Services Branch of the War 
Dept., full description ‘from which 
the film needed could be selected’ 
is requested, rather than the prints 
themselves. Foreign country shots, 
of all categories, are especially de- 
sired. 

Film of either 35 mm. or 16 mm. 
size is acceptable, the War Depart- 
ment explained. Descriptions of mo- 
tion pictures which owners desire 
to lend to the Army should be sent 
to the Special Service Branch, War 
Department, Washington, D. C., and 
the Army will take ‘great care’ to see 
that no damage is done to the cellu- 
loids, when received, and that they 
are ‘returned immediately to the 
owner’ after they have been used, 


MORE PRECISE 


Hence Change in Billing of General 
Equipment 


General Theatres Equipment Corp. 
has changed the name of the 
company to General Precision Equip- 
ment Corp. by a vote of stockholders 
at the annual meeting. Company 
also reported net profit of $284,568 
for the first three months ending last 
March 31, after all charges and taxes, 
as against $256,866 in corresponding 
quarter last year, but excluding 
Cinema Building Corp. in both in- 
stances. 

Reason for ehanging title is that it 
was more in keeping with character 
of business presently, which is de- 
voted now largely to manufacture of 
precision equipment for industries 
and war purposes. 


Republic’s Eastern 
Sales Meet Tees Off; 
Biggest Sked in Yrs. 


Salesmen attending the first of 
Republic’s three annual regional 
conventions yesterday (Tuesday) in 
New York were told that the com- 
pany is not curtailing production 
but will have four more pictures for 
1942-43 than om the current season. 
Meetings in N. Y¥. will be told that 
sales are booming and that Repub- 
lic product is receiving more and 
more praise for its quality and show- 
manship. The 1942-43 schedule will 
represent the biggest in the com- 








outlay, number and advertising coin 
to be spent. 

James R. Grainger, Republic pres- 
ident and general sales manager, 
and M. J. Siegel, studio production 
head, will announce 34 features, six 
outdoor specials, 26 westerns and four 
serials for the eoming season. 

The 34 features are budgeted at 
$9,000,000 and the 26 westerns at $3.,- 
000,000. Total budget, including $1,- 
800,000 for the outdoor specials, star- 
ring Gene Autry (4) and the two Roy 
Rogers and $1,200,000 for serials, will 
hit $15,000,000 for next season. 

Trend towards military stories and 
war themes ig seen in the titles of 
the subjects lined up for the first 
six months of 1942-43. These include 
‘The Commandos,’ ‘Thumbs Up,’ 
‘Fighting Devil Dogs,’ ‘My Buddy’ 
and ‘Hi, Neighbor.’ It extends to 
the serial field, too, with ‘G-Men vs. 
The Black Dragon,’ being one of the 
two. 

Following the N. Y. meeting, the 
Chicago regional will be held May 
14-15, and the big Coast gathering in 
Hollywood, May 19-20. 


Rep’s 300 Phints 
Hollywood, May 12. 
Republic has ordered 300 prints of 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor,’ the larg- 


upping the advertising budget. by 
| $50,000. 

| Picture will be released in time to 
bow on ‘I Am an American’ Day. 








‘Grand Canyon’ Finally 





Hollywood, May 12. 

‘Grand Canyon,’ backgroywnded in 
America’s biggest ditch, is slated as 
RKO’s biggest western for the new 
season. Picture will be made in 
Technicolor with most of the action 
taking place in the Canyon, starting 
late in July. 

Film is based on a pioneer story 
by Oliver Drake, covering a period 
from 1890 to 1905. Bert Gilroy pro- 
duces, 





Fun Finding Out 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello go 
in for slapstick mystery in their next 
film, ‘Who Done It?’ slated to start 
Monday (18) at Universal. 
Erle Kenton gets the director job, 
with Alex Gottlieb as associate pro- 








ducer, 


~ 


On Its Own in Picture 


pany’s history in production, budget | 


Raft Off the Hook 


Hollywood, May 12. 
George Raft, reported under sus- 
pension at Warners, is assigned to 
co-star with John Garfield in ‘Dan- 
gerous Road’ on the Burbank lot. 
Jerry Wald is producing, from a 











PAR SALESMEN 
TO SHARE IN 
PROFITS 


A profit-sharing plan for film sales- 
men and bookers is to be placed into 
operation by Paramount, based on 
the results obtained in the various 
exchange territories. Details have 
not yet been worked out as to per- 
centages and the manner in which 
awards will be made. 

Plan was discussed by Neil F. Ag- 
new on Monday (11) at the two-day 
meeting starting then of eastern ex- 
changes, held under the direction of 
Joe Unger, eastern division man- 
ager, which will be followed by four 
other regional meetings. 

Administration of the bonus plan 
for salesmen and bookers in Para- 
mount will be handled by a commit- 
tee made up of district managers 
which will have full power to make 
awards in accordance with the rec- 
ords made. 

Following the New York regional 
sales meeting, similar sessions will 
be held Friday-Saturday (15-16) in 
Pittsburgh and Memphis; in Kansas 
City, Monday-Tuesday (18-19) and 
in San Francisco Saturday-Sunday 
(22-23). 

At the Par regionals Par is dis- 





cussing sales policy with respect to | 


the balance of this year’s product as 
well as tentative plans for the com- 
ing season, particularly with respect 
to ‘Holiday Inn,’ and merchandising 
plans on ‘Reap Wild Wind,’ which 
will be sold singly at upped admis- 
sions. 





H’WOOD STARDUST 


WB Trumping Up Halley’s Comet 
For ‘Twain’ 








Hollywood, May 12. 

Shooting stars is an old Hollywood 
custom, but the technicians at War- 
ners are devising means to shoot 
Halley’s Comet for two sequences 
in the Jesse Lasky production, ‘Ad- 
ventures of Mark Twain.’ 

Burbank studio astronomers re- 
port that the Comet appeared in 1835, 
the year of Twain’s birth, and re- 





turned in 1910, when he died. Tech- 


|nicians are studying old prints to get 


|a realistic portrait of the ethereal 


| rambler, which won't be back for a 
{lot of years. 





0’Hara in Benny’s Meanie 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Femme lead in the Jack Benny 
| starrer, ‘The Meanest Man in the 





est number in its history, meanwhile | World’ at 20th-Fox, goes to Maureen 


| O'Hara, with Walter Lang directing 
and Eddie (Rochester) Anderson in 
a featured part. 

William Perlberg, producer, is 
starting the picture June: 22 after 
ironing out a few kinks in the Benny 
schedule. 


Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, May 12. 

Don Castle’s option lifted by Para- 
mount. 

Cliff Edwards inked player pact at 
RKO. 

Lorraine Miller 
ticket at Paramount. 

Jean Brooks handed player con- 
tract at RKO. 

Thomas Gomez, 
signed by Universal. 

Edmund Goulding renewed as di- 
rector at Warners. 

Ariel Heath handed player ticket 
by RKO. 

Rags Ragland renewed by Metro, 

Anne Rooney’s minor. contract 
with Paramount approved in court. 

Joan Barclay drew player pact at 
RKO. 

Vicky Lane’s moppet ticket at 


signed acting 


legit player, 





Metro drew court approval. 





‘NO SALE YET’, CORWIN 


Script 





Denies Clesing for Radic 
Inte a Film 





Despite the announcement by Co- 
lumbia Pictures that it has bought 
the screen rights to his ‘My Client 
Curley’ radio play, Norman Cor- 
win says no sale has been made. He 
received an offer from the studio 
some tinfe ago through his agent, 
Nat Wolff, but replied with a coun- 
ter-proposition for a higher price 
and has heard nothing since. The 
company’s additional announcement 
that Corwin would do the screen 
adaptation is apparently without 
foundation. Even if his proposed 
trip to London falls through, Cor- 
win intends devoting himself ex- 
clusively to writing and producing 
material devoted to the war. 

Although ‘My Client Curley’ was 
originally aired by CBS on its ‘Co- 
lumbia Workshop’ program, the net- 
work bought only the single-broad- 
cast rights, so it has no interest in 
a possible film sale. Corwin owns 
the rights jointly with Lucy Fletch- 
er, who authored the original short 
story from which the radio play 
was adapted. She is the wife of 
composer-conductor Bernard Herr- 
mann, 


Theatres, Etc., Come 
Under New York’s New 
Anti-Discrimination Bill 
Aibany, May 12. 
The Washburn and Schwartzwald 
bills which Governor Lehman has 


approved are likely to affect some 
phases of theatre-amusement busi- 








ness. While they are primarily aimed | 


at banning discrimination in employ- 
ment, on account of race, color, 
creed or national origin, in defense 
industries, the Washburn acts adds 
‘national origin’ to ‘race, color, 
creed and previous condition of serv- 


itude’ as grounds for which the ex- 
clusion of any citizen from ‘equal 
enjoyment of accommodations, facili- 
ties and privileges, by owners, man- 
agers or lessees of theatres or other 
places of amusement,’ shall be con- 
sidered a misdemeanor. Such denial, 
or aiding or inciting another to de- 
nial of accommodations, is punish- 
fable by a fine of $50 to $500. 

The Schwartzwald bill, according | 
to Governor Lehman’s memorandum, 
‘permits the Industrial Commissioner | 
to use all of the administrative and | 
investigatory powers vested in her | 
under the Labor Law to examine in- 
to charges of discrimination by pub- 
lic utilities, 
war and defense industries.’ The 
Schwartzwald act is intended to put 


discrimination statutes. 








Johnny Hyde’s Son Heads 
Morris Coast Story Dep’t 





Hollywood, May 12. 
Johnny Hyde’s son, Donald, takes 
over the story contact post in the 
William Morris agency’s Hollywood 
office, succeeding James 


tive at Warners. Young Hyde moved 
to Hollywood six months ago after 


handling stories in the Morris office | 


in New York, under Het Manheim. 
(Latter has since gone into the Army 
and a successor in N. Y. is now 
being decided upon). 

On the Warner lot Geller will 
function as liaison with Jake Wilk of 
the home office on story material. 


Make Sounds Like Peace 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Sound technicians went back to 
work at Republic after a brief walk- 
out and agreed to leave the settle- 
ment of their wage dispute to Harold 
V. Smith, business representative of 
Local 695, and Pat Casey, labor con- 
tact for the producers. 

Trouble started when the company 
insisted on putting the workers on a 
three-week instead of a weekly 











guarantee, which meant a lower 
scale. ; 


labor organizations or | 


teeth into the enforcement of anti- | 


J. Geller | 
who resigned to become story execu- | 


256 Ceiling Now Regarded As 
Dormant; H'wood Never Squawked 





Washington, May 12. 

Pushed inte the background re- 
served for less important issues {s 
the Administration proposal for a 
$25,000 ceiling on annual incomes. 
This doesn’t mean it’s a dead issue, 
but in its original form it’s a sleep- 
ing tiger that nobody seems anxious 
to arouse. 


Today’s important problem with 
those lawmakers framing the new 
tax bill is whether it will contain a 
compulsory savings plan or a sales 
tax. Uncle Sam wants $7,600,000,000 
for his war chest, and the Treasury 
proposals fall short of this objective. 


In the grinding mills of legislation 
on Capitol Hill no New Deal sponso? 
has come forward to champion the 
$25,000 roof on Incomes. If he has, 
his voice has not resounded beyond 
the closed doors of the House Ways 
and Means committee, where the tax 
bill is being blueprinted for debate. 
The situation in a nutshell: 


1. Much quiet wire-pulling against 
the $25,000 income top. The oppo- 
sition is buttressed by editorial opin- 
ion, which is heavily against a red 
light on earned income. Chairman 
Robert L. Doughton said he found 
no sentiment for the Roosevelt pro- 
posal, and other members echo this 
opinion. The G.O.P. minority is sol- 
idly against it. On the other hand, 
liberals assert that the little man 
cannot be expected to carry the 
whole tax load. They want a limita- 
tion on fncome, or some other tax 
device that will separate those in the 
astronomical salary class from luxury 
| incomes. 

2. The limitation on annual in- 
comes-—some fix $50,000 as a fairer 
maximum—could be accomplished by 
a form of compulsory savings under 
consideration. This would compel 
the investment of all income over the 
$50,000 level in Government, low-in- 
terest-bearing bonds. Such a plan is a 
modification of the John Maynard 
|Keynes economic theory—which 
would levy on wage-earners at the 
|source, invest the money in war 
bonds to be held in escrow by the 
Government until after the duration. 
In practice it would provide a cush- 
ion against post-war depression. 


3. Although Treasury Seoretary 
Morgenthau is firmly for the volun- 
tary system of bond selling, others 
high in the councils of the New Deal 
favor the compulsory plan. Vice- 
president Henry A. Wallace, Price 
Administrator Leon Henderson and 
Marriner Eccles of the Federal Re- 
serve Board are said to favor rounde 
|ing up bond buyers by legislation. 








| One of the forced buying arguments 


is that many of today’s bond buyers 
will meet the stress of higher in- 
come taxes next March by = 
in their securities, and the bon 
selling campaign will be a continu- 
ing process, 

4. The full power of labor will be 
| thrown against the sales tax, which 
is last on the administration’s 
revenue raising list. This opposi- 
| tion, coupled with the belief of 

administration leaders that the sales 
| levy puts too heavy a burden on low 
| income groups, is’ enough to sink i, 
| according to the political prophets. 

President Roosevelt and Morgen- 
| thau are against it though some New 
Dealers quietly pull for such a levy. 
| While nobody mentioned it publicly, 
the $25,000 limitation on incomes has 
| behind it strong political opposition, 
from those who say it would dry up 
| campaign chests. A member of the 
Ways & Means committee told a 
‘Variety’ correspondent that not one 
protest came from the motion picture 
| industry or from stars who would be 





| seriously affected by the $25,000 lid. 
Instead, the opposition has come 
| from organized groups, business ex- 
ecutives in the higher brackets, the 
metropolitan press and columnists. 

Members of the Senate and House, 
up for re-election, are genuinely 
alarmed over the new tax legislation. 
They don’t want to overload the 
middle class vote, nor would they 
like to see the $25,000 or better party 
worker turn a cold shoulder on the 
campaign treasurer. The problem i 
to distribute the tax burden equ 
tably, and to excuse the new raid on 
the pocketbook on the ground war 
makes it a necessity. 


Beyond Lies the Rock 


Hollywood, May 1%. 
RKO signed Al Rogell as director 
of the mystery picture, ‘Seven Miles 
from Alcatraz.’ 
Filming starts early in June with 
Lou Greenspan producing. 











= 














mo 
~y 


~ Wedeomiay. May 13, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 7 

















—+ 


Limitation of Film Trucking to One 


Delivery, Exhibs 


Mary of ‘Missouts’ 








With regular truck delivery serv- 


ice held to one delivery daily in 


many spots, and exhibitors forced 
to use express service in certain in- 
stances, industry is launching a cam- 
paign to get exhibs to return prints 
on time. Otherwise, trade officials 


fear there may be many ‘missouts’ 
resulting in an involuntary Ameri- 
can blackout (late print returns dis- 
rupting theatre schedules and forc- 
ing dark houses because film prints 
are unavailable). It’s a war condi- 
tion resulting from priorities on 
rubber, gasoline and need for curb- 
ing waste of material. 

Line of approach in the film busi- 
ness drive is to seek cooperation by 
exhibitors who, in the past, have 


’ been careless about returning their 


prints on promised dates. That was 
not serious when it was possible for 
the distributor to send out additional 
prints by special delivery. When a 
‘show’ was permitted to lay around 
on a railroad station platform or 
was not ready for truck delivery 
service pickup, it made no great 
difference in normal times. 

But under war regulations, there 
will be only a single delivery in 
many spots. And there will be few 
motorcycle special messengers to 
speed prints held over in this man- 
ner. Nor are distribs going to come 
through with special delivery serv- 
ice, even via railroad express, when 


the ‘missouts’ are due to the ex- 
hibitor’s own carelessness, it’s indi- 
cated. 


Industry drive will stress the point 
that all exhibs should cooperate to 
prevent other exhibitors from ‘miss- 
outs’ because it is part of the film 
business endeavor to carry on with 
the slightest disruption in service. 
It will be pointed out that while his 
carelessness may not hurt him the 
first time, another exhib may be- 
come careless and he will have to 
darken his house one day because 
prints are unavailable. 

Because there are about 50,000 
prints used daily, carelessness on the 
part of only a few exhibs can cause 
plenty of ‘missouts’ all down the line. 
Mechanics of handling the prints re- 
quire prompt return of prints after 
playdates have been completed. 





Want 25% Tilt 
Detroit, May 12. 

Representing employees of six film 
carrier firms here, the Teamsters’ 
and Chauffeurs’ union has opened 
negotiations for a new contract ask- 
ing a 25% increase in wages. Basis 
for asking the decided leapup is that 
because of the growing tire shortage, 
expert care is needed in the handling 
of transportation. 

Other factor is that defense indus- 
try has boomed wages and living 
costs here. In addition to the quar- 
ter increase in pay, the film carriers 
are demanding two weeks’ vacation 
with pay, a week’s sick leave with 
pay, and closed shop. 


Put Rapper 0 on ‘Twain’ 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Irving Rapper draws the director 
tack on ‘The Adventures of Mark 
Twain, story of America’s No. 1 
humorist in pioneer days. 

Jesse L. Lasky, producer of ‘Ser- 
geant York,’ is performing the same 
chores on ‘Twain’ at Warners. Film- 
ing starts early in July. 





ELECTRICIANS’ OK 


Will Save Hollywood Studios Around 
$5,000,000 a Year 








Hollywood, May 12. 

Agreement by Studio Set Elec- 
tricians Local 728 to furnish all 
juicers necessary to man sets, elimi- 
nating time and half pay for double 
shifts, will save the industry around 
$5,000,000 annually. 

Temporary work orders are being 
issued by union to outsiders to meet 
all studio calls. 





| skouras, BUCKLEY WEST 


Ricketson Not Yet Confirmed as 
Eastern NT Exec 








Charles Skouras pulled out for the 
Coast Monday (11) accompanied 
by Charles Buckley, legal counsel, 
and is expected to outline realign- 
ment of operating personnel within 
National Theatres and Fox-West 
Coast shortly after his arrival on the 
Coast. 

Frank H. ‘Rick’ Ritketson, Jr., 
president of Fox Intermountain Thea- 
tres, Inc., has been most prominently 
mentioned as likely to become east 
ern rep for Skouras in NT, but no 
official decision has yet been an- 
nounced. 

Skouras has stated that final de- 
cision will not be made until further 
palavers on the Coast. 


2 Theatre Mgrs. In 
Cleve. Stuck Up For 
$958 20 Mins. Apart 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Two theatre managers were held 
up by the same masked gunman and 
two accomplices who rolled both 
showmen for $958 within 20 minutes 
over the weekend and made a clean 
getaway. 

Abbey Fine, manager of the 
Savoy, was cornered by the thugs 
as he was climbing into his auto 
parked behind the theatre. They 
lifted his day’s receipts amounting 
to $203. 

Next victim was Max. Weinstein, 
who manages the nearby Ambassa- 
dor, nailed as he and Oscar Stotter 
of the Ritz were taking $755 to the 
bank. Believing the stickup was a 
joke, the two exhibs tried to laugh 
their way out of it until the masked 
bandit swung his revolver at thei. 
During the fracas Weinstein nearly 
got hit-as the gang sprayed the street 
with bullets to intimidate bystand- 
ers. 


ADDED UMPI POINTS 
UNDER DISCUSSION 


Meeting all day yesterday (Tues- 
day), the exhibitor subcommittee of 
the United Motion Picture Indus- 
try went over the ground covered 
to date and also discussed other 














unity points such as pians for the | 


control of forcing of shorts and con- 
ciliation of territorial as well as in- 
dividual disputes. 


Group, of which Jack Kirsch, 
president of Allied of Illinois is 
chairman, will meet today (Wed.) 


with the committee of the whole of 
UMPI, headed by William F. Rod- 
gers, to make its report on action 
taken by exhibitor associations 
throughout the country, plus recom- 
mendations on other planks in the 
unity program. 

With the UMPI sales plan virtu- 
ally assured, it is probable the com- 
mittee and the exhib bunch will 





90,000,000 FANS WEEKLY | 
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TAKES A CLUE 
TO ATTENDANCE 


——— 


Admission Levy on Ali Tick- 
ets Coincides with Hays 
Office Estimates on Num- 
ber of Persons Patronizing 
Pictures — Annual B. O. 
Gross Placed at $i,200,- 
000,000 


TAX OVER 10% 





With the Federal admission tax 
now applying to all admissions above 
9c, the film industry is able to make 
its most authentic check to date on 
weekly attendance at picture thea- 
tres. While the first full year of 10% 
tax on admission tickets over 9c is 
not complete, figures for the tax on 
tickets of 21c or higher plus Treasury 
Department estimates reveal that 
weekly attendance on the average 
presently is running between 90,000,- 
000 and 92,000,000 persons. 

Previous to the new lowered tax 
limit taking in everything above 9c, 
most authentic figures were those 
from the U.S. Department of Com- 
merce which collaborated in com- 
piling them with the Hays office. 
Last estimate of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn. 
(Hays office), after a recent esti- 

(Continued on page 25) 


1-2 MIN. SHORTS 
TO SELL WAR 


Production of a series of 1 and 2- 
minute shorts, calculated to ‘sell 
America’s war efforts’ to theatre 
audiences, is being mulled in the in- 
dustry, with Warner Bros. reported 
as likely to start work soon on 
such setup of 60-second or slightly 
longer shorts. 

Example of what is possible in 
this regard was the advance briefie 
prepared through War Activities 
Committee recently on Secretary 
Morgenthau’s speech urging pur- 
chase of War Stamps and Bonds. 
Cameramen obtained about three- 
minutes running time material on 
highlights of the speech two or three | 
days in advance, so that 10,000 prints 
could be rushed to key houses 
throughout the U. S. In this way, 
it was possible to blanket the nation | 
On the vital speech, being flashed on 
the screen as soon as Morgenthau | 
had completed his talk, 











DUNPHY NEEDS HELP 





| Reported Talking to RKO’s Kings- 


bury for Manpower 





Chris Dunphy, head of the Amuse- 
ment Division of the War Produc- 
tion Board services branch, has re-| 
portedly approached Malcolm Kings- 


| bury of RKO and other circuit oper- 


|Government department. 


get down to conciliation and shorts- | 


forcing without delay, although 
taking precedence is the _ selling 
formula which both distribs and 
exhibs are anxious to get before the 
Department of Justice for approval. 

It is possible that a committee of 
exhibs and distribs will be either 
discussed or set today (Wednesday ) 
for presentation of the UMPI sales 
plan to the courts and the D. of J. 
before the June 1 deadline when the 
decree automatically becomes in- 
effective on 1942-43 selling under 
the so-called escape clause. 

Only three exhibitor organiza- 
tions have refused to okay the 
UMPI plan, which gives it a vast 
majority of supporters and makes it 
practically a foregone conclusion 
that film for the coming season will 


be sold in blocks of 12 on a quar- | 


j terly basis or less. 





ators on a plan to recruit people fa- 
miliar with show business for hi 

Top the- 
atre talent is difficult to obtain on a 
permanent basis, with understanding 
that some circuit heads 
sponded with offers to provide any 
necessary help in an 
pacity. 





Dunphy Organizing 
Washington, D. C., May 12. 

Chris Dunphy is currently organiz- 
ing his staff, though no additional 
appointments have been made as yet. 
The appointment of an ‘expert in 
theatre management’ and a person 
familiar with outdoor amusements 
is being delayed by red tape and in- 
vestigations. 

There is no general drive on for 
recruits from show business, Dunphy 
being chiefly interested in obtaining 
a skelton staff with an inside knowl- 
edge of the theatre. 





K-A-O0 13 WEEKS UP 


"42 «as 





$335,286 for Forepart of 
Against $236,679 





Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. and 
subsidiaries showed a net profit of 
$335,286 for the first 13 weeks of 
1942 as compared with $236,679 for 
the first quarter last year. Gross in- 
come for the quarter ending last 
April 4 totalled $747,696 before pro- 
vision for income taxes and depre- 
ciation, representing an increase cf 
more than $255,000 oves the first 13 
weeks last year. 

rovision for income taxes 
amounted to $253,594 in the quarter 
or nearly three times the $92,896 in 
the initial 1941 quarter. Provision 
for Federal] income taxes is based on 
a 40% rate for 1942 as compared 
with a 24% rate in 1941. K-A-O 
statement pointed out that no pro- 
vision has been made for Federal 
excess profits tax because the com- 
panies do not appear liable in this 
respect. 


Duals and ‘Victory 
Films’ Make Shorts’ 
Future Indefinite 


With all majors likely to reduce 
the number of shorts for 1942-43 in 
order to absorb 52 victory short fea- 
tures into their programs, any cam- 
paign to enhance the value of shorts 
in the next 14 months admittedly 
hinges on what the industry is go- 
ing to do about double features 
during the war period. 

Actually, there will be nearly as 
many shorts available as before since 
each distributor will handle a cer- 
tain percentage of the victory pix, 
selling them to exhibitors ahd figure 
on them as part of the screen play- 
ing time in theatres. If these shorts 
measure up strongly, the status of 
the short feature may be slightly 
enhanced in the coming season. But 
not materially unless the short is 
lifted out of the stepchild category 
where it has been since duals came 
into prominence. 

Because most major companies 
have their production schedule 
geared to fit the demand for duals, 
just now there seems little chance 
for solo picture bills to gain much 











| additional prominence for at least 
|another year. Demand for double- 
| feature fodder in Los Angeles and 
|}elsewhere on the Coast as well as 
in the New York area and most of 





|the Atlantie seaboard doubtlessly 
|has prompted production lineups to | 
| fill dual requirements. For several 
years this policy has taken little 
cognizance of public and exhibitor | 
demands in Texas, 


dlewest and southern states for 
stronger shorts on single-feature | 
bills. 


Whether the drain on the tech- 
nical staffs, equipment, material and | 





have re-| 


advisory ca-| 


players resulting from the war will 
force a gradual curbing of the 
amount of film production (the war- 
time effort produced a drastic re- 


duction in the total production in 
Great Britain after about a year) 
probably will not become apparent 
for another six months or possibly | 


That is the 
bright prospect on the 
shorts—the 
minor 


longer. outstanding 
horizon for 
curtailme: of current 
feature eee ing. 


‘Red Harvest’ Teams 
Goddard and Donlevy 


Hollwood, May 12. 
Paulette Goddard and Brian Don- 
levy are teamed as co-stars in ‘Red 
Harvest,’ a tale of war, at Paramount. 
Donlevy’s assignment prevents his 
appearance in ‘Cargo of Innocents,’ 
in which he had been tentatively 
slated with Robert Taylor and 
Charles Laughton at “Metro. Pro- 





or in many mid- | 





duction schedules conflict. 


Regional Instead of National Sales 
Conventions Favored by Distribs 





Because of the fact that major pro- 
ducers under the consent decree 
whose selling may be modified from 
sales of blocks of five to crates of 12, 
sales conventions are not being dis- 
cussed with regard to the 1942-43 
product, although Paramount last 
week held a three-day general ex- 
ecutive distribution session to the 
followed by regional conclaves. 
These, however, are mostly to lay 
plans for marketing of the balance 
of this year’s product, including a 
special, ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 

While it is said that Par might 
hold a national convention later on, 
none of the other majors is leaning 
in the direction of such meetings and 
possibly Par also may not hold any 
since Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over dis- 
tribution, is known to disfavor large 
meetings because they become un- 
wieldy. He felt this way last year 
and as a result held regionals only. 

Twentieth-Fox and Metro are also 
said to favor regionals as soon as 
they might be held, while Warners 
and RKO are also laying back wait- 
ing to see what happens to the 
United Motion Picture industry sales 
plan. In sales circles it is held that 
there would be no point to have sales 
meetings until it is known how the 


Big Five is going to sell next year_ 


and policy can be outlined to the 
sales forces, plus the UMPI selling 
formula if that is adopted. Metro 
is holding a district managers meet- 
ing in Chicago, Monday (18), but 
not to discuss 1942-43 plans. 

48 Pix or Less? # 

Likewise the number of pictures 
are a matter of flexibility at the mo- 
ment, but if the UMPI sales plan 
goes into effect it’s not expected that 
any of the decree companies will 
set more than a maximum of 438. 
This is the number in mind for 20th 
and Warners, while Metro will prob- 
ably flexibly schedule a minimum of 
44 and maximum of 52. Paramount 
will probably run around 40, but un- 
derstood the company is not inclined 
to announce any number at all. 
RKO, from accounts, may drop to 
40 or even less. 

Universal is holding a national 
convention in New York,, June 2-5, 
first company to make such plans 
official.. Columbia, another non- 
consent distributor, is discussing a 
national powwow, but nothing set as 
yet. United Artists will probably 
hold regionals, while Republic is 
doing the same starting with the first 
in New York this week. 


Mono’s Coast Conclave 
Hollywood, May 12. 
Monogram franchise-holders and 
exchange managers are converging 
here from all parts of the country 


for the year’s first sales convention. 
Four-day session gets under way 
Wednesday (13) with attendance 


highest in company’ s history. 


'U CARRYING TOP LOAD, 
GRINDING ON SEVEN PIX 


Hollywood, May 12. 





Production at Universal is at its 
capacity peak, with seven pictures 
before the cameras and every sound 


stage slated to be occupied for at 


i least a month. 


Seven in work are ‘The Silver 
Bullet,’ ‘Love and Kisses, Caroline,’ 
| ‘The Invisible Agent,’ ‘Deep in the 
Heart of Texas,’ ‘Sherlock Holmes 
Saves London,’ ‘I Want to Dance’ 
and a serial, ‘The Adventures of 
Smilin’ Jack.’ 





20th’s Boy and His Hoss 


Hollywood, May 12. 
First Technicolor picture in the 
new production program at 20th-Fox 
will be ‘My Friend Flicka,’ a tale 
of a boy and his horse, to be filmed 
with outdoor backgrounds in Utah, 
Roddy MacDowell, slated to start 
as the boy, is laid up with measles, 
delaying work on his current pic- 
ture, ‘The Pied Piper.’ Filming of 

‘Flicka’ is slated to start June 8. 
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THIS ABOVE ALL 


20th-Fox release of Darryl! F. Zanuck 
production. Stars Tyrone Power, Joan Fon- 
@aine; features Thomas Mitchell, Henry 
Stephenson, Nigel Bruce, Gladys Cooper, 
Philip Merivale, Sara Allgood, Alexander 
Knox. Directea vy Anatole Litvak. Screen- 
play R. C. Sherriff, from novel by Erie M. 
Knight: camera, Arthur Miller; music, 
Alfred Newman; editor, Walter Thompson. 
Reviewed in projection room, N. Y., May 





11. "42. Running time, 110 MENS. 
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From Eric M. Knight's ‘This Above 
All,’ the first best-selling novel to 
come out of the Second World War, 
20th Century-Fox has made an 
enormously successful picture. It 
has everything—an enthralling ro- 
mantic story with inescapable topical 
connotations, a distinguished cast, 
superb performances, skillful di- 
rection and a handsome production. 
It should evoke enthusiastic re- 
views and potent word of mouth, 
and it is a cinch for extended runs 
and powerful grosses. 


As a huge reading public already 
knows, “This Above All’ is a tale of 
England in that tense interval be- 
tween Dunkirk and the London blitz 
of September, 1940. It tells of the 
romance between a beauteous daugh- 
ter of the aristocracy and a lowly- 
born soldier who has deserted after 
fighting honorably through the 
shattering battle of Flanders and the 
tragic evacuation of Dunkirk. 


But to an America still arousing 
itself to the full fury of war, it is 
a'so the inflaming story of how a dis- 
illusioned man’s unquenchable love 
of country finally restores his faith, 
bring him back to duty and to his 
own self-respect. That's mettlesome 
subject matter at an} time, but just 
now it has irresistible compulsion. 


Although R. C. Sherriff’s screen 
adaptation softens certain aspects of 
the novel, such as toning down the 
love affair during the couple’s stay 
at the Dover inn, or eliminating the 
complication of the soldier’s brain 
injury, it has not weakened the 
story. In some ways the yarn is 
even improved. For one thing, the 
whole involved subject of the demo- 
cratic aims in the war, problem of 
the conflict of social classes, or the 
question of pacifism against duty to 
one’s country are expertly focused 
in personal terms. Similarly, the 
expansive canvas of an England 
breathlessly preparing for the ex- 
pected invasion is kept as a back- 
ground to the vibrant personal 
story. Indeed, that story itself is re- 
lated with such taut cogency that 
interest rarely slackens. 


There are many effective, affecting 
scenes in the picture. A provocative 
one opens the story, as the liberal- 
minded girl tells off her circle of 
Cliveden-set relatives for _ their 
stupidly reactionary attitude toward 
the war. Several of the love scenes 
between the man and the girl are 
deeply touching, but her speech 
about the England she loves has es- 
pecially throat-catching poignance. 

With so many worthwhile ele- 
ments so smoothly blended in the 
film, it is difficult to single out indi- 
vidual contributions. Yet Anatole 
Litvak’s direction is unmistakably 
expressive. Tyrone Power gives 
admirable vigor and conviction to 
the rolé of the eynical, but inarticu- 
late soldier. Joan Fontaine gives a 
glowing, tender and enormously be- 
guiling portrayal of the tremulous, 
courageous, loving and _ loveable 
heroine. 

Thomas Mitchell, Henry Stephen- 
son, Nigel Bruce, Gladys Coo er, 
Philip Merivale, Sara Allgood, Alex- 
ander Knox are all convincing in 
varying important supporting roles 
while such competent actors as Mel- 
ville Cooper, Queenie Leonard, Jill 
Esmond, Arthur Shields and Dennis 
Hoey register in bit parts. Alfred 
Newman’s score is eloquent, 

Picture’s title is a quotation from 
the familiar speech of Polonius in 
‘Hamlet’—This above all: To thine 
own self be true.’ Hobe. 


MRS. MINIVER 


(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of Sidney Franklin produc- 
tion. Stars Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon; 
features Teresa Wright, Dame May Whitty, 
Richard Ney. Directed by William Wyler. 
Screenplay by Arthur Wimperis, George 
Froeschel, James Hilton and Claudine West, 
based on the bock by Jan Struther; camera, 
Joseph Ruttenberg; editor, Harold F. Kress. 


Score, Herbert Stothart, with incidental 
song, ‘Midsummer's Day,’ by Gene Lock- 
hart, Tradeshown in New York May 12, 
42. Running time, 133 MINS. 
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Superbly catching the warmth and 
feeling of Jan Struther’s characters 
in her best-selling book of sketches, 


‘Mrs. Miniver,’ Metro has created 
out of it a poignant story of the joys 
and sorrows, the humor and pathos 
of middle-class family life in war- 
time England. Additionally imbued 
with an unmatchably able cast and 
the fine, understanding direction of 
William Wyler, the picture will draw 
good grosses, particularly among 
class and femme audiences. 

Its one defect, not uncommon with 
Metre’s prestige product, is _ its 
length—two hours and 13 minutes. 
It gets about three-quarters of the 
way through and begins floundering, 
like a vaude act that doesn’t know 
how to get off the stage. Were this 
remedied by some shearing, the film 
would undoubtedly rate close to the 
pinnacle for the year—if not at the 
b.o., at least in the accolades of crit- 
ics and lovers of fine acting, fine 
writing and fine direction. 

In addition, the film, in its quiet 
yet actionful way, is, probably en- 
tirely unintentionally, one of the 
strongest pieces of propaganda 
against complacency to come out 
of the war. Not that it shows any- 
thing like the result of lack of plan- 
ning by governments or individuals, 
but in that it brings so close to home 
the effects of total war. The film 
is so warm, so well done, that Mrs. 
Miniver’s family is the audience’s 
family; that what’s in her heart is in 
the audience’s heart when her hus- 
band is summoned from his bed at 
2 a.m. to help rescue the legions of 
Dunkirk, when her son flies out 
across the Channei each night, when 
she frightenedly captures a sick and 
starving German pilot who bears re- 
semblance to her own boy, when her 
daughter-in-law of a few weeks is 
killed. Mrs. Miniver truly brings the 
war into one’s own family. 

Withal, it’s a pleasant picture that 
scripters Arthur Wimperis, George 
Froeschel, James Hilton and Clau- 
dine West have contrived. The story 
is entirely theirs. Miss Struther’s 
book—a corznilation of short pieces 
that had appeared in various Eng- 
lish magazines and newspapers— 
comprised nothing but sketches of 
incidents in the suburban life of Mrs. 
Miniver. There was no continuing 
story and the film, in fact, also is 
mostly a series of incidents. 

Yarn which Metrvu writers have 
evolved picks up the Minivers in 
their pretty English countryside 
home just before the start of the war. 
Their church services are interrupted 
by the pastor’s announcement of the 
outbreak of hostilities. it still doesn’t 
mean too much to them until their 
son, at the dinner table a few hours 
later, announces he’s joining the 
RAF. Then there’s the call to Dun- 
kirk, Mrs. Miniver’s unheroic cap- 
ture of the flier. the bombing of 
their home as frightened half to 
death but resolute to the end they 
try to keep their two younger chil- 
dren calm in their tiny air-raid shel- 
ter. And the village flower show, 
duly clouded by the war but still im- 
portant despite it; the son’s marriage, 
his quick call to action after the 
honeymoon, his bride’s death and, 
finally, church services again. The 
church is almost in ruins, fhe altar 
only a rough board improvisation, 
but the gaping hole in the roof per- 
mits the congregation a view of the 
heavens—and Spitfires going forth 
to do battle, as the Minivers and 
their depleted fellow-villagers con- 
tinue to pray. ; 

Greer Garson, with her knee- 
weakening smile, and Walter e * 
eon, almost equally personable, are 
the Minivers. Scarcely less engag- 
ing or capable are young Teresa 
Wright as their daughter-in-law and 
Richard Ney in the difficult role of 
their son. Miss Wright, incidentally, 
has many of the fine screen charac- 
teristics of Miss Garson and will un- 
doubtedly prove b.o. gold to Samuel 
Goldwyn, to whom she is under con- 
tract. 

There’s also a supreme list of 
lesser players, including Dame May 
Whitty, Reginald Owen, Henry Trav- 
ers, Henry Wilcoxon and Brenda 
Forbes. Tiny Christopher Severn, as 
the youngest of the Miniver brood, 
suffers from the over-precociousness 
of most film children, but is fre- 
quently good for laughs. 

It’s impossible to praise too highly 
Wyler’s direction, which hits only 
one or two false notes throughout 
the lengthy presentation. His is 
clearly the understanding heart to 
whom these are not actors, but peo- 
ple living genuine joy and sorrow 
and fear and doubt. 

Production is in top Metro tradi- 
tion with the understandable ex- 
ception of a few special effects, 
notably the Dunkirk scenes. Herb. 


POWDER TOWN’ 


RKO release of Cliff Reid 
Features Victor McLaglen, 
O’Brien, June Havoc, Dorothy Lovett, Ed- 


production. 
Edmond 


die Foy, Jr., Damian O’Flynn. Directed 
by Rowland V. Lee. Screenplay, David 
Boehm, based on original idea by Vicki 


Baum and novel by Max Brand; camera, 






Fred Redman; editor, Samuel E. Beetley. 
Tradeshown in New York May 8. Running 
time, 79 MINS, 
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Despite obvious efforts to tie this 





Miniature Reviews 


‘This Above All’ (20th). Dis- 
tinguished, vividly engrossing 
and entertaining auaptation of 
best-selling romantic novel. 
Should get exceptional grosses. 

‘Mrs. Miniver,’ (M-G). Excel- 
lent screen version of the book 
of the same name. Will do good 
biz. 

‘Powder Town’ (RKO). Good 
title om a dull meller about 
foreign agents trying to steal 
American scientist's formula on 
explosives. 

‘Mexican Spitfire Sees a Ghost’ 
(RKO), Farce with Lupe Veiez 
and Leon Errol in dual role okay 
for dual support. 

‘Escape From Hong Kong’ (U) 
(Song). Strong meller on timely 
topic will provide good action 
support in regular dual bookings. 

‘They Flew Alene’ (RKO-Brit- 
ish). Drama about aviatrix 
Amy Johnson and Jim Mollison; 
stars Anna Neagle; OK in Brit- 
ain, questionable for U.S. 

‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep). Action pic okay for juve 
trade. Stars Donald ‘Red’ Barry. 

‘Native Land’ (Indie). Top- 
flight documentary, lauding 
Americanism. 

‘Ghest Town Law’ (Mono). 
Combination of mystery and 
hoss opera, puts load on Buck 
Jones and Tim McCoy. 

‘Meet the Mob’ (Mono). Medi- 
ocre comedy, should do for 
minor double bills. 

‘The Foreman Went to France’ 
(UA). British-made war pic due 
for big b.o. in America and 
Britain. 








far-fetched espionage theme in with 
a topical defense formula, ‘Powder 
Town’ emerges as a thinly drawn, 
unsatisfactory meller. Its major 
handicap is an inadequate yarn, 
based on trite premise, unimagina- 
tive in its unfolding. 

A couple of okay individual per- 
formances emerge from the soggy 
scripting, Edmond O’Brien scoring 
mainly on appearance despite his 
awkward assignment as a screwball 
scientist, while Eddie Foy, Jr., comes 
through with a few laugh bits as a 
Caspar Milquetoast character. Vic- 
tor McLaglen fails to surmount the 
paucity of suitable material in role 
as a powder plant foreman who is 
given job of bodyguard to the 
absent-minded professor. 

Story revolves about schemes of 
foreign agents, with top man con- 
veniently spotted In executive post 
in a powder plant, to obtain formula 
of a new explosive. 

O’Brien is drafted from a scientific 
institute by the War Department and 
brought to Powder Town to carry on 
his research. 

June Havoc, as a dancer, photo- 
graphs unattractively and misses as 
one of the sirens playing for affec- 
tions of the dopey scientist, latter 
heavily overdrawn. Mori. 


Mexican Spitfire Sees 
A Ghost 


RKO release of CHff Reid production. 
Stars Lupe Velez, Leon Errol: features 
Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, Elisabeth Risdon, 
Donald MacBride, Minna Gombell. Di- 
rected by Leslie Goodwins. Original screen- 


play, Charles E. Roberts, Monte Brice; 
eamera, Russell Metty; editor, Theron 
Warth. Previewed in projection room. New 
York, May 8 Running time, 70 MINS. 
CONE: 0 3.65.5 6056608 Hable 60s Lupe Velez 
BO Aca wis cc ccicdeswions 
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Leon Errol’s corking, if repetitious, 
dual comedy impersonation should 
carry this B programmer through as 
a supporting feature for satisfactory 
returns. In essence, it’s more like a 
vaudeville skit in which Errol de- 
livers a 70-minute impersonation of 
a screwy, comic opera English lord. 
But it will likely register for a 
healthy laugh score in the subse- 
quents. Donald MacBride, as an- 
other slightly berserk, dyspeptic Eng- 
lishman with high blood pressure, is 
teamed up with Errol for some 
hilarious business. 


Yarn in latest of the ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ series revolves about Lord 
Epping’s need for new capital. The 
FitzPattens, brother and sister, due 
to arrive in America on a visit, are 
interested but Lord Epping goes 
hunting moose in Canada and leaves 
it all to his partner, Buddy Rogers. 
In order to keep the FitzPattens 
from going away inea huff, Errol, 
Rogers’ uncle, impersonates the 
knight errant, getting the wig and 
mustache foliage by trimming the 
hair off a dog, 

Haunted house motif, couple of 
yeg in cellar on lam from the 
gendarmes, a poker game and Errol 
trying to play lord and butler at 
same time are all defily handled. 

Mori. 





Escape From Hong Kong 
(ONE SONG) 


Hollywood, May 8. 
Universal release of Marshal! Grant pro- 
duction. Features Leo Carrillo, Andy De- 
vine, Marjorie Lord, Don Terry. Directed 
by William Nigh. Original screenplay by 
Roy Charslor; camera, Woody Bredell; edi- 
tor, Maurice Wright; song, Milton Rosen 


and Everett Carter. Previewed in studio 
projection room, May 7, "42. Running time, 
60 MINS. 
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This is a well-concocted and fast- 
paced melodrama of topical nature 
that will stand up as a strong dual 
supporter in the regular runs. 

Don Terry replaces Dick Foran in 
this adventurous display of three 
Americans on tour in Hong Kong 
when the international situation gets 
hot in the Orient. Foran has pre- 
viously been teamed with Leo Ca- 
rillo and Andy Devine in the series. 

The three Yanks have a sharp- 
shooting turn at the Hongkong vaude 
house, when Terry becomes en- 
tangled with counter-espionage agent 
Marjorie Lord, who’s been sent from 
London to.. ferret out serious leaks 
in the British Intelligence office. 
Terry gets the girl out of a jam, and 
then falls in love with her—but fig- 
ures she’s a German agent, and trails 
her all over the Crown colony. After 
a series of neatly-tied episodes for 
dramatic attention, Terry leads the 
three Americans into the heroic 
spots, disclosing the German agent 
within the ranks of the British In- 
telligence service, and escaping with 
his pals and Miss Lord in a speed- 
boat when the Japs start bombing 
Hong Kong on Dec. 7. 

Script by Roy Chanslor is deftiy 
written in straight-forward display of 
the dramatic elements, and director 
William Nigh does a slick job of 
holding suspense throughout with his 
fast-moving tale. 

Terry makes a good film hero as 
the leader of the three Yanks, and 
also soloes ‘Where the Prairies Meet 
the Sky’ at the opening. Carillo and 


Devine provide their usually good 
characterizations, while Miss rd 
effectively portrays the counter- 


espionage agent. Strong support is 
—— by Leyland Hodgson, Gil- 
ert Emery, Frank Puglia and Ches- 
ter Gan. 

Although set up on modern budget, 
picture conveys the Hongkong back- 
ground in good style. Photography 
is okay. Walt. 


THEY FLEW ALONE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, April 12. 
RKO release of Herbert Wilcox produc- 
tion, stars AYnia“NGagie atid Rovert New- 
ten. Directed by Herbert Wilcox. Screen- 
play and scenario by Miles Malleson from 
story by Lord Castlerosse; camera, Mutz 


Greenbaum. Reviewed at Cambridge the- 
atre, London. Running time, 104 MINS. 

Amy FOMMMORe ccccccescocsesss Anna Neagle 
JIM MoOWMGon..cccccccccveces Robert Newton 
BE, SEMMGOR 6 6666 666666 66% Edward Chapman 
Mra. Johnson.......seees Joan Kemp-Welch 
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Lord Wakefield........ e+e.-Charles Carson 
BENG cnctunceses tases ecccceces Brefni O’ Rorke 
MAYOP.ccecsece eececveesee-Klliott Makeham 
Mechanie....... erceces acceee Ronald Shiner 
Schoolmistress.....ccscceseees Martita Hunt 
Wakefield's Secretary........-. Ian Fleming 





The achievements and fame of 
Amy Johnson, her unhappy marriage 
and pitiful end are highlights in 
everybody’s consciousness on this 
side. To review this for the States 
is like an American trying to meas- 
wre a film biography of, say Knute 
Rockne, for the British market, only 
more so. There’s no question, how- 
ever, of the pic’s boxoffice power 
in the Empire. 

From a series of pioneering and 
record-making world flights accom- 
plished by Amy and Jim Mollison, 
hung on a thin thread of a romance, 
Herbert Wilcox has made his pic- 
ture. Technically it is a very good 
job for, despite the attenuated 
story, the film holds attention. This 
is largely due to the restrained, sym- | 
pathetic and, in spots, vivid perform- 
ance of Anna Neagle. It is a quiet 
performance, underplayed, if any- 
thing, in the more dramatic spots, but 
she registers conclusively as the kind 
of girl that Amy Johnson was in the 
eyes of RKO. 

Robert Newton’s Mollison is ram- 
bling and sketchy. An unsympa- 
thetic role, certainly, for he is shown 
as a selfish, drinking woman chaser 
(the latter in the dialog only), but 
Newton seems to come to grips with 
it in a manner peculiarly his own. 

None of the rest of the cast, except 
Amy’s parents, has much to do. Of 
the senior Johnsons, Edward Chap- 
man, as the father, is by far the most 
convincing and turns in a good job 
as an upper middle-class Yorkshire- 
man. Hay Petrie does a good ‘bit’ 
as a pompous retired general. 

Starting, strangely enough, with 
what develops to be a flashback for- 
ward to almost the end of the film, 
Amy is shown briefly to fix her char- 
acter as a highschool girl with more 
individuality than tact, then in one 
or two routine store and office jobs 
before finally taking up flying in her 
spare time and setting off alone to 
fly to Australia. From there on the 


piece is almost entirely her world 
flights, meeting with Mollison, mar- 





riage, their dual flight to America, 


Wednesday, May 13, 1942 


divorce, the war, her ferry pilot job 
and her fatal crash. Brief touches 
of comedy and snatches of the John. 


son family life in a provincial town 
make for a little variation. 

‘They Flew Alone’ will be a suc- 
cess on this side for many reasons, 
Biographies are popular, for one. 
Amy Johnson is almost a national 
legend and the masses are air- 
minded. It has already been booked 
here by Odeon and Paramount cir- 
cuits. . Jolo. 


Remember Pearl Harbor 


Republic release of Albert J. Cohen pro- 
duction. Directed by Joseph Santley, 
Sereenplay, Malcolm Stuart Boylan and 
Isabel Dawn; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
Charles Craft; special effects, Howard Lye 





decker; music director, Cy Feuer: teche 
nical adviser, Col. Robert C. Cettun. Pre 
viewed in projection reom, May 8, '42 
Running time, 75 MINS. 

Steve ‘Lucky’ Smith...... Donald M. Barry 
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This is strictly for the action fans, 
There’s little here for the adult the- 
atregoer, for whom the yarn has iit- 
tle depth, but the youngstefs should 
go for it big. It’s strictly a dualer, 
with the title being a hig selling fac- 
tor in action situations, with Donald 
‘Red’ Barry’s name also giving the 
pic a marquee boost in those spots 
where westerns and the like have 
been top b.o. 

This picture, dealing with Ameri- 
ca’s ‘stab in the back’ at Pearl Har- 
bor, marks a departure for Barry, 
who heretofore has played strictly in 
Republic westerns. 

For those who would be exacting 
in their military tactics, ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor’ doesn’t do miich jus- 
tice to the American military’s intel- 
ligence corps. A couple of poor tac- 
tical moves by the American general 
in combating the film’s ultimate 
Pearl Harbor assault, however, will 
find less discriminating criticisms in 
the market for which this film is 
aimed. 

Barry plays a doughboy in the 
Philippines who’s always getting 
himself into the brig. Alan Curtis is 
his sidekick, a lad with more honest 
inhibitions, and there’s Fay McKen- 
zie as the inevitable romantic tar- 
get of the two lads. All of which is 
familiar enough. When Pearl Harbor 
comes it’s Barry who unearths the 
fifth column ring and sacrifices his 
life in a suicide plane dive at a Jap 
troop transport. 

Performances are more or less 
standard, with Joseph Santley’s di- 
rection keeping the pace fairly brisk, 

One diverting touch is in pointing 
up the American commanding of- 
ficer’s resemblance to General Mac- 
Arthur, an obvious u:rectiéral angfe 
that was played to the hilt. But the 
resemblance is purely physical. It’s 
unlikely that the great American 
general would have led his men into 
the Japanese ambush in which the 
film’s doughboys have been led. The 
American military intelligence re- 
calls all too vividly that such a stu- 
pidity became passe with ‘ers 
last stand. Naka. 


NATIVE LAND 


(WITH SONGS) 

Frontier Films production and release, 
Features Paul Robeson (as narrator). Die 
rected by Leo Hurwitz, Paul Strand; asso- 
ciate directors, Alfred Saxe, William Watts; 
camera, Paul Strand; editor, Leo Hurwitz; 





commentary by David Wolff; music, Mare 
Blitzstein; orchestra, Lehman Engel. At 
World, N. ¥., starting May 11, '42. Run- 
ning time, 80 MINS, 

Tne PRrrmer. .cccccveseciccece Fred Johnson 
Rig Wife. 2... ccccccectecceceoes Mary George 
EIia SOM. .ccccccccccenseceecess John Rennicx 
SIAVEY...ccccccvcccccesoecs Amelia Romano 
Sharecropper.....sessee «...-Housely Stevens 
Sharecropper.....cecscecseces+s Louis Grant 
Union President.......+..+.4d James Hanney 
penet PIR... ccccavcoes Howard Da Silva 
Vice-President. ...cscccseeesseses Art Smith 
Spy Executive... ...Richard Bishop 
PE. < 6'vs os Cocedvesnse cocessios Tom Pedi 
Member. «2 cc ccvcccccecescoecess Bert Conway 
Comtact Biat...++cadceccceess Charles Jordan 
Wife of President.........--. Vaughn King 
GARGOEE occ deco cesccsccccsenee Robert Strauss 
LPERIO® GPL... cicccccocececs Dolores Cornell 
THE cic 6 ccc cchatocvceeseusseecs John Marlieb 
Joseph Shoemaker.....+...+.+- Tom Connors 
POUING. cocccvercccsovesecere Harry Wilson 
Mimiater...ccccrcccces Rev. Charles Webber 
WE cepetctdcccevessoce Virginia Stevens 
SE, chdérdieds.ctasséevens Clancy Cooper 





Based on material of U. S. Senate 
Civil Liberties Committee and pub- 
lic documents, ‘Native Land’ strives 
to dramatize the meaning of Amer- 
ica’s traditional liberty and Bill of 
Rights in present-day terms. That 
it at least partially succeeds 1S 
gleaned from the intense suspense 
the film develops, perhaps more so 
than any other documentary except- 
ing possibly for one of the top Brit- 
ish war documentary features. Tech- 
nically the production is refreshing 
on many angles, often almost bril- 
liant. Presence of Paul Robeson as 
the sole narrator enhances its b.0. 
possibilities. Should stack up with 
business enjoyed by top documentary 
pictures in U. S. 

Picture obviously attempts to re- 
awaken the basic patriotic feelings 
of Americans and perhaps make 
them realize that while it may not 
be the perfect land, real Americans 
are aware of the worst elements in 
nation’s family—the fifth columnists, 
snipers, etc. It depicts the fight 

(Continued on page 16) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





(hi Holdovers Sock Biz; Durante 
Helps Born Sing’ to Fine $21,000, 
Shanghai - Hayfoot Sturdy 136 








Chicago, ve 

e is good throughout the loop 

ek ook Sespite a lot of holdover 

material. Expecting an especially 

fine summer here this year because 

of the curtailment of transportation. 

icago holds ‘Fleet’s In’ plus Connee 

Boswell and the Gene Krupa band, 

doing a bright $37,000 on its second 
session. 

Jimmy Durante on the stage of the 
Oriental is the reason for a strong 
$21,000. Vaudeville lineup plus ‘Born 
to Sing’ is the combo. The Schnoz 
has always been a favorite in Chi- 
cago. Palace is doing a good $13,000 
with ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ and ‘Date 
With Falcon.’ 

Best all-round filmer bet is ‘Woman 
of Year,’ which will get around $15,- 
000, fine for third week at the State- 

e 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Brooklyn’ 
(UA) (3d wk). Has proved a fine 
moneymaker. Again to neai busi- 
ness at $5,000 following $6,300 on its 
second stanza. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and stage show 
headed by Connee Boswell and Gene 
Krupa orchestra (2d wk). Combina- 
tion holds on for second session to 
brilliant $37,000 following a happy 
$43,100 on first week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Henry, 
Dizzy’ (Par) (2d wk). Going to 
$4,500 this week after a pleasant 
$5,400 last week. — 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Born to Sing’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Jimmy Durante heading the 
stage line-up and the reason for 
strong $21,000. Last week, ‘Jimmy 
Valentine’ (Rep) and Jan Garber 
orchestra, fine $20,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Tuttles’ (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ 
(RKO). Combination is better than 
average; good $13,000. Last week, 
‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘What’s Cookin 
(U), okay $11,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Shanghai’ (UA) and ‘Hayfoot’ 


(UA). ‘Hayfoot’ drew rave reports 
from crix. Satisfying $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and 


‘Among Living’ (Par), meagre $7,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 33-55-65- 
75)—‘Woman Year’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Picture holding up well, fine $15,000, 
following excellent $16,900 last week. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
Cut version of Disney picture Cite, 
along well, sturdy $9,000, after bright 
$11,900 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Valley Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Sing 
Worries Away’ (RKO). Not much at 
$4,500. Last week; ‘Drums Congo’ 
(U) and ‘Marie Roget’ (U), good 
$7,200. 


‘Gal Sal’ Rowdy $12,000 
Prov. Ace; ‘Wife Flyer’ | 
Oke 116, ‘Gold Rush’ 926 


Providence, May 12. 

‘My Gal Sal,’ at Majestic, is riding 
high, wide and handsome this week, 
leading the field. “The Wife Takes a 
Flyer, at Loew’s State, is next 
among the grossers, with ‘The Gold 
Rush’ doing nicely at RKO Albee 
with holdover sure. Narragansett 
race track closed down Saturday (9) 
and should help matinees. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Juke Box 
Jennie’ (U). Hypoed by one of most 
intensive exploitation campaigns 
hereabouts in some months. Among 
Bags were radio limerick contests, | 
stooge about town week before show- 
ing, distribution of safe keys, égg- 
hunt tie-in with big local market. 
coloring contests and, as a topper, 
telegram from Chaplin, which won 
the theatre a full window display 
with Postal Telegraph. Show head- 
ing for swell $9,500, and holdover. 
Last week, ‘The Spoilers’ (U) and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), nifty $9,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G) (3d downtown wk). 
Heading for nice $3,200 after taking 
in $3,500 in second stanza. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
Murder in Big House’ (WB) and 
Major Bowes 1942 All-Star Revue on 
Stage. Good combo looking healthy 
at $6,800. Last week, ‘Mississippi 
Gambler’ (U) and vaude, good $6,000. 
wn Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man Who 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th), Strong $12,000. 

st week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) 








65)—‘Broadway Big Shot’ (Mono) 
plus Benny Goodman orch. Took in 
a fairly good $7,000 in three-day 
stand. Last week, ‘Man 2 Lives’ 
(Mono) and Les Brown band, nice 
$6,000 in three days. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Willing’ (Col). Will manage fairish 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Gone With 
Wind’ (M-G), third time around for 
fair $12,500 at slightly upped prices. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Affairs 
Valentine’ (Rep) (2d wk). Happy 
— after zowie $11,000 in first 
week, 


RIO RITA’ 156 
PACES CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 12. 

Merry returns on ‘Rio Rita,’ big- 
gest Palace draw in weeks, are push- 
ing up Cincy’s general boxoffice for 
the second successive week. Second 
best bet currently is ‘Rings on Her 
Fingers’ at the Albee. 

Of the other new product, Keith's 
is in the black on ‘Larceny, Inc.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par), socko $16,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (6th wk), Wind- 
ing up highly profitable run with a 
strong $5,000. Last week (5th), was 
nearly the same, excellent. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col) and ‘Strange 
Case Dr. Rx’ (U), split with ‘Klondike 
Fury’ (Mono) and ‘Girls Town’ 
(PRC). Normal $2,100. Last week, 
‘Spitfire Sea’ (RKO) and ‘Cadets Pa- 
rade’ (Col), divided with ‘Sleepytime 
Gal’ (Rep) and ‘Below order’ 
(Mono), all right $2,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.430; 33-40-50)— 
‘True to Army’ (Par). Very sad $2,- 
500. . Last week, ‘Mayor 44th St.’ 
(RKO), limp $3,000, 








—‘Larceny, Inc.’ 

$4,500. Last week, 
(Col), dull $3,500. 

‘Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Flirting 
with the season’s low; jerked after 
fifth day. Dismal $1,800. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th), fourth week 
in three different stands, all right 


$2,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (MeG-M). Rollicking $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U), dis- 
appointing $7,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). Moveover 
fro Albee for second week. Dandy 
$5,000 Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U), 
transferred from Palace for second 
week, meagre $2,000. 


‘KINGS ROW’ SOCKEROO 
$10,000 IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., May 12. 
‘Kings’ Row’ is the sensaffon this 
week, going for a record-breaking 
mark at the small-seater United 
Artists. ‘Lady Is Willing’ and “Two 


(WB). Pleasing 
‘Yanks Trinidad 








| Yanks in Trinidad’ at the Orpheum 


and “Twin Beds’ coupled with ‘I Was 
Framed’ at the Broadway are run- 
ning neck-and-neck for second hon- 
ors. Holdover business of ‘The In- 
vaders’ also is solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB). Heading for strong 
$7,600. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) 
and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U), good $5,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (4th 
wk) and ‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ (Rep). 
Oke $2,800 for fourth week. Last 
week, nice $4,500 in third session. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen )} (1,- 
800; 35-40-50)—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) 
and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). Great 
$7,700. Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ 
(20th) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par), 
high $7,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Invaders’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par) (Ist wk). Solid 
$6,100 on second stanza. First week, 
terrific $10,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—-‘Kings Row’ (WB). Record- 
breaking $10,000. Last week, ‘Kid 





and ‘Whi . ’ 
$10,000. ispering Ghosts’ (20th), swell 


Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 


Glove Killer’ (M-G) and ‘This Time 


Keeps’ (M-G), fair £5,009. 


DEEL PIS, ABAD OTD 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 14 
— so Above All’ (20th) 
(Reviewed in current issue) 

Capitol—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 

Criterion — ‘Suicide Squadron’ 
(Rep) (13). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 28) 

Globe—The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 

Musie Hali—‘Saboteur’ (U) (2d 
week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 

Paramount —‘This Gun For 
Hire’ (Par) (13). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 

Rivoli—Moontide’ (20th) (3d 
week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Apri! 22) 

Roxy—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) (3d 
week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 

Strand— ‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 

Week of May 21 

Astor—'This Above All’ (20th) 
(2d week). : 

Capitol—‘The Spoilers’ (U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aprii 15) 

Glebe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(6th week). 

Music Hall — ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G), 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Paramount—‘This Gun For 
Hire’ (Par) (2d week). 

Rivoli—‘Moontide’ (20th) (4th 
week). 

Roxy—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) (4th 
week). 

Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (6th week). .- 

Strand— ‘In Tnis Our Life’ 
(WB) (3d week). 


‘Jungle Book’ $16,000 
Tops Blah St. Louis; 
‘Bway’ Fairish at 96 


St. Louis, May 12. 

Slim pickings for the current 
week at the deluxers with change- 
able weather prevailing and product 
only mild. Hollywood Victory Cara- 
van Thursday (7) nicked all of the 
big houses. The one h.o., “My Gal 
Sal,’ is at the Ccowntown Ambassador 
and meagre. Loew’s has the best 
chance to do better than average biz 
wit ‘Jungle Book.’ 








° Z3iitiates Tor Yhis’ Weer 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Confessions 
of Blackie’ (Col). May skim past its 
average with $16,000 to lead the 
town. Last week, ‘We're Dancing’ 
(M-G) and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), so-so 
$12,800. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Doesn’t figure to get more than a 
meagre $8,000 to add to the mild 
$11,800 grabbed for the first stanza. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sleepytime Gal’ 
(Rep). Just fair at $9,000. Last 
week, ‘The Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U), better at $9,600. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,57°; 30-40-50)— 


‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Spoilers’ (U). 
Thin $5,000. Last week, ‘Shores 
Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Wife Takes 


Flyer’ (Col), disappointing $5,600. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) and 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB). Should cop 
a mild $4,500. Last week, ‘Captains 


Saboteur Good 


N.Y. B. 0. Still Slightly Dull, But 
‘Our Life’-J. Dorsey Record $60,000; 


906, Rita’ Slow 256 





Two new shows, both doing well, 
are pepping up Broadway a little bit 
this week, but the total gross will 
still not be high. This is due in 
greater measure, in managerial 
opinion, to the attractions and other 
factors rather than the dimout, about 
which it is too early to tell with any 
sense of accuracy. Also, there are 
several holdovers. 


Sensation of the street is ‘In This 
Our Life’ and the Jimmy Dorsey 
band at the Strand, while showing 
good strength is another new show, 
‘Saboteur,’ at the Music Hall. 


Strand, which raked in nearly 
$24,000 on the weekend alone, biggest 
Saturday-Sunday for the house, is 
going great guns and will hit close to 
$60,000.o0n the first week. This will 
be a new high for the theatre under 
its pitband policy, now in effect 
around four years. 


@Saboteur,’ about which opinion is 
mixed, is doing a very nice business, 
however, for the Hall and should 


end at $90,000, or close. Holds over. 


Another newcomer of the week is 
‘Rio Rita.’ The Abbott-Costello pic- 
ture started out weakly and has not 
snapped out ef it, with result only 
$25,000 or less will be garnered. This 
is on the disappointing side, though 
profitable. Will remain a second 
week. 

Continuing tremendous pace is ‘My 
Gal Sal,’ now in its second week at 
the Roxy, with $55,000 or better seen. 
Goes anothey stanza and probably a 
fourth in view of unusual pull mani- 
fested. 

Paramount wound up its second 
round last night (Tuesday) with 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ and the Claude 
Thornhill orchestra and Carol Bruce 
in person at $34,000; not stout, but 
fair enough. House this morning 
(Wednesday) opens ‘This Gun for 
Hire’ vith the Woody Herman band, 
Wally Brown and the Ink Spots on 
the stage. 

The second-run State has ‘Court- 
ship Andy Hardy’ on its screen, Ken 
Murray, Diosa Costello and Morton 
Downey in person. The going is 
steady, with probable $25,000, or 
better, sighted. 

Pace of ‘Geld Rush,’ now in its 
fourth stanza at the Globe, remains 
firm with about $19,000 indicated. 
Film stays here indefinitely. 

Twentieth-Fox last night preemed 
‘This Above All’ at the Astor, where 
it will start a continuous run this 


ranging from 55¢ to $1.10. Karlier 
plans had been to give it a roadshow 
run. Hal Horne, newly-appointed 
publicity and advertising director for 
20th, devised a dimout sign for the 
Astor which, while visible from the 
street, throws no reflection of light 
upward. Blue bulbs, which are 
hooded, black light and fluorescent 
paint are among its unique features. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-65-75-85- 
$1.10)—This Above All’ (20th). 
Premiered last night (Tuesday) and 
starts regular run on continuous 
policy this morning (Wednesday). 
The final six days on a sixth week 
for ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), which 
exited Sunday night (10), was 
$10,000, a pickup from the prior full 
week’s take of $9,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—Rio Rita’ (M-G). This 
one with the Abbott and Costello 
team isn’t gem ae and probably 
won't reach $25,000, profitable, but 





Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), 
neat $4,800. 


disappointing. Remains over, how- 
ever. Last week, “Twin Beds’ (Col), 





Tortilla Flat’ Torrid $17,000, Leads 


Cleve. Filmers; 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Cooler weather is warming up 
theatrical grosses. Films usually take 
secondary position at Palace but ex- 
cellent turn-outs are directly attrib- 
utable to ‘Spoilers.’ Mitzi Green and 
Sigmund Romberg add more b.o. 
power to the stage bill. 

‘Tortilla Flat’ also had smash open- 
ing at State and is not far behind— 
nearly the same speed being shown 
by ‘Male Animal,’ pushing it way 
over Hipp’s average grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55 )— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (4th wk). Best- 
drawing long h.o. house has had this 
semester; sweet $4,500 for fourth 
stanza after nabbing $6,000 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45. 
55)—'Male Animal’ (WB). Nicely 
keyed for extra good $16,000, pulling 
heftier night attendance than mati- 
nee crowds. 





‘Animal’ Husky 166 


(20th) collected about $11,000, okay. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d wk). Move- 
over on the line for satisfactory $1,- 
500. Last week ‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) 
(2d wk), ordinary $1,100. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-50-55- 
70)—‘Spoilers’ (U) plus Mitzi Green 
and Sigmund Romberg on stage. A 
triple play on this action-packed bf, 
with a zowie $20,000 nearly assured. 
Last week. ‘Always In Heart’ (WB) 
with ‘Fats’ Waller’s orch, sad $16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-50-55) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Team of 
Tracy, Lamarr and Garfield is bowl- 
ing ’em over, packing lobby and nail- 
ing a grand $17,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), neat $12.500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-50- 
55)—‘Favorite Blond’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Worthwhile $7,000 on moveover. Last 
round, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), sizzling 
$11,000 but couldn’t be held over, 


Last lap, ‘Roxie Hart’' due to heavy sked of bookings. 






was anything but springy at under 
$15,000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75) — ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep), 
Comes in this morning (Wednesday) 
after two fine weeks with ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti’ (RKO); second, $11,000, the 
first over $16,000. ‘Tuttles’ goes on 
RKO circuit immediately. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-99- 
$1.10)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Still plenty of b.o. steam at around 
$19,000 this week (4th), close behind 
last stanza’s (3d) of $22,000. Begins 
the fifth week Saturday (16). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Murder in Big 
House’ (WB) (lst run). This pair 
will get no more than about $8,200, 
mildish. Last week, ‘rantasia’ (RKO- 
Disney) and ‘Dangerously They 
Live’ (WB), both 2d run, $10,000, 
good, 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—"This Gun for Hire’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Woody Herman orch. Wally 
Brown, Ink Spots open this morning 
(Wednesday). Second week with 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ and Claude 
Thornhill, Carol Bruce, other acts, 
$34,000, fairish, while first seven days 
et $44,000, not fancy but satisfac- 
ory. 

Radie City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 44-55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘SSaboteur’ (U) and stageshow. Doing 
very well with $96,000, or clcse. 
Holds over. Last week, ‘We Were 
Dancing’ (M-G), $72,000, light but a 
bit of profit. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
‘Sunday Punch" (M-G). Opened 
Monday (11) and started out slowly. 
‘Mystery of Marie Roget’ (U) got 
only $5,500, weak, while ‘Man Who 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th), which pre- 
ceded it here, nabbed $7,500, good. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85- 
99)—“Moontide’ (20th) (2d wk). Not 
doing well, but at around $17,000 
this stanza (2d) will be close to the 
first, when over $21,000 was grossed. 
Holds another week, with house not 
= definitely set on a successor pic- 
ure, 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—“My Gal Sal’ (20th) and stage- 
show (2d wk). A giant at the b.o., 
this week (2d) looking $55,000 or 
better, socko. Initial seven days 
skyrocketed to $67,500, right up 
there with the biggest that have 
played the house. Commences third 
semester tomorrow (Thursday). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Courtship Andy _Hardy’ 


‘Viosa Costeiio and w Wns alert. 
Personalities on the vaude bill help- 
ing toward nice $25,000, or over. 
Last week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) 
(Ist run) and ‘Water Follies’ with 
Buster Crabbe, under $18,000, slight 
takings. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—In This Our Life’ (WB) 
and Jimmy Dorsey orch. Pulitzer 
prize novel, on which Bette Davis 
starrer is based, plus draught of 
Dorsey band, jamming the house to 
the rafters with near to $60,000, new 
high under four-year pitband policy 
here, in view. Close t6 $24,000 was 
grossed on the weekend alone, also 
a record. Holds for a second week 
starting Friday (15). Last stanza, 
second for ‘Larceny’ (WB) and Abe 
omaee, plus Jackie Cooper, $28,500, 
air. 


‘Reap’ Sweeping Mont’l, 
Stout $8,500; Blonde’ 76 


Montreal, May 12. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is clicking 
at Loew’s currently and judging by 
weekend biz should hit .a nifty total. 
Next best will be ‘Favorite Blonde.’ 
Balance are mediocre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—‘Fa- 
| vorite Blonde’ (Par). Sighting close 
|} to $7,000, good. Last week, ‘Court- 








ship Hardy’ (M-G), disappointing 
$6,000. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Blondie So- 
ciety’ (Col). Weak $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Ships with Wings’ (UA) end 
fe White’ (20th), mediocre $5,- 
500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-53-67)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). This is a 
| big shot, stout $8,500. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th). mild $6,500. 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Fly- 
ing Cadets’ (U). Average $4.500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Shut Big Mouth’ 
(Col) and ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col), weak 
$3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 30-40-60)— 

‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) and 
‘American Co-Ed’ (UA) (2d yk). 
| Likely good enough $2,200 after fair 
| $3.000 last week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
|40)—‘La Porte du Large’ and ‘La 
|Chaste Suzanne” Summer gross of 
$3.800, good. Last week, ‘Service 
du Czar’ and ‘Chansen d'une Nuit,’ 
$3,590, nice. 
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Reap’, Singled in Hub, Huge $37,000 In 


One Spot; ‘Mr. V- Water Follies’ 206 











Boston, May 12. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is scoring 
heavily here, threatening to break 
the Metropolitan house record for a 


single-feature run (75¢c top). Return 
of ‘Gone With Wind’ is satisfactory 
at the Orpheum and State. _“Sabo- 
teur’ is holding over. ‘Mr. V’ is okay 
at the RKO-Boston with Water Fol- 
lies unit on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—'Mr. V’ (UA) and ‘Water Follies 
1942’ on stage. Doing okay $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Yankee Trinidad’ (Col) 
with Johnny Davis band, $20,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-60) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (continued 
from Met) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (Col) (1st 
wk). Aiming at $7,000, very nice. 
Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) 
and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), both con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met, $6,- 
500, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; .30- 
44-55-60)—Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Don’t 
Get Personal’ (U) (2d wk). Pointing 
to $14,000, solid. Last week, same 
combo, $17,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 40-55- 
75)—Reap Wind’ (Par). Whamming 
out a giant $37,000, and certain hold- 
over. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) plus Erskine Hawkins band 
and Four Ink Spots, on stage, $34,500 
great. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-55-60) 
—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Return 
engagement pointing to $19,000, fine. 
Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Ioe Smith’ (M-G), $18,000, excel- 
lent. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-60)—'Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (con- 
tinued from Met) and ‘Frisco Lil 
(Col) (ist wk). Going for big $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Captains Clouds 
(WB) and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB). con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met, $9,500, 

ood. 

" State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-50-55- 
60)—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Re- 
turn engagement, $13,500, very fine. 
Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), $14,200, swell. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Marie Roget’ (U) and ‘Es- 
cape Hong Kong’ (U). Around $4,- 


500, hefty. Last week, ‘Drums of 
Congo’ (U) and “Black Friday’ (U), 
$3,400. 


Fingers -Vaude Solid 
: $17,000 in Washington; 





Washington, May 12. 

‘Fingers at Window’ at Capitol 
and ‘The Invaders’ at the Earle are 
running about even, with the out- 
standing business in town. Both 
aided by vaudeville while ‘Jungle 
Book’ at the Palace is doing fairly 
well running solo without stage 
help. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) 
and vaude. Looks like good $17.000. 
Last week, ‘Mister V’ (UA), $16,000 
in six and one-half days after re- 
linquishing time to Hollywood Cara- 


van. 
Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 28-44)— 


‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th). Headed 
for bang-un $6,000. Last week, 
‘Were Deancing,’ mild $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col), plus vaude. Trim 
$17,000 likely. Last week. ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (2d wk). fine $17,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) 
*Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO). 


(1.830; 40-50-65 )— 
Nice $10,- 


000. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) (2d 
wk), oke $7.200. 
Metronoliten (WB) (1,600: 28-44) 


(Col). Reaching 
Last week. ‘Yanks 
socko $7,200. 
(2.242: 28-55)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (TIA). Solid $14.000. 
Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G), near same figure on repeat 
run. 


‘Hardy’ Neat $16,500 In 


—‘Martin Eden’ 
for neat $6.500. 
Trinidad’ (Col), 

Palace (Loew) 





B’klyn; ‘Tuttles’ 1336, 





Brooklyn, May 12. 

Moderate biz reported at all down- 
town deluxers including holdovers at 
Fabian’s Paramount and Fox. Top 
money maker is Loew’s Metropolitan 
showing ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ 
and ‘Joe Smith, American.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) and ‘Rings 
on Fingers’ (20th). Mild $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and 
‘Valley Sun’ (RKO), disappointing at 
$14,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
"Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Yanks in 


Trinidad’ (Col) (2d). Satisfactory 
$14,000 for second sesh. Last week, 
good $16,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
*Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Joe 


vt 


Smith, American’ (M-G). Neat 
$16,500. Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) 
and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) (2d wk.), good 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55) —Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d 
wk.) and ‘Murder in Big House’ 
(WB). Last week, coupled with 
(WB). Still solid $14,000 for second 
stanza. Last week, coupled with 
and best in town. 


Blonde Wow 
20G in Philly; 
‘Reap 156 H.0. 


Philadelphia, May 12. , 
Final weekend 
ing sent thousand of Philadelphians 


out on the highways but sent b.o. 
grosses tumbling. Calibre of pix, 
except a few spots, isn’t helping 
either. 

Niftiest biz of the week is being 
chalked up by ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ 
which also copped the duke for the 
extra gravy showing at the Earle 
on Sunday. Only other bright spots 
are the holdover of ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ ‘Valley of Sun’ and move- 
over of ‘Kings Row.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Elegant $15,000. Opener a 
smash $19,000 plus extra $4,000 
‘gravy’ at extra show in Earle last 
Sunday (3). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Getting okay play with $3,400. Last 
week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par), 
fair $1,800 for four days and $600 in 
three days of revival of ‘Real Glory.’ 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Were Dancing’ (M-G). Good mar- 
quee names failing to* entice many 
customers and looks like sour $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB), smash 
$9,000 for five days of fifth week 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 ) 
—Rings on Fingers’ (20th) plus Les 
Brown orch. Meagre $15,800. Last 
week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ plus ‘Meet 
the People’ unit, slightly better at 


$16,000. 
(WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 








Fox 


. sean WCCA, 
okay $11,000 for holdover. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) (2d run). 
Unspectacular $+,000. Last week, 
‘Road Happiness’ (Mono) $3,000 okay 
for indie product Tarely shown 
downtown here. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d run). Still in 
the blue chips with sock.$8,500 in its 
sixth week downtown. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th), neat $4,500 for 
second run showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 34-46-57-68) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). Leading 
the pack with sweet $20,000 plus a 
good $2,800 for extra ‘bonus’ show- 
ing at Earle Sunday \10). Last week, 
‘Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO), sad $10,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Valley Sun’ (RKO). Grossing fine 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Joan Paris’ 
(RKO), neat $7,000. 


‘Gal Sal’ Snappy $10,590 
Omaha; ‘Blonde’ OK H.0. 


: Omaha, May 12. 
Two reissues and a holdover didn't 








up a fair mark at the Orpheum. The 
Omaha is holding ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ and ‘Fly by Night,’ but tak- 
ings are not so good. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
44)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th). Heading for $10.- 
500, good for straight pic policy. Last 
week, ‘Spoilers’ (U) plus Henry 
Busse and revue on stage wound up 
gy a pretty big $16,500 at 20-44-55- 

, 

Omaha (Tristates) (11-30-44)—‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘ly by 
Night’ (Par) (2d wk). No higher 
than $5,000, still nice, considering. 
First week, over estimates to $10,200, 
very big. Business helped by con- 
ventions, 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Kennel Murder Case’ 
(WB) and ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB). 
These reissues will do around $3,600. 
Last week, ‘Larceny’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB), swell $4,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep), “Tragedy 
Midnight’ (Rep), ‘South Tahiti’ (U), 





| ta’ 


before gas ration- | fairly stead 


WN Sy EP ESS 
fieets in’ (Par), | Slate. 





do grosses much good, but ‘My Gal | 
| Sal,’ as top of dual combo, will run | 

| week, 
| three days; ‘Sgt. Mulligan’ 





triple split with ‘Rawhide Range’! ana ‘Hayfoot’ (UA). Swell, 
(U), ‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col) and! Last week, ‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) 


‘Rio Grande Way’ (Col), ‘Moon 
Burma’ (Par), ‘Weekend Havana 
(20th). Fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Par- 
don Stripes’ (Rep), ‘Badlands Dako- 
(U), ‘Scorched Earth’ (Indie), 
triple split with ‘Men Timberland 
(U), ‘Meet Blackie’ (Col), and 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), ‘No Hands 
Clock (Par), ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA), 
good, $1,100. 


Row’ Terrific $18,000 
In Balto; ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
Neat 14G, ‘Ghost’ 116 


Baltimore, May 12. 

Cooler breezes and strong product 
helped matters over the weekend 
here. ‘Kings Row’ is very big at 
the Stanley, ‘The Ghost of Franken- 
stein’ also looks to be headed for a 
strong week at Keith’s. ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ is surprisingly sturdy on 
the moveover to the Valencia. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA). (3,000; 17-28- 
44-55)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Getting 
a nice response at $14,006 Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G), at Pop priced 
grind, did all right, $15,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Tuttles Ta- 
hiti? (RKO) plus Ray Kinney and 
orch. Solid $15,500. Last week, 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and vaude, 
$13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55) — ‘Ghost Franken- 
stein’ (U). Maintaining excellent 
pace at $11,000. Last week, ‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA), fair $8,900. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 980; 20-40)— 
‘Alias Blackie’ (Col). Rather mild 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Secret Agent 
Japan’ (20th), N. S. G. $2,200. 

trew (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—'Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (3d_wk). 
Stretching out to add fairish $3,500 
to previous total of $11,700 for brace, 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Biggest thing in 
town, wham $18,000. Last week, 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par), some noc- 
turnal response to mild $9,100. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) —‘Gone With \.ind’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Pop priced continua- 
tion from downstairs Century nice 
$9,500. Last week, similar move for 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), all right $6,800. 


‘SHIP AHOY’ $6,500 IN 
MEMPHIS; “B’WAY’ 56 


Memphis, May 12. 
Trade continues perky with ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ breezing at Loew’s Palace. 
‘Broadway’ is doing right well at 
the Malco. Surprise of week is nice 
biz done by ‘Valley of Sun’ at the 
Warner, 
_ Chaplin’s ‘Gold Rush’ died in the 














Competish terrific. War benefits, 
community sings, track meets, etc., 
all over town, 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Valley Sun’ (RKO). Trick campaign 
has ’em coming in for mebbe $5,500, 
amazing. Last week, ‘Larceny’ (WB), 
$4,500, not bad. 

Malce (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Broadway’ (U). Musical meller 
got good notices; fairish $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), $7,100, 
sockeroo, 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Skelton and 
Dorsey are magnets for nice $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA), $4,400, 


all right. 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (reissue), four 


days, and ‘Mayor 44th St.’ 
three days. Chaplin revival took a 
sad $1,400 in four days. Freddy 
Martin appeal should hold successor 
to up to at least $2,000 in a day less. 
Last week, ‘Gone Wind’ (M-G), with 
upped prices, n.s.g. at $5,400. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-22- 
33)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days; ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par), 
one day; ‘Home Wyoming’ (Rep) and 
‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), three days. 
Points to prosperous “$1,800. Last 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U), 
(Mono), 
one day; and ‘Tough as Come’ (U) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), three days, 
$1,700, dkay. 


(RKO), 


‘Gone’ Sock $4,000, Best 


Lincoln Bet; “Beds’ 3G 


Lincoln, Neb., May 12. 

With .the government coming to 
the aid of theatre row by confiscating 
ali the schools temporarily for sugar 
rationing purposes, giving the kids 
several afternoons off, biz upped con- 
siderably. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
9-30-44 )—‘Saboteur’ (U) good $2,700. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
$2,800. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper) (1,236; 9- 
20-28 )—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Nice 
$1,400. Last’ week, ‘Night January 16’ 
+ a and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U), $1,- 

State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10-25- 
30)—‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) 
$2,000. 









Fave Blonde’ Smash $23,000 in Det: 
‘Invaders Big ZN, Row 966 in 4th 





as ‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep), good $1,- 


Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44)—Gone With Wind’ (M-G). 
Sock $4,000. Last week, ‘My Gal Sal’ 
(20th), excellent $3,500. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA). Trim $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB), elegant 
$4,500, and best in town. 


‘Kings Row’ Hot 
$22,500 in Pitt; 








Pittsburgh, May 12. 

Cooler weather and ace attractions 
resulting in general improvement all 
along the line. ‘Kings Row’ smash- 
ing through at Penn for best gross 
of year, pushing pretty close to 
‘Boom Town’ figures and certain to 
stick another w.ek at house that 
seldom holds ’em. ‘Gold Rush’. is 
hopping Fulton back into the sugar 
again. 

‘Invaders’ also is measuring up at 
the Harris after a slow start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Rejuvenated 
Chaplin is a real shot in the arm for 
this spot. Looks like swell $7,500, 
and maybe a run. Last week, ‘Sa- 
boteur’ (U), a disappointment at less 
than $5,000. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col). Great campaign 
for this one, raves by all the re- 
viewers and_ word-of-mouth is 
Strong. Result is fine $12,000, and 
Way over early expectations. Last 
week, ‘The Spoilers’ (U), around $9,- 


000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—‘Kings Row’ (WB). Rolling up 
top gross of the year and will come 
pretty close to house modern mark, 
held by ‘Boom Town.’ And that 
played at advanced prices. Near] 
$12,000 on first three days, whic 
can’t possibly mean any less than 
$22,500. Sensational and means a 
h.o. here where they don’t often hold 
them. Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G) finished like a house afire 
after a slow start, okay $12,000. 

7 \ f 
ote» 2 = ats 4 ou Came tii 4 re 
over the regular Penn-Warner-Ritz 
route. Argiund $2,500. Quite an im- 
provement “over last week’s $1,700 
for ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), which also 
followed the downtown route. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-40-55) 
—'Spoilers’ (U) (2d wk). Moved 
here from sister house, the Harris, 
and doing just fair. Around $4,000, 
but nothing to complain about. Last 
week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) and 
‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) got only 
a four-day run, $1,500. 

Stanley (WR) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Larceny, Inc’ (WB) and Dick 
Stabile band plus Gracie Barrie and 
Jerry Lester. Picture .erely hold- 
ing the franchise, stage show taking 
credit for an all right $17,000. Stabile 


and Miss Barrie have long been 
faves locally. Last week, Alvino 
Rey-lhing Sis. and ‘Joan Paris’ 


(RKO) around $16,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,006; 30-40-55)— 
‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G). Mild $3,700. Last 
week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), on move- 
+g from Penn, pretty good at $5,- 





BUFF. TAKES TO BANDS 


Lombardo Boosts ‘Gentleman’ 
$19,000—‘Lady’ and Marx 11G 





to 


Buffalo, May 12. 

Guy Lombardo and Chico Marx 
bands at the Buffalo and Century 
and ‘Favorite Blonde’ dualed at the 
| Lakes are the top shelf items for 
|this frame. Local amusements still 
| bullish in tone with everything con- 
tinuing strongly in the black. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) and 
Guy Lombardo Orch. Looks like 
better than dandy $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB), oke $12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). Sweet 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA) and ‘Dudes Pretty’ (UA), snug 
$12,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA) and ‘Secret Agent Japan’ 
(20th). Pleasing $8,000. Last week, 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d wk), very 
cheerful $8,000. - 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 








—‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Con- 
fessions Blackie’ (Col), Proving 
hefty at $9,000. vast week, ‘The 


“‘Tovaders 126 


SM 3550-5) 7c gots sat the 





Detroit, May 12. 

Bouncing right back after last 
week’s dip, grosses again are on the 
upbeat. Holdovers continue to dom- 
inate the local scene but the two 
major houses with fresh product are 
headed for biggest coin. 

Michigan, with ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ and ‘Torpedo Boat,’ is away 
to strong biz and will rule the roost, 
Not far behind is the Fox with ‘The 
Invaders’ and ‘Almost Married,’ 
clicking for a healthy figure aided 
by the former’s tie-in with escaped 
Nazis who, in reality, have crossed 
the border here. Nicely exploited, 
‘Kings Row’ at the United Artists 
stays strong in its fourth week and 
may stretch it out to a surprising five 
weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—The Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col). Pair moved over 
from Fox still good for a sound $6,- 
300. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th) (3d wk) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), 
husky $7,200. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘The Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Al- 
most Married’ (U). Going for a 
choice $20,000. Last week, ‘The 
Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ 
(Col), fine $18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). Hope fol- 
lows his ‘Cavalcade’ in person click 
with a great $23,000. Last week, ‘Cor- 
sican Bros.’ (U) and ‘Pacific Black- 
out’ (Par), solid $18,000. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Corsican Bros.’ (U) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Pair moved from Michigan, choice 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Lady Plans’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA), dull $7,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
and ‘Body Disappears’ (WB) (4th 
wk). Rolling along to solid $9,500 
after last week’s $11,000. 


‘Gal Sal’ Swell $9,500, 
Seattle’s Pacemaker; 


‘Pearl Harbor’ Big 726 


Seattle, May 12. 
‘My Gal Sal’ is heading the pro- 
cession this week with a trim figure 
at the Fifth Avenue. Picture given 
pear wee ) 








showing results. ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ 
is close behind dualed with ‘Danger- 
ously They Live,’ at Orpheum, with 
this other feature really the big 
magnet, 

‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ as top 
half of dual at the Palomar with 
vaude added also is doing robust biz, 
Best of holdovers is ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ at the Paramount still up in 
the money for eight days of second 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
and ‘Smith’ (M-G) (6th wk). Great 
$3,500. Last week, same films, sweet 
enough, $3,500. 


Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Shang- 
hai Gesture’ (UA) (2d run). Big 
$3,400. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) and ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) 
(2d run), big at $3,100. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 


59)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th). Plenty of exploita- 
tion and advertising blasts helping 
this to a swell $9,500. Last week, 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G) (2d wk), siow 
$4,400. 

Liberty (Jensen & von Herberg) 


(1,650; 30-40-58)—‘Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and ‘New Wine’ (UA) (2d wk). Big 
$5,800. Last week, same two, big 
$7,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58) 
—Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Sunnyside’ 
(20th) (5th wk). Still sturdy at 


$3,300. Last week, same two landed 

surprising $3,700 for fourth stanza. 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 

—Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) and ‘Valley 


of Sun’ (RKO). Good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par), noth- 


ing to rave about, $4,300. 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 
‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and ‘Dan- 
gerously Live’ (WB). Great $9,000. 
Last week ‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Al- 
most Married’ (U), landed $6,900, 

(Continued on page 25) 





Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Melody Lane’ (U), 
gratifying $8,200. ’ 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55 )— 
‘Obliging Lady’ (RKO) and Chico 
Marx Orch. Well liked but not 


startling at over $11,000. Last week, 
‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) and Red Norvo 
Orch, Jimmy Durante, 


moderaie 





$11,000. 
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‘Rio Rita’ Terrif $1950 in Frisco: 
Blonde’ 146, 2d Wk; Reap’ 13446, 3d 








San Francisco, May 13. 


espite first blackout In months 
hone Coming too late in the evening 
to hurt the boxoffice that night, town 
is holding up fairly well considerin 
number of holdovers. Business di 
not sag after the blackout either. — 
‘Rio Rita’ at the Paramount, with 
a terrific $19,500, is the best straight 
filmer. _It’s teamed with ‘Nazi 
Agent.’ Biggest coin is being grabbed 
by ‘What's Cookin’ with Al Donahue 
band and ‘Merry Macs’ at the Golden 
Gate, where a trim $20,500 is likely. 
Remainder of the city is mostly hold- 
over, with ‘Favorite Blonde’ at the 
Fox solid at $14,000 in second session. 
‘Reap the .Wild Wind continues 
strong on third week at Warfield, 
where it will get around $13,500. 


Estimates for This Week 


(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
opavorite Blonde’ (Par) and a 


ds Clock’ (Par) (2d wk). 
rg solid $14,000 on the second 
round. Last week, same combo, $22,- 
, big. 
at Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘What’s Cookin’ (U), Al Dona- 
hue orchestra es ee — 
ry Macs an e picture a 
oy A the draw, trim $20,500. Last 
week, ‘Beachcombers of 1942’ and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), $22,200, 
fty. 
gr ee (Blumenfeld ) (2,440; 35- 
40-55 )—‘Ghost Frankenstein (U) and 
‘Mad Doctor, Market St.’ (U) (2d 
wk). Good $5,500 on five days of 
second sesh. Last week, same pair, 


ood. 
$1280 vey UF-WC) (2,470; 95-40- 


Paramount 
85)—“Rio Rita’ (M-G) aad ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G). On its way toward a 


terrific $19,500. Last week, | ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB) and ‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep) 
(2d wk), sagged a little to $8,500. 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par) (4th week on Market 


st.). Holding up to $5,000 on this 
long run. Last week, $5,000, good. 
United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 


(1,100; 35-40-55) —‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
(3d wk), plus ‘Blondie to College’ 
(Col) (24 wk). This combo okay at 
$5,200. Last week, good $6,400 on 
same two pictures, 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Still going strong at $13,500. Last 
week, $16,500, terrific for second 
stanza. 


TUTTLES’ FINE $9,000, 








Denver, May 12. 
‘Fantasia’ at the Aladdin is the 
best all-around attraction currently, 
being headed for about double the 
usual gross. Film moved to the 
Broadway for the second session. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)-- 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Big $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB), after 
Denver week, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO), after two weeks at 
Orpheum So-so $2,500. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th), after weeks 
at each the Denver, Aladdin and 
Rialto and ‘Man Two Lives’ (Mono), 
after Rialto week, okay $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-40- 
50)—‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par) and Major 
Bowes stage show. Nice $8.500. Last 
week, ‘True to Army’ (Par) and 
‘Twilight Trail’ (Par), fine $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Man Who 
‘Couldn’t Die’ (20th). -Good $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Sabotuer’ (U) and ‘Hello, 
Annapolis’ (Col), good $10,000, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


—Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G). Neat $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and 
“Lady Scarface’ (RKO) (2d wk), 


solid $9,000 for second session. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and ‘This 
Way Please’ (Par). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) and 
‘Drums Congo’ (U), ditto at about 
Same figure. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Cap- 
tains Clouds’ (WB), after weeks at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and 
You're Telling Me’ (U), Trim $2.000. 
Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). 
after a week at each Denver and 
Aladdin. and ‘Tragedy Midnight’ 
(Rep), ditto. 





_ Rogers on Bronc Tour 


Hollywood, May 12. 


Rodeo Corp. of America signed 
Roy Rogers, Republic buckaroo, as 
top rider in three horse carnivals 
opening June 12 in Baltimore and 
moving to Boston and New York. 

Rogers goes east after finishing the 
two remaining pictures on his 1941- 
42 schedule, ‘Sons of the Pioneers’ 
and ‘Sunset Serenade.’ 





vi 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





$1,942,600 
(Based on 28 cities, 188 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, cluding 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

$1,516,600 

(Based on 26 cities, 182 theatres) 


‘Sunny Side’-‘Vanities’ 
Trim $11,000, K.C. Best; 
‘Ship Ahoy’ Big 1026 


Most money for week is being 
done by Tower with Earl Carroll’s 


eee eee eeee 


eee eee eens 











‘Vanities’ on stage and ‘On the 
iSunny Side.’ Right behind is the 
Midland with ‘Ship Ahoy’ as top 


half of dual bill. 
playing strong 
the Esquire, 
‘Kings Row’ in its third week at 
the Newman is proving itself one of 
the few films recently to show real 
strength on holdover. Parent-Teach- 
ers Associations rodeo in the muny 
auditorium is the big opposition. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—'My 
Gal Sal’ (20th). Uptown is getting 
better play of the two houses, $7,300 
satisfactory. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U) held up better 
than expected, oke $6,500. 


_ Midland: (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Man Re- 
turned to Life’ (M-G). First film is 
responsible for biz here, strong 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) 
and ‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G). Ab- 
bott and Costello here for first time, 
ditto, 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). 
$5,500 very nice. Last week, showed 
some surprising strength for $6,700 
on second stanza. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and ‘Ken- 
nel Murder Case’ (WB). Pair of re- 
issues holding to respectable $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) (2d wk), mild 


at $4,500. 

; $p ~apecntiealeaeenle | enti 4% 5 be oto 
‘On Sunny Side’ (20th) plus new 
edition of Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on 
stage. At this price range, with five 
shows daily on weekends bill may 
pass $11,000, extremely good. Last 
week, ‘Young America’ (20th) with 
Major Bowes unit on stage, pleasing 


l. “My Gal Sal’ is 
in the Uptown and 


SW6 Ratifies 7-Yr. Pact 


Hollywood, May 12. 

The new seven-year contract with 
the producers was ratified Monday 
night (11) at a membership meeting 
of Screen Writers Guild. Only one 
dissenter among the 500 in attend- 
ance, 
Board got a rising vote L ee 
for negotiating the new agreement. 


SKELTON 126 
HEADS L'VILLE 


Louisville, May 12. 
Cool weather is helping downtown 
b.o.’s, but biz still is spotty. Zooming 
into the big dough is ‘Ship Ahoy,’ at 
Loew’s State, with Red Skelton a 
definite click here. ‘My Gal Sal,’ at 


the Rialto, is making a swell showing. 

Food Show at the Armory, Monday 
through Thursday (11-12), with Ed- 
die Duchin, Ted Weems, Orrin Tuck- 
er and Gray Gordon orks, is quite 
potent competish to the film houses. 
The race track competish at Church- 
ill Downs, where the annual spring 
meet is in progress, doesn’t help 
matinees. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono). 
Likely to garner satisfactory $3,000 
on moveover. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G),. 
medium $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Man to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Red- 
time Story’ (Col). Good enough $1,- 
500. Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U) and ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), 
average $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Two 
Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col), First pic, 
a musical, is going great guns. Red 
Skelton spells big b.o. business, indi- 
cating a loyal following to his radio 
program here. Should hit the bulls- 
eye for swell $12,000. Last week, 
‘Gone’ (M-G), playing its third time 
around, nice $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Male Animal’ (WB). In- 
dications are for all right $4,000 Last 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB), on 
third downtown week, oke $2,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Rita Hayworth 
a strong draw for male patrons, and 
Victor Mature, local product, ac- 
counting for portion of the femme 
trade. Probably sturdy $11,000. Last 











and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40)-—-‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood High’ (RKO). Mild $2,- 
500. Last week, ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ 
(Rep) and ‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep), 
robust $3,400 on second sesh. 





$7,300. 


ue : i ser’ ’. (Por) andid 
i” Fi a) 
sli Gidn se (eC F, jUsey $9,000 - 





— 


L.A. Biz Still Strong on Weekends; 
‘Gal Sal’ Potent $28,000 New Leader, 
This Our Life’ 266, Blonde’ Big 3d 





— Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


ie at oda $359,500 
(Based on 12 thearres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 


(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Bedtime’ Hot $15,500 
In Newark; ‘Fantasia’ 
Plus ‘Valley’ Nice 18G 


- Newark, May 12. 
With assistance from a favorable 
theatre weather and the tendency of 
people to remain near home, every 


Newark house is collecting a top- 
notch gross this week. Best is Proc- 
tor’s with ‘Fantasia.’ Adams, town’s 
single vaude-picture theatre, has 
been temporarily closed down. It 
will reopen Wednesday (13) using a 
straight picture policy throughout 
the summer, 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—House closed until Wednesday 
(13). Last week, ‘Tramp, Tramp, 
Tramp’ (Col) and Glen Gray’s or- 
chestra on stage, great $18,500, 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U). Booming 
$17,000. Last week, ‘The Invaders’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col), 
walloping $18,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Fine $2,900. 
Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 














and ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U), sad 
$2,100. 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 


30-35-55 )—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘Jukebox Jenny’ (U). Average 
$13,000. Last week, “‘Tuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO), mediocre $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-°"-70) 
—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Valley of 
the Sun’ (RKO). This combo plus a 
five-act vaude on Monday and Tues- 
ights, powerful $18,000. Last 


White’ (20th) (2d wk) 
vaude setup, good $11,000. 
State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—Bediime Story’ (Col) and ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col). Neat $15,500.. Last 
week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col), nice $15,500. 





and same 





‘In This 


Although dimout regulations, black 
(17 eastern states) cut 


helped overcome these handicaps. 

of Victory Caravan in several k 
grosses in scattered instances while 
ally helped. This was particularl 


Blonde’ is showing, returns indicatin 
for the picture. 

‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), ‘This Our Li 
way’ (U) and ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), ar 
to show up most consistently. 


cashing in as Bette Davis’ latest 
will clock a torrid $17,000 in Clev 


smaller cities. 


Jimmy Dorsey band was a big help 
‘Ahoy’ a neat $14,000 in Baltimore, is 
will top all others in Louisville at $1 
best in Memphis. 
of larger cities, gave promise in off 
is fairish in Memphis. 


Former is very strong at $55,000 on 
okay in two K. C. theatres, snappy 


sturdy in Louisville but only mild 





in Detroit, 


weekend before gasoline rationing becomes effective 
into the national boxoffice 
total, batch of new product tossed on the market 


visited by Bob Hope where his latest ‘My Favorite 


Our Life,’ thus far shape up as strongest, former at- 
testing to Red Skelton’s radio vogue and the latter 
starrer. 
filmer there. also is reported running at a fast gait in 

‘Our Life’ should hit a solid $26,000 in two L. A. 


spots and will register a new high under the N. , # 
Strand’s pit-band policy with close to $60,000, terrific. 


‘Broadway,’ opening only in two 


The two new big money pictures, ‘My zal 
(20th) and ‘My Favorite Blonde’ (Par), maintained 
their initial pace in additional spots and holdovers. 
at the big N. Y. Roxy, topper in Providence at $12,000, 
$28,000 to lead Los Angeles (2 spots), swell in Seattle, 


Louis week. Bob Hope’s comedy is a smash $23,000 
the top film attraction 





Life’ Loom 


Our 





outs and the final 


One-night stands 
ey cities dented 
in others it actu- 
y true of cities 


two spots). 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


New Product Offsets Handicaps—Ship Ahoy’ and 
As 


Leaders 


(where Hope was with the Caravan), sweet $20,000 in 
mild Philadelphia, solid on third week in L. A., big 
in Seattle, worthwhile second sesh in Cleveland, trim 
in Buffalo, solid on second Brooklyn week, same in 
Frisco and Providence, and dandy on moveover in 
Cincinnati and continued run in Boston ($20,000 in 


‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par) also is continuing its 
early heady pace, grabbing huge $37,000 in Boston, 





Los Angeles, May 12. 

‘My Gal Sal’.is proving potent fare 
currently, clocking $28,000 at the 
Chinese and State day-date. ‘In 
This Our Life,’ new Bette Davis 
starrer, also is in high gear with a 
solid $26,000 at Warners’ Hollywood 
and Downtown. ‘My Favorite Blonde” 
continued good on the third session, 
doing $17,200 on six days at the 
downtown Paramount and Para- 
mount Hollywood, 


Business still continues strong on 
weekends with the first four days 
generally way off. 


Estimates for This Week * 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G). Swings in 
here for moveover first run from 
Chinese and State for okay $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) (3d 
wk), light $2,400. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) 
and ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th). ‘Sal’ 
romping along for profitable $12,000, . 
Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), good $9,500. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘This Our Life’ (WB). Socko 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ 
(WB), slick $10,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44. 
55-65 )—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (6th wk). 
Fair $1,800 on stretched run waiting 
for new booking. Last week, light 
$2,000. 

Hawait (G&S) (1,109; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—Hellzapoppin’ (U) (13th wk), 
Still tabbing sufficient trade to show 
slight profit with $2,500. Last week, 
hit $2.700.. Longest run of comedy 
in country due to end within two 
weeks. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55- 
65-75)—This Our Life’ (WB). Bette 
Davis hot number here and great 
$13.500. Last week, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ 
(WB), fine $8,700. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44. 
55-65)—‘Call. Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
Xavier Cugat orchestra and stage 
show. Cugat responsible for strong 
$14.000 take. Last week, ‘Devil Pays 
Off’ (Rep), ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
with Louis Armstrong orch and 
stage show, good $12,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Mayor 
44th St.’ (RKO), Heading for mod- 
erate $7,500. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ 
(U) (2d wk) and ‘Blondie Event’ 
(Col), light $5,000 for five days. 





oO 


‘Affairs Valentine’ (Rep) (3d wk), 
Six days of final sesh will clock $10,- 
000. Second week, plenty of profit 
with $13,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,< 
409; 44-55-65-75)—‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Six days of third 
week, good $7,200. Second week, 
strong $9,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65)—‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) and 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO). Not ‘co 
bright here with $9,000. Last week, 
‘Saboteur’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Biondie 
Event’ (Col), light $5,300 on five 
days. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 
55-65-75—"My Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Who's Hope Schuyler’ (20th). Strong 
topliner for the downtown custom- 
ers, aiming for smacko $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), moderate $11,500, 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55-65)—Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G). Failing to 
hold up in downtown moveover with 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Woman of Year’ 
(M-G) and ‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G), 
healthy $5,100. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-35- 
65)—‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘This 





stout in Montreal, strong on third Frisco week and | Time Keeps’ (M-G) - wk). Fine 
g it bolstered biz big on second Philadelphia stanza. $6,000 for second — yg 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), ‘Fan- | “St run after rousing $8,600 on firs 


fe’ (WB), ‘Broad- 
e the new entries 


‘Tortilla’ moveover. 
eland as the top 
round, 


tasia’ (RKO) and ‘Saboteur’ (U) look better in current 
week than formerly. 


New Abbott-Costello comedy is 


‘Ship Ahoy’ and ‘This rated terrific in Frisco, rollicking 15G in Cincinnati 
but a bit disappointing in N. Y. ‘Gone’ is fine $32,500 
in two Boston theatres and sturdy on its Baltimore 


‘Fantasia’ took a powerful $18,000 in New- 
ark, is big in Denver and stout on its second Chicago ; 
‘Saboteur’ is listed as solid on its second Bos- 


ton stanza and a good $90,000 at Music Hall, N. Y. 


In nearly the 


there, of course. 
pleasant in K. C., 
2,000 and rates as 


still 


ish St. Louis and 
in Seattle. 


Gal Sal’ 
its second session 
in Omaha, potent 
on its second St. 


in Minneapolis 


same category 
(RKO), with neat business in Denver, Seattle, Wash- 
ington and Chicago. 

From ‘Variety’ 
measuring up to 
takings in Washington, good Denver returns and okay 
on second Frisco week. 
(Rep), showing up in only one big spot, robust $7,500 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) rated hot in Newark 
and sturdy in Jersey City, where it will get $16,500. 
‘Wife Takes a Flyer’ (Col), just appearing in the keys, 
is hefty in Buffalo but not so good elsewhere. 
Rush’ (UA) racked up swell totals both in Providence 
and Pittsburgh, is doing a hefty fourth week in N. Y. 
and is pleasing in Buffalo. 
is okay in Cincy and nice in Denver. 
(20th) is credited with a robust $11,000 in K. C., aided 
by Ear] Carroll ‘Vanities’ on stage. 
(U) looks $20,500 in Frisco, backed by a band. 


is *‘Tuttles ef Tahiti’ 


correspondents: ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
its early promise with solid 


‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 


‘Gold 


‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) 
‘On Sunny Side’ 


‘What's Cookin’ 


week. 


“BEDTIME STORY’ LEADS 
J. CITY, STURDY $16,500 


} 
Jersey City, May 12. 
Shows on the square are doing 
well this week. Loew’s, with ‘The 
| Bedtime Story,’ probably will draw 
| a nifty gross and best in town, 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col). Nice weekend trade 
will help bring a fine $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 





‘Shut My Mouth’ (Col), powerful 
$17,000. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 


| ‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
iis Willing’ (Col). Pleasing $14,500 
Last week, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) and 
‘Lady Plans’ (Par), neat $15,500. 
State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col), moderate $11,000. Last week, 
‘Shores Tripoli’. (20th) and ‘Sunny 
Side’ (20th) (2d wk), okay $8,000. 
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Public Relations Comm. and UMPI 
Both Favor Market Analysis Idea 








Complete industry analysis idea is 
due for considerable additional at- 
tention in forthcoming weeks, with 
both the Public Relations Committee 
(Eastern Division) and the UMPI 
committee scheduled to discuss the 
feasibility of such a market checkup 
and probable ways and means for 
putting it into effect. With the PRC 
naming a planning committee headed 
by Mort Blumenstock, and Howard 
Dietz as special consultant on the 
industry survey idea which is part 
of the overall planning setup, the 
film business analysis is due for a 
thorough probing. Dietz is familiar 
with the success and failure of past 
surveys and the practicability of 
pertinent polls from his own contact 
with them and the ones his own 
company (Metro) has made before. 

Understanding thus far is that 
both the PRC planning group and 
the UMPI market analysis group are 
fairly well agreed that some sur- 
veys have admitted merit. How- 
ever, with some the question thus 
far is whether a market analysis 
would develop facts which might be 
of profit to the film business. 

There are several showmen on 
each of the two groups who are 
convinced that the present crying 
need is to ascertain what has hap- 
pened to the lost millions of for- 
merly reguiar cinema patrons—and 
what can be done to make them 
regular theatregoers again. Another 
thing that both distributors and ex- 
hibitors would like to know at once 
is what is going to happen to present 
audiences under wartime conditions 
—what tire and gasoline restrictions 
will do to the big downtown oper- 
ations and smaller theatres. In com- 
munities of 10,000 or under, ex- 
hibitors in the past have depended 
in part on customers driving in from 
Outlying areas over distances of 25- 
40 miles. 

Just now there is no clear-cut 
conviction that an outside organiza- 
tion should make such a survey, 
especially if such outside organi- 
gation market probe would be un- 
able to develop data that could be 
practically adapted to current con- 
ditions. There also‘:are those who 
think the Hays office should be de- 
pended on for market figures. 
The Hays office 
, ravu, 
veys in ine past o1 at least not to 
the extent of paying for a com- 
prehensive analysis. 

Other ideas on the market analy- 
sis are that no such thing should 
be attempted under wartime condi- 
tions, that business ‘is good enough, 
and that it will be wise to more or 
less coast along, using present 
methods of holding business for the 
duration. In opposition to this school 
of thought are those who are con- 
vinced that now is the time to find 
Out about the film business as sta- 
tistically correct as possible in order 
to cope with different trends pres- 
ently and be prepared for any slump 
after the war. 

PRC planning group will not be 


ready to report for about two weeks 
but first discussions are scheduled | 
for this week. UMPI group also | 


may take up the survey idea dur- 
ing this weeks’ huddles. 





U’s Jones Triple Winner 





Hollywood, May 12. 

Three-prize winner in the Acad- 
emy’s annual Hollywood Still Pho- 
tography Show was Ray Jones, Uni- 
versal cameraman, who took awards 
for best male portrait, best femme 
portrait and best natural color por- 
trait. 

Winners in 
Charles S. Welbourne, Warners: 
Alex Hahle, RKO; Virgil Apger, 
Metro; Ernest Bachrach, RKO: Em- 
mett Schoenbaum, 20th-Fox; Eddie 
Jones, Universal; Clarence Bull, 
Metro; Whitey Schafer, Columbia, 
and Edward T. Estabrook, Univer- 
6al. 


UA’s British Pic Preem 


United Artists will preem a British 
import, ‘Ships With Wings,’ at the 
Normandie theatre, N. Y., next Tues- 
day (19). Opening is being spon- 
sored by the Union Jack Club, the 
English Speaking Union and the 
British War Relief Society. All pro- 
ceeds go to the U. S. Navy Relief 
Fund. 

Number of society dinners at 
which British and American naval 
Officers will be guests have been ar- 
ranged to precede the private preem 
of the film, 
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FRESH OUT OF AUSPICES 


So ‘This Above All’ Just Bows in on 
Its Own 








Preem of ‘This Above All’ at the 
Astor, N. Y., last night (Tuesday) 
was virtually the first important de- 
but in the last year and a half which 
wasn’t ‘sponsored’ by British War 
Relief, American Theatre Wing, Navy 
Relief or some other charitable or- 
ganization tied up with the war. Hal 
Horne office, which arranged the un- 
veiling, as it has other 20th-Fox pic- 
tures in the past year, has just about 
run out of organizations. 
Last night’s opening, as a result, 
was purely an invitation affair for 
newspapermen, industry execs and 
special guests. It was preceded by a 
cocktail party Monday (11) for di- 
rector Anatole Litvak and author Eric 
Knight. Producer Darryl F. Zanuck 
wis skedded to be there, but tarned 
up in London Monday morning in- 
stead, on a secret U. S. film mission. 
A feature of the preem was a giant 
new ‘dimout’ sign over the Astor, so 
designed that, while visible from the 
street, it throws no light upwards 
and doesn’t contribute to the aura 
over the city. 


BLUMENSTOCK HEADS 
PRESS PLANNING COMM. 


Committee to set up long-range 
planning for the film industry was 
appointed last Thursday (7) by 
Robert Gillham, chairman of the 
Public Relations Committee (east- 
ern division), at the weekly meeting 
of that group. Mort Blumenstock 
was named chairman of a committee 
comprising Howard Dietz, Kenneth 
Clark and Glendon Allvine to frame 
a concise program for the picture 
business, reporting back to the N.Y. 
and Coast groups in about two 
weeks. Planning setup is expected 
to form a blueprint for industry 
progress in public relations. 

The market research survey, al- 
ready introduced to the PRC com- 
mittee, will be included in the plan- 
ning recommendations. Planning 











sro held first session last Monday 
CLT, en | 

Public Relations Commiice “Tt 
affirmed the major company’s ad- 
publicity group ruling of several 
years ago against use of 4-star or 
similar symbols in film or theatre 
advertising. All eight company rep- 
resentatives agreed that this is a lazy 
sort of advertising. It was pointed 
out at the confab that major com- 
pany ad chiefs were against this 
type of picture advertising on the 





theory that exploitation of a screen | 
production should be based more | 
than simply on markings but should | 
include appraisal of the film story, | 
people in it, etc. 


IDZAL’S SYSTEM 


Cuffo Stenog Courses to Keep Girls 
On the Job 
Detroit, May 12. 
Since you’re going to lose them, 
anyway, you might as well get the 
best you can get. That’s the philoso- 











other divisions were | 


phy of David M. Idzal, managing di- | 
rector of the Fox here, who has | 
| started the ‘giveaway’ system for his | 
own employees before they leap on | 
| to the big-paying jobs in defense | 
| industries. 
| With the pinch starting to be felt | 
in ordinary business because of the 
Graining off of regular help by the 
armament industries, Idzal has start- 
|ed giving free courses in shorthand 
and typing to his candy-counter and 
coke-bar girls. In this way he fig- 
ures on attracting the best qualified 
types. 

He is only picking the serious, re- 
sponsible girls who are looking for 
improvement. Then he starts them 
off on the giveaway § secretarial 
courses, figuring that they are going 
to stay on the theatre jobs at least, 
until they finish the courses. Thus, 
turnover on employees isn’t as rapid 
as in other houses where they could 
put on revolving doors for the in- 
and-outers, 


PAR ADDS MARTIN LEWIS 


Martin Lewis has joined the Para- 
mount publicity and advertising de- 
partment at the homeoffice to spe- 
cialize on radio contacts, cam- 
paigns, etc. 

He was for 10 years with the 











Movie and Radio Guide. 


Tradeshows 


May 15—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G), in all exchange cities 
except New York City, 
where already showm 
Sat., May 16—In This Our Life’ 
(WB), in all exchange cities. 


Fri., 





Tue May 19—‘Once Upon a 
ursday’ (M-G), ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous’ (M-G) and ‘I 


Married an Anyel’ (M-G), in 
fll exchange cities. 


GAS AND TIRES 
K. 0. DRIVE-INS 


With automobiles and gas becom- 
ing as precious as jewels, and tires 
beckoning the thieves more than the 
windows behind which pearls re- 
pose, the operators of drive-in the- 
atres are fearing the worst. Like- 
wise roadside taverns catering to car 
trade, especially those where drinks 
are served to occupants while loud- 
speakers give out music, will be 
affected. 

It is estimated there are about 
100 drive-ins throughout the coun- 
try. Majority of the trade drawn to 
the drive-ins are young folks. 

The south and New England have 
found the drive-ins the most popu- 
lar, while others are in scattered 
sections throughout the country, in- 
cluding the Michigan territory and 
the midwest. The territory around 
New York has not taken to this form 
of film diversion, although there is 
a drive-in on Long Island which 
assertedly has been doing well. 

Among the five major distributors 
owning theatre chains only Para- 
mount has any drive-ins. Company 
has four in Texas, four in Louisiana 
and Mississippi, two in Florida, one 
in East St. Louis and one in South 
Carolina. 


Hal Horne Takes Over 
As 20th-Fox Pub Ad 
Chief; Botsford West 


Hal Horne took over as head of 
publicity and advertising at 20th- 
Fox Monday (11), with the prop- 
ability that his own press and 
exploitation organization will con- 
tinue to function separately until its 
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Arkansas Indie Exhibs Convene 
May 24-25: Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Memphis, May 12. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Arkansas has set its annual conven- 
tion for Sunday and Monday, May 
24-25, at the Eastman hotel, Hot 
Springs. 





Ohio’s Ist Fem. Mgr. 

Ruth Garrett, promoted from 
cashier to assistant manager at the 
Laroy theatre, Portsmouth, is the 
first girl in Ohio to receive such a 
position. 

Miss Garrett has developed a Kid- 
die Show for the theatre, which en- 
tails giveaways in connection with 
Saturday morning showing of ‘King 
of the Texas Rangers.’ 





Elmer Winegar Moves 
Buffalo, May 12. 
Elmer Winegar, former manager 
of the Buffalo Municipal Auditorium, 
has resigned to become manager of 
the new Telenews theatre here. 





Bob Rosen, Mgr. Again : 
Bob Rosen, for many years with 
Loew’s in managerial capacities but 
away from the circuit for couple 
years, has returned as manager of 
Sheridan Square, N. Y. For a time 
Rosen was in the agenting business. 





Hagen Heads WB Checkers 
- Rudy Hagen, at the Warner home- 
office, has been placed in charge of 
the company’s own checking system 
on percentage pictures. 
Supervisors are being installed in 
18 different territories, 





Kalmenson, Haines Tours 

Spending considerable time in the 
field to contact on sales, Ben Kal- 
menson left over the weekend for a 
tour of midwest branches. He will 
be gone a week or so. Meantime, 
Roy Haines, eastern-Canadian divi- 
sion manager, is also in the field, 
having left Monday (11) for a swing 
through New York state. He will 
also hit Gloversville, headquarters of 
the Schine circuit, a Warner cus- 
tomer. 

Ed Hinchey, 
head of the Warner h.o. playdate de- 
partment, was in Philadelphia Fri- 
day (8) on company business. 





Currie Heads NTS in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 12. 
John Currie named branch man- 
ager for the local National Theatre 
Supply office, succeeding the late 
Edward B. Morton. 
Harris circuit appointed its first 


femme assistant manager, Loretta 
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29.. It has three more pictures on 
which to work, ‘Moontide,’ which 
is going now;~“This Above All,’ which 
goes out in a few weeks and ‘10 
yentlemen from West Point,’ 
scheduled for early summer. 

Present ‘plans, although not en- 
tirely definite pending Horne’s closer 
inspection of the 20th-Fox setup this 
week, is for his assistant, Dick Con- 
don, to temporarily remain in charge 
of Horne’s own exploitation setup. 
It is definite, however, that as soon 
as that has been dissolved Condon 
will become Horne’s assistant at 20th. 

A. M. Botsford, 20th-Fox pub-ad 
boss heretofore, meantime plans to 
move west as studio liaison between 
20th-Fox production and the sales 
dept. 

One of the Horne organization’s 
major enterprises, exploitation of the 
Sing-A-Tina, on which it owns the 
patents, has come to a complete 
standstill. Priorities have entirely 
cut off the plastics of which the 
kazoo-like device was made, An. 
other activity, publicity for USO- 
Shows, Inc., which Horne handled on 
a non-profit basis, is moving back to 
direct USO-CSI operation this week. 


—— 


| Pressbook on Pushing 


U.S. Stamps in Theatres 


Extensive 12-page pressbook for 
the War Savings Stamps campaign to 
be staged by theatres has been pre- 
pared by the War Activities Com- 
mittee. It has been released to 
the 13,000 theatres throughout the 
nation which have pledged them- 
selves to support the WAC effort. 
Drive starts May 30. 

Beginning of the book has full info 
for showmen on what the drive’s 
about and how they should go about 
setting up facilities in their theatres. 
It then has two pages of lobby and 
exploitation ideas, plus newspaper 
stories. That’s followed by details 
of a poster contest, radio tieups, 
newspaper promotion tieups, slogans, 
ads, and a list of newsreel and other 
special material available for selling 
from the screen. 

Si Fabian is chairman of the drive, 
with Oscar Dobb, Harry Goldberg, 
Monroe Greenthal and Harry Man- 
dell as campaign counsel, 


nette, where she’s done cashier duty 
for the last eight years. 

New sales berth at RKO exchange 
here assigned to Carl Peppercorn, 
office manager. He’ll be succeeded 
in latter berth by Paul Reith, who 
moves up from chief booker. New 
chief booker is Marvin Wolfish, pre- 
viously Reith’s assistant, with Earl 
Friedman upping from second to first 
assistant. John Weltner, an assist- 
ant shipper, gets the other vacancy 
in the booking department. Herman 
|Black, RKO student salesman here 
|for several months, sent to the In- 
|dianapolis officé as a regular sales- 
| Irbari, 
| H. J. Thompson, veteran Clear- 
|field exhib and head of Mid-State 
|Theatres, Inc., candidate for the 
| Democratic nomination to the Penn- 
|sylvania state Senate from the 34th 
}senatorial district, which comprises 
|Clearfield and Center counties. 

Bill Sherkel, son of late Houtzdale 
}exhib, named manager of the new 

Eagle theatre, Montgomery. House 
jis the old Lyceum, closed for six 
|} years and remodeled with a seating 
| capacity of 450; unit in Mid-State 
| chain. 
| Valley, Brackenridge, purchased at 
|sheriff sales by Allegheny Theatri- 
|cal Enterprises, Inc., of which Andy 
| Gibson is sec.-treas. House formerly 
|}operated by Melvin Halfant, dark 
for several weeks. New owners have 
no immediate reopening plans. 

George Lefko, former RKO ex- 
change manager here, joined WB 
| office in Cincinnati as city salesman. 
Until recently, Lefko has been oper- 
ating poster supply business in Cleve- 
land. 

Richard Hannon resigned from 
Jack Judd _ poster firm to take post 
with 20th-Fox accessory départment, 
where he replaces Stuart Klein, who 
quit to make his future home in Cali- 
fornia. 

Ferdinand Phillips, manager of the 
New Embassy, Aspinwall, and nephew 
of Mervis Brothers, who operates 
the house, into the Army. 








Cleveland’s Shifts 
Cleveland, May 12. 
Resignation of Ruth Jett has shift- 
ed Norman A. Meyers from manager- 
ship to nabe Keith’s 105th to her 
desk at the downtown RKO Palace, 
where he is assuming duties ef pub- 
licity and ad director. Jerry Shin- 
bach from South Bend, Ind., suc- 
ceeded Meyers at the East End house. 
Mae Pollan, secretary to Clem 
Pope, RKO division manager here 





and former Palace treasurer, was 
promoted to the New York office last 





recently appointed* 


week. Becomes secretary to William 
England, personnel director of RKO 
chain. 

Leonard Greenberger appointed 
manager of new Fairmount, 1,650- 
seater, which was preemed last 
Thursday (16), Formerly managed 
the Moreland. 





Bernard Vice Rose in Seattle 


Seattle, May 12. 

Birk Bernard, new manager of 
Colonial (Evergreen), succeeding 
Ernie Rose, been transferred to the 
Roosevelt, ace second run and move. 
over house of Sterling Chain, where 
the former mgr., Jim Sechser re- 
signed to go into U. S. Navy. 

James Lelsie, assistant mgr. at 
Admiral (Sterling), in West Seattle, 
into Army. 


‘Liberty Bell’ to Chime 
On Broadway for Drive 








Ben Serkowich, Capitol theatre, 
New York, publicist, has arranged 
exploitation tieup in connection with 
the Army-Navy Relief collection 
drive starting tomorrow (14) in all 
theatres, by planting the 800-pound 
twin of the historic Liberty Bell in 
front of the Capitol. Bell is to be 
mounted on a decorat®d truck, sur- 
rounded by an ‘honor guard’ and will 
be rung every time another $100 in 
contributions is registered. 


Bell, cast at the same time and 
place as the Philadelphia Liberty 
Bell which is cracked and does not 
ring, is vocal, It was borrowed from 
the belfry of St. Paul’s Church, East- 
chester, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., shrine of 
the Bill of Rights and the establish- 
ment of the Free Press. 


Sarah Delano Roosevelt, the Presi- 
dent’s mother, and the American As- 
sociation of Editors and Publishers 
recently restored St. Paul’s Church 
as the Shrine of Freedom of the 
Press and the Bill of Rights. Asa 
result the bell is virtually a cinch 
for newspaper publicity in connec- 
tion with the Army-Navy Relief 
drive. 

Following parade up Broadway to- 
morrow, when the Motion Picture 
Industry’s War Activities Commit- 
tee, headed by Nicholas M. Schenck, 
launches the U. S. theatres collec- 


Se ASRS ie Py pte er one 


tioned in front of the Capitol. 





WALSH INTO DISTRIB? 


Turns N. Y. Theatre Over to Kay- 
burn Circuit—Booth Union Jam 








George C. Walsh, veteran theatre 
operator who is reported discussing 
an executive distribution post with 
one of the major companies, has con- 
cluded a deal turning over the 
Yorktown, New York, to the Kay- 
bern circuit which operates a dozen 
houses in Greater N. Y., Westchester 
county and Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Details in connection with enter- 
ing the distribution field are not 
known, Walsh stating he had noth- 
ing he could say at this time. He 
was formerly president and general 
manager of the Netco circuit, a 
Paramount subsidiary, and in former 
years had held high theatre posts 
with Comerford, Saenger and other 
circuits, 


On taking over the Yorktown 
from Walsh, the Kaybern circuit ran 
into immediate trouble recently, 
date of possession, with Local 306, 
Moving Picture Operators. Kaybern 
locked out the five operators that 
had been employed there and re- 
placed them with two Empire State 
boothmen. Local 306 ops had been 
working for Walsh without a con- 
tract since he paid the circuit scale, 
though Yorktown was strictly indie. 





WEHRENBERG’S HOLIDAY GIFT 
St. Louis, May 12. 

_Mothers of sons in the armed serv- 
ices and mothers more than 65 years 
old were cuffo guests of Fred Wehr- 
enberg, indie flicker house exhib, in 
10 of his houses Mother’s Day (10) 
Wehrenberg also arranged with 
merchants near the various houses, 
three of which are located in St. 
Louis County, to donate special gifts 
to the oldest mother. The houses 
where the mothers were guests et 
special shows are Cinderella, Da- 
kota, Melba, Michigan, Virginia, 


Lemay, Southway, Studio, Savoy and 
Normandy, the latter three in the 





county, 
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‘directed by Cavalcanti. 
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Three War Films Set to Start Prod. - 
London: Balcon Epic to Cost 6806 








London, April 16. 

Michael Balcon’s next after ‘The 
Foreman Went to France,’ which is 
doing big at the London Pavilion, 
where it is having its premiere, is 
‘They Came in Khaki,’ by the same 
author, Angus McPhail, and will be 
It stars 
Leslie Banks, Hugh Sinclair, and 
Frank Lawton has Army leave to 
appear as an ordinary seaman in 
this epic made by Ealing Studios. 
Reported it will cost $680,000 against 


‘ $552,000 expended on ‘Foreman,’ al- 


though this will take nine months 
to former’s 12 months, as ‘Foreman’ 
was often interrupted by the big 
blitzes of last year. ; 

‘Mediterranean Crossing,’ all set to 
start shooting at Hammersmith 
studios, April 22, was cancelled by 
British National at the request of 
the Admiralty and Ministry of In- 
formation. 

Ealing Studios have a merchant 
navy film on the tapis, ‘San De- 
metrio,’ which is being scripted by 
Charles Frend and Robert Hamer. 
Story of the selling and firing of 
this oil tanker in convoy has al- 
ready been dramatized on the air, 
Some of the actual survivors are 
giving technical advice and linking 
up the narrative of this abandoned 
ship, which was reboarded by part 
of her crew, who succeeded in put- 
ting out the fire and bringing her 
safely to port. . 

Dorothy Carless, Phyllis Stanley 
and Peggy McCormack have all been 
tested for lead opposite Flanagan 
and Allen in ‘Glamourflage,’ which 
they are doing for British National, 
with shooting to start May 4 at Rock 
Film studios, Elstree. 


SUNDAY PIX OK 
IN N. SO. WALES 


Sydney, May 12. 
The question of Sunday*shows for 








again been dragged into the spotlight 


here, with the government of New 
South Wales suddenly deciding to 
allow only one cinema to operate 
in Sydney from 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Regulation also permits the operation 
of one vaudeville show. Programs 
at the two houses come under the 
supervision of Chief Secretary Bad- 
derly, who states that features will 
be selected in keeping with the Sab- 
bath spirit. Members of fighting 
forces are allowed to take one friend, 
with admission for troops set at 25c 
and friends paying the usual week- 
day admissions. 


The film industry generally does 
not favor the present Sabbath oper- 
ating conditions. Exhibitors run 
their shows for no profit, according 
to the current setup, but distribu- 
tors will seek additional rental for 
that extra playdate, according to 
laiest indications. 


Western Australia, South Australia 
and Tasmania will operate Sunday 
shows. Feeling in the trade is that 
the real way to give the armed 


forces entertainment is to open all | 
theatres needed to handle the mili- | 


tary patrons. It is believed that the 


Sunday shows in New South Wales | 


will be given a month’s trial, but 
the industry already foresees its 
failure as operated presently. 


DAWES, HARLEY AMONG 
20TH-FOX CANDIDATES 


R. S. Dawes, 20th-Fox sales man- 
ager in England, is among those men- 
tioned as a possible successor to post 
of 20th foreign manager formerly 
held by Walter J. Hutchinson. Dur- 
ing company executive confabs held 
in Washington recently Darryl Za- 
nuck advised that, in considering 
— for the spot, Dawes should be 
eared as a livewire distribu- 
; n executive who had impressed 
Temendously in various assignments. 
ms L. Harley, managing director for 

in England, is also among sev- 


eral others being considered for the 
Position, 
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HOW TIMES CHANGE 


Mex ‘Bernhardt’ OK'd by Guatemala 
After Refusal Several Years Ago 








Mexico City, May 12. 

Success of ‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Mo- 
reno), star tramp comic, and his 
‘Victory V’ company in touring Cen- 
tral America has prompted Virginia 
Fabregas, ‘Mexico’s Sarah Bernhardt’, 
to prepare for a dramatic road tour 
of those republics, Her son, Manuel 
Sanchez Navarro, also an actor, is 
the advance man. Company will in- 
clude America Lopez, Celia Manzano 
and Felipe del Hoyo. 

Some years ago Senorita Fabregas 
was denied eniry to Guatemala be- 
cause that country then considered 
Mexican thespians as agents of Com- 
munism. . 


ORSON WOWS 
ARGENTINES 


Buenos Aires, May 5. 

Anticipated with fear and trem- 
bling by local Americanos who felt 
that one more Hollywood film star 
visit would be the only thing needed 
to bust up already n.s.h. relations be- 
tween Hollywood and Argentina, the 
48-hour flying jaunt of Orson Welles 
to this capital turned out to be one 
=* the best good-will builders on rec- 
ord. 
Producer-author-director, who has 
been working in Brazil on his own 
group of picts for RKO, was invited 
here to attend the first ‘Oscarizing’ 
ceremony of the newly-formed 
Argentine Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences. Because 
delay in shooting schedules in Brazil 
made long trip impossible, he ac- 
cepted on the basis that it would be a 
short jaunt with promise of longer 
stay later. He then apparently 
sought to telescope a two-week sked 








into the allotted time. 


Unusual fan interest in the trip 
was all the more amazing consider- 
ing the fact that Welles is known 


B iw Ss oeer vena et a a vic, hs izen Kane. 


naturally unfamiliar to _localites. 
Kane reputation here brought out 
the mobs, however, even though as it 
turned out, Kane won only an hon- 
orable mention for the best foreign 
picture of the year, prize going to 
‘The Long Voyage Home’ (UA). 

During his 48-hour jaunt, Welles 
managed to visit both the town and 
an outlying estancia; to be lunched 
and dined by half a dozen groups 
and cocktailed by a dozen more; and, 
finally, to wind up as guest of honor 
in Gong, the local Stork Club, where 
two socialite local film meggers, Luis 
Saslavsky and Alberto de Zavalia, 
brought on top-ranking stage and 
screen figures for a private ‘com- 
mand’ performance of the best local 
talent. 

Although he got only four hours 
sleep during the entire forty-eight, 
his public front showed no signs of 
lack of shuteye. Willingness to be 
individually photographed with 
everybody planted next to him by 
handlers drew much fave comment 
from local sheets, and interviews re- 





flected approval. 

Welles’ advisers, who included 
| local reps of Jock Whitney’s Motion 
Picture Section of the Rockefeller 
| Committee, had been skittery, be- 
cause advance stories indicated that 
Welles might turn out to be some 
kind of fire-breather and set the 
town ablaze. 

While here Welles said 
making satisfactory progress 
his Brazilian film and hoped to be 
able to come back to Argentina in 
about two months provided the draft 
didn’t snatch his technicians, major- 
ity of them comparative youngsters. 


he was 





Mex. Govt. Reciprocates 
On Soldier Entertainment 


Mexico City, May 12. 

Reciprocating the good-willing of 
Hollywood and the U. S. in the form 
of entertainment for Mexican sol- 
diers serving in Lower California, 
the Mexican government has com- 
missioned Mercedes Caraza, topflight 
stage warbler, to perform in various 
American camps. 

She is scheduled to begin her tour 
in June. 





Another Mexican Move 
To Crash the Argentine 


Mexico City, May 12. 

Another move by Mexican pro- 
ducers to crash the Argentine and 
other key South American lands with 
their pix is the readying by Juvenal 
Urbina, recently resigned as United 
Artists manager here, to establish 
and direct in Buenos Aires an ex- 
change for these films. 

Urbina has lined up several of the 
top Mexican producers to service his 
venture, which he expects to start 
early in June. 


U.S. FILM COS. 
WILL CONTINUE 
SHORTWAVE 


Shortwave broadcasts, directed 
largely at Latin-American countries, 
are to be continued by American 
film companies, it was decided at the 








Relations Committee Monday (4) at 
the Hays office in New York. They 
had considered dropping the short- 
wave. Committee also voted to con- 
tinue cooperating with the Coordin- 
ator of Inter-American Affairs, pro- 
mote the ‘Victory Slogan’ idea and 
cooperate with the Co-ordinator of 
Information. Much of the session 
consisted of discussing the expanded 
public relations program to be car- 
ried out in collaboration with the 
Coast Foreign Department com- 
mittee. 

Additional activities such as an 
international feature news service 
and newsletter to Latin publications, 
await consultation with the Holly- 
wood committee. Planning Com- 
mittee of the N.Y. group, headed by 
Albert Deane, expects to have rec- 
ommendations ready soon for sub- 
mission to the Hollywood committee. 


Plan would cover next two years. 


BUENOS AIRES DRESSES 
DOWN JOHN REINHARDT 


Buenos Aires, May 5. 
A severe dressing-down was ad- 
_— in + 








wood director who worked here sév- 
eral months, because of an inter- 
view he recently gave in New York. 
Reinhardt, who did two pictures at 
the new Baires Studios and also co- 
directed Spanish version of ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ at the Astral theatre, 
talked for one of the New York Sun- 
day sections and story was sent back 
by correspondent of La Nacion, local 
morning daily. 

Nacion’s account of the interview 
was comparatively mild but what the 
other dailies and mags did to the 
material supplied was enough to 
cause the deepest Pan-American 
blush. 

Upon terminating his mission,’ 
Nacion said, ‘Reinhardt returned to 
New York and spoke of his stupen- 
dous, marvelous success in theatre 
circles in Buenos Aires. He was the 
one who brought the North Ameri- 
can theatre to B. A. At least he 
said that the only American play 
presented prior to ‘Arsenic’ in Ar- 
gentina was “Tobacco Road,’ which 
ran ‘one consecutive week. We 
know that, on the contrary, this was 
shown over 100 times in two differ- 
ent theatres and it is not worth the 
trouble to discuss the absurdity of 
the sensational statement when one 
recalls that various works of O’Neill 
are customarily and constantly pre- 
sented in B. A., while in New York 





with | 


it has been over six years since any 
of his works appeared in the theatre 
lup until ‘Ah, Wilderness’ was with- 
|drawn recently after one week.’ 


New Mex Film Firm 


Mexico City, May 12. 

The pic business continues to show 
signs of better times. Another pro- 
duction company, as yet unnamed, is 
being readied here by Genzalo El- 
vira. Coin for this enterprise has 
been provided mostly by a Spanish 
syndicate which Victor Cano Ruiz 
and Jesus Gil head. 

Company is to start production 
with ‘Linda’ (‘Pretty’), authored by 
Poet Miguel N. Lira, which the local 
civic government prized as the best 
Mexican stage comedy last year. 








meeting of the Iniernational Film} 






Start Training Schools for Women 
In Australia to Help Replace Men 
Drafted From Theatres for Service 





THE VENEZUELAN WAY 


Havas, RKO, Finds a Way Out of 
Picture Shortage 








Caracas, Veneziela, April 28. 

The war has done some peculiar 
things to the film trade here, and it 
has givén* distributors’ representa- 
tives a chance to prove their inge- 
nuity. 

Because of the scarcity of ships and 
because one or two of the boats car- 
rying films were sunk, distributors 
here have been without new pictures 
for several weeks at a time. To Mike 
Havas, manager of the RKO office 
here, the situation was not unsolv- 
able. Havas dug up some old Frank 
Buck pictures, including ‘Bring "Em 
Back Alive,’ and combined the best 
parts of each and billed it at the 
Ayacucho theatre here under the 
name ‘Aventuras en la Selva’ (‘Ad- 
ventures in the Jungle.’) Then came 
some high-pressure exploitation. The 
picture ran two weeks to full houses 
and was then sent to the interior, 
where it has been packing them in. 

Two weeks later Havas was faced 
with a similar problem. The Aya- 
cucho, which uses mostly RKO stuff, 
was without a new picture. Havas 
pieced four ‘March of Time’ install- 
ments together, added several pieces 
of appropriate newsreel and enjoyed 
good houses for a week until his ship 
came in. 


GAUMONT DEAL 
ON ‘GONE’ COLD 


London, May 12. 
What appeared to be practically 
set as a deal for Gaumont-British 
to play ‘Gone With the Wind’ on 
agreed percentage with Metro sud- 
denly collapsed last week when the 
Gaumont circuit refused to play the 











Collapse of negotiations with G-B| 
was quickly followed by Associated 
British booking the picture at Metro 
terms, 





— 





KENNEBECK AND BRIDE | 
DUE BACK FROM INDIA’ 


Cable received from Frank Kenne- 
beck, Paramount’s general manager | 
in India, stating ‘I am bringing back 
my favorite blonde with me to U. S.’ 
tipped the N. Y. office that he re- | 
cently was married in Bombay. He | 
wed Zena Hamilton, a British girl. | 
Cable obviously rang in the name of | 
Par’s film, ‘My Favorite Blonde.’ 


Kennebeck is expected in N. Y. in 
the next few weeks, having made 
plans to sail late in April, home of- 
fice recalling him from India because 
of unsettled conditions in that coun- | 
try. 








Mex Drama Prizes 


Mexico City, May 12. 
Contest to find the best three 
| Mexican dramatists of 1942 has been 
| started by Gen. Maximino Avila 





Camacho, Minister of Communica- 
tions and Public Works and brother | 
of the President, and El 


Universal, 
local daily. Contest closes June 30. | 
First prize is $1,000 (Mex.) ($210| 
US.), donated by Carlos Lavergne, | 
impresario of the Teatro Ideal, and 
a medal presented by the General; 
second prize is $500 (Mex:) cash, also 
| provided by Lavergne and another 
medal from Gen. Avila Camacho. 








Venezuela Pic Co. Quits 


Caracas, April 28. 


Liquidation of the Avila Cinema 
|Co., only film-producing organiza- | 
tion in Venezuela, is taking place | 
here. 

The organization was formed sev- | 
eral years ago with a capital of 300,-| 
000 bolivares ($84,000) and directed 
by author Romulo Gallegos. 





| zibar’ and ‘Caught in the Draft.’ 





Sydney, May 12. 

In an effort to meet the manpower 
shortage in Australian theatres re- 
sulting from the draft, several 
cirema circuits have launched train- 
ing schools for women. 

Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts circuit 
chief, has begun a schoo] for the 
organization which is to. fit femmes 
to take over complete theatre opera- 
tion. There are 11 women already 
in charge of Melbourne neighbor- 
hood houses. 

Probable that additional theatre- 
training schools will be started here. 

Women also are to be trained as 
projectionists in theatre booths. 
Many ambitious usherettes have reg- 
istered in the theatre management 
courses in hopes of landing mana- 
gerial spots 


WAY, PERKINS 
REPORTED SAFE 


William K. Way, manager of 
RKO’s Hongkong office up until the 
Japanese invasion, is safe in China 
though wounded, according to word 
received by Phil Reisman, company’s 
foreign chief. A British subject, 
Way fought with the British army in 
the defense of Hongkong. 

He is now reported with his fam- 
ily, recovering at Macheong, China. 

James E. Perkins, Paramount's 
manager for the Orient and India, 
has been located in Manila, accord- 
ing to information received in N. Y. 
He is alive and well. No trace of 
him was found after communication 
was broken when the Japs took over 
Manila, 

His son, Robert Perkins, Univer- 
sal’s manager in China, is interned 
in Shanghai by the Japanese. 


HAVANA ROTARY CLUB 











fil t pri f 60c. to $1.30. Circuit 
wot naoien Gone et 0 50-81) SALUTES. RKO IN N.Y. 


¥: 
RKO was presented a loving cup 
by the Havana Rotary club at the 
Thursday (7) luncheon meeting of 
the N. Y. Rotarians at Hotel Com- 
modore, N. Y., award being given for 
the efforts of the company’s foreign 
department in promoting closer rela- 
tions between the U. S., Cuba and 
other Latin-American countries. It 
was given to RKO by Ray O. Wyland, 
president of N. Y. Rotary, in behalf 
of the Havana Rotarians, with R. K. 


Hawkinson, RKO Latin-American 
supervisor, accepting because Phil 
Reisman, company’s foreign chief, 


was enroute to Brazil. 


Hawkinson stressed the part the 


Rotary clubs had played in building 
goodwill and the share carried by 
the picture industry in promoting 


hemispheric solidarity. He cited the 
recent visit of Walt Disney to the 
Latin-Americas and the results of 
his tour as well af the activity of 


| Orson Welles in producing portions 


of ‘It’s All True’ in Brazil. 


Welles presently is still in Rio de 
Janeiro, but has about completed 
shooting all the needed material. 
He likely will return with Reisman 
when the RKO foreign manager re- 


turns to N. Y. sometime this month. 
‘Hatter’s Castle’ Surprise 
Smash Hit in England 


London, April 16 

With all the talk of film fans shun- 
ning serious films for only laughs, 
trade is greatly surprised at the 
grosses being chalked up by Para- 
mount’s ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ film adapta< 
tion from A. J. Cronin’s book of same 
name. 

Picture cost $320,000 by the time it 
left the cutting room, with David E. 
Rose somewhat worried as to 
whether Par would ever get its out- 
lay back. Now repurts are flowing 
in steadily of picture’s smash biz in 
the provinces and in most spots, 
beating such supers as ‘Road to Zan- 
It 
is even creeping up on the intake of 
‘North West Mounted,’ which has 
been Par’s topper in the last 15 
years. 
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: | IT’S TREMENDOUS!...It’s 
| you and me and the folks : 
nextijdoor!...It’s the great a - 
heart of America throbbing rq ‘ a 
through the birth and growth Oe 
of our own popular music — , a... 
themed to a stirring human 
drama that sweeps its laugh- 
ter, love and tears through a 
- +bythra-such-as-all—_—.. 
moviedom has never known | 
before! 
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THESE STAR MEMBERS OF THE 


ALL-AMERICAN DANCE BAND... 


|; PLAYING TOGETHER FOR THE 








Selected from among 
leaders in the 
SATURDAY EVENING 
POST POLL 


















AND ALSO 
IN RKO RADIO’S 
~AS GROUP. ... 




























MOU « JACKIE COOPER 


VIRE » GEORGE BANCROFT 
BOWELL » TED NORTH 






NTHALL JOHNSON CHOIR RK O 
UE and Directed b RADIO 
LLAM DIETERLE “ee 


li ‘Yordan and Frank Cavett 
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Film Reviews 





Continued 


NATIVE LAND 


against the Klan, labor spies and 
those who try to push around share- 
croppers and sturdy farmers. At 
times, the film is almost a blast 
against fascists here and abroad. 

No question but that ‘Native Land’ 
is a rugged plea for unionism. It 
pulls few punches in lauding the 
spirit of the union movement in bat- 
tles with unscrupulous business. 
Closing episodes ring in the Republic 
Steel shooting of a labor man, and 
attempts to tie in the unity of labor 
with the nation’s need for armament 
and munitions in a hurry. Obvi- 
ously a tough theme for the average 
producer to put over, this picture 
comes closest to handling the sub- 
ject adequately. 

Story obviously is tailor-made for 
most union members as witness the 
preem last Monday for the benefit 
of the N. Y. Newspaper Guild. But 
the film will need enthusiastic ex- 
ploitation to obtain best results. 
There’s hardly a name in the cast 
that will be recognized by film au- 
diences; hence. the need for special 
exploiting with stress on Robeson. 
Yet there are several worthwhile 
performances contributed — good 
mainly because so lifelike. Perhaps 
outstanding are Art Smith, Howard 
Da Silva, Virginia Stevens, Housely 
Stevens and Amelia Romano. Robe- 
son’s voice proves highly satisfac- 
tory in portions where the actors do 
not speak or in industrial scenes that 

icture the nation’s development. 
Fis singing of a couple of Marc 
Blitzstein songs also is heard in the 











background. : 
Direction of Leo Hurwitz and Paul 
Strand is remarkably intelligent. 


Both are pioneers in making docu- 
mentaries. Strand’s camera work is 
one of the brishtest phases of the 
roduction, unusual angles and ef- 
ects hancing the stark dramatic 
scence has photorraphed. Work 
here tops that of ‘The Wave.’ his 
revious camera masterpiece. Score 
y Mare Blitzstein is an ambitious 
effort, making for a strong back- 
ground in the less sie¢nificant pas- 
gages. Wear. 


GHOST TOWN LAW 


release of Scott R. Dunlap 

aceaes- Stars Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, 
aymond Hatton: features Virginia Car- 
ean Murdock McQuarrie. Directed by 
oward 


Monogram 





Bretherton. Sereenplay by Jess 
Bowers; camera, Harry Neumann. Pre- 
viewed at New York theatre, N. Y., May 
6, ‘42. Running time, 62 MINS. 

Buck Roberts. ..cccccccvccccves Buck Jones 
TUR. oc bec rdoecseatoneseoeassens Tim McCoy 
Baney ...>ccecve evecceeoces Raymond Haiton 
Josie Hall ... Virginia Carpenter 
Judge Craill..ccccccccss Murdock McQuarrie 
ey eccecccecse meres King 


yard Masters 





An attempt te combine a western 
with a mystery story has not fared 
too well in this Mono meller. 


part of the film, which is shot in 
shadow and inky blackness, that the 
story loses much of its effectiveness 
and becomes boresome. The speed- 
fing up of the action at the end of 


the film is insufficient to overcome | 


its early faults and the improbable 
story. It'll make the grade with the 
buckaroo clientele. 

Story deals with a gang of desper- 
ados who systematically slaughter 
anyone coming near their hideout in 
an old gold mine. They kill two USS. 
marshalls and bring the vengeance 
of the ‘Rough Riders’ upon them- 
yee. The girl owner of the mine. 

er young foreman, and plenty of 
shooting make up the balance of the 
film. 
never cleared up. Masked cowboys 
prowling in black shadows, 


tossed into the melting plot without 
much rhyme or reason. 

Buck Jones, Tim McCoy and Ray- 
mond Hatton co-star, the latter the 
most natural player. Both of the 
cowboy heroes have too little to do 


besides some hard riding and looking | 


fierce, Virginia Carpenter lends | 
some charm as the girl, while the 
balance of the cast is adequate. Di- 


rection is spotty, hindered by an in- 


ane plot. The camera work is fair. 
Eddy. 

Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 

(Rarney Sarecky) production. Stars ZaSu 


Pitts, Roger Pryor; features Warren Ilymer, 
Douglas Fowley. Directed by Jean Yar- 


brough. Screenplay by George Bricker and 
Edmond Kelso: original, Harry Hervey; 
enmera, Mack Stengler; editor; Jack Ogil- 
vie. At the New York. N. Y., May 6, 


*42. Running time, 63 MINS, 

Aunt BmmMes. cio ciFecicsccccces ZaSu Pitts 
PEST . 6 ocnccdegeteccdoescavesse Roger Pryor 
DOO. cv crerccecsscccccessesece Warren Hymer 
» OV Reser res yy eresscecece Gwen Kenyon 
Gus Hammond..eceseeesess Douglas Fowley 
, er er oedeveae Elizabeth Russell 
Hendersoh..... bv bese eebesss Tristam Coffin 
Mickey... .cccvcccccteccecis Bud McTaggart 
BPUNO. .cccvcesee Coeceebeedesose Lester Dorr 
Blackie......ccece oeeesseses Wheeler Oakman 
ND so 600 66aeee ececeveseees Gene O'Donnell 
Crenshaw. .cccccccssescessess Irving Mitchell 





A fair comedy with some forced 
humor and good dialog which should 
ao on the minor dualers. Yarn con- 
cerns a spinster who, at the age of 
50, is still pining for a lost love. 
Seeing her son in the papers as a 
fighter convinces her to visit the 


So | 
much mystery surrounds the early | 


Much of the early mystery is | 


and | 
sudden attempts at killings are all | 
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|big city, where she finds the youngster 
|involved with a gang of hoodlums. 
| With the aid of a reporter and his 
| gal she rounds up the criminals after 
|having been mistaken for a famed 
woman murderess and rather gin- 
gerly treated by the hoodlums who 
fear her. 

There are the ingredients of a very 
funny-farce in these happenings, im- 
probable as they may oe, but they 
have not been developed. A _ se- 
quence or two contains a laugh, but 
the acting and direction don’t much 
aid the film. 

ZaSu Pitts, the sta:, with her cus- 
tomary helpless gestures, becomes 
monotonous. She finus difficulty car- 
rying a complete lead on her shoul- 


ders. Roger Pryor is satisfactory as 
the reporter, hut has been photo- 
|graphed unkindly. Gwen Kenyon 


and Elizabeth Russell pravide the 
femme interest, the first a looker 
and an adequate actress. Warren 
Hymer does little with his small bit, 
and Douglas Fowley overdoes the 
gangster. Photography is good but 
direction is a bit slow paced 
Eddy. 





Foreman Went to France 


(BRITISH-MADE) 

London, April 13. 
United Artists release of Ealing Studios- 
Michael Balcon production. Stars Con- 
stance Cummings, Tommy Trinder, Clifford 
Evans. Directed by Charles Frend. Screen- 
play by Angus McPhail, John Dighton, 
Leslie Arliss, from story by J. B. Priestiey; 
camera, Wilkie Cooper. Reviewed at Lon- 

don Pavilion, Running time, 84 MINS, 
Tommy...se-- wees ces bettany Tommy Trinder 
Anne.... 











° eeeeeses-Clifford Evans 
MAYOP, seccecs eseeee. Robert Morley 


JOCK. cccccsces ee 


French Skipper. «+--Francois Sully 
EET ee seesecesssOwen Reynolds 
Sir Charles Fawcett.........Ronald Adams 


This is a thrilling, pathetically 
moving narrative by J. B. Priestley, 
based on the actual adventures of 
Melbourne Johns, an English fore- 
man who went to France after the 
German invasion to get some impor- 
tant machinery back to England be- 
fore the enemy could seize it. One 
of the best pictures ever made in 
| England, it is certain to be splendidly 
| received in the U. S., with the single 
handicap that two of the three stars 
have no marquee draw there. The 
stars are Tommy Trinder, Clifford 
Evans and Constance Cummings. 

Miss Cummings is, of course, suffi- 











| starred in musical, band short, U, 
mins.)}—Colorful band _ short 
with added singers helping enter- 
tainment value. Donahue’s band is 
| best playing ‘Pagan Love Song’ and 
| swing version of ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
| Chariot. Jimmy Wakely trio does 
|creditably putting over ‘Heart of 
Texas. Kenny Stevens and Martha 
Mears sing ‘Lilac Time,’ and The 
Sportsmen, quartet of balladers, 
register with ‘Watch the Birdie’ and 
‘Grandfather’s Clock.’ Jimmy Dodd, 
with own guitar accompaniment, 
sings ‘Jungle Jig.” Swift moving, 
| suited for most exhibs. 


| 1542 


9 mins.)—World’s smallest church at 
Waco, Texas, heads string of unusual 
topics. Maryland & Pennsylvania 
R.R. superintendant uses auto with 
| steel wheels to operate on railroad 
tracks. Cincinnati-Covington, Ky., 
| suspension bridge, oldest of type in 
U.S., and Alma Reflin, femme test 
| pilot in action, are other outstanding 
topics. 
| ‘Nutty Pine Cabin’ (Color cartoon 
|} comedy. U, 7 mins.)}—Andy Panda 
| in bright comedy conceit that gets 
| tangled up with too much slapstick. 
| Latter is provided by group 


to build his mountain cabin. 
do for most spots, however. 
Emil Coleman Orch (Band short 
with dancing, WB, 10 mins.)— 
Cleverly conceived band short di- 


Will 


rected by Jean Negulesco with 
comely, graceful dancers. taking 
some of curse away from stilted 
|shots of orchestra musicians in ac- 
tion. Music includes ‘Voice of 
Spring.’ ‘Shalimar,’ ‘Mexican Magic’ 
and ‘Voodoo.’ Parade of dancers 


offers ballroom steps, semi-Oriental, 
jungle dancing and a rhumba, add- 
ing much to subject (as much as the 
Hays office permits). Solid for nearly 
ali accounts. 

‘Rocky Mountain Big Game’ 
(Svorts-travelogue in color, WB, 10 
mins.)—Mike and Helen Lerner, big- 
game hunters on trek through 
Canadian Rockies after big horn 
sheep. Neatly directed, with color 
outstanding. 

‘The Draft Herse’ (Color cartoon 
comedy, WB, 7 mins. )—Neat travesty 
of recruit. answering call to army 
duty, only here it’s a former plow 
horse. Gyrations the animal goes 
through in being examined and its 
enthusiasm to see real fighting is 
handed intelligent, bright treatment. 
| Great entry for any house. 
| ‘The Wacky Wabbit’ (Color car- 








‘Tom Thumb Church’ (Oddities, U, | 


of | 


beavers who try to show Andy how \ly future developments and finally 


This Week’s New Shorts 


a a AOR Neat. Aleta eee ry ee a ae 
OF SB PR PRP ae Ne moa wanton Kaytina’” (Al” Donahue 








| footage to visualize his interpreta- 





Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Daffy’s Seuthern Exposure’ 
(WB, 8 mins). Daffy Duck in 
cartoon comedy. 

‘Setting the Pace’ (20th, 10 
mins). Ed Thorgersen’s sports 
treatment of famed horseflesh. 

‘Gandy Goose in Tricky Busi- 
ness’ (20th, 6% mins). Terry 
cartoon comedy. 

‘Community Sing Ne. $’ (Col, 
10 mins). Don Baker at organ 
in another community sing. 

‘Information Please No. 6 
(RKO, 11 mins). Howard Lind- 
Say guest on usual quiz show. 

‘Rainbow Rhythm’ (U, 16 
mins). Al Donahue’s band as- 
sisted by singers’ including 
Sportsmen and Martha Mears. 

‘Ring of Steel’ (WB, 9 mins). 
OEM Victory short, being pro- 
found camerization of U. S. sol- 
dier from Concord to present. 





ciently well known in the U. S. Over 
here Trinder is one of the top low 
comedians on stage and screen. Evans 
is an excellent leading man, and will 
undoubtedly go far. There are a 
number of important names in sup- 
port, the best known of which, for 
American exploitation, is Robert 
Morley. 


The dialog is exceptionally effec- 
tive. It is told in simple, straight- 
away verbiage, halted only occasion- 
ally—and most effectively—by Trin- 
der’s comedy. Individual comment 
on the respective players would be 
a succession of encomiums. One 
might remark, for instance, that Miss 
Cummings speaks good French, but 
with an American accent. But even 
this is covered by some dialog ex- 
plaining her origin. 

Most of the scenes are laid in the 
countryside of France, which is so 
thoroughly depicted it might have 
been photographed there. french 
peasants and French children were 
recruited for these scenes, all of 
them intelligently directed, and their 
heart-rending treks from bombed 
areas bring the requisite lump in 
one’s throat. 

What strikes one most forcibly is 
the sincerity of the picture without 
once resorting to sensationalism. It 
is achieved entirely by an honesty 
of purpose in the depiction of an 
historic happening. Jolo. 








Sav. et oa ete at ntgetdte 
toon comedy, WB, 7 mins.)—Bugs 
Bunny again turns the tables on 
Elmer, out prospecting for gold. Too 
much familiar gagging holds down 
laugh possibilities. Okay mild com- 
edy for many exhibs. 

‘Pacific Frontier’ (Patriotic trav- 
elog, WB, 20 mins.)—Camera tour 
of Philippines, Malaya, Honolulu, 
India, Siam, Java, Australia and 
other battlefronts in the South Paci- 
fic, with narration yp to minute. 
Narration spieled by Raine Bennett 
is big help and topic is timely. 





‘Further Prophecies of Nostra- 
damus’ (Carey Wilson miniature, 
M-G, 10 mins.).—Third in Nostra- 
damus world prediction shorts Metro 
has made in the last four years, this 
one easily is best—because more 
pointed, deftly told and more down 
to earth than its worthwhile prede- 
cessors. Wilson prepared and nar- 
rated this, briefly tracing the back- 
ground of Michel de Nostradamus, 
painted as medical man who had un- 
canny ability to foretell the future. 


Wilson’s method is to reproduce 
photostatic copies of Nostradamus 
predictions, then to interpret their 
meaning in light of present and like- 


ringing in staged events gr newsreel 


tion. The rise of a French king back 
in 1660 (Nostradamus died 400 years 
ago), as predicted, starts off the fore- 
casts. The Nazi-Russo campaign, to- 
gether with the Russians’ stiff resist- 
ance aided by rain and snow, was 
foretold according to Wilson’s sum- 
mary of the prophecy. 

About Pear] Harbor, the Wilson in- 
terpretation is that the prophet 
warned against the time when ‘Little 
men shall talk peace, their foreign 
guard shall betray a fortress. So 
great shall be the attack of the plune 
derers, twenty and one and more 
shall. range themselves in great 
league.’ This is interpreted as mean- 
ing the sneak attack on Pear! Har- 
bor, the 21 Latin-American signators 
to the Pan-American conference and 
others in the United Nations align- 
ment. Also the prediction that there 
will be an attack on Germany 
through its ‘Dragon belly,’ the ‘Navy 
that was drowned’ and the ‘Light of 
the Sun’ that was blighted by what 
Wilson believes Nostradamus meant 
to be a vast array of planes and 
tanks. 

A surefire topic for any theatre. 


FILM BOOKING CHART 





Drama; 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Vanriety presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quaivierly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VaRIETy and the running time of prints cre included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: M-—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith Indicate date of Vanirety’s,review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 





Man With Two Lives (Mono) 
Mexican Spitfire at Sea (RKO) 
Yokel Boy (Rep) 3/25 

Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) 3/11 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 
Frisco Lil (U) 2/18 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) 4/15 


3/11 


M 67 
c 73 

c @ 
w & 
MU 73 
M 6 
c @ 


E. Norris-E. Lawsen 
L. Velez-L. Errol 

A. Dekker-J. Davis 

G. Autry . 
B. Grable-V. Mature 

lL. Hervey-K. Taylor 
M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/19/42 








Canal Zone (Col) 4/1 M 79 C. Morris-J. Hubbard 
The Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 9% D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Raiders of the Range (Rep) 4/1 w SS OB. Steel-T. Tyler 
Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3/11 C 8 4H. Fonda-G. Tierney 
Butch Minds The Baby (U) 3/25 € 7% V. Bruce-B. Crawford 
Mr. V (UA) 7/9 M 128 L. Howard-M. Morris 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 4 





Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 
Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep 


) 
Remarkable Mr. Kipps (20th) 3/11 


C 8&8 P.O’Brien-B. Donlevy 
w R. Rogers 


-G. Hayes 
D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 


M 
M 86 M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/2/42 





Alias Boston Blackie (Col) M 

The Bugie Sounds (M-G) i2/i7 D 101 
Phe Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 C 94 
Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 3/11 M 72 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) 3/25 D 108 
The Male (WB) 3/4 D 126 


C. Morris-A. Mara 

W. Beery-M. Main 

M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
P. Foster-L.. Bari 

Sabu-J. Calleia 

H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 





The Invaders (Col) 11/5 
Fantasia (RKO 


The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/11 
The Strange Case of Dr. RX (v) 4/1 
Unseen Enemy (U) 4/1 

Murder in the Big House (WB) 4/8 


D 123 L. Howard-R. Massey 


MU 81 (Walt Disney Cartoon) 
D 82 . Payne-M. O’Hara 
M 6 L, Atwell-R. Knowles 
M 61 OD. Terry-A. Devine 
M 60 F. Anderson-G. Meeker 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/16/42 





Aunt Emma Paints the Town (Mono) 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 

Land of the Open Range (RKO 12/24 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 4/22 

SOS Coast Guard (Rep) 4/15 
Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 4/29 

Suicide Squadron (Rep) 4/28 
Mississippi Gambler (U) 
Fighting Bill Fargo (U) 
Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 


Cc 

D 124 
w ov 
M 15 
M 176 
. a 
M67 
M 62 
w 

Cc ii 
D 127 


Z. Pitts-R. Pryor 

R,. Milland-P. Goddard 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 

R. Middleton-J, Parker 
W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 
G. Autry-C, Barnett 
A. Walbrook-S. Gray 

K. Taylor-F Langford 

4d. Mac Brown 

¢€. Chaplin 

A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 


-. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 





Down Rio Grande Way (Col) 
Hello Annapolis (Col) 

The Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 
Westward Hoe (Rep) 4/29 
Saboteur (U) 4/ 

Twin Beds (UA) 4/22 

I Was Framed (WB) 4/8 


3/18 


=z 


Cc 
w 
M 

Cc 


J. Parker-T. Brown 

C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Lum & Abner-Z. Pitts 
B. Steel-T. Tyler 

R. Cummings-R. Lane 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 

R. Middleton-J. Parker 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/30/42 

















Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 4/22 C 87 J. Bennett-F. Tone 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 79 KL. Ayres-L, Day 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) w T. Keene 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 178 B. Hope-M. Carroll 
erceegmpmenans Sep Drremadaatiny » 07 CTT) Se San Fk TH 
» 0 et A. Lane-L. Conway 
Man Who Wouldn’t Die (20th) 4/22 M 73 L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
You’re Telling Me (WU) Cc H. Herbert-P. Paige 
Jukebox Jenny (U) 3/25 MU 65 K. Murray-H. Hilliard 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3/4 C 9% &E. Robinson-J. Wyman 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 
Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) M W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) M B. Lugosi 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 - D 980 SB. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 C 65 G. Kibbee-D. Moore 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4/22 M 101 R. Hayworth-V. Mature 
Broadway (U) 5/6 D 989 G. Raft-P. O’Brien 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 





Not A Lady’s Man (Coi) 

The Devil’s Trail (Col) 

Shte’s Im The Army (Mono) 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 3/18 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 
The Mad Martindales (20th) 4/22 
Ships With Wings (UA) 


In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 


Cc 


~= 


MU 


—F fo) 


P. Kelly-F. Wray 

B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

V. Ann Borg-L. Taibot 
G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
J. Withers-M. Weaver 
J. Clements-L. Banks 
B. Davis-O. deHaviilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 





Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 
Romance on the Range (Rep) 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 
Almost Married (U) 


MU 

Cc 
MU 83% 

Ww 
c % 

Cc 


J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 
T. Brown-F. Rice 

A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
M, Berle-B. Joyce 

R. Paige-J. Frazee 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 





Meet The Stuarts (Col) 

Down Texas Way (Mono) 
Old California (Rep) 

Stardust On The Stage (Rep) 


RKukaddd- 


W. Holden-F. Day 

B. Jones-T. McCoy 
J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
G. Autry-S. Burnett 








Submarine Raider (Col) 

One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 
Lady Gangster (WB) 


eotks 





SE—6 


Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 62 G. Sanders-L. Bari 

Moontide (20th) 4/22 J. Gabin-I. Lupino 

Miss Annie Rooney (UA) S. Temple-W. Gargan 

Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 M690 =A. Sheridan-R. Regan 
WEEK OF RELEAS 4/42 


J. Howard-M. Chapman 
J. Beal 

T. Holt-F. Neal 

D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 

B. Halop-B. Dunsley 


M 62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 8/11 
Sundown Jim (20th) 3/11 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 
Gentleman After Dark (UA) 3/18 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 

True to the Army (Par) 3/18 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 

Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 
Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 
The Spoilers (U) 4/15 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 
About Face (UA) 4/15 

Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 
Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 
Whisvering Ghosts (20th) 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 
Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par} 
Mrs. Minerva (M-G) 5/13 


12/3 
1/21 
1/21 


4/8 
4/15 


4/22 
4/22 


5/6 


Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 





Wear. 


This Above All (20th) 5/13 


a 4 x z 
SRCRACVRCoRSSRRRCHRRRARREECS 


Mexican Spitfire Sees a Ghost (RKO) 5/13 € 
M 


D 


133 
7 
79 

110 


F. Morgan-K. Grayson 

N. Shearer-N. Coward 
G. Veidt-A, Ayers 

R. Arien-J. Parker 

N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
3. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
V. Lake-R. Preston 

J. Canova-A. Jones 

D. Dailey-D. Reeé 

P. Knowles-M. Montez 

F. Emerson-J. Bishop 

J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
M. Dietrich-R. Scott 

W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 
W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 

E. Powell-R. Skelton 

V. Heflin-P. Dane 

8S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 

M. Berle-B. Joyce 

EK. Kyser-F. Drew 

D. Lamour-R. Denning 
E. Bracken-J. Preisser 
P. Fester-A. kker 


G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
L. Velez-L. Errol 

V. McLagien-E. ©0’Brien 
T. Power-J. Fentaine 
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_._....hest-sellers of all time 














.... to Miss Ellen to the Strand, N. Y., 
the Warner and Holly- 


wood, Los Angeles, 
and 273 other key- 
city theatres, the first 










Glasgow, the coveted 
PULITZER PRIZE 
for “the outstanding 


American novel of 


1941”-and one of the runs— beginning this 


week-of Warners 
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BETTE DAVIS « OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
GEORGE BRENT « DENNIS MORGAN 


“IN THIS OUR LIFE” 





with CHARLES COBURN 
Frank Craven ® Billie Burke , 
Directed by JOHN HUSTON 


Screen Play by Howard Koch + Based Upon the 
Novel by Ellen Glasgow « Music by Max Steiner 
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Literati 





Newspaper Delivery Snag 

Newspapers throughout the coun- 
try were greatly relieved yesterday 
(Tuesday) at the Defense Trans- 
portation Board’s extension 
Friday (15) to June 1, the dead- 
line on its erder prohibiting de- 
livery of more than one edition a 
day. They were living in hope and 
belief that they would get a modi- 
fication or extension of the order. 
Reps of various publisher associa- 
tions had been working to that effect 
in Washington for the past two 
weeks. But up to yesierday there 
was no word one way or the other 
from the DTB. 

Papers hadn't even been able to 
learn whether it will be possible 
fo) them to pool deliveries, which 
would allow them at least some re- 
lief. Meantime, most of them were 
just holding everything in abeyance. 

Should the New York tabs and 
p.m. dailies be forced to comply with 
the letter of the order as it now 
stands it is estimated that they will 
lese almost 50% of their circulation. 
One of the things to which they are 
giving careful thought is what edi- 
tion to deliver to various points. 
Tabs, for instance, haven’t deter- 
mined yet whether it will be best to 
deliver the 8 p.m., 10 p.m. or morn- 
ing edition to Times Square. The 
Times and Tribune are not particu- 
larly affected since they have only 
two editions. 

In Los Angeles, undoubtedly the 


most spreadout town in the country, 


the new order will hit particularly 


hard. It’s understood tentative plans 
there by the Evening Heraid Express 
call for cutting down from six to 


] 
from | 


| the board, and Roy McDonald, presi- 
|} dent and publisher of the News-Free 
Press. Member of the board is 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, prez and 
publisher of the New York Times, 
| which owns the Chattanooga Times 

Part of the agreement between 
the two.Chattanooga papers resulted 
in discontinuance of the Times’ eve- 
ning edition, which was started in 
1940. and of the News-Free Press’ 
Sunday edition. 

Simultaneously with the switch, 
Alfred D. Mynders, editorial writer 
and columnist on the Evening Times, 
was named editor of the morning 
paper, He succeeded Julian LaRose 
Harris, who has been named resident 
southern correspondent for the N. Y. 
Times, with eventual headquarters 
in Atlanta. 





Argentina’s Gripe 

Shortage of shipping space has cut 
into South American newsprint de- 
liveries to such an extent that in 
Argentina alone nearly 70,000 work- 
ers dependent upon printing and 
publishing industries have demanded 
action by the Government to get 
Uncle Sam to loosen up. Govern- 
ment intervention has already been 
decreed in Argentina and several 
other Latin countries, 

Point considered most important 
is whether or not the Government 
will continue to hand out paper to 
such rags as E] Pampero which are 
strongly anti-democratic. Known 
that the U. S. will not permit print 
to get into hands of such sheets, 
especially those’ which are on the 
official black list. Should under- 
cover influence attempt to force the 


three editions, one to be delivered 
by truck and two by trolley car. 
New York publishers said yesterday 
they felt trolley car, bus and subway 
deliveries entirely impractical for 
them because of the crowded condi- 
tions of public transportation sys- 
tems. 








N. Y. Post Expose Ups Circulation 

New York Post’s sensational sto- 
ries of the past 10 days on Senator 
David I. Walsh of Massachusetts | 
have proved strong hypo to the 
sheet’s circulation. Sales also took 
a jump a month or so earlier when 
the Post switched from standard to 
tabloid format. Paper’s execs are 
well-pleased and surprised at the 
way circulation has held up after 
the high initial curiosity sale when 
the change to tab size was made. 


the district. ettarnew’ i wa 
an AeA ate eee MEO em 1s a ed i SS Ses 
Bivitig sidtichi a siftusiar goiug over) 


big boost in circulation, refuses to 
reveal its current sales, 

Story linking Walsh, chairman of 
the Senate Naval Affairs Committee, 
with a ‘house of degradation’ in 
Brooklyn and American sailors and 
pro-Nazis who met there was origi- 
nally broken by Leonard Lyons with 
a squib in his commn. Lyons fol- 
lowed it up himself, developing the 
story with the aid of virtually the 
entire Post local staff, under direc- 
tion of city editor Edward P. Flynn. 

Causing comment is the fact that 
no other paper has picked up the 
story with the exception of PM, 
which has given it rather brief 
mention. Reasons for not touching 





it are believed to be fear of libel, 
sordidness, reluctance to play up | 
a scoop by another paper and hesi- 
tation at opening 
scandal at this time. Other sheets 
will carry it, of course, if and when 
the Senate opens an investigation or 
when it gets into court. Senate 


any intention to go into the matter. 

Unusual 
and the difficulty in handling the 
whole situation were admitted edi- 
torially by the Post itself. 
‘The material was so much out of 
the routine that, even as newspaper- 
men, we had difficulty in finding 
the right way for a newspaper to 
handle it. But the one ‘solution 
we threw out the window a, the be- 
ginning was the ‘solution’ of not 
doing anything about it.’ 





Chattanooga Choo-Cheoo 

In line with efforts of papers 
throughout the country to slash 
overhead because of shrinking ad- 
vertising revenue due to the war, 
the Chattanooga’ Times and Chatta- 
nooga News-Free Press effected a 
merger over the weekend of their 
business, circulation and mechanical 
departments. Their news and edi- 
torial staffs will remain separate and 
distinct, and there will be no change 
in policies. Similar arrangements 
are in effect in several other cities 
throughout the country. 

New company, officered by reps 
of the two papers, has been set up 
to handle the joint functions. Adolph 
Shelby Ochs, general manager of the 


‘for the temporary duty. 


It stated: | 


| terial. 





Chattanooga Times, is chairman of 


U. S. into permitting Latin govern- 
ments to hand out print to papers it 
sees fit, regardless of their totalitar- 
ian editorial slant, it is not unlikely 
that no paper at all will be shipped 
south, 





Hearst’s Harlem ‘Expose’ 
Type of journalism that has been 
pretty much extinct since the war 
overshadowed all other news two 


|and one-half years ago is the cur- 
| rent Harlem vice ‘expose’ in the New 
York Journal-American. J-A, which 


for years made a habit of periodic 


series on vice—always good for cir- 


culation—claims to have had two re- 
porters working on the present 
pieces for 10 weeks. They are James 
D. Horan and Leon Racht. 
By coincidence, an investigator for 
c 


at the same time, and the J-A men 
joined forces with him part of the 
time. Result was that the reporters 
turned over all their info to the 
police and widespread raids, with 
hundreds of arrests, were made last 
week, the night before the Journal 
series broke. 

‘Variety’ last September carried a 
similar, although less extensive, de- 
scription by staffer Herb Golden of 
the dens visited by the J-A investi- 
gators. 





Luce’s Staff Deal With Whitney 

Deal has been made by Henry R. 
Luce, publisher of Time, Life and 
Fortune, with the Office of the Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
whereby the staffs of the three mag- 
azines will be available at any time 


up _a national |i, the OCIAA. They will be used 


for research work and whenever any 
special writing is needed, being 
called away from their regular jobs 
It’s under- 
stood they will also put out a mag 


‘nature of tne charges | for the OCIAA. 


Financial arrangement is said to be 
patterned after that by which John 
Hay Whitney, chief of the Inter- 
American films division, can call 
on the Walt Disney Studio for ma- 
Luce mags get a 
plus a fee for special 
rendered. New pact formalizes an 
arrangement that has been in effect 
for some time. 





Sally Benson New Yorkering 

Sally Benson is returning to New 
York to write a series of yarns for 
the New Yorker after completing the 
treatment of ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’ 
at Metro with Doris Gilbert. After 
the latter completes her next studio 
assignment she will go east to write 
a play with Miss Benson. > 

Picture at Metro is based on her 
Kensington stories in the N’Yawker, 


similar to the ‘Junior Miss’ adapta- | 


tion formula. 





Harnett T. Kane’s Grant 

Harnett T. Kane, staff writer on 
the New Orleans Item for past 15 
years, author of best seller, ‘Loui- 
siana Hayride,’ has been awarded 
a fellowship by the National Julius 
Rosenwald Fund. It’s for a period 
of research into Louisiana history, 


Stout Flays Publishers 





Rex Stout, all-outer deluxe of 
this war, sounded off against 
newspapers last Friday night on 
WEVD, New York. He sarcas- 
tically challenged the idea that 
publishers are unwilling to &at- 
tack brother publishers, saying 
‘they are willing and eager to 
attack anybody else—including 
politicians, labor leaders, pro- 
fessors....’ 

Stout gave PM an extended 
complimentary buildup and add- 
ed that most dailies were ‘no 
longer champions of anything’ 
because of what he described as 
their ‘careful guile.’ 











retainer, | 
services | 


| | Free Beer 








which would form the basis of a 
new book, Kane's third. 

Author starts work under the fel- 
lowship, in ‘the form of an $1,800 
grant, later this year when he goes 
on leave of absence from the Item. 





Sports Scribes Thrown For Loss 

Recent sports sections of the N.Y. 
Sunday papers pertinently show the 
cutting down that may extend to 
other departments. Times and Her- 
ald Tribune are examples. Former 
averages 39 columns of sports news 
as against #9 at the same time last 
year, while the Trib has reduced in 
the same proportion. 

Baseball writers traveling with the 
teams now must travel like eoach 
passengers. 





Cecil Brown’s Triple 


When CBS correspondent Cecil 
Brown came back from the Far East, 
his agent, Mark Hanna, sent him into 
literati conventry in view of the 
number of topical assignments await- 
ing him. 

Brown’s first efforts came to light 
this past week, day-and-dating a 
story in Ccllier’s and two in the 
same issue of Life. All about China, 
Australia, etc. 





It Was No Invite to Tea! 

Chicago Sun, Marshall Field’s 
morning daily, last week mentioned 
its morning rival, the Chicago 
Tribune, for the first time. 

And did it on the first page with a 
two-column editorial against the 
Tribune and its apparent campaign 
against the Government’s likely ~ut- 
down on newspaper deliveries. 


LITERATI OBITS 


Arthur Hornblow, Sr., 77, editor 
of the Theatre Magazine from 1901- 
1926, and father of Arthur Horn- 


died in Asbury Park, N.J., May 6. 
He came to the U.S. in 1889 from 
England, His most prolific and profit- 
ab work was the writing of novels 
from successful plays. 

Theodore Acland Harper, 76, au- 
thor of childrens books, died in Port- 
land, Ore., on May 6. 

R. H. Hart, 76, who helped found 
the old Chattanooga News and the 


Memphis Morning News, died in 
Chattanooga May 5. 

Will C. Ryan, 80, publisher of 
Nutley’s, N.J., first newspaper in 


1889, died there May 8. 

Walter J. Conrath, $5, editor and 
publisher of the-Albion (Pa.) News, 
was killed May 6 in automobile acci- 
dent. 

B. J. Thurston, 73, who founded 
Elberton (Ga.) Tribune in 1900 and 
had spent more than 40 years in 
newspaper profession as publisher 
and editor, died recently in Kissim- 
mee, Fla. 

Gilbert Rhoades Chadbourne, vet- 
eran newspaperman and former edi- 
tor of Maine papers, as well as a 
writer of fiction, died in Westbrook, 
Me., May 10. . 























Continued from page 2 





up. They want to spend their money, 


or else they’re weekend guests: of | 


local people who think nothin’s too 
good or too much for the boys.’ 

It’s a fact, the town does lay itself 
out to give the service men a good 
time. They are met on arrival at 
the railway stations by girl recep- 
tionists, directed to whatever they 
have a preference for—home feeds 
where the latch string is always out, 
block parties and dances gotten up 
for their enjoyment, the stirnewirts 
of the big breweries where the beer 
is free, and it’s all done in a spirit 
of gemuethlichkeit that is distinctly 
Milwaukeeish. They can have a 
great time here and never spend a 
cent if they don’t want to; even sou- 
venir postcards and stamps are free 
at the USO headauarters. 

And the theatres profit from the 
exuberant holiday spirit that regu- 
larly makes the Milwaukee weekends 
eventful, 


Sixth Column 
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in New York on his return. BBC 
has no intention of bringing one of 
its London producers to the U. S. 
on a swap arrangement. 
‘War’ Heard in Engiand 

Recording of one of Corwin’s “This 
Is War’ programs was flown to Eng- 
land bye bomber a month or more 
ago and was broadcast there by 
BBC. According to Bob Trout, CBS 
correspondent in London, the Eng- 
lish response to the program was 
electrifying. General comment was 
that it was more dynamic drama 
than anything previously heard on 
the air there. Trout reported that 
several people told him they be- 
lieved the English would have been 
much more quickly roused to fighting 
pitch if such broadcasts had been 
made by BBC early in the war. 

Having concluded his ‘This Is 
War’ series via the four major net- 
works last Saturday night (9), Cor- 
win is making a study of the effects 
of atmospheric interference on trans- 
atlantic shortwave broadcasting of 
dramatic programs. By listening to 
recordings of numerecus dramatic 
and variety shows picked up by 
shortwave, he hepes to learn what 
sort of musical, sound and produc- 
tion effects are least marred by at- 
mospheric disturbance. He figures 
on using the knowledge in produc- 
ing his programs in England. Be- 
fore leaving‘ the U. S. he will also 
take a short rest, but his proposed 
vacation in the southwest is def- 
initely off. 





Alse Asks for Unity 
Minneapolis, May 12. 
KSTP has a new program debunk- 
ing Axis propaganda and explaining 
United Nations’, war effort and aims 
with Brooks Henderson, newscaster, 
at the mike thrice weekly. Programs 
were inaugurated at the suggestion 
of the Office of Facts & Figures. 
Broadcasts hammer especially 
against the anti-British and Anti- 
Russian elements which follow the 
Axis propaganda line of attempting 
to divide the Allies, 
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portunity to purchase, sight unseen, 
his latest play—‘perhaps one of the 
greatest ever to appear in this coun- 
try’—for a mere $250,000. Metro de- 
ai + cki it 

studio following Saroyan’s retire- 
ment after a snappy three months or 
so in the film biz. Major part of the 
letter was advice to Metro on pro- 
duction personne! for his ‘The Human 
Comedy,’ yarn which led to Saro- 
yan’s walkoff. 

Writer is said by Metro to have 
received $60,000 for the script of 
‘Comedy,’ but studio demurred when 
Saroyan insisted on directing it him- 
self. Studio pointed out that he had 
no experience as a director and com- 
promised by giving him a short, ‘The 
Good Job,’ to meg. In the mean- 
time, he continued getting $1,000 a 
week, according to Metro. Howa'd 
Dietz, M-G press chief, said it was 
the most expensive short produced 
in two years, with a dispute as to 
whether it was so much exposed 


sciously wants, as he claims Saro- 
yan contends. 

Here are some excerpts from Saro- 
yan’s parting letter: 

‘I would like to recommend as di- 
rector of ‘The Human Comedy’ the 
only man other than myself who is 
qualified to transfer the story to the 
|sereen, Victor Fleming. For pro- 
|ducer I would like to recommend 
|Arthur Freed. If for any reason 
| these men are not available I would 
\like to recommend for director Wil- 
jliam Wyler, and for producer, Sam 
| Zimbalist. 

‘I am now at work on a new play, 
tentatively entitled ‘Get Away Old 
Man,’ which I shall produce in New 
York very early in the coming sea- 
son. The play is now half-finished 
(Saroyan wrote the letter last 
Thursday) and will be finished this 
Sunday, May 10th. If purchased now 
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, sight: un- 
seen, I will let it go for $250,000. 
After New York production, the play 
will be offered to the highest bidder 
over and above the established mini- 
mum of $300,000. I sincerely recom- 
;mend immediate purchase, sight un- 
seen, as I believe this play is my 
greatest, perhaps one of the greatest 
ever to appear in this country, and 
in all probability my second play to 
win both the Pulitzer Prize and the 
Drama Critics’ Award. My offer 
must be accepted by noon Monday, 
May 11, 1942, however.’ 
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film or just what the public subcon- | 
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War Films 
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ideas listed were primarily for brief. 
ies, many of them would turn into 
full-length product. It is generally 
conceded that features are much 
more impertant to the war effort, 
partially because of the limited play. 
ing time available for shorts, 


D. C. Has the Power 


Feeling persists among a large seg- 
ment in New York, Hollywood and 
Washington that stronger cueing 
must be given the industry from the 
Capital. Mellett has the power, too, 
although indirectly, to enforce his 
‘cues. He has the one weapon of 
Government cooperation in provid. 
ing information and use of locations 
and—much = stronger—close liaison 
with the War Production Board on 
priorities. 

In connection with priofities, there 
is some talk that the Government 
may choose to do two jobs at once 
by outlawing double features. It 
would not only save film and other 
materials, but it would make lots 
of playing time availa:le for Gov- 
ernment informational shorts. With 
the drastic crackdowns that have 
been made on other industries to 
conserve materials, the end of twin- 
bills by Government edict does not 
appear so remote as it once did. 

Pointing out that just because a 
film has an Army or Navy back- 
ground it doesn’t necessarily have 
value to the war effort, a number of 
titles of coming product were cited 
with a rueful smile. They include 
‘Sweetheart of the Fleet,’ ‘Parachute 
Nurse,’ ‘He’s My Old Man’ and ‘The 
Lone Wolf in Scotland Yard’ from 
Columbia; ‘She’s in the Army’ from 
Monogram; ‘Priorities of 1942’ (mu- 
sical), ‘True to the Army’ and ‘Pri- 
vate Henry Aldrich’ from Paramount; 
‘Womeca With Wings’ and ‘Army 
Wife’ from 20th-Fox, and ‘Madame 
Spy,’ ‘Sherlock Holmes Saves Lon- 
don’ and ‘The Invisible Agent’ from 
Universal. 

Others More Vivid 

There’s no objection registered 
against these films, were programs 
}also spiked with a sufficient num- 
ber of really important war pictures, 
There’s an indication from titles that 
some valuable films may be forth- 
coming, although a number with 
promising labels have already been 
released or previewed and proved 
nothing more than the old western 
formula in a new locale. They in- 
clude -Columbia’s “Two Yanks in 
Trinidad,’ Metro’s ‘The Bugle Sounds,’ 
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and Metro’s ‘Pacific Rendezvous.’ 
Among pictures for which high 
hopes is held is Walter Wanger’s 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ now nearing com- 
pletion; Paramount’s ‘Wake Island’ 
(no women in the cast); and Warner 
Bros.’ ‘Heroes Without Uniforms,’ 
story of the merchant marine. Last 
is the sole feature to come out of the 
shorts ideas presented by Mellett. 





Republic’s War Stance 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Republic is steering away from 
war pictures in the first six months 
of its 1942-43 schedule, figuring 
other studios will more than fill 
public demand for military action- 
ers, Only two are slated as against 
five comedies, seven musicals and 
two melodramas. 





—— 
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and the ‘jury’ rarely makes a selec- 

tion when there are such lapses. 
Columbia University which ad- 

ministers the Pulitzer Foundation 


seeks to keep secret the iden- 
tities of those who make the awards, 
but’ it’s known that William 


Allen White, famous editor of the 
Emporia (Kans.) Gazette is promi- 
nent on the ‘jury.’ He makes two 
trips to New York annually and 
sees the leading performances. White 
stated that ‘Rhine’ is a fine play, 
without equivocation, indicating that 
had the drama committee mentioned 
the drama it would have received 
the Pulitzer award. 

Argued that the reason why the 
play committee skipped ‘Watch’ 's 
the fact the critics chose the He!]man 
drama last year and did not care to 
give that much importance to the 
verdict of the reviewers. Yet it 
backed up the critics by the agree- 
ing that nothing worthy enough 
among this season’s vintage of plays 
for citation. 





Timothy A, McInerney, chief edi- 
torial writer of the Boston Post, has 
been commissioned a major in the 
Army, attached to the Bureau of 
Public Relations. He is bracketec 





for early overseas service. 
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| Caravan’s $900,000 Gross 
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show there on his own. Word is now 
that although a few Caravanites may 
oe forced to drop out this week be- 
vause of picture commitments, the 
great majority will be on hand in 
S. F. Names lined up by the column- 
‘st will supplant those who leave. 
S. F. situation grew out of the fact 
that Winchell was planning an event 
there solely for Navy Relief when 
the Caravan was routed in and an 
amalgamation was effected. 

There was some thought of the 
Caravan playing an added engage- 
ment in Los Angeles, but the idea 
nas been vetoed. 





Chicago’s Record Gross 
Chicago, May 12. 

Outstanding promotion in the his- 
tory of Chicago show business was 
the tremendous job turned in by the 
Hollywood Caravan in the Stadium 
here last Wednesday (6). With the 
spot scaled to between $86,000 and 
$88,000, the gross topped those figures 
by several thousands. The actual 
seating capacity of the Stadium is 
slightly over 19,000, but 23,884 was 
the actual attendance count. It was 
the biggest house for any one-time 
indoor show in the history of the 
middle west, and maybe for the en- 
tire country. 

Edwin Silverman, of Essaness 
theatres, was the active chairman of 
the Caravan promotion. He worke 
full time on the assignment. - 

Final count showed gross receipts 
to be just $77 less than $90,000. And 
Silverman then came up with the 
$77 to make it an even 90 grand. 

The local ‘Variety’ office itself sold 
more than $2,500 worth of tickets, 
all to people who called in for assist- 
ance in obtaining ducats. 





Boxes at $250 in St. Louis 
St. Louis, May 12. 

A mob of 12,369 jammed the huge 
Municipal Auditorium Thursday (7) 
for the p.a. of the Hollywood Victory 
Caravan. Gross of $41,(00 topped by 
$1,000 the quota set for the town. 
Only the seating capacity of the 
building prevented more customers. 
After all of the ducats, which ranged 
from $1.10 to $11, with 39 boxes each 
seating six persons and fetching $250, 
were sold (48 hours before the troupe 
reached town) 1,100 standing room 
pasteboards at $1.10 each also were 
snatched up wy the natives whose 
appetities for the show had been 


ssrhottad bs, om at e through 
the downtown disiJSict i aiai- 


noon, 

After Washington ticket price- 
slashing, national committee wanted 
the local organization to do likewise 
to insure success, but localites stood 
firm and said St. Louisans would 
support the show 100%. They were 
right, for after a sluggish start ducat 
sales momentum was gained with 
the daily rags and radio stations 
plugging the enterprise to augment 
the bally at the flicker theatres. 

Bing Crosby joined the troupe 
here and he and Bob Hope, in a golf 
game with a pair of native club 
swingers, added another $1,000 to the 
kitty as they clowned ther way over 
a wind swept country club course. 





St. Paul Misses Quota 
Minneapolis, May 12. 

Hollywood Victory Caravan hit 
$59,232 for two performances, ma- 
tinee and night, in Twin Cities Sat- 
urday (9). St. Paul matinee net of 
$25,496 was approximately $2,000 un- 
der capacity. In 9,700-seat:-Minneap- 
olis Auditorium, scaled at $1.10 to 
$11, and with 800 seats at the top 
figure, the net for the evening per- 
formance was. $33,746, representing 
a complete sell-out and attainment 
of the committee’s goal. 

A Saturday morning golf match 
between Bob Hope and Bing Crosby 


netted approximately $1,000, the gal- 
lery numbering slightly more than 
2,000 at $1.10 admission. 


Minneapolis seat sale was handled 
by a committee of theatre men com- 
prising John J. Friedl and C. B. 
Stiff, Paramount circuit executives, 
and Harry Hirsch, burlesque im- 
presario. 





Sellout in Des Moines 
Des Moines, May 12. 

Victory Caravan, with a goal of 
$19,000, easily topped that in its per- 
formance here Sunday (10). Gross 
at the 4,300-seat Shrine Auditorium 
was $25,902.61. Scale started at $1.65 
for a few of the gallery seats and 
ran to $27.50. Practically every seat 
in the house was taken, 

Stars staged a parade at 1 p.m., 
preceding the Sunday afternoon 
show, that drew an estimated audi- 
ence of 245,000—the largest parade 
crowd in the town’s history. Mob 





gave a tremendous ovation to the 
Hollywoodites, who were perched on 
the backs of open cars, and at the 
end of the procession tossed plenty 
of coins into a gigantic flag carried 
by soldiers and sailors. 





Capacity in Houston 


Houston, May 12. 
Hollywood Caravan got approxi- 
mately $67,000 here, of which $5,000 
was from program advertising. 
Tickets were scaled at $1.10 to $11. 
with patron’s ducats $27.50. Seating 
capacity was 11,000. 


USO SOOTHES VFW’S 
SQUAWK IN BOSTON 


Continued attacks by Boston chap- 
ter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
on the USO were met last week by a 
personal visitation to Boston of Wal- 
ter Hoving, chairman of the USO 
board; Abe Lastfogel, chief of the 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., and other 
execs of the organization. 

Charges by the VFW were ap- 
parently based on misinformation 
and were quickly cleared up in a 
few hours of confabs. One of the 
squawks, that there was almost $2,- 
000,000 spent yearly in salaries, many 
of them exorbitant, was shown by 
the records to be entjrely false. None 


of the top execs gets paid, there is 
understood to be one $7,500 salary, 
a few $6,000 salaries, and all the rest 
are in much lower brackets. 

Another beef was that canteens 
weren’t erected at the camps, as 
promised. It was shown that almost 
every camp, and majority of foreign 
bases, now have USO buildings, with 
delays in putting them up particu- 
larly due to priorities. 

Complaints about Camp Shows 
were general in nature and were also 
eliminated when explanation of the 
problem and what had been done to 
solve it was given. 

















Giant Show 
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and Lawrence Tibbett. 

One of the points the committee 
must determine is the divvy be- 
tween USO and Theatre Wing. 
Lastfogel suggested that the USO 
quota for Greater New York, now 
set at $500,000, might be raised an- 
other $100,000, with the ATW getting 
| the supplemental coin. If that can 
be worked out with USO officials, 
the entire proceeds of the Garden 
show, of course, would go to the 
USO. 

Sauter Makes Announcement 

James Sauter, exec director of 
UTWAC, who presided at Friday’s 
conclave, announced that it had been 
agreed by the Guilds and others con- 
cerned that the new committee 
would not only coordinate requests 


for talent for benefits connected 
with U.S. war activities, but for 
British, French, inese, Russian 


and other such relief organizations 
in this country. 


Sauter was given power by the 
general committee to name three 
subcommittees. One will review and 
check on all requests for talent, an- 
other will be in charge of the talent 
pool provided by the various Guilds, 
and the third will be in charge of 
financing the UTWAC. Heller was 
named chairman of the talent pool 
committee and Lastfogel and William 
Brandt co-chairman of the finance 
body. Coin will be provided by tak- 
ing a percentage of all benefits 
played. (See other story in this is- 
sue), 


Sauter explained that each mem- 
ber organization of UTWAC would 
be provided with a certificate to be 
placed in its office stating that it 
could not provide free talent for 
anything except with permission of 
the UTWAC. That will give it a 
convenient out when requests come 
a : 


Among members of. the advisory 
committee present were Lytell, Last- 
fogel, Mrs. Holt, Schenck, Pember- 
ton, Heller, Tibbett, Brandt, Blanche 
Witherspoon, Eddie (Leon &) Davis, 
Glen Allvine, Henry Jaffe, John 
Shubert, Bill Howard, Alan Corelli, 
Herb Rosenthal, Irving Kolodin, 
John Anderson and Ward French. 





Father Duffy Canteen 
Is Well Provisioned 





Ben Marden, the Jersey roadhouse 
operator, has pledged all the milk 
the mobile Father Duffy Canteen, 
which he’s operating in New York, 
ean dispense nightly. Marden is also 
providing 100 sandwiches nightly. 

Canteen is chairmanned by Ger- 
trude Lawrence. It’s an offshoot of the 
Osgood Perkins unit of the U. S. 
Army Ambulance Corps, an emer- 
gency setup of which ‘Colonel’ Alan 
Corelli is head. 


Reuben’s Restaurant is providing 
the kitchen facilities for the Can- 
teen, while the Turf Restaurant pro- 
vides all thé coffee it needs. Can- 


teen rolls around the town at night, 
stopping at the armories and also 
along the waterfront, 
Negro soldiers. 


guarded by 





Canteen Capers 
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American Theatre Wing. It all hap- 
pened iast week, when, in return 
for her cuffo appearance on the 
‘Keep ‘Em Rolling’ program, she 
asked for a new microphone for the 
Stage Door Canteen. 

P.S.—She got it. 

P.P.S—If you’re reading, Wash- 
ington, we now need an air-cooling 
system! 





Among the food donations this 
week were four hams from the 
Lambs’ Club. No wisecracks, please. 

And speaking of food, a low bow 
to Arnold Reuben for his continued 
prodigality. Without any solicitation 
on the part of the Kitchen Depart- 
ment, he seems to have an uncanny 
knack of knowing when 2,000 boys 
have exhausted the sandwiches and 
always turns up at the psychologi- 
cal moment with hamperfuls more. 
If this continues, his motto will be, 
‘From a Sandwich to An Institution 
Called the American Theatre Wing 
Stage Door Canteen.’ 





Paul Muni celebrated his 21st wed- 
ding anniversary by coming down to 
the Canteen—thereby enriching your 
correspondent by $5. 

Muni, known for his shyness, es- 
pecially when it comes to personal 
appearances, had promised us that 
he would pay a visit to the.Canteen. 

weeettese. in ee 
agent of ‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ that 
Muni was expected, he bet $5 that 
it could never happen here and told 
Muni about the bet. 

Whereupon Muni retorted, ‘You'd 
better have $5 in your pocket. I’m 
going down tomorrow!’ 





It’s-A-Small-World Department: 

When Mary Pickford went on a 
‘Cook’s’ tour of the kitchen the other 
night, she was introduced to the of- 
ficer in charge—Peggy Coudray. 

‘I'm sure you don’t remember me, 
Miss Pickford, but we met a long 
time ago,’ Miss Coudray said. ‘When 
you were a youngster just starting 
out in pictures, I was acting in Hol- 
lywood and living with the Wally 
Reids, and every time you came over 
to visit them, I used to arrange your 
curls for you.’ 

When the Denver University Pio- 
neer Promenaders, here to partici- 
pate in the Folk Festival at Madison 
Square Garden, gave a preview 
glimpse (much to the enjoyment of 
the boys) of their square dancing, 
the woman in charge of the Prome- 
naders suddenly spotted a familiar 
|face. It belonged to Lea Penman, 
| who was a sorority sister at the Uni- 
|versity, and there was much re- 
unioning and reminiscing in the 
backstage dressing room. 





| 





The entrance of the Stage Door 
Canteen may often lead to the en- 
trance of another stage door—this 
one with pay. To cite an instance: 

The other evening Ben Boyar, on 
duty as manager, happened to spot 
a beautiful blonde. Under ordinary 
circumstances she would have com- 
manded attention from any mascu- 
line eye and to Boyar, on the look- 
out for a ‘Lois’ for the road com- 
pany of ‘Junior Miss,’ she was es- 
pecially eye-compelling. He singled 
her out and asked, ‘Have you ever 
done any acting?’ 

‘I am an actress,’ she replied. 

‘Good. Then come to the Max 
Gordon office at the Lyceum Theatre 
at 12 o’clock tomorrow. I want you 
to read a part for me” 

What Boyar didn’t know was that, 
in addition to being blonde and beau- 
tiful, the girl was also William 
Knudsen's daughter, 





The Safe Switch 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Legal department at 20th-Fox 
is leading with its chin and both 
hands at the same time in the 





foreword to ‘Little Tokyo, 
U.S.A,’ 
Instead of the customary 


blocking, the film announces: ‘All 
the incidents in this picture hav- 
ing to do with espionage activity 
are based on fact.’ 


COV. LEHMAN PROCLAIMS 
MOVIE WAR STAMP DAY 


Gov. Herbert H. Lehman has 
signed a proclamation setting aside 
Saturday (30) as Movie War Stamp 
and Bond Day throughout New York 
state. On the same day the national 


campaign to sell war stamps and 
bonds in film houses will get under 
way under the direction of the War 
Activities Committee. It is expected 
that governors of other states may 
cooperate with the WAC in issuing 
proclamations. 

Gov. Lehman’s proclamation reads 
in part: 

‘The preservation of our liberty 
calls for sacrifices on the part of all 
of us. For most of our people the 
greatest sacrifice will be in their way 
of living. They will have fewer con- 
veniences and no luxuries. Their 
surplus dollars will go to finance the 
war effort. Many of them will pur- 
chase war bonds and stamps. Every 
channel of salesmanship of bonds 
and stamps is being opened to the 
public. 

‘The motion picture theatres of the 
country will begin on May 30 an en- 
ergetic continuous selling campaign 
of United States War bonds and 
stamps. 

‘Bonds and stamps will be sold at 
the theatre box offices and in the 
lobbies. All of the employees of 
the theatres will serve as salesmen 
for the bonds and stamps.’ 
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army service. Irwin Kritchek also 
enlisted in the U. S. Army and ex- 
pects to be called this week. Both 
are formerly of the company’s 
publicity library staff. 

William S. ‘Bill’ Savage, of RKO’s 
homeoffice legal staff, was ordered to 
report for duty last Friday (8). He 
, iE eee eR Ram 
U. S. Army air force. Major Savage 
is World War vet, having served as 
pursuit pilot. Given farewell lunch- 
eon last Thursday at Toots Shor’s, 
with Gordon E. Youngman, general 
counsel, toastmaster. 

Three cutters at the RKO studio in 
Hollywood have resigned to take 
similar posts with Major Frank 
Capra’s outfit producing films for the 
U. S. government. They are Ed 
Luckey, Henry Berman and Mickey 
McAdams, 





Band in Navy As Unit 
San Francisco, May 12. 

Lu Watters’ band looks set for the 
Navy (as a unit) shortly. 

Watters and his eight jive artists 
have already had their physicals. 

They are waiting word on ratings, 
which, they hope, will make them 
musical sailors, still playing together 
as a band at the Yerba Buena Is- 
land naval establishment here. 





Major Joe Quitiner 
Joseph H. Quittner, attorney and 
former exhibitor in Middletown, 
N. Y., is a major in the army, sta- 
tioned at Governors Island, N. Y. 





Ad Agency Exec to Army 
Chicago, May 12. 

E. N. Axtell, executive assistant to 
the president of Russel M. Seeds 
Advertising Agency, leaves. the 
agency to enter army service. 

He'll handle instruction of Mili- 
tary Science and ‘Tactics in Chicago 
highschools. Axtell is a previous 
service man with four years active 
duty. 





Station Mgr. Called 


San Antonio, May 12. 

Charles L. Belfi, only recently 
named manager of station KABC, 
has received his commission as a 
second lieutenant in the United 
States Army Air Corps, with orders 
to repert immediately for duty. Belfi 
makes the 13th of the KABC staff to 
be called into active service. 

Station plans forming a new club 
with the name of ‘Manager for a 
Month.’ 

‘Bun’ Dawson, formerly WCCO, 





Minneapolis, assistant production 


-_—. 


N.Y. Canteen Institute 
‘Donors’ Table at $100 
A Head for Just a Peek 


New idea for getting money in sup- 
port of the American Theatre Wing's 
New York Stage Door Canteen is the 
stunt of having a donors table. Here- 
tofore, no civilians except those as- 


signed for duty, were ‘admitted to the 
Canteen, but it was suggested that 
persons who wished to visit can do 
so by paying for the privilege. A 
donors table costs $100 and it is 
claimed that a number of persons 
have asked for reservations. Those 
who attend on that basis can merely 
gander, for there is nothing to be 
purchased and only men in uniform 
get eats. 

Wing has opened another avenue 
whereby office workers in show busi- 
ness can do their bit, it being called 
the Office Personnel Division. Wing 
will remain open on Mondays from 
7 to 10 p.m. so that office people can 
do their bit. They may knit, sew, 
take first aid courses, enroll as blood 
donors or volunteer for Canteen 
work. 

Those entertainers who appeared 
up to Sunday (10) evening at the 
Canteen last week were: 

Ed Flemingo, Merrill Miller, John 
Upham, Lester Lanin Orch, Paul 
Gerson, Benny Davis (and show), 
Lya Lys, Jack Laemire, Bonnie 
Baker, Peter De Rose, Peter Don- 
ald, Best Foot Forward Co., Nick 
Sett, Gloria Hope, Julia Gerrity, 
Dianne Courtney, Hi-lo-Jack & a 
Dame, Bunny Howard, Allen Pres- 
cott, Sons O’ Fun Co,, Paui Livert 
Orch, Betty Garret & Lou Cooper, 
Mildred Fenton, John Lewis & Mel- 
ody Models, Alma Ross & Johnny 
Pineapple Band, T.eonard Sues (from 
‘Johnny 2x4’). 

Also, ‘Let’s Face It’ Co., Howard 
Twins, Francis Walther band, Su- 
sanne Pierre, Don Dunphy, Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, Larry Huard, Beatrice 
Lind, Noble & King, Jerri Blanchard, 
Allison Andrews, Fred Utel, Kay 
Parsons, Bert Lynn, Don Caballero 
band, Carol Bruce-Claude Thornhill, 
Lilly Parker, Car] Kent, Jack Eagen, 
U. S. M., Joy Hodges, Dick Wilson 
Orch, Warren & Arthur, Paul Muni, 
Ernie Chappell, Art Mooney Orch, 
Zero Mostel, Mary Pickford & Buddy 
Rogers, Sammy Walsh. 

Also, Phyllis Myles, Barry Wood & 
Hit ‘Paraders, Pioneer Square Danc- 
ers, Marlene Dietrich, Mary Bruce 
(school of dancing), Russian Kretch- 

dinarpins ae ee 
Cafe Society Show (uptown and 
downtown), Arthur Treacher & Red 
Marshall, Igor Gorin, Mary Eastman, 








Anna Neagle, Horace Braham, Tony 
Ross. 


| WAXMAN AIDES COHN 
| ON USO DRIVE INN. Y. 


Jack Cohn, coordinator of the en- 
tertainment and sports division of 
the USO drive in Greater New York, 


and the committee working with 
him, last week named A, P. Waxman 
full-time chief of the eight-week 
campaign to raise $500,000. Colum- 
bia exec v.p. had to leave for the 
Coast last Friday (8) and, like other 
execs, was fearful he could not give 
full time and effort to the drive. Ap- 
pointment, therefore, was made of 
Waxman to assure success. Waxman 
handled the motion picture division 





of USO under Joe Bernhard last 
year. 

Twenty-five chairmen and co-chair- 
men of various Cohn divisions attend- 
ed the meeting Thursday (7), after 


which Waxman was named. To im- 
press those present with the impor- 
tance of morale work, Spyros Skou- 
ras read a letter from an unidenti- 
fied lieutenant written shortly before 
the fall of Bataan and telling of the 
great work that had been done there. 

Among those present was Major 
Leslie Thompson of RKO, Hal Hodes 
of Columbia, Herman Robbins of 
National Screen, Oscar Levant, Au- 
brey Schenck of 20th-Fox, Brock 
Pemberton, Bert Lytell, Abe Last- 
fogel and Stanton Griffis. 





manager, is completing a 10-week 
training course in the Naval Air 
Corps at Wold-Chamberiain field. 
Pe 
John Carter, Able Seaman 
John Carter, Metropolitan Opera 
tenor, has joined the Navy. He left 


last week for the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Base. E 
Humphrey Doulens, of Columbia 


Concerts Corp., inducted into the 
Army last week, stationed at Ft. 





Devens, Mass. 
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First engagements terrific, hold- / 
ing over Cleveland, Houston, 
Norfolk. Sensational! 





Extended runs everywhere fow 
‘their first Big M-G-M musical, 


‘show! 


| 





Te’s doing Ziegfeld Girl’ 
zippy business. Happ 
hold-overs! 





IN THE ‘a 


Neatest:trick of the week is Leo’s:; Three smash- 
ing box-office entertainments simultaneously 
packing them in from. coast-to-coast with hold- 
overs bringing joy to jingling cash registers! 
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- MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Harry Reso, Frances Watkins, Pa- 
tricia Bowman, Paul Haakon, Marie 
Grimaldi, Wilbur Evans, Teresita 
Osta, Ditta Daye, Ossy Renardy, 
Rockettes, Ballet Corps, Glee Club; 
Music Hall symphony orchestra un- 
der direction of Erno Rapee; ‘Sabo- 
teur’ (U), reviewed in ‘Variety 
April 29. 








Produced under the aegis of Rus- 
sell Markert, the four-part stage- 
show billed as ‘A Portfolio of Art’ is 
colorful and diverting though over- 
long, particularly the opening ballet 
portion. Running time is 52 min- 
utes, though this includes the violin 
solo of Ossy Renardy, featured with 
the symphony orchestra in a Tschai- 
kowsky concert. It won Renardy a 
big salvo. 

A pretty pastoral scene serves as 
background for the excellent, though 
lengthy, ballet session in which Pa- 
trieia Bowme2n,...Pau! Haakon. and 
Marie Grimaldi perform. Miss Bow- 
man does a number singly as well 
as one with Haakon. Both score de- 
cisively. Miss Grimaldi appears 
ahead of them in a ballet specialty. 
Fiorence Rogge has very effectively 
routined the number, with the bal- 
let girls in very effective formations. 


Frances Watkins, coloratura so- 
prano, works in front of some pastels 
that are hung on a setpiece to repre- 
sent an art gallery. She also is on 
in a long aria and gets across nicely. 

Laughs on the show come in g 
measure from Harry Reso, formerly 
of ‘Hellzapoppin’. His comical shuffle 


dancing, juggling and magician 
pantomime combine to entertain 
strongly. It proves anew that sight 


acts are best in the mammoth Hall. 
Closing represents murals, with 
members of the glee club and others 
standing silently against. them to 
represent characters. They are im- 
mobile for some time while Wilbur 
Evans, in a Mexican costume, lands 
in a fitting number. They join him 
later, including Ditta Daye, who in- 
dulges in a vocal double with Evans. 
This set blends into a street scene 
where Teresita Osta offers a novelty 
castanet dance. A cleverly conceived 
number. Rockettes, closing, appear 
as caballeros in a colorful and well 
executed routine. As usual, they rate 
good-sized applause. Char. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





Red Norvo Orch (15) with Kay 
Allen, Fran Snyder, Eddie Burke; 
Mildred Bailey, Earl & Francis, 
Calypso Singers (2), Ford, Bowie & 
Daly, Bootsie Swann, Pigmeat, 
Vivian Harris, George Wiltshire; ‘To- 
day I Hang’ (PRC). 





This show doesn’t measure up..to 
what might be expected of Red 
Norvo and Mildred Bailey (Mrs. 
Norvo). Norvo’s new band, one of 
the rare white bands to play this 
colored neighborhood house, and 
Miss Bailey are the main draws and 
they’re ..sirpris’ngly. ineffective in 
spots. The band made a much better 
impression when’ reviewed by 
‘Variety’ recently at Blue Gardens, 
Armonk, N. Y. 


Staffed by five sax, three rhythm, 
three trumpets and three trombones, 
headed in only one group of tunes 
by Norvo’s xylophone, the outfit 
should be much steadier and experi- 
enced onstage than it proves to be 
here. It has played a string of thea- 
tres the past couple of months. Ma- 
jority of its 70 minutes here is in- 
consistent, ragged one tune and ex- 
cellent the next. 

Band has no spark to set the house 
alive, even with things like ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ which it recorded. Too, its 
choice of tunes and tempos isn’t 
good; Norvo, however, has a host of 
originals, any one of which could 
knock out an audience of the type 
found here, yet he uses only one 
that amounts to anything, and the 
title of that is lost in his hurried, 
uneasy announcements which are 
frequently delivered through the ap- 
plause for an act or preceding ar- 
rangement. 


Band still lacks vocalists. Kay 
Allen, femme, hooks up with an un- 
billed trumpeter early for a shot at 
*‘Don’t Sit Under Apple Tree.’ It’s 
n.s.g. She’s fair on succeeding solo 
,of ‘Don’t Want to Walk.’ Fran 
Snyder, vocalist-arranger, makes no 
impression at all on ‘Tangerine,’ but 
he’s a good arranger. Eddie Burke’s 
a fine young trombonist who should 
be widely known in a few years. 

Miss Bailey follows Norvo in poor 
tune _ selections. Starting with 
Begizint,’ original Yiddish number 
now done in English, she then does 
‘Arthur Murray.’ Neither makes any 
impression, ‘However, ‘Rockin’ 
Chair’ and ‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ type 
of material this house wants, are 
big. She’s heavier and her black 
gown is unbecomingly designed. 

Earl. and Francis, mixed opening 
tap act, got unsteady backgrounding 
from Norvo when caught. They’re 
a flashy pair and made a good im- 
pression on this audience. Unsuit- 
able for white houses, however, un- 
less routines are smartened. Calypso 
Singers, diminutive boy and girl, had 
the patrons howling; what it was all 
about is still vague. But they took 
an encore, when caught. 

Ford, Bowie and Daly precede an- 


other tap act with a corny intro as 
to their identity, then hit a fast pace 
with good challenge stuff which far 
overshadows their unison work. Act 
was well liked. Pigmeat, Bootsie 
Swann, Vivian Harris and George 
Wiltshire, house comedians, were 
also heavily appreciated. 

Biz fair Wood. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, May 9. 
‘Water Follies of 1942’ with Buster 
Crabbe, Joe Seymour, Corky Gille- 
sen, Hopkins Sisters (2), Dilly Dal- 
lies (4), Frank Foster, Art Spaulding; 
Oxford Boys (3), Max and His Gang; 
‘Mr. V’ (UA). 








A peppy tank show. It’s long on 
comedy and short on girls, preceded 
by two standard vaude acts, adding 
up to. satisfactory entertainment. 
Anything would be a relief from the 
long succession of band units, though 
this combo" would“ be’ welcome any- 
way, a far departure from the unit’s 
opening dates in Hartford and New 
York, where it skidded. 

Buster Crabbe is top-billed in the 
water show, and does a modest turn 
of’ swimming styles after a _ brief 
spiel about his contest for kids to 
name his horse in coming oats 
operas. A huge glass tank, flood- 
lighted inside, gives the customers a 
fair underwater glimpse of the 
natators and adds glamour to the 
show. 

Straight dives by Joe Seymour 
and Corky Gillesen and underwater 
rhythm by the Hopkins Twins pro- 
vide the usual splash and color of a 
show of this type, and the comedy 
dunking by the Dilly-Dallies and 
Frank Foster supply the expected 
corn-on-the-board. 

Oxford Boys, immediately pre- 
ceding the water spectacle, do well 
with their band impressions and 
radio ribbing routine, and only the 
stage manager prevented them from 
holding up the ensuing proceedings 
with the extra bows and encores that 
were demanded. Max and His 
Gang, dog act, were warmly re- 
ceived as opening act. Fox. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 12. 
Les Brown ‘Orch (17) with Betty 
Bonney, Ralph Young, ‘Butch’ Stone; 
Lynn, Royce & Vanya, George Pren- 
tice; ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th). 








Novelty numbers are the forte of 
Les Brown’s orchestra, making its 
first stage appearance in these parts. 
Still to win its spurs among the big 
mame aggregations, Brown’s gang 
does a workmanlike job of putting 
across the pop tunes of the day 
with an accent on the wack depart- 
ment, 

Standout is ‘Butch’ Stone, sax 
artist who recently joined the band. 
He gets a big hand with the down- 
fronters on his familiar—but still 
funny—renditions of ‘Feets to Big,’ 
‘Good Man Is Hard to Find’ and 
‘Zoot Suit.’ His tricky slide, remin- 
iscent of burlesque’s ‘Sliding Billy’ 
Watson, also gets laughs. 

Other vocalists include baritone 
Ralph Young, who features ‘Tan- 
gerine’ and ‘I Remember You,’ and 
pretty Betty Bonney, who netted a 
nice hand with her warbling of ‘I 
Said No,’ ‘Somebody Else’ and 
‘Jumpin’ Joe DiMaggio.’ 

Among the band numbers, most of 
them featuring maestro Brown and his 
sax are ‘Jersey Bounce,’ ‘Blue Skies’ 
and ‘Anvil Chorus.’ Supporting acts 
are the comic ballroom trio, Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya (lately of ‘Banjo 
Eyes’), and the hilarious puppets of 
George Prentice. 

House almost 
(Saturday matinee). 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 10. 
Cardini, Fred Keating, Jack 
Gwynne, Duval, Val Voltane, Rhythm 
Rockets; ‘Finger at the Window’ 
(M-G). 


capacity - filled 
Shal, 








Magic—and then more magic! 
Maybe too much but nicely routined 
to build up to the clever Cardini, 
who is worth anybody’s admission 
price. At no time during the hour 
presentation was there much ap- 
plause, but the customers still evi- 
dently enjoyed this all-magic setup. 

Fred Keating sort of missed at the 
show caught, some of his material 
bouncing back, but -1e’s still a good 
showman and he turned those misses 
around to his advantage. Keating 
does the introductions and works 
with a plant from the audience. 

Duval concentrates on the little 
white balls in his fingers to some 
laughter and then the yards and 
yards of silks from the little metal 
tube. Val Voltane operates his bar 
with four youthful girl assistants to 
good results. Jack Gwynne went 
well and then comes Cardini, who 
still gets them though he’s played 
here a number of times. 

Sam Jack Kaufman’s overture is 
another well done affair with a 
clever arrangement depicting vari- 
ous composers’ styles on ‘Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes.’ Lynn Allison 
vocals for the finish to excellent 





returns. 
Business good. Kely. 





STATE, N. Y. 


Morton Downey, Ken Murray, Os- 
wald, Rollo and Verna Pickert, Diosa 
Costello, Park and Clifford, Ruby 
Zwerling House Orch; ‘Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 


Until the final portion of Morton 
Downey's closing act, this State bill 
is the familiar efforts of standard 
acts, with both the good and bad 
qualities that implies. Good because 
such established vauders as Downey, 
Ken Murray and the others are com- 
petent performers who: can always 
be depended on for a professional 
performance. But also bad, because 
their very dependability and famili- 
arity tend to make their work seem 
stereotyped. : 

Thus, when Downey sings ‘Rose 
O'Day,’ ‘Street of Regret,’ ‘Every- 
thing I Love’ and, inevitably, ‘Irish 
Eyes’ in his characteristic ballad 
style, the audience neither expects 
nor gets any surprises. The same is 
true of Murray’s oroad clowriing, 
with his bluish patter, cleaned 
smoking car stories, his inescapa’ 
cigar and his perennial stooge, Os- 
wald, the deadpan with the thread- 
bare ‘Oh yeah’ rejoinder. It’s un- 
doubtedly standard vaudeville and 
much of it may be good, but con- 
tinued repetition has long since worn 
off its original luster. 

But when Downey goes to the 
piano to recall some old songs that 
passing time has given a sentimental 
value, and when Murray lounges on 
the piano top offering casually flip- 
pant comment, the show becomes 
seemingly extemporaneous and con- 
sequently alive and vastly enter- 
taining. Indeed, that closing portion 
of the opening night’s final per- 
formance was so unexpected and 
so obviously captured the enthusiasm 
of the audience that it immediately 
suggested the possibility of Downey 
and Murray teaming as a regular act. 
If this show was an indication, they 
should be a solid click anywhere. 
They left this audience storming for 
more. 

Otherwise, the show is as would be 
expected. Rollo and Verna Pickert 
do some lively tap dancing, topped 
by a skillful routine on stilts. Diosa 
Costello offers her violent combina- 
tion of West Indies and cooch dances 
and songs, and Park and Clifford re- 
peat their impressive balance and 
lift routine. It’s all good, but until 
the Downey-Murray uproar, unspec- 
tacular. Hobe. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 9. 
Wayne King Orch (13), Criss 
Cross, Berry Sisters (3), Don Cum- 
mings; ‘Twin Beds’ (UA). 

















© -e always expects top showman- 
ship, along with highly listenable 
music, from Wayne King. And one 
is never disappointed. This occasion 
is no exception. The maestro of 
sweet swing comes through again 
with notable arrangements and dis- 
tinctive touches to enhance his ear- 
beguiling, restful melodies. |The 
three supporting acts are adequate, 
but without them there’d still be a 
full money’s worth. ’ 

King, as usual, is a suave, quiet, 
unobtrusive emcee who conducts, 
vocalizes and solos on the sax with 
equal facility. His vutfit is the same 
polished group that surrounded him 
on his last visit here, and its three 
rhythms and similar number of 
saxes, brasses .and violins again 
blend perfectly in the livelier swing 
numbers as well as the quiet, sweet 
fare which is the orchestra’s par- 
ticular forte. 

A familiar Viennese waltz medley 
for an opener puts the customers 
in the proper frame of mind for the 
type of music that predominates 
during the show. Criss Cross, first 
of the acts, is a ventriloquist whose 
dummy joins him in impersonations. 
For novelty he trots out a pair of 
miniature fluorescent dummies. With 
himself concealed on the darkened 
stage, he has one of them imitate 
the Four Ink Spots and the other 
warble ‘My Man.’ 

The orchestra has another typical 
King medley comprising ‘Moonlight 
Cocktails,’ ‘Josephine’ and ‘Day 
Dreaming,’ with Buck Bivens from 
the band introduced as the ‘Jo- 
sephine’ composer. On the sax, 
King lands solidly with ‘Don’t Want 
to Walk,’ ‘Do You Ever Think of 
Me’ and ‘White Cliffs,’ all popular 
and familiar, but given treatment 
that sets them apart. 

‘Oh Pedro,’ ‘Miss You,’ ‘Heart of 
Texas’ and ‘A-1 in Army’ are nicely 
sold by the three Berry Sisters, 
agreeable harmony stngers. Espe- 
cially outstanding is the orchestra’s 
rendition of a bangup arrangement 
of ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ with a back- 
drop on which the effect of rippling 
water is produced. The music here 
attains almost a symphonic quality. 

King hits the bull’s eye with his 
singing of ‘My Sunshine,’ and ‘Won- 
der Who’s Kissing Her Now?’ Then 
comedy has a big inning when Don 
Cummings gags and clowns before 
and after essaying several rope- 
twirling tricks. His material, routine 
and business are unchanged from 
previous visits, and some of the pat- 
ter and stories are of ancient vintage 
and too blue, but the customers ate 
it up. 

For a finisher King and the boys 





get part way into the groove with 
ag retation of ‘Chatta- 
nooga 00 oo.” King deserves 
special commendation for refraining 
from platter plugging. 

A well-filled lower house at the 
opening matinee Friday. Rees. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, May 9. 
Rex Weber, Ben Beri, Hector & 
Pals, Gilbert Russell, Capello & 
Patricia, Harry Reser House Orch; 
‘True to the Army’ and ‘Our Russian 
Front’ (Amkino). 








A five-act stage bill, plus two fea- 
ture pix, makes this quite a sizeable 
entertainment for one sitting. Most, 
however, will find considerable in it 
to recommend. 


Since Capello and Patricia are cur- 
rently doubling from the Royal 
Palm’s Bamboo Room, and have 
garnered favorable attention § in 
other boites this past season, their 
monickers on the marquee constitute 
about the only b.o. voltage this bill 
has to offer. They are a talented 
pair of south-of-the-border terpers, 
evidencing considerable originality 
in their colorful choreography. 
Standout musical arrangements also 
enhance the footwork. 


Rex Weber’s” standard vocal 
mimicry still packs a punch with the 
sittees, and while his feat of singing 
with his trap shut is pretty familiar 
by now, it, too, is still good for a 
giggle. As for ‘Brother Can You 

pare a Dime,’ it'll look good at the 
bottom of a trunk, and sound better. 
He’s been doing it too long. 


A comic juggler, Ben Beri also 
ulled a heavy hand. The accent be- 
ongs on comic though, not juggler. 
He drops practically as many balls 
as he catches, and the front row of 
the house band looks relieved when 
he takes his bow. Apparently they’re 
expecting to find an Indian club in 
their horns almost anytime. 

Gilbert Russell closed strongly at 
the Hollywood Beach hotel and im- 
presses aS a vocal comer. Nice ap- 

e ce and fine tenor pipes keep 
im busy replying to encores. Smart 
move on his part will be to cultivate 
better control of customers. As an 
emcee he lets them get out of hand. 

It's a tossup as to who barks the 
loudest, Hector or his pals. Pals in 
this imstance being a kennel] of 
mutts, most of which apparently 
just trot out to look at the custom- 
ers. Midway, spiel Hector adopts to 
put them through their paces is 
okay for a carnival, but in a theatre 
it’s annoying. The few pooches that 
do perform are clever but other 
— al aets caught here outclass 

em. 


Biz on the upbeat. Leslie. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


—— 


Chicago, May 8. 
Jimmy Durante with Eddie Jack- 
sow, June Carroll & Buddy Howe, 
Albins (2), Howard Nichols, Nancy 
Healy, Novak Sisters (3), Ray Lang’s 
House Orch (11); ‘Born to Sing’ 
(M-G). 








Jimmy Durante is back in town 
after an absence of some years, head- 
ing a stage presentation that’s okay 
for laughs. Durante holds down lat- 
ter part of show with first half 
turned over to standard vaude turns. 

June Carroll has been drafted as 
emcee, and even though she worked 
with hoarse throat, gal turned in 
first-rate job of introductions. In- 
itial turn, three Novak Sisters, do 
some classy acrobatics and routines 
move at rapid pace. 

Howard Nichols, tapping juggler, 
has a smart line of hoop tricks. He 
taps in rhythm to his juggling tricks. 
Act is well timed and highly enter- 
taining. Nancy Healy delivers a 
clever tap routine, closing with a 
couple of oldtime steps. The Albins, 
comedy ballroom team, sell solidly 
with their falls and misses. Miss 
Carroll and her partner, Buddy 
Howe, show some fancy taps and 
acro dancing. Pair have a neat line 
of patter with Miss Carroll carrying 
the bit. She sings and does a Louis 
Armstrong trumpet imitation that 
brings the house down. They close 
with straight hoofing. 

From here on it’s Durante and 
company. The minute the Schnoz is 
brought on he has ’em rolling in the 
aisles. The showman that he is, 
Dtrante uses every member of the 
orchestra, show and audience as his 
foils. And the result is continuous 
laughter. Durante has one of his old 
trio (Clayton, Jackson and Durante) 
partners, Eddie Jackson, along. And 
the latter can still handle his feet. 
House band had a time keeping up 
with Durante’s rapid style, but a few 
shows should iron that out. Pace is 
terrific, with every minute of it 
Durante. 

Business at Friday matinee good. 

Loop. 


Hub Names McCabe 


Boston, May 12. 
Bernard V. (Larry) McCabe, for- 
mer vaudevillian, has been appointed 
assistant director of public celebra- 
tions by Mayor Maurice Tobin. 
He will serve under Lou Brems, 
erstwhile vauder, 








STRAND, N. Y. 





. Jimmy Dorsey’s band with Helen 
O’Connell, Bob Eberle and Buddy 
Schutz; Billy DeWolfe, Condos Bros; 
‘In This Our Life’ (WB), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ April 29, °42. 





The Strand’s boxoffice currently ig 
strongly and doubly insured. On the 
screen is the film version of Ellen 
Glasgow’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel, ‘In This Our Life,’ with Bette 
Davis an added hypo for the coinci-« 
dental publicity break of the pic- 
ture’s opening almost day ’n’ date 
with the award. For another dis- 
tinct marquee asset there’s the top- 
flight Jimmy Dorsey band and the 
up-and-coming comic, Billy DeWolfe, 
gracing the pit platform. . Collec- 
tively they all spell big grosses for 
the four weeks this combination ig 
scheduled to run. 

Opening night the house was 

capacity, with standees in all sec- 
tions of the theatre when the last 
show went on. There was a big 
audience hoopla when the theme 
song of Dorsey’s orch came out of 
the rising pit, and the customers’ en- 
thusiasm didn’t abate at any moment. 
It was also evident that there was a 
flock of holdover jitterbugs in the 
audience, with many of the young- 
sters in the front rows appearing to 
anticipate every piece of stage busi- 
ness. 
_ The show as a whole is short with- 
in 54 minutes and rather light, only 
two acts supplementing the band, but 
what it misses in quantity it makes 
up for in quality. DeWolfe, for one, 
literally got screams from the mob 
with what is now a set stage routine 
for the recently-discovered come- 
dian. He’s using much of his nitery 
act at the Strand, but sidetracking 
such comedy impressions as the booz- 
ing and flirtatious dames in the cock- 
tail lounges, and it’s surefire, quick- 
paced hokum. A definite smash 
here, DeWolfe will soon get a crack 
at still another entertainment me- 
dium when he departs for the Coast 
in June to fulfill a Paramount con- 
tract. Presently, he’s also doubling 
at the Rainbow Room. 

Second outside act is the rapid-fire 
dancing turn of the standard Condos 
Brothers (2), and they rarely miss. 
This is challenge dancing of the old 
school, and the Condos boys were 
among the originators of the style. 
They do three numbers, building all 
the way and finally had to beg off. 

Dorsey’s band, sectioned in eight 
brass, five reed and four rhythm, 
plus Dorsey’s own sax and clarinet- 
playing, is a full-bodied, high-scoring 
swing outfit. The maestro does a 
elear, unpretentious job of m.c.ing 
and has a sagaciously-chosen reper- 
toire of music for this date, espe- 
cially masterful work being shown 
with ‘Cherokee’ and ‘Jug.’ The sing- 
ing end is likewise well taken care of 
by Bob Eberle, a good looking, vel- 
vet-voiced baritone who’s evidently 
a fave with the femme jitterbugs. He 
delivers with ‘I’m Glad There Is You’ 
and then essays a patriotic number, 
‘This Is Worth Fighting For,’ which 
clearly indicates why there hasn’t 
yet been a socko tune of the type i 
this war. It’s not Eberle’s fault, bu 
the composer’s, that ‘Fighting For’ 
sounds more like a funeral dirge 
than an inspirational piece. 

Helen O’Connell, blonde song- 
talker, has her appearance as her 
strongest asset. Her looks and her 
personality, but hardly her hesitation 
style and unmelodic voice, keep her 
in the forefront among band singers. 
She’s assigned to ‘Take Me’ and 
‘Arthur Murray,’ and later, with 
Eberle in a semi-comic duet, she 
does I’m Going to Take Little Bobby 
in Hand.’ It’s cute, but their subse- 
quent ‘Tangerine’ is far more appeal- 
ing. Then, too, somebody might tip 
off Miss O’Connell that wearing re- 
ligious symbols on a stage is poor 
showmanship. 

Buddy Schutz, Dorsey’s drummer, 
is billed, per usual, but probably be- 
cause of the picture’s length and the 
time restrictions for the pit show he 
doesn’t get a spotlight a 

cno. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 8. 
Guy Lombardo Orch with Carmen, 
Liebert and Victor Lombardo, Kenny 
Gardner, Rose Marie Lombardo; 
Calgary Bros., Don Tannen, Toy & 
Wing; ‘Gentlemen in the Dark’ (UA). 








The Lombardos and their slick 
Royal Canadians are back at the 
Buff again with their streamlined 
melody. The ensemble looks and 
sounds like the peak in this milieu, 
In its instrumentation the Lom; 
bardos perform with greater polis 
than ever and the whole performance 
is about the ultimate in sweet musi¢ 
delivery. As staged and lighted at 
the Buff, the presentation, with its 
two pianos and somewhat different 
instrumental makeup, is a highly at 
tractive package in eye and ear at- 
traction and appeal. 

Kenny Gardner’s outstanding tenor 
is the top item among the vocals an 
his opening choruses of ‘Happy in 
Love’ and ‘Rose in Iveland’ won oveF 
the customers pronto. Later, his Fo 
Gal Sal’ was also roundly rewarde 


but it remained for ‘Frankie and 


Johnnie’ near the finale, a la the 
band’s current cutting, to hit the aP° 
(Continued on page 48) 
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Slowness of New Pix Especially 


Agsravates 


Detroit, May 12. 

ish movement of pictures, 
geo a aggravated here each 
passing year, again is delaying film 
gelling in the Detroit area. First runs 
here usually are slightly off the na- 
tional pace, with some product ex- 
tremely tardy in making its appear- 
ance. The result is that exhibitors 
have considerable trouble lining up 
they play dates, — each year mak- 

the greater. 

ae f. 4 war boom is going to 
do nothing to help the situation, since 
the first-run theatres are playing to 
extremely strong business which 
warrants the holdovers of pix which 
formerly would run out in a week. 
As a result the movement of new 
pictures into this booming center 
which now has $13,000,000,000 in 
armament contracts is slower than 
ever. Only three cf the downtown 
houses, given frequently now to two- 
week stretches on pictures, are 
handling new product to any great 
extent, the other two major houses in 
the loop picking up these films for 
even more extended runs. If biz con- 
tinues to flourish in the bright light 
belt the situation will get no better 
fast. 

The ‘film blockade’ has become 
guch a headache to bookers here that 
jn some instances pictures which 
were available last fall are just get- 
ting their movement into the subse- 
quent runs. The situation is a double 
problem since there is a further 
holdup in the second-run group, 
given in Detroit to playing films also 
for the week stretch. Houses in this 
level are controlled by the Coopera- 
tive Theatres of Michigan and the 
United Detroit chain, which operates 
three of the downtown houses, and 
by common agreement they prefer to 
have the films play day-and-date in 
all houses on a particular run. 

The same program of running the 
game films through all levels to the 
sixth-run is followed here with the 
idea of avoiding interzone competi- 
tion. Because of the balance main- 
tained even the unanimous double- 
feature policy of Detroit is doing 
nothing to close the time gap on the 
movement of pictures through here. 


$50,000 Fire Destroys 
360-Seater in Salem, ill. 


St. Louis, May 12. 

The Salem, 360-seater in Salem, 
Ill., owned by Bob Cluster, was dam- 
aged $50,000 in a fire of undeter- 
mined origin recently. The town’s 
fire-fighting apparatus was inadequate 
to fight the flames, and additional help 
Was summoned from Sandoval, Mount 
Vernon, Centralia, Odin, Xenia and 
Flora, Ill., nearby towns. The fire 
burned for four hours before being 
brought under control. 

Cluster also owns and operates the 
Lyric and Globe, flicker houses in 
the same town. 














2-Alarm Theatre Fire 
Lynchburg, Va., May 12. 

Venus, Richmond, badly damaged’ 
by a two-alarm fire recently. 
House is owned by Neighborhood 
Theatres, Inc. Sam Bendheim, Jr., 
vice-president, said extent of the 
damage has not been determined. 
Stage decorations and sound equip- 
ment were destroyed and ceilings 
damaged. Repairs probably will be 
completed in three weeks. 





$35,000 Fire 

West Somerville, Mass., May 12. 

A $35,000 general alarm fire swept 
the Davis Square theatre here and 
Spread to an adjoining two-story 
wooden dwelling early Saturday 
morning. The fire appeared to have 
started near the stage of the theatre 
several hours after the last perform- 
ance Friday. Parts of the theatre 
were being remodeled and minor re- 
Pe#irs were being made, police said. 

The theatre, once a church, was 
the scene of another fire 10 years 


@g0. An investigation of blaze was 
launched. 





Mooney for Mono 


: Hollywood, May 12. 

Martin Mooney and Max King 
signed a contract to make three pic- 
tures for 1942-43 release through 
Monogram as the Mooney-King Pro- 
uctions, 
\ First of the trio is ‘Foreign Agent,’ 
ased on a Mooney story. Two 
Others are ‘Time Bomb’ and ‘Gangs 
of the Underworld.’ 


War-Booming Detroit 








- 





Trotti Sees Doubie 


Hollywood, May 132, 

Lamar Trotti started work on a 
two-way task as associate producer 
and scripter of “The Immortal Ser- 
geant,’ based on a novel by John 
Brophy, at 20th-Fox. 

Trotti h:d just finished a writing 
job on ‘The Ox-Bow Incident,’ a 
pioneer tale. 








Conway Sues 
WB in Philly 
On Anti-Trust 


Philadelphia, May 12. 
Joseph Conway, operator of the 
Egyptian theatre, Bala, on Philly’s 
‘Main Line,’ has filed suit in 
U. S. District Court here against 


the Warner circuit and eight ma- 
jors asking $120,000 in triple dam- 
ages for alleged loss caused by ‘con- 
spiracy’ among the defendants. Con- 
way, a prominent Philly. indie and 
one of the leading members of Al- 
lied, declared that Warners and the 
majors (Metro excluded) had en- 
tered into a deal to injure his house 
by giving preferred runs to theatres 
in which the WB circuit was in- 
terested. 


Among the allegations made were: 


1. That prior to 1935, before War- 
ners took over the Ardmore, Con- 
way was able to make ‘profitable’ 
deals with the distribs. 


2. That when Warners obtained 
control of theatres in the vicinity 
they proceeded to gain ‘monopolis- 
tic control’ of the, Main Line. 


3. That in 1935, ‘with the con- 
nivance and consent of distributor 
defendants,’ the Egyptian was placed 
in both the ‘Main Line’ and West 
Philadelphia zones, thus. giving 
clearance on the Egyptian in favor 
of Warners’ Wynne (West Philly) 
and Warners’ Ardmore (Main Line), 
resulting in Conway’s house being 
forced to playing features to as long 
as 90 days after central-city houses. 
Prior to '35, Conway averred, he 
played features about 40 days after 
the midtown runs. 


4. Conway claimed his business 
was further harmed in 1937 when 
the defendants made a_ settlement 
with Harry Fried, indie operator of 





the Suburban after Fried had 
started suit, in 1937, in which 
Fried’s house also obtained pre- 


ferred playing time over Conway’s 
Egyptian. (Fried is not a _ de- 
fendant). 


As a result of these factors, Con- 
way said, his house had lost $10,- 
000-a-year beginning with 1938. He 
asked that the Court grant a tem- 
porary injunction against the de- 
fendants until the case is adjudi- 
cated. Besides the $120,000 asked 
under the terms of the Federal anti- 
trust acts, Conway asked the Court 
to make the defendants pay costs 


|and attorneys’ fees. 


Defendants named in the suit are: 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Warner Bros. 
Circuit Management, Warner Bros. 
Theatres, Stanley Co. of America, 
Vitagraph, Inc., Paramount, RKO, 
20th-Fox, Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists. Attorney for Con- 
way is Maurice Stern of the firm of 
Mayer, Magaziner & Brunswick. 

Filing of the suit by Conway, in- 
stead of taking his dispute to arbi- 
tration, is a further evidence of the 
lack of faith local exhibs have in 
arbitration as a means of settling 
intra-industry tangles. Most indies 
feel that only real relief from tight 
spots can only come through a court 
order. 





Lachman’s Guess-Who 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Harry Lachman draws the director 
chore on the Sol Wurtzel production, 
‘Buried Alive,’ mystery yarn at 20th- 
Fox. 

Manning O’Connor, former assist- 
ant to Wurtzel, “is doing his first 
scripting job on ‘Buried.’ His old 
spot in the Wurtzei unit has been 
taken over by Al Fu--nier. 


| 





RKO Pix and Theatre 
Employees to Ballot 
On Joining the SOPEG 


Washington, May 11. 

Secret ballot election among em- 
ployees of RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 
New York, to determine whether 
they will choose the Screen Office & 
Professional Employees Guild as 
their sole collective bargaining agent 
was ordered last week by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. It 
will be held May 22. 


Intra-office scrap, involving RKO 
Radio Pictures and RKO Service— 
another subsid of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum Corp. which manages 96 
RKO theatres—seemingly was solved 
by the Labor Board’s finding that 
RKO Pix and RKO Service are ‘sep- 
arate enterprises each with its own 
employees.’ 

Permission was granted Service to 
intervene at a hearing where Pix 
and the union appeared. The em- 
ployees of Service had been chilly 
toward union organizers although a 
majority of clerical and office work- 
ers in Pix have indicated a desire to 
join the S.O.P.E.G. 

When organizational work first 
was taken at the New York offices of 
the two K-A-O subsids, a ‘lack of 
integration, social contacts and ac- 
cessibility’ between the two groups 
which necessitated the election of 
separate C. I. O. directors to handle 
the work. According to the Labor 
Board’s findings ‘...although organi- 
zation was originally projected for 
the employees of both Companies in 
a single unit, it has been successful, 
and has progressed only among the 
employees of RKO Radio Pictures.’ 

Although certain departments in 
both companies pool their services, 
each company has its own office 
space for a majority of the depart- 
ments and most of the employees are 
carried on separate payrolls and re- 
ceive their pay from whichever 
company on whose payroll they are 
carried. 

Labor Board’s election order prob- 
ably stymies an effort on the part of 
RKO to defeat the S.O.P.E.G, at the 
polls, since RKO Service will not be 
eligible to vote. 








SOEG Settles for 8% 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Screen Office Employees Guild ac- 
cepted a counter-proposal by the pro- 
ducers.for a flat raise of 8% in wages 
with retroactive pay dating back to 
Jan. 15. 

Boost gives the SOEG the highest 
wage scale for white-collarites in the 
film industry, shoving them ahead of 
the independent guilds, or ‘company 
unions,’ as they are called in organ- 
ized labor circles. 


ANTI-J. P. NICK MEN 
SWEEP ST. L00 TICKET 


St. Louis, May 12. 

Members of the Stagehands’ Union, 
Local No. 6, an AFL affiliate, last 
week elected a complete slate of 
anti-Nick officials, and swept aside 
the last possible control John P. Nick 
may have had of the local. Nick and 
his first lieutenant, Clyde A. Weston, 
are in Federal bighouses doing five- 
year stretches for violating the anti- 
racketeering act. Leroy Upton, a 
stagehand at the Fox, was elected 
president; William L. Kostedt, Am- 
bassador, vice-president; E. V. 
Moran, business agent at $125 per 
week, and Orville Newlin, long an 
associate of Nick, as financial secre- 
tary of the union but his salary was 











Par Pays 256 for Unproduced Play; 
M-G ‘Gets Even’ on WB Story Scoop 





Pals at the Inkstand 


Hollywood, May 12. 

George Pal Productions and the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild settled 
their differences with a wage in- 
crease of 25%, 10 days sick leave 
and two-week vacations for em- 
ployees in service more than one 
year. 

Currently SCG has no members on 
the unemployed list. In the last 
week 15 left the studios to work in 
munitions plants, and more are con- 
sidering calls from shipyards and 
airplane plants. 


Consent Decree 
Hurt Quality Of 
Pix—NW Indies 


—_——- 


Minneapolis, May 12. 

In a new attack on the consent 
decree, Northwest Allied leaders 
claim that product has been poorer 
under it than before. The groups- 
of-five selling plan not only has 
failed to bring quality improvement, 
but also is witnessing ‘a steady de- 
terioration,’ they contend. 


Only two companies, Warners and 
20th-Fox, have maintained a higher 
standard since the decree’s incep- 
tion, according to these Northwest 
Allied leaders. There is praise for 
their output and raps for those of 
other distributors. 


John J. Friedl, president of the 








Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit), however, apparently does 
not agree with the independents. 


On several occasions during the past 
few months he has lauded 1941-42 
film product and its boxoffice po- 
tency. He even has gone so far as 
to assert that the 1941-42 lineup 
set a new all-time high for average 
quality. 

Moreover, © downtown boxoffice 
records here disclose a record num- 
ber of smashes. More pictures have 
been held over than in any previous 
season and two and three-week runs 
are the rule rather than the excep- 
tion. Currently no less than two 
loop pictures are in their third 
weeks—To the Shores of Tripoli’ 
and Ball of Fire’-—which is most 
unusual, 


JUNE 16 SET FOR PAR’S 
ANNUAL STOCK MEETING 


Notice of Paramount’s annual 
stockholders’ meeting, together with 


a proxy statement, has been mailed 
to shareholders, by-laws fixing the 
third Tuesday in June, making the 
date this year,. June 16. Sixteen 
directors are to be elected by Par 
stockholders to serve one-year 
terms. Barney Balaban, Neil F. 
Agnew, Stephen Callaghan, Y. Frank 
Freeman, Harvey D. Gibson, A. 








slashed from $6,500 to $4,000 per| Conger Goodyear, Stanton Griffis, 


year. 
Moran and Upton defeated William 
Menaugh and Leo Sharfenberg, 





Duncan G. Harris, John D. Hertz, 
John W. Hicks, Austin C. Keough, 
Earl I. McClintock, Maurice New- 


respectivety, and while the defeated ton, E. V. Richards, Edwin L. Weisl 
candidates were not known as Nick| and Adolph Zukor have been nomi- 
men, they were not as openly op- | nated for reelection. 


posed to the former boss as the vic- 


tors had been. Changes in the by-| for 


laws call for a complete audit of the 
local’s books to enable the new re- 
gime to start with a clean slate, 
abolishing the $200 year salary for 
the president, $100 annually for the 
vice-president and reduction of the 
salary of $250, formerly collected by 
Nick, to $125 per week. The terms of 
office, formerly four years under the 
Nick regime, were cut to two years 
and the system of election of officers 
which enabled Nick to perpetuate 
himself as Czar of the local also were 
changed. 

Members of the executive board of 
the local are James F. McGinn, for- 
merly a vice-president, employed at 
the Empress; Charles Leroit, Fox 
theatre; Walter Hoffmeister, Shenan- 
dozh theatre; Maurice P. Hurley and 
Thomas McCarthy, Municipal Audi- 
torium. 








Callaghan is one of the directors 
the reorganized corporation 
named at the suggestion of Allied 
Owners Corp., which on April 30 
this year owned 9,900 shares of first 
preferred. The proxy statement re- 
veals that the total remuneration 
paid or acerued during the last fiscal 
year to all its directors and Officers, 
constituted as a group, for all serv- 
ices totalled $1,030,643. This in- 
cludes $4,530 as the share of Weisl’s 
fees for legal services accruing to the 
law firm of Simpson, Thacher & 
Bartlett, of which he is a partner, 
and $156,728 the amount accrued to 
Balaban as his share of cOmpensa- 
tion payable by Balaban & Katz 
Corp., a subsid of the corporation to 
the B. & J. Management Co., a part- 
nership of which he is a member. 
The amount paid for services does 
not include $43,674 as allowances for 
expenses. 


Paramount yesterday (Tuesday) 
purchased ‘Fourth Brother,’ an un- 
produced play by Archibald Forbes, 
Price was around $25,000. Number 
of other companies were bidding on 
it. it’s the author’s first. Par’s orig- 
inal intention was to produce the 
play on Broadway, but because of 
its timeliness it was decided to skip 
the idea and rush it into film produc- 
tion, It’s a meller about Americans 
in China. 


RKO last week paid approximately 
$15,000 for ‘Higher and Higher,’ 
Dwight re Wiman musical which 
scored a mild success on Broadway 
just two years ago. Score is by Rod- 
gers and Hart and book by Gladys 
Hurlburt and Joshua Logan. Starred 
were Jack Haley, Marta Eggert and 
Shirley Ross. Show opened on 
Broadway April 4, 1940, closed down 
June 29 and reopened Aug. 5 for a 
stay. Marie Nash replaced Marta 
Eggert when it reopened. 


As if in retaliation for a scoop 
purchase of a novel by Warner Bros. 
a month ago, Metro last week shut 
out other companies in buying a new 
mag serial expected to be later pub- 
lished as a book. It’s ‘Fields of 
Plenty’ by Oscar Schisgall. ‘t will 
appear in Liberty. Metro made the 
purchase from an outline, the story 
not having been written yet. Price 
was $12,000. 

None but Metro’s story department 
knew about Schisgaii’s yarn. Thus 
circumstances were similar to those 
when WB was the only company to 
see ‘The Days TFetween,’ by Eliza- 
beth Foster, last month. It bought 
the novel for $25,000 and other com- 
panies have been smarting ever 
since. 

Number of studios are bidding on 
a new John P. Marquand yarn, ‘It’s 
Loaded, Mr. Bauer.’ It will appear 
shortly as a serial in Collier’s and 
probably as a book later. It’s a 
straight adventure story on the ‘Mr. 
Moto’ pattern. Price being asked is 
$25,000. 

Paramount’s purchase last week of 
Rachel Fields’ novel, ‘And Now To- 
morrow,’ was on a sliding scale 
basis. There was a down payment 
of around $45,000, with an additional 
sum to be paid for each 1,000 copies 
sold. Top is $75,000 if sales hit 
250,000 copies and Par is certain the 
figure will be reached. Novel is cur- 
rently running serially in McCall's 
and gomes out in book form May 
24. 

Miss Field, who died seven weeks 
ago, was author of ‘Ali This and 
Heaven Too.’ She was at one time 
a reader in Par’s eastern story de- 
partment. 

Fox’s 3 Journalism Awards 


In line with efforts of all com- 
panies to snare top writing talent 
coming cut of the nation’s colleges, 
20th-Fox Monday (11) handed six- 
month pacts to three students at 
Columbia University’s graduate 
School of Journalism. Contracts 
were awarded by Dean Carl Acker- 
man as special scholarship awards. 

The three were among a large 
group of journalism students who 
attended a six-weeks course on film 
scripting by Morrie Ryskind, hime- 
self a former Columbia stud Win- 
ners are Nancy Wintner, New York; 
George Root, Jr., Portland, Ore.; and 
Tom W. Bridges, Jr., Shreveport, La. 
They take up at Fox June 1. 





Other Story Buys 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Monogram bought ‘Nearly 18,’ by 
Louis Apple. 

Sam Lindenstein sold ‘Secret Base’ 
and “Three Dots and a Dash’ to Ed- 
ward Finney Productions. 

Lester Cutler bought “The Yanks 
Are Coming,’ by Lou Pollock and 
Harry Ruby, for independent pro- 
ducti' e . 

Arnold Pressburger bought ‘To- 
morrow Never Comes’ from Frank 
Capra. 

‘A Far Off Music,’ by Ursula Par- 
rott, bought by 2Uth-Fox to be filmed 
as ‘Army Wife.’ 

Monogram acquired ‘Kelly of the 
U. S. A,’ war yarn, by Wallace Peter- 
son. 

Sidney Sheldon and Ben Roberts 
sold their yarn, ‘Amateur Bride,’ to 
20th-Fox. 





FOX BOARD MEETS THURS. 


Twentieth-Fox board of directors 
is scheduled to meet tomorrow 
(Thursday ), it being listed as a regue 
lar monthly session. 

Action on dividends is possible but 





not likely until the June meeting. 


, Routine business is scheduled with 
ino pact signatures or new names to 


ve acted on by the directorate. 
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News and Gossip About the Production 


and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 








Paratunes Plenty Hep; Billed On PASSES WWM. 


Hit Parade, Juke Lists, Air Faves 





The fine hand of Buddy De- 


Sylva, with his background of 
Broadway musical successes, is 
seen- by some in Paramount’s 


record streak of hit film tunes of 
recent weeks. Whatever the cause, 
Paramount has been clicking regu- 
larly—with songs high up, week 
after week, on the Hit Parade list, 
the ‘Coin Machine Best Sellers’ list, 
the ‘Most Played on the Nets’ list, 
and the ‘Sheet Music Best Sellers’ 
list. In other words, on the solid 
hit list. 

‘Fleet's In’ tunes made and are 
making outstanding records. ‘Tan- 
gerine’ has been in the top ten on 
the jukes for six weeks, and ‘I Re- 
member You’ is coming up after a 
four week stay. Air plug list last 
week showed ‘Tangerine’ seventh, 
‘Not Mine’ and ‘I Remember Yow’ 
all represented high up. ‘I Re- 
member You’ has been on the Hit 
Parade four weeks. 

‘Sweater Girl,’ current Para- 
mount sixth block release, has had 
two tunes on top for many weeks. 
‘I Don’t Want to Walk Without 
You’ has been on the Hit Parade 
list for eleven successive weeks, 
and on the list of juke favorites for 
nine weeks. Torchy tune ‘I Said 
No’ has been on the juke lists for 
eleven weeks but misses the radio 
lists because the networks, afraid 
of its lyrics, said no, 

The ‘Forest Rangers’ tune, ‘Jingle 
Jangle Jingle’ will get its air send- 
off tomorrow ,night on the NBC 
Red, when the Merry Macs will in- 
troduce it on the Kraft Music Hall 
program (9 pm. EWT). At the 
same time, word from the Coast 
indicates that a flock of tunes from 
the forthcoming ‘Priorities of 1942’ 
are ready for launching, with at 


vi 








FDR Likes ‘Reap’ 


President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt and Ccl. Darryl Zanuck— 
among others—found ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ absorbing at a 
Washington screening, accord- 
ing to Eleanor Roosevelt in her 
column, ‘My Day.’ 

‘For the first time in many 
months the President saw a 
movie, ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’’ 
Mrs. Roosevelt started her col- 
umn May 1. ‘It was certainly 
exciting enough to take his 
mind off everything that had 
been happening during the day. 
Mr. John Bergen, who is in 
charge of the Hollywood Cara- 
van, was with us and ‘fa? 
Colonel Zanuck, so the picture 
certainly had a critical audi- 
ence, and everyone found it ab- 
sorbing.’ 








least two of them almost certain 
Hit Parade clicks. They will be 
held back until a short time prior 
to picture release, for maximum 
ticket-selling help. 

Meanwhile « big lineup of Irving 
Berlin hits for the picture ‘Holiday 
Inn’ will soon start getting the 
plugs, along with tunes from ‘Road 
to Morocco’ and the forthcoming 
‘Happy Go Lucky.’ Incidentally, 
two special ‘Hutton sty!c’ numbers 
have been written for the latter by 
Frank Loesser and Frank McHugh. 
They are ‘He Says Murder—He 
Says’ and ‘The Fuddy-Duddy 
Watchmaker.’ 


SELL TICKETS TO FREEDOM. 











“a [ PREDICTS VICTORY—FOR EXHIBS, 700! 











aera $3 


Dr. Josef Ranald, palmist, inspects Dorothy Lamour’s pinkies and an- 
nounces she has Hollywood’s ‘most typical Hands of Victory.’ 


Seance 


took place in New York in the presence of (1. to r.) E. W. Hammons, 
producer; Hugh Owen, Paramount District Manager; Joseph Philipson, 
home office official, and Hugh Braly, district manager, Hammons prcduced 
the Ranald feature short soon to be released by Paramount and titled— 


by strange coincidence—Hands of Victory.’ 


Exhibs who book ‘Beyond 


the Blue Hor.zon’ as well as Treasury Dept. officials who watched 
Dorothy collect $50,000,000 in War Bond sales, will find nothing startling 
in her new title as owner of outstanding ‘Victory Hands.’ 


BY HEFTY MARGIN 


Seven Dates Out of Seven 
Show Grosses Running 20 
to 180°% Above Sensational 
Take of Last DeMille Epic; 
Set Special Sales Plan for 
Maximum Returns 





PRICE TILT A ‘MUST’ 





Paramount’s decision to release 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ for bookings 
only at advanced admission prices, 
announced last week by Neil Agnew 
at the New City sales meeting, was 
amply justified by reports of grosses 
received this week. 

In seven ‘Reap’ dates out of seven 
since the record runs in New York 
and Los Angeles, the DeMille epic 
was bringing in the sheaves at a rate 
which put it beyond comparison with 
any picture this year—and perhaps 
with any DeMille picture since ‘King 
of Kings.’ 

Grosses are shading last year’s 
topper, ‘North West Mounted Police,’ 
by as much as 180 percent, the fig- 
ure for the first week at the Gloria, 
Charleston. ‘Reap’ moved from the 
Gloria to the Victory in Charleston, 
and the carryover week presented 
the same picture—topping ‘Mounted’ 
by a heavy edge. 

First week of ‘Reap’ at the Norva 
theatre, Norfolk, took a gross 40 
percent above ‘Mounted.’ Second 
week was even stronger, with the 
first four days showing a gross two 


‘Mounted.’ 


‘Mounted’ by 15% in its second week. 
Same margin was held by the first 


Majestic, Houston. 

In the Florida 
ville, first week’s ‘Reap’ business was 
a socko 50% above ‘N.W.M.P.’ 
Metropolitan, Boston, opened ‘Reap’ 
to a take equalling the terrific 
Thanksgiving Day opening of ‘North 
West Mounted,’ and continued at 
that pitch, Richmond booking 
showed again how the picture builds 
—first week ran 15% above ‘N.W. 
M.P.,’ while the second week ran 20% 
over, 


City Music Hall displayed the same 
phenomenon. During the picture’s 
second week, business was up day- 
for-day over the first Easter Week 
opening business. Nine weeks in 
Los Angeles, day-and-dating at the 
L. A. Paramount and the Paramount, 
Hollywood, also demonstrated that 
the picture opens big and builds. 

All dates to date have been on an 
advanced admission basis, and the 
strong returns—plus letters from ex- 
hibs and circuit heads everywhere 
following trade screenings—led to 
the upped-price-only decision an- 
nounced by Agnew last week. Close 
watch and cooperation will be given 
by the home office to see that every 
booking gets the best possible adver- 
tising and promotion sendoff. A good 
idea of the best way to handle the 
picture has been obtained by inten- 
sive field work on the first nine 
bookings. 





TOMORROW—the Industry’s Army 
and Navy Emergency Relief audi- 
} Mce drive opens. Are you signed? 














WHAT’S COOKIN’? 





‘REAP’ YEAR'S TOP GROSSER- 








Freeman Tells ’Em, 
And How They Love 
What He Dishes Up! 









Many Set for 


Paramount heads into the new 
season with a record Jineup of top 
properties in production or ready 
to start, ¥Y. Frank Freeman, vice- 
president in charge of production, 
told sales meeters at New City last 
week, Sked for coming months 
puts added emphasis on the biggies, 
with many set for Technicolor. 

Eighteen pictures are in work or 
completed, Freeman disclosed, and 








and a half times a similar period for | 


week’s engagement of ‘Reap’ at the / musicals 





‘Reap’s’ five weeks at the Radio|} 


and 
theatre, Jackson- | 


three more are preparing. Four 
top properties set for color are the 
| Ernest Hemingway best-seller ‘For 


Business at the Warfield theatre,| Whom the Bell Tolls’; the Cosmo- 
San Francisco, showed ‘Reap’ topping | politan novel by Thelma Strabel 


‘The Forest 
and the pair of super 
‘Star-Spangled Rhythm’ 
‘Happy Go Lucky.’ Several 
more including Daphne DuMaur- 
ier’s ‘Frenchman’s Creek,’ are being 
considered for tint. 

‘Forest Rangers’ is among com- 
pleted pix. Others ready include 
the Hope-Crosby-Lamour ‘Road to 
Morocco’; the Preston Sturges 
comedy ‘Palm Beach Story’ (cast 
includes Claudette Colbert, Joel 
McCrea, Mary Astor, Rudy Vallee); 
Paramount’s first Rene Clair pic- 
ture, based on a Thorne Smith 


(who wrote ‘Reap’), 
Rangers’ 


Y. Frank Freeman, Par’s v.p. in charge of production, is shown in inset 
above as he and others donned chef’s regalia at the beefsteak which 
marked the New City sales meet last week. Trio attending, below, are 
Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor and Neil Agnew. 


Record List of B’way Hits, Best-Sellers; 


Production in Technicolor 





novel, ‘I Married a Witch’ (Fred- 
ric March, Veronica Laké); ‘Silver 
Queen,’ a Harry Sherman special 
with George Brent and Priscilla 
Lane, and Preston Sturges’ ‘Great 
Without Glory,’ starring McCrea 
and Betty Field. 


Soon to roll are the Moss Hart 
hit ‘Lady in the Dark,’ and ‘Let's 
Face It,’ Cole Porter tunefest to 
star Bob Hope, as well as the three 
Techni biggies mentioned above. 

‘Wake Island,’ Paramount’s salute 
to the Marine heroes who faced the 
brunt of America’s first taste of 
war, is in production and getting 
top handling—which will continue 
right on down through release. 

Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday Inn,’ co- 
starring Bing Crosby and Fred As- 
taire, is in the can. Others ready- 
ing for release include the best- 
seller, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat’ (Ray 
Milland and Betty Field); ‘The Ma- 
jor and the Minor’ (Ginger Rogers 
and Milland), and “The Glass Key,’ 
Dashiell Hammett best-seller. Pre- 
paring are ‘Botany Bay,’ Nordoff 





and Hall Satevepost serial; ‘Storm,’ 
George Stewart's best seller, and 
‘You Go Your Way,’ Katherine 


Brush best-seller. 
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90,000,000 Fans 


Continued from page 7 


5% increase in attendance, 
ee weekly attendance at about 
90,000,000 people, which is confirmed 
py the admission tax lineup. 

Present admission tax is figured 
currently to be running at $132,000,- 
000 per year, ,$70,000,000 of this be- 
ing what was obtained under the 2lc 
limit and $62,000,000 what the Treas- 
ury Department estimated would be 
obtained additionally under the new 
9c exemption limit. This represents 
$1,320,000,000 gross business from all 
amusements. 

Other Amusements 


Picture officials figure that $120,- 
000,000 of this covers legit theatres 
and other amusements like concerts, 
the few amusement parks charging 
admission and spectator sports such 
as football and baseball. Thus, pic- 
ture theatre gross biz is estimated at 
about $1,200,000,000 or approximately 
4.800,000,000 patrons per year (on 
the basis of 23-25c as the average ad- 
mission). This makes 92,300,000 as 
the average weekly attendance at 
the nation’s cinemas. 

While other amusements charging 
an admittance fee may claim they 
represent more than the $1,320,000,000 
gross business, conservative figures 
place all such amusements outside 
the motion picture theatres at 10% 
of the total. 

Although the weekly figure show- 
ing in excess of 92,000,000 attending 
U.S. cinemas in a 7-day period may 
seem considerably larger than ex- 
pected, it is based on what is counted 
on as the actual full year’s admission 
tax revenue under the new align- 
ment that counts everything above 
9c. It is pointed out that this does 
not mean 92,000,000 different people 
attend picture shows each week, 
certain communities obviously show- 
ing up.attendance of two and three 
times weekly by the same person. 
What is considered most likely is 
that this attendance mark represents 
between 55,000,000 and 60,000,000 per- 
sons, with repeat attendance being 
represented by around 32,000,000 
people, 

Something that has been over- 
looked by many exhibitors is that 
the current Federal tax is not exact- 
ly a straight 10% but is a taxation 
of Ic on every 10c or fraction there- 
of. Industry experts estimate that 
the average tax runs around 11% 
since some types of admission will 
be a straight 10% while others will 
run from 104% to a little over 13%. 
Thus on a 35¢ admission, the 4c tax 
represents a rate of about 10.4%. 


Gov't Films 


Continued from page 5, 























if there are any profits, which some 
consider doubtful. Results of the 
Theatres Division meeting were un- 
der discussion in the afternoon. 

Objections have been voiced by 
some theatre interests to the profits 
that producers woild make from 
commercial release of patriotic films, 
such as the 26 shorts based on sub- 
jects suggested by Méllett. Dissat- 
isfaction has also been expressed 
over the handling of priorities prob- 
lems, with some industry men try- 
ing to take matters into their own 
hands. 

Feeling is tha’ the WAC should 
act for the industry as a whole in 
a matter such as the Mellett pictures 
so that all branches of the industry 
would have an opportunity to give 
views. 

Meeting was held yesterday (Tues- 
day) at which heads of various 
WAC committees were slated to be 
present including Barney Balaban, 
George J. Schaefer, Joe Bernhard, 
Harry Brandt and hers. There is 
One proposal, which has been dis- 
cussed, to underwrite certain types 
of patriotic pictures by. a special cor- 
poration, with profits to go to vari- 
ous wartime charitable organizations. 
Some other plan may, of course, be 
worked out. 

Through the .7AC an effort is to 
be made to handle patriotic shorts 
for commercial release on some basis 
which would meet with the approval 
of exhibitors, Meantime exhibitors 
in some territories have also ex- 
pressed objections to high percent- 
ages asked by distributors for feat- 
ure length productious with patriotic 
themes. These captious exhibs call 
it ‘patriotic profiteering,’ Because 
some of Film Coordinator Mellett’s 
short subject ideas are to be used in 
features has increased complaints 
that producer-distributors are getting 
story ideas and cooperation of Gov- 
ernment services, such as the Army 
and Navy, on which they are capital- 
izing. Producers, on the other hand, 


patriotic films, some of which are 


high budgeters, and contend the ren- 


tals are justified. 
Restrictions Regardless 


Handling of priorities situation 
through the WAC is another prob- 
lem on which attention has been 
sharply focused. ‘Though film pro- 
duction and exhibition have been de- 
clared ‘essential,’ the industry re- 
mains subject to numerous restric- 
tions despite all effc-ts of the WAC. 
No attention is apparently being paid 
by the War Production Board to the 
lengthy study of the industry’s war 
material needs compiled by the 
WAC. The adoption of the Produc- 
tion Requirements Plan for all 
American industries, under which 
specific applications must be made 
by the studios for materials, has 
nullified a major proportion of the 
advantages which the film industry 
might have enjoyed as an ‘essential’ 
industry. 

In his first report, issued last week, 
on the industry’s war activities, 
Francjs Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the WAC, states that 
‘If the decentralization plan for the 
WPB is carried out, various-branches 
of the industry will be able to estab- 
lish working relationships within 
their respective areas. If almost 
daily clearances in Washington con- 
tinue to be necessary, then the Hol- 
lywood studios, and perhaps other 
branches of the motion picture in- 
dustry as well, need the full time 
of an expert in critical materials and 
in purchasing to handle the WPB 
applications. Harmon adds that 


‘The work of the WAC in this area 
has been completed.’ 





Prima Donnas 


Continued from page 5 


the WPB so that criticisms could be 
offered. Among those seeing the 
proposed regulation were members 
of the Consumers Durable Goods 
Division, with whom the film indus- 
try had contact. No exception was 
taken to the regulation because 
there was not the slightest suspicion 
it was intended to include sets. 


Pro Tem Relief 

Temporary relief has already been 
granted by the WPB which permits 
studios to purchase up to $5,000 in 
new materials for sets for each pic- 
ture instead of limiting each studio 
to purchase of $5,000 materials in all. 
The $5,000 limit on other construc- 
tion includes labor costs, while in 
studio sets the labor cost is not. in- 
cluded in the ceiling. Studios are 
also permitted to use any materials 
they have on hand, without limita- 
tion. 

Producer reps are seeking com- 
plete exemption from the $5,000 ceil- 
ing ,however, on grounds it would 
hamper production of high budget 
product. The WPB has reportedly 
received thousands of requests from 
various other industries, also asking 
relief from this regulation. If grant- 
ing exemption to pictures, WPB of- 
ficials figure they might be creating 
a precedent. 





Calis for Ingenuity 
Washington, May 12. 


More ingenuity will be required in 
Hollywood to get around War Pro- 
duction Board limitations on con- 
struction but fears the restrictions 
on critical materials would mean 
only $5,000 could be spent by any 
producer in a 12-month period for 
sets were dissipated Wednesday (6) 
by telegrams relaxing the national 
policy designed to conserve building 


supplies. 
Blanket permission was tele- 
graphed by J. S. Knowlson, WPB 


director of industry operations, after 
series of conferences on suggestions 
and requests submitted two weeks 
before by the producer branch ad- 
visory committee. 

The order, which is by no means 
as embracing as the studio gang 
wanted, foreshadows some special 
consideration for films when the en- 
tire industry goes under the Produc- 
tion Requirements Plan, necessitat- 
ing quarterly estimates of the 
amounts of various commodities 
needed for operations and WPB per- 
mission to use the contemplated 
volumes. It also gives new hope 
the WPB will allow legitimate thea- 
tres and film houses presenting stage 
shows more leeway in obtaining ma- 
terials for settings. Doubted, how- 
ever, if the WPB will make such a 
broad concession for theatres, al- 
though it is realized some provision 
must be made*for houses which sink 
considerable sums in productions 
that are washed out in a _ short 
period. 

While the WPB lifted restrictions 
threatening to ha:nstring production, 
drastic economies still will be re- 





are placing topflight talent in their 


quired in Hollywood and the pooling | 





of resources stimulated. Federal 
officials expect studios to swap fixed 
sets—though the production spokes- 
men, when this was suggested at the 
WPB huddles, screamed loudly that 
this cannot be worked out and re- 
peated use of familiar scenes will not 
satisfy the public—and engage in 
more intensive salvaging of build- 
ing materials. 


| Picture Grosses | 


Hts Continued from page 10 














SEATTLE 


quite good, but not enough to hold 
or move. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—‘Remember Pear] Harbor’ (Rep) 
and ‘Kid Kansas’ (U) and vaude. 
Rebust $7,500. Last week, ‘Paris Call- 
ing’ (U) and stage show, moderate 
$6,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Hen- 
ry, Dizzy’ (Par) (2d wk). Big $7,300 
in eight days in second session. Last 
week, same two, wonderful $13,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 
‘Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘Bed Time 
Story’ (Col) (2d run). Good $2,800. 
Last week (30-40-58), ‘Spoilers’ (U) 
and ‘Mississippi Gamblers’ (U) (4th 
wk), ‘big $3,300. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col) (3d run). Good $2,700. Last 
week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) (3d run), big 


‘Twin Beds’-Wayne King 
Big $17,000 Tops Mpls.; 
‘Bionde’ Whammy 116 


Minneapolis, May 12. 

Two terrific attractions, ‘My Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ at State offering, and 
the Orpheum’s Wayne King, are 
causing a loop traffic congestion. 
Bob Hope, star of ‘Blonde,’ already 
a favorite here, helped his picture 
because in town with the ‘Hollywood 
Caravan,’ 

Two pictures, ‘Shores of Tripoli’ 
and ‘Ball of Fire’ are in third down- 
town weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Unseen Enemy’ (Col) and ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO), En route to oke $1,800 
in five days. Last week, ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Strange Case 
Dr. Rx’ (U), tremendous $3,300. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Moved here after big fortnight at 
State. Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Ball 
Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk), good $4,500 
after nice $8,000 Orpheum week, 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Dan- 
gerously Live’ (WB). Stretching 
toward mild $2,500. Last week, ‘Van- 
ishing Virginian’ (M-G), mild $2,600. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55 )— 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and Wayne King’s 
orchestra and acts on stage. Even 
the handicap of a weak supporting 
picture can’t keep King, a local fa- 
vorite, from delivering. Looks like 
$17,000, plenty big for this late in 
season. Last week, ‘Through Night’ 
(WB), good $7,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 20-40-50)—‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par), Proving itself 
boxoffice dynamite. Bob Hope’s 
presence -here with ‘Victory Cara- 
van’ over weekend helped. Nifty 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
(20th) (2d wk), good $7,200 on top 
of neat $10,500 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Re- 
member Day’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing, good $3,500. Last 
= ‘Woman Year’ (M-G), big $4,- 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50} 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk). Moved 
here from Orpheum and Century. 
Trim $2,200. Last week, ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ (Indie) (2d wk), mild 
$1,500 after light $1,000 first week. 


What’s What at Ensineers 
Conv. on Coast a Secret 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Dedicated efforts of motion picture 
research laboratories, engineers and 
manufacturers to the war aim pre- 
vented announcement of any major 
achievements for motion picture 
technique at the 5lst semi-annual 
convention of the Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers at the Roosevelt 
hotel last week. 

Program of 10 technical sessions 
was mainly devoted to a general 
symposium on the technic of studio 
production, with papers by studio 
technicians and engineers covering 
their respective fields. Registration 
of around 200, with about 30 mem- 
bers in from the east, was claimed 
as satisfactory under existing war 
conditions. 

SMPE board of governors voted 
to restrict future conventions to one 
a year for the duration, following 
fall session of 1942 which will be 
held in New York and limited to 
three days 














Inside Stuff —Pictures 





Johnston on David O. Selznick. 


according to Johnston. Habit 


Johnston also mentions Selznick’s 
to hours or years, night or day. 


aware of the Japanese menace. 


Amusements section of the War 


work wherever possible. 


Custodians, Inc., which permits this 
classroom purposes. 


Film has been self-sustaining. 


Film rights to the title, ‘Angel 
clared Monday (11). 


porary stymie. 
by Traube. 


Two-year provision 


credited to Herman Rifkin, Boston 





‘The Great Dictater’ is the title of next week’s SEPost piece by Alva 
It recounts principally—and seemingly 
out of proportion to his other activities—-Selznick’s fondness for dictating 
thousands of words of deadly serious’ memos to all associated with him. He 
dictated more than 1,500,000 words of memos during the filming of ‘GWTW,’ 
is attributec 
started work for his father, Lewis J. Selznick, he was so young he could 
get little attention in conferences and took refuge at a typewriter. 


to the fact that when he 


well known lack of sense of time—as 


‘The clock is an unsuccessful invention, 
as far as he is concerned,’ declares the writer. 

No doubt somewhat to the surprise of prez Ed Rafiery, v.p. Grad Sears 
and Selznick’s three co-owners in United Artists,‘Johnston states that the 
producer is ‘now reorganizing’ the company. 





Although offered to all five American newsreels, only Paramount News 
used the Lawrence Impey, British war correspondent interview last week. 
Impey was interviewed in Australia and, as customary, the Aussie govern- 
ment made the material available to all U. S. reels. Understood that some 
newsreels did not use it because they did not think it particularly well 
done, but Par obviously included it because calculated to wipe out any 
apathy towards war in this country. 

Impey bluntly related developments on various fronts throughout the 
South Pacific where he had served. The apathy in different countries 
invaded—feeling that no successful invasion could come even if attempted 
—impressed him most. Mistreatment of people in conquered nations and 
rape of Chinese women were included in his camera interview. Film of- 
ficials who saw the Paramount subject claim it made audiences acutely 





Production Board’s Services branch, 


now headed by Christopher J. Dunphy, has a number of functions. Branch 
is to act as a clearing house for problems affecting more than 2,900,000 
service institutions in. the U. S., including processing priority applications ° 
from the various service industriese and assisting in conversion to war 


It is understood that Harold Hopper, president of Cinema Mercantile 
of Hollywood, was one of candidates for the Dunphy spot. Hopper came 
east from Hollywood but did not get the appointment. 
several of the majors, Warners in particular, were sponsoring Hopper 
and some disappointment was felt in those quarters that he was passed 
up. Dunphy is a former Paramount man. 


From accounts 





New pact has been signatured by major companies with Teaching Film 


organization to use oldie pictures for 


TFC is a non-profit organization formed by the film 
business to keep a steady supply of educational subjects, edited from regu- 
lar theatrical shorts, for educational institutions of the U. S. Teaching 


Under the new contract, a committee representing the major companies 
and educational group will start looking at available subjects some time 
this month so that they can be readied for classroom distribution. 





Street,’ current Broadway legit hit, 


won't be available for two years, producer Shepard Traube’s office de- 
United Artists recently purchased from Columbia 
for $110,000 American remake rights to ‘Gaslight,’ English picture on the 
story of which ‘Angel Street’ is based. 

UA can’t use the ‘Angel Street’ title without Traube’s okay and Traube 
can’t sell his play adaptation to any other company, so there’s a tem- 


on use of the title is a new wrinkle 





Solitary film stock transaction during the month of February was 


director of Monogranr Pictures Corp. 


Purchase of 500 shares of $1 par common was registered to the Bostonian’s 
account by the Securities & Exchange Commission in its report of February 
stock transactions released last week. Rifkin was reported as holding 
10,018 shares of the stock at the month’s end. 











New York Theatres 











2ND WEEK : 
BETTE DAVIS 


IN A WARNER BROS. HIT 


“In This Our Life” 


In Person 


JIMMY DORSEY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 














Rita Victor 
HAYWORTH s MATURE 


“MY GAL SAL” 


IN TECHNICOLOB 


Plus a Big ROXY ith Ave. 








Stage Show & Sth st. 


Held Over 2nd Fun Week 


BUD Lou 
ABBOTT @ COSTELLO 


in M-G-M’s Great Musical 








“RIO RITA” 


CAPITOL fii 


Exhib Defeats Anti-Pix 
Minister for Mayoralty 


DeLeon, Texas, May 12. 

M. D. Stewart, owner of the Texas 
here elected mayor of this small city. 
He defeated a preacher with one of 
the largest followings in the city. 
Pastor announced as part of his 
platform that he was against Sunday 
shows and for a general cleanup of 
the city. 

Stewart won by a majority of 
about six to one, stated that he had 
no intention of entering politics but 
did so to protect his business in- 











vestment. 


RADIO 
cITx 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“SABOTEUR” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















<MOONTIDE” | 


sarisrs RIVOLI “ois 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
Starts Thurs. May (4 


Fredrie MARCH 
Loretta YOUNG 


‘BEDTIME STORY’ 











* 


LOEW’S 
Times 


STATE ‘se. 


LAST TIMES WED. 


“COURTSHIP OF 
ANDY HARDY” 
In Person 
Ken MURRAY 
Diesa COSTELLO 
Morten DOWNEY 








In Person 
Arthur TREACHER 
BENNY DAVIS 
and Hie New 
STAR DUST Revue 

















VERONICA ROBERT ‘ PERSON 
LAKE * PRESTON wooby 
y HERMAN 

AN® SAND 


a (#2) INK SPOrs 
PARAMOUNT 





‘:PALACE::..:: 
° 47th St 


STARTS TOMORROW 
“TO THE SHORES 
OF TRIPOLI” 


| and 
“SING YOUR WORRIES AWAY” 
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Wouldn't it be wonderful if you could get 
rd aX Wm of-Yo) o}C-B b aM Zolvt am al-d lef al oles d alololo ME ComE-shameCoh fal 
PbaQommncit-¥iq- Mar Wm ceX=sitlo} c-batolbbe: Mie) am-VeGm dal- Mm ob Kel abba -s— 
you're going to play this week, next week and 
the week after that? 


One sweet dreanm...that's what this business 
would be... 


OS i Allo ONIONS 


Bet can't do it. Nobody can. Not in your 
t any town. 


a 


Li too complicated. Too many things 
going on. Other men are angling for the 
amusement dollar too. 


But this you can Fe 


B 


Reach out in every direction with adver- 
ising Spread he 1" i de | far “A 
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WAR SOBERS 


N. A.B. M 





V'T ASKING | 
MORE RADIO AID 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
Cleveland, May 12. 
Broadcasters are expected to give 


more than radio time and radio fa- 
cilities to the Government's war ef- 
fort, They are expected to give their 
personal time and the benefit of their 
brain, heart and 20 years of experi- 
ence. 

This was the essence of what the 
20th convention of the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters heard at its first 
day’s luncheon from Archibald Mac- 
Leish, director of the Office of Facts 
and Figures. He added ‘it is up to 
the broadcasters to accomplish what 
you and we agree ought to be done. 

Making it crystal clear that this 
was a challenge to the ingenuity of 
the radio industry, MacLeish also 
acknowledged that, in the haste of 
getting things organized and rolling, 
there had been a neglect of certain 
over-all considerations—presumably 
the items of strategy and imagina- 
tion -—- but again and again he 
stressed, so that no misunderstanding 
could be left in the minds of the 
radio industry, that all broadcasters 
were being asked ‘for the perform- 
ance of a job’ and that this was no 
‘mere mechanical job.’ 

Calls for Action 

He agreed that Government men 
must not expect from radio what 
they have not asked for, but on the 
other hand the broadcasters must not 
sit back and wait for directives no- 
body in Washington has any inten- 
tion of issuing. MacLeish’s whole 
appeal was to the Yankee resource- 
fulness and go-getting spirit of the 
men who, in commercial matters, 
boast they can sell anything to any- 
body. 

P In simple clear terms, which re- 
peated ‘What you all already know,’ 
MacLeish ‘definitely sounded the seri- 
ous keynote of the convention. The 
implications of his remarks, his 





shortening the war and the unim- 
portance of all else, cut sharply 
through all lesser trade problems. 
War’s Sobering Effect 

It was because of the obvious grim 
truthfulness of this fact that an at- 
mosphere of unaccustomed N. A. B. 
sobriety of attitude and behaviour 
prevails this year. This looks like it 
may be at long last the N. A. B. con- 
vention at which nobody insults any- 


Cause For Gloom 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Cause of considerable de- 
pression among some delegates 
at the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters convention was what 
they consider the failure of the 
networks to dig up new national 
accounts. Present tendency of 
nets to raid one another’s sched- 
ules, producing a general shuf- 
fiing of programs, is disquieting 
to affiliates, especially as many 
of such deals have lately been 
accompanied by rumors concern- 
ing time brackets and discount 
manipulations. 

One big exception, of course, 
is the General Motors deal of 
CBS, which created some 
counteracting optimism. 


DEPT. STORES 
STILL CANT 
SEE RADIO 


Cleveland, May 12. 

The N.A.B. department store clinic 
Monday afternoon was well attended 
to hear Richard Meybohm, of Na- 
tional Retail Dry Goods _ Assn.; 
Barclay Newell, of Taylor Store, 
Cleveland; Edgar Rice, of Polsky 
Store, Akron, and James W. Petty, 
of Pogue Store, Cincinnati. They 
frankly stated that radio had not 
convinced them as an advertising 
medium able to compete with news- 
papers, but were still open minded. 


One southern broadcaster who got 
sarcastic about radio having done 
okay without department § stores, 
drew an apology to the guest speak- 
ers from fellow broadcasters, who 
thanked the merchandisers for their 
frankness. 




















Willams Shaving Cream 
Committed to Blue Web 





Williams Shaving Cream has com- 
mitted itself to returning to its Mon- 
day night half-hour on the Blue Net- 
work Sept. 14 and remaining until 





body. It will be remembered in the 
future as the industry’s first wartime 
convention, and as the convention 
whose ointment, Chairman James 


Dec. 28. It will decide later whether 
the program will continue to be 
‘True or False.’ Williams takes its 


summer vacation June 29. 
There is a_ possibility of some 
other account in the J. Walter 





Lawrence Fly, of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, refused to 
receive. 


The absent chairman was much in 
the conversation of the broadcasters 
and he was also the central figure 
around which revolved many con- 
vention rumors, the most romantic of 
which reported the industry as de- 
termined to exploit its ability to get 
along congenially with Archibald 
MacLeish and other government 
Officials, so, that by contrast, Fly 
might seem, or so it was hoped, ill- 
natured and unchummy. 

Patriotic Note 

The convention definitely had a 
war colorations at Monday’s (11) 
luncheon addressed by MacLeish. 
Lights were extinguished to play 
spotlight on American flag stirred by 
an artificial breeze, while in the bal- 
cony a cornet played the National 
Anthem and the audience sang. 

Portraits of President Roosevelt 
and General MacArthur were simul- 
taneously undraped earlier at the 
morning sessions, Colonel R. Ernst 
Dupuy, speaking for Major General 
A. D. Surles, who cancelled out, and 
Captain Leland Lovett, substituting 
for Rear Admiral A. J. Hepburn, 
gave off-the-record illustrations from 
recent history on the importance of 
conservative operations in the matter 
of news broadcasts. Major General 
F. G. Beaumont-Nesbitt, of the Brit- 
ish Army Staff, added similar re- 
Marks concerning British experience 
in keeping valued data from the 
enemy, 

Crisp military speaking style of 
the Americans drew several laughs. 





Thompson agency taking over the 


| program and the spot for the sum- 


mer. 


WMCA NAMES CARLEY 
NEW SALES BALLY HEAD 


WMCA, New York, got a new sales 





|promotion head this week, William 


F. Carley moving into that spot from 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., where he was 
publicity and exploitation manager. 

Carley takes the post vacated 
when Maxwell Dane moved up as 
account executive in the sales de- 
partment. Lucy Tole, assistant on 
sales promotion, continues under 
Carley. 





Alimony Blues 


Chicago, May 12. 

Fred Kress, radio writer and actor, 
heard on ‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse,’ 
NBC, is actually in the doghouse 
now. 

Circuit Judge Thomas J. Lynch 
placed him there. As a result of di- 
voree, Kress is forced to pay $350 
per month for support of wife and 
two children. , 








ing the Briton, for whom the audi- 
ence rose in spontaneous respect to 
an ally. 

Earl J. Glade, of KSL, Salt Lake 
City, closed this session on a strongly 





All were favorably received, includ- 


religious note. 


From Sept. 14 to Dec. 28: 


HERSHEY PUTS 
NIX ON RADIO 
EXEMPTION 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Meeting of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters here this morning 
(Tuesday) on ‘Priorities, Men and 
Materials’ was addressed by Brig. 
Gen, Lewis B. Hershey, director of 
Selective Service. He told the dele- 
gates, that, as an industry, radio is 
not to enjoy any blanket exemp- 
tions for its manpower. 

He referred to a previous state- 
ment of Selective Service, in which 
he frankly acknowledged that pub- 
licity had accomplished the opposite 
effect on the draft board to that 
which the national organization had 
intended. Although he was ap- 
parently referring to Hollywood, he 
was careful not to identify it as 
such. He spoke of it only as ‘an- 
other industry.’ 

Hershey made it clear that local 
draft boards are greatly influenced 
by pubiic opinion, and that the pub- 
lic resents the idea that any indus- 
try can become a ‘dugout or harbor 
for men needed in the war effort,’ 


Marshall Field 
Associate May 


Buy Up WHIP 


Chicago, May 12. 
Dr. George F. Courier, president 
and major stockholder of WHIP, 


Hammond, Ind., intends asking FCC 
permission to relinquish control. 
John W. Clark, miner stockholder 
associated with Marshall Field, is 
mentioned as possible purchaser of 
enough stock for control, with 
Courier retiring to devote full time 
to defense work. 


Doris Keane, the other major 
stockholder, expects an heir and will 
retire. If the FCC okays the plan, 
Clark will assume the presidency, 
with William R. Cline as vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. 














Adrian Murphy Resigns 


Adrian Murphy, executive director 
of CBS television, resigned effective 
yesterday (Tuesday) to become a 
First Lieutenant in the U. S. Signal 
Corps. 

Leonard Hole, manager of tele- 
vision operations for the company, 
succeeds him as acting executive di- 
rector. 


D. C. ‘Comedy’ Service 


Washington, May 12. 

Office for Emergency Manage- 
ment has launched its own com- 
edy service to supply material to 
newspaper and magazine“humor- 
ists, columnists and comic artists, 
as well as to radio comics and 
gag men. Series of jokes, all in- 
tended to clarify Government re- 
strictions and regulations, par- 
ticularly those pertaining to pri- 
orities, is being sent out by 
George H. Lyon, press and pe- 
riodicals chief of the Division 
of Information of the OEM. 

According to the sample issues 
so far, the humor is on the ele- 
mentary side, running toward 
puns, 
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ARMY PROGRAM 
WITH NAMES 
AT NAB. 


Cleveland, May 12. 
Fourteenth episode of the U. S. 





Army’s shortwave program for its 


troops will be profluced and _re- 
corded tomorrow night 


hotel. 

Show will be titled ‘Command 
Performance’ and will be directed 
by Vick Knight. Talent will in- 
clude Al Jolson, Marlene Dietrich, 
Joe E. Lewis, Tommy Riggs, Lt. 
Com. Eddie Peabody, James Wall- 
ington and Kenny Baker. 


Store, With Less to Sell, 
Now Telling Fems How 





To Save What They Have 





With decreasing stocks to sell, 


Bloomirigdale’s department store, N. 


Y., started sponsorship Monday (11) 
of a five-mornings-weekly ‘Women 
and the War’ program on WQXR, 
New York. Show will 


in the home. 


Mrs. Corey, the store’s fashion di- 


rector, will air a 10-minute stanza. 


Some stores have been carrying 
similar conservation theme in news- 


paper ad copy. 


Congress Cigar Buying 


Marschalk & Pratt is making in- 








quiries about spot availabilities in} 


behalf of Congress Cigar Co. 
It has not been decided what form 





this campaign will take. 





Warns Vs. Clear-Channel Stations 
Seeking F avoritism From U.S. 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Meeting late yesterday (Monday) 
of Network Affiliates, Inc., was 
warned by its president, Eugene 
Pulliam, of WIRE, Indianapolis, to 
be on guard against the clear chan- 
nel stations. Regional and local out- 
lets, he urged, should counteract any 
actual or prospective propaganda 
from the 50,000-watters that, under 
any future need to curtail broadcast- 
ing because of war conditions, they 
(the clear channels) could ex- 
clusively perform the job for Uncle 
Sam. 

The companion thought of the 
clear channels, as Pulliam repre- 
sented the matter, i¢ that at the very 
least they should be the last to be 





More N.A.B. Convention 





News on Page 28 





affected by any Governmental reduc- | 


tion in total number of stations in 
operation. 
Scripps Also Sees Threat 

William Scripps, of WWJ, Detroit, 
wired many of the broadcasters at 
the convention urging them to at- 
tend a second meeting late this aft- 
ernoon on the same clear channe! 
threat, 
as the greatest now facing the in- 
dustry. However, he also wanted 
the meeting to consider a second 
problem, namely, the deprival of 
network service to affiliates caught 
in local quarrels with the musicians’ 
union. 

Lt. Col. Ed Kirby, of the U. S. 


Army, has promised to obtain an | 


official statement from his service 
regarding the question of any whole- 
Sale curtailment of radio operations. 
This statement was not available at 
‘Variety’ press time. 


(Wednes- 
day) in Cleveland ss a performance 
in front of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters dinner at the Carter 


present 
Frances Corey to tell housewives 
what not to buy, what to conserve, 
what to do with what they have and 
how women can help the war effort 


He characterized the danger | 





CBS LOBBIED FOR 
NET MEMBERSHIP 


By BEN BODEC 
Cleveland, May 12. 

Many broadcasters thought they 
saw in the adoption of a new by-law, 
permitting networks as such to hold 
direct membership in N.A.B. rather 
than have representation indirectly 
through their owned and managed 
stations, the most significant political 
development in a trade sense of this 
otherwise demure and orderly con- 
vention. Broadcasters who noted 
the large Columbia delegation, head- 
ed by the unfamiliar figure of William 
S. Paley, saw the leadership in this 
by-law change coming from Columbia, 
and they also thought that the move 
tended to put the networks into full 
membership, after all these years, 
at a moment in trade history when 
CBS and NBC are fighting the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 

Those broadcasters who have a 
little or a lot of sympathy with in- 
dependent trade bodies outside 
N.A.B. itself, wondered if the final 
impression might not be thai N.A.B. 
was endorsing the network campaign 
against FCC Chairman James L. Fly 
and his pet theories on regulation. 
The by-law was promptly charac- 
terized by Mutual stations as ‘cer- 
tainly discouraging’ to a return of 
the Mutual stations to N.A.B. 

‘Persecution Complex’ 

Men from CBS and NBC tended 
to answer this point by charging that 
Mutual had a ‘persecution complex’ 
and reacted to any and all develop- 
|ments as ‘if they were designed for 
no purpose except to the hamstring- 
ing of Mutual.’ Mutual rebuttal to 
this is that with NBC, CBS and the 
Blue on the N.A.B. board, Mutual 
would be ‘hopelessly pocketed.’ 

The question is academic, since 
Mutual has been out of the organ- 
ization since last year. NBC has not 
supported the by-law change. 

Others state the questions of net- 
| work membership in the NAB was 
not a case of network manipulation 
of the trade association, but rather 
a recognition that if the networks 
retired and allowed the NAB to be 
a station organization only NAB 
would be. werkened.- A movement 
for harmony has been gathering 
steam recently. 

IRNA Dissolves for Unity 

Eugene Pulliam, of WIRE, Indian- 
| apolis, returned to membership; hav- 








|ing been a leader during the fall 
}and winter of various separation 
|} movements of stations. Typical also 


of this undercurrent was a resolu- 
tion passed yesterday (Monday) 
afternoon by the old Independent 
Radio Network Affiliates, of which 


Sam Rosenbaum, of WFIL, Phila- 
delphia, long was moving spirit. 
delphia, long was moving spirit, 
dissolving that group. ‘War calls 


for unity among us,’ read the IRA 
resolution, adding, ‘The time has 
come for factional organizations to 
terminate for the sake of unity and 
strengthen one organization, the 
NAB.’ 

Apart from the by-law and the 
controversial ‘issue of 2% discounts 
to advertising accounts, which will 
be recommended for industry adop- 
tion under every-~-station-decide-for- 
itself conditions, the conversational 
interest of broadcasters this year 
| centers on scarcity of engineers and 
} equipment. 

Klauber Stronger; Miller ‘Safe’ 

| New rule coming just now, with 
| NBC and CBS fighting the FCC in 
i the courts and with the Sanders bill 
| hearings in Congress centering at- 
| tention on regulatory controversies, 
is expected to strengthen the posi- 
tion of Edward Klauber, of CBS, 
| who is devoting his full time to han- 
dling the whole strategy of the net- 
work’s defense against the anti- 
monopoly proposals. 

Meantime Neville Miller’s jcb as 
paid president of the NAB seems 
safe. Up to press time yesterday 
(Tuesday) there seemed to be no 
real spirit of opposition. The broad- 
casters tended to feel that it would 
be unfair to penalize him for car- 
rying out orders given him by the 
NAB board. 

While the various events were 
quietly in progress at the Statler, 








(Continued on page 55) 
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MBS Votes New Uniform Discount 


Rate, Making Things Simpler For 
Accts. Buying Smaller Hookups 








¥ 


Cleveland, May 12. 

Mutual Board of Directors at meet- 
ing in Hotel Cleveland Sunday (10) 
adopted a new set of uniform dis- 
counts and a revised set of uniform 
time brackets. Principal purpose of 
the discount change was to make it 
simpler for accounts to buy less ex- 
tensive hookups. 


Heretofgre, Mutual discount struc- 
ture favored those who bought un- 
der volume plan a hookup of 70 or 
more stations. But under new dis- 
count setup, the prospective pur- 
chaser of a smaller hookup will 
know explicitly what the network 
rate of discount is on every station 
in the group merely by applying a 
single scale. 

This discount scale provides that 
a unit of 45 minutes will cost 80% 
of an hour rate; half hour, 60% of 
hour rate; 25 minutes, 50% of hour 
rate; 15 minutes, 40% of hour rate; 


e————————_——— 


Blue’s Sustainer Spots 














Cleveland, May 12. 

Blue Network has under con- 
sideration a production policy 
that will make it possible for 
the web’s affiliated stations to 
use the opening minute of Blue 
sustaining programs for spot 
announcements of the affiliates 
own solicitation. 

The opening minute will be 
filled with theme music. 


cen nc eater ce sence Ta serene 








five minutes, 20% of hour rate, and 
in event spot announcements are 
sold, the rate will be 10% of hour 
rate. It makes first time any net- 
work has provided for a one-minute 
rate. 

The outstanding change in Mutual 
time brackets is the establishment of 
a transition rate for period between 
10:30 and 11 pm. Formerly the 
evening rate prevailed from 6 to 11 
p.m. The revised brackets also in- 
clude setting a rate for stretch be- 
tween midnight and 8 am. It will 
be a third night time rate. The Sun- 
day morning rate now applies from 
9 to 1 p.m. Previously that rate 
terminated at noon. 


WAR FEATURES 
WIN AWARDS 


Cleveland, May 12. 

This year’s display of promotional 
material submitted by local stations 
had patriotic emphasis under chair- 
manship of Chick Allison, of WLW, 
Cincinnati. Douglas Meservey of 
Office of Facts and Figures, Frederic 
Gamble of American Ass’n of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, and Paul West of 
Ass’n of National Advertisers, ar- 
rived Sunday (10) to act as judges 
of some 175 entries from 50 stations. 
Awards in four classes received so- 
called W. B. Lewis scrolis as follows: 

Class 1, for effective education of 
radio audience concerning the war 
effort, to WGY, Schenectady, in high- 
power category, plus special mention 
to WOV, New York, for foreign lan- 
guage, and WLW, Cincinnati, for 
news service, regional call going to 








WAAB, Boston, and local WIBX, 
Utica. 

Class 2, for inspiration of radio 
audience to continued support of war 


to KMOX, St. Louis; regional, KGO, 
San Francisco, with no award in low- 
power category. 

Class 3, for aid to Civilian Defense 
activity, high power, WBBM, Chi- 
cago; regional category, KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, with special mention also 
to WEEI, Boston, and local-power 
category to WFPG, Atlantic City. 

Class 4, for advancing broadcast 
advertising super power, to WCCO, 
Minneapolis, and special mentions to 
WLW, Cincinnati, and WOR, New 
York; regional category to WEEI, 
Boston, and no local category award. 





New Partner 
Cleveland, May 12. 
Lang, Fisher & Kirk, Inc., agency 
has changed its corporate name to 
Lang, Fisher Stashower, Inc. 


Conservation Idea 





Cleveland, May 12. 

One suggestion in connection 
with the growing problem of 
technical equipment is for an in- 
dustry-wide 25% reduction of 
power, which would only work 
out in radio mathematics as a 
very slight lessening of actual 
signal but would add months to 
life of transmitter tubes. 

Broadcasters see some prac- 
tical scheme needed for a long 
war, 


M.O.T. GOING 
OVER TO NBC 


‘March of Time’ program leaves 
the Blue network with the June 5 
broadcast. It goes to NBC the fol- 
lowing Thursday (June 11), taking 
10:30 to 11 p.m. spot vacated by the 
Frank Fay-Tums program. 
Understood that this will involve 
a transitional rate. Young & Rubi- 
cam is the agency for M.O.T. 











e 
Eugene Carr, assistant manager of 
WGAR, Cleveland, has been ap- 
pointed an assistant in radio division 
of the Office of Censorship. He re- 
ports in Washington. 


Cleveland, May 12. 
William 8. Paley heads the Co- 
lumbia delegation. Unusual for him 
to attend an N. A. B. convention. 





Ed Klauber, Meff Runyan, Joe 
Ream, Jap Gude, George Dunham 
and John Karol on Saturday night 
train into Cleveland. 





Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p., is 
attending first N.A.B. convention 
after decade with network. 





Cleveland Plain Dealer greeted 
delegates with two-column cut, in 
Sunday issue, of Fred Weber, gen- 
eral manager of Mutual, with which 
Plain Dealer station WHK is affil- 
iated. Caption described Weber as 
‘The Mutual Bombshell’ and pro- 
voked considerable wisecracking at 
convention. Radio editor Bob 
Stephan, of same paper, made it 
clear that Mutual was outside 
N.A.B. and that complete harmony 
did not prevail, 





Phillips Carlin, program v.p. of 
Blue, spent train time drawing up 
more memoranda on radio shows, 
of which he has already launched 
42 new ones since assuming new 
post, 





John Karol got last-minute as- 
signment to make speech today 
(Tuesday) at Listener Activities 
sideshow of N.A.B. convention. 





Joe Ream’s elevation to the 
lege of Cardinals at CBS brought 
him a fancily packaged bottle of 
perfume delivered to train with 
letter signed ‘Your Little Pigeon.’ 





Howard Meighan, of CBS radio 
sales, arrived Sunday night at con- 
vention, his wife having had cea- 
sarian birth night before of daugh- 
ter. Meantime, Leonard Kapnerv, of 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, is a nervous 
daddy-to-be unable to attend. 





Mark Woods, president of Blue, 
and William Paley, president of CBS, 
both on same incoming train, attract- 
ed attention as unprecedented situ- 
ation of two network heads traveling 
at heads of respective contingents. 





Carroll Newton, of B.B.D. & O., 
classified as 1-A by draft board just 
before leaving for Cleveland. Un- 
lucky with the draft board, but 
lucky at poker. : 





Powel Crossley’s small automo- 





It’s effective May 1. 


biles, which never quite got started, 


Tipoff on Axis 





New war program, ‘The Nature of 
the Enemy,’ will be launched soon 
by CBS. It vill be produced by 
Charles Vanda, who already directs 
the network’s ‘They Live Forever’ 
series Sunday nights. 

Various writers will supply the 
scripts. 


Names Relate 


Radio Tasks In 
_ NAB Booklet 


The National Association of Broad- 
casters has distributed a pamphlet 
containing a collection of articles by 
experts which explain the various 
functions from acting to engineering 
in radio, relate the inside on these 
jobs and reveal in some instances 
how the authors got started. Joseph 
L. Miller, the NAB’s director of labor 
relations, edited the publication. 

The bylines in the pamphlet in- 
clude Bing Crosby, Mollie Goldberg, 
Cecil B. DeMille, Edward G. Robin- 
son, Frank E, Pellgrin, George A. 
Mooney, C. L. Thomas and Milton 
Weiner. 


24 WGNers in Service 


Chicago, May 12. 
Three more men depart from 
WGN engineering department for 
armed services. Trio brings station’s 
total to 24 working for Uncle Sam. 
Latest departees are Myron Earl, 
who had been with station for 14 
years; Art Avery an eight-year man, 
and Joe Turner, who served with 

















col- | 


station five years. 





Personalities on N.A.B. Front 





would be a godsend today because 
of gasoline rationing. So specu- 
lated broadcasters in their present 
preoccupation with war uncertain- 
ties, 





Mrs. Howard Lane, of KFBK, 
Sacramento, and Mrs. Keith Kig- 
gins, of Blue Network station re- 
lations, proved couple of sharp lady 
poker players against male oppo- 
sition. 





Red, white and blue lapel badges 
identify delegates this session. Regi- 
stration fee raised to $12, 





Ted Campeau, of CKLW, Windsor, 
Ontario, only broadcaster to arrive 


by boat.. F. Bernard Berk, of WARK, 
Akron, arrived in station wagon 
bearing call letters, and parked 


same outside Statler. 





Alfred McCosker, Mutual board 
chairman, arrived Sunday morning 
and left Sunday night before the 
Mutual meeting had gotten beyond 
the opening comedy transcription 
burlesquing ‘Blues in the Night.’ 

Jack Banner, of WNEW, New 
York, to be joined by Herman Bess 
and station manager Bernice Judis. 








Frank Pellegrin, director of N.A.B. 
broadcast advertising department, 
has one corner of mezzanine re- 
served as loafing space for 
delegation of time buyers and other 
agency people here, Sign marks the 
spot as ‘Ye Olde Transom.’ 





C. E. Arney, Jr., 
urer of N.A.B., 
three weeks 
convention. 


secretary-treas- 
was in Cleveland 
setting the stage for 


Radio branch of United States 
Army Bureau of Public Relations has 
publicity display here that is attract- 
ing much attention, especially film 
‘Safeguarding Military Information’ 
made in Hollywood by Academy. 





Ernest Bushnell left convention 
Monday night (11) to stand by in 
Ottawa, where Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. has a parliamentary in- 
vestigation on its hands. 





Art Dupont, of CBS, Montreal 
office, also attending NAB 





L. B. Wilson, of WCKY, Cincinnati, 
arrived wearing a Victory suit with- 
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Blue Institutes 2%, Discount June 15; 
Web's Sale Off Until End of War 
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Gov’t Miss-outs 


Cleveland, May 12. 

The National Assn. of Broad- 
casters’ convention was disap- 
pointed in the non-appearance 
of four Government spokesmen 
scheduled tc address the dele- 
gates. They included: 

Rear Admiral A. J. Hepburn, 

Maj. Gen. A. D. Surles. 

Joel Dean, fuel rationing 
chief. 

Paul V. McNutt, Federal Se- 
curity Agency head. 


JOSEPH REAM 
UPPED AT CBS 


Joseph R. Ream has been promoted 
from secretary and general attorney 
of CBS to membership on the net- 
work’s general executive staff. 


This executive staff, invested with 
the management and administration 
of Columbia’s radio interests, already 
consisted of Paul W. Kesten, v.p. and 
general manager, Mefford Runyon, 
v.p. and director, and Frank K. 
White, treasurer, 


NOMINATE NEW SLATE 
FOR RADIO EXECS CLUB 


William Maillefert, of the Comp- 
ton agency; Tom Lynch, of the Esty 
agency, and Murray Grabhorn, of 
the Blue network, were nominated 
Wednesday (6) for president of the 
Radio Executives Club at latter’s 
weekly luncheon at the Lexington 
hotel, N. Y. Helen Thomas, of Spot 
Broadcasting, and Linnea Nelson, of 
J. Walter Thompson, were nominated 
for vice-president. Retiring presi- 
dent of REC is John Hymes, of Lord 
& Thomas. 

Beno Middleton, of Radio Sales, 
CBS, and Pau] Frank, of Weed & 
Co., were nominated for secretary. 
Peggy Stone, incumbent, was the 
only nominee for treasurer, Ballots 
were mailed to members and the 
election results will be announced 
at the next meeting, May 20. 


Today’s (Wednesday) meeting was 
cancelled so various members of the 
group could attend the National 
Assn, of Broadcasters convention in 
Cleveland. 


WNYC, N. Y., Reviving 
Qld Corwin Scripts 


Series of programs written by 
Norman Corwin will be revived by 
WNYC, New York’s municipal sta- 
tion, as a half-hour Wednesday 
nights starting May 13. Mitchell 
Grayson, the station’s program head, 
will direct and as far as possible use 
the original casts. 


Included in the Corwin ‘anthology’ 
will be scripts he wrote for ‘Colum- 
bia Workshop’ and his ‘26 by Cor- 
win’ series last summer, but none 
from his ‘This Is War’ show. 


























Gov. Lehman Vetoes Bill 
Aimed to Curb Aliens 


Albany, May 12. 
On the ground it was ‘unnecessary 
in view of the provisions of the 
Federal Communications Act,’ Gov- 
ernor Lehman vetoed the Bucktey 
bill. The legislation would have per- 
mitted radio corporations in New 
York State to prohibit or restrict the 
ownership and exercise of voting 
rights of capital stocks by aliens. 
The measure, introduced in March 
and passed by both houses of the 
Legislature, was aimed at the pos- 
sible control or influence of radio 
stations and communication com- 
panies by enemy aliens. 





McGillvra’s New Outlet 


Station CHOV, Pembroke, Ont., 
has appointed Joseph Hershey Mc- 
Gillvra as its national sales repre- 
sentative. 

E. Gordon Archibald is managing- 
director of the station. 





Cleveland, May 12. 

Affiliates of the Blue network 
were brought up to date on the web's 
sales programming and operational 
progress at a luncheon tossed for 
them at the Statler hotel Sunday 
(10). The high points of the talks by 
Blue officials and executives pivoted 
around the fact that the network was 
putting a 2% discount into effect 
June 15, and they expressed opinion 
that the time did not seem ripe for 
the Blue to consummate a sale of the 
network, 


President Mark Woods disclosed to 
the assembled affiliates that, of the 
16 groups which have sought to 
make a deal for purchase of the 
Blue, two or three were still in the 
picture. Woods remarked that there 
was hardly any likelihood of the 
Blue being sold until after the war, 
and it would be better if the network 
was meanwhile built up and those 
running it gathered more. experience 
and background. 

Affiliates were also assured by 
Woods that any deal would have to 


MBS Nixes 2% Discount 


Cleveland, May 12. 
Fred Weber, Mutual general 
manager, declared yesterday, 
(Monday), that Mutual would 
not follow the procedure of the 
Biue and grant a 2% fer cash 
discount. He added that Mutual’s 
discount rate as it stood now, 
still held an advantage over the 
Blue’s, since the 25% was pre- 
dicated on whether an account 
paid within or after 10 days. 
In the case of the Blue, the 
maximum discount has been re- 
duced from 25 to 23%, with the 
extra 2% serving as cash dis- 
count. 











be predicated on stock participation 
by some of the affiliated stations. 


As for the institution of the 2% 
cash discount, which ranks as an 
innovation for network phase radio 
industry, it is pointed out that Blue 
had not agreed to yield on this 
proposition until after CBS and NBC 
had indicated they were intent dh 
adopting such a policy. 

Fred Thrower, Blue sales manager, 
informed the affiliates that the Blue 
has sold 12 new accounts since Feb- 
ruary and Blue billings were con- 
siderably over what they were a 
year ago. 

Philip Carlin, V. P. in charge of 
Biue programs, reviewed the produc- 
tion activities of his department 
since the Blue’s divorcement from 
NBC. He stated that in three and a 
half months the Blue has produced 
40 new sustaining programs, 23 of 
them half-hour shows and the others 
of quarter-hour description, with 
most of the 40 leaning toward war 
problems and needs. 


General manager Edgar Kobak 
briefly summarized the Blues cur- 
rent operational trends, while Keith 
Kiggins, head of station relations, 
explored such topics as better pro- 
grams, more sales and general pro- 
motion, 





Sponsor Insists on Local 
Studio Before Signing 


San Francisco, May 12. 
KGO, Blue network, clinched a 
contract for a half hour broadcast 
weekly by agreeing to establish a 
studio in Oakland, across the bay. 
The sponsor, Remar Baking Co., 
wanted home-town origination, 50 
William B. Ryan, KGO head man, 
arranged to rig up a studio in Oak- 
land Women’s City Club. 


General Mills Goes On 


Chicago, May 12. 

General Mills renewed Gold Medal 
hour on NBC Red network for fifth 
year. Deal effective June 1, con- 
tinues program in 1:00-2:00 p. m. 
CWT slot. 

Programs run during period in- 
clude ‘Light of World,’ ‘Arnold 
Grimm’s Daughter,’ ‘Guiding Light 
and ‘Hymns of All Churches’ and 
‘Betty Crocker.’ Last two alternate 
1:45 period. Agencies handling ac- 
counts are Blackett-Sample-Hum- 














mert and Knox Reeves. 
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“RADIO CAN BE RIGHT 





Last week’s 13th annual Institute for Education by Radio 
under the auspices of Ohio State University in Columbus began 
with Ted Granik and ended with the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Over 600 persons registered. It was the largest Institute 
to date and possibly the last for the duration, many thought. 


The Institute was marked by an undercurrent of war-gener- 
ated emotionalism. There were more clashes with a personal 
venom behind them than at any time since the old Howard 


Evans days. 
‘There’s been too much loose 


cried. 


talk by the panel,’ one heckler 


‘If you'll put that in gentlemanly language my company will 
consider it,’ a soapman flung at a psychiatrist, 


Some delegates were chided for being academic, others for 


not being academic. 


It was alleged that various persons advocated ‘business as 
usual’ in wartime and that others favored ‘an emotional de- 


bauch’ of hatred. 


To defend sponsored news was to advocate business as usual, 


To remove familiar aspects of 


American life was to disquiet 


the American people unnecessarily. 

A man who denounced fascism Sunday night had his remarks 
on Monday night interpreted by one confused publication as a 
recommendation of ‘Americanized fascism,’ 


Two Government spokesmen, 


through incorrect information 


given them by the chairman, were arguing to the question ‘Is 
Government Making Effective Use of Radio in the War? 
whereas the question as programmed and asked was ‘Is 
Effective Use Being Made of Radio in the War? 


Experienced script writers from small town stations who have 
learned their jobs the hard way and who work without budgets 
and staff indulged in hero-worship of two famous network 
authors and wanted to be told what to do. Others shamed them 
down for their, the locals’, lack of self-confidence. 


United States Health Service won the only award from the 
Institute given for an educational program by a Government 
body. ‘Shadow Over the House’ by Oscar Saul got the nod. 


Its theme: syphillis. 


‘Government must tell us,’ was one demand. ‘The People 
must tell the Government,’ was one retort. 

‘The war takes the right of way over everything,’ said the 
broadcasters. ‘But don’t crowd out religion,’ said the church- 
men, adding, ‘This is God’s world still.’ 


All in all it was an Institute in which many people held and 
expressed strong views. Words and ideas were flung out and 
flung back. There was confusion over semantics, Strategy and 
tactics were constantly muddled. Motives were suspected and 
arguments were ridiculed. But one thing emerged strong and 
clear: a very large congregation of adults were tremendously 
concerned with what radio did for America and what Ameri- 
cans did to or for radio. It was, on the whole, a stimulating 
Institute. A lot of time was devoted to what was wrong with 
radio and democracy, but this very devotion, this vitality of 
concern, proved that a lot was right with both. 





Client Urges Affiliates to Stick by MBS; 


Weber Attacks Blue's Concessions 





Cleveland, May 12. 

Mutual affiliates were treated 
Sunday night (19) to the unusual 
spectacle of a client appearing on 
their meeting floor to urge them to 
stick along with their network. Neal 
Ivy, of Ivy & Ellington Agency, 
which handles the Bayuk Phillies 
business, was the client and the 
place was the Cleveland hotel, 
where some 80 Mutual reps gath- 
ered to get a progress report on 
the network. 

Ivy, who has six quarter hours 
weekly on Mutual, preceded his 
plea for unity among Mutual broad- 
casters with a recital of the out- 
Standing success his Cal Tinney pro- 
gram has proved on that network. 

With the recent loss of the im- 
portant General Mills business form- 
ing somewhat of a gloomy back- 
ground, Fred Weber, Mutual’s gen- 
eral manager, followed the agency 
man's pep talk with a lengthy re- 
view of the network’s development. 
Weber reflected the Blue network’s 





current efforts to wean away some 
of Mutual’s affiliates by his state- 
ment that ‘any station deserting 
Mutual by giving a competitor op- 
tion time advantage will injure 
Mutual’s salesability and ravage the 
final completion of our structure.’ 

Weber attacked what he termed 
the unsound economic concessions 
made by another network, obviously 
referring to the Blue, and he. stated 
that the reason ‘Lone Ranger’ 
(General Mills) was lost was ‘be- 
cause Mutual would not impose on 
its stations concessions that would 
deliver our network at a price 
which the advertiser said was neces- 
sary to equal the cheaper competi- 
tor’s cost per listener. 

Weber also declared that while 
Mutual has become considerably 
stronger in major markets, the net- 
work’s affiliates would still have to 
make sacrifices, and he warned 
them that elimination of Mutual 
would strengthen entrenched con- 
trol of the Radio Industry and de- 
stroy the economic freedom of in- 
dependent stations. 


Special May 15-June 15 War- 





WHAT RADIO DOES FOR U.S 


A. 








VARIETY" SURVEY 
T0 SPIN MONTH 


time Radio Showmanship 
Survey Is With Support 
and Cooperation of Office 
of Facts and Figures— 
Based on Suggestions and 
Themes Passed From Lat- 
ter to Sponsors and Agen- 
cies 


‘VARIETY’ SOLE JUDGE 





A special mid-year radio show- 
manship survey is to be conducted 
by ‘Variety’ during and spanning the 
coming program period of May 15- 
June 15. This is separate and apart 
from the annual ‘Variety’ showman- 
ship survey of the whole field 
of radio, which is due, as usual, in 
December. The present undertaking 
is special in character and limited 
in interest to: 

The ingenuity and effective- 
ness displayed by sponsors and 
advertising agencies in embody- 
ing in network programs sugges- 
tions and themes given them 
under the new ‘Radio War 
Guide’ of the Office of Facts and 
Figures, 

The wartime radio showmanship 
survey will be conducted entirely 
on the responsibility of ‘Variety’ and 
with this publication assuming full 
authority as sole judges, but the 
undertaking is being organized and 
will be published, together with the 
awarding of suitable accolades, with 
the approval and support of the 
Office of Facts and Figures, of which 
Archibald MacLeish is director. 

The joint purpose of ‘Variety’ and 
the O.F.F, is obvious: to examine the 
kind and range of showmanship di- 
verted by the commercial broad- 
casters to war information sugges- 
tions coming through to them from 
Washington. In short, the special 
wartime radio showmanship survey 
sheuld sharply outline and Catalog 
the measures, the initiative, the 
originality, the skills of the radio 
industry in voluntary cooperation 
with Uncle Sam. 

Aid Is Solicited 

‘Variety’ invites all sponsors, 
agencies, producers, directors, 
writers or other persons in the trade 
to call its (‘Variety’s’) attention to 
specific performances, tieups, copy 
angles, examples of continuity, dia- 
log, approach or other evidences 
pertinent to this whole survey. The 
survey will be qualitative in essence 
ard emphasis, but also will be as 
quantitative as possible. ‘Variety’ 
neither claims nor expects to be able 
to review every wartime program 
during the four-week period of the 
survey. It will, however, make every 
effort to be comprehensive, widely 
informed and completely open- 
minded. 

Two facts are directed to the at- 

(Continued on page 36) 


SWING MAY FILL 
BENNY SPOT IN 
SUMMER 


Assn. of Railroads is considering 
sponsorship of weekly half-hour 
program of interpretive dramatized 
news, which would start June 7 in 
in the 7-7:30 spot Sunday nights on 
NBC-Red, when Jack Benny goes 
off for the summer. There’s an idea 
of getting Raymond Gram Swing 
for the show, but that’s uncertain. 

Kudner agency is submitting the 
proposition and a preliminary go- 
ahead has been given, but the final 
decision will be reached in Washing- 











ton this week. 


Lots of Rivalry This Summer 
In Soap Market; Glycerine 
By-Product Protects Business 








The soap accounts are axpected to 
continue at a high pace in network 
and spotradio during the coming 
summer, Because the soap industry 
is operating at maximum capacity 
to turn out the by-product, glycerine, 
for war purposes, soap stocks are pil- 
ing up at a tremendous rate and the 
field, as a result of this condition, 
has become more competitive than 
ever. 

Lever Bros, will have at least two 
new shows on the networks this 
summer, while Procter & Gamble 
is figured to retain its current night- 
time as well as daytime schedule 
in full force. Another product from 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet fold will be 
Super Suds. This will come through 
the William Esty agency. Colgate 
will also debut a night-time half- 
hour show as soon as it can straighten 
out the packaging problems on its 
toothpowder brand. 


Shell Curtails 


Radio Because 
Of Rationing 


Bayuk Renews 


Bayuk Phillies has renewed its 
six quarter hours a week series on 
Mutual for another 13-week cycle, 
effective June 30. 

The schedule is split between Cal 
Tinney and the ‘Inside Sports’ pro- 
gram. 


BULOVAS NET 
TEES OFF 
JUNE 15 


New regional network of seven 
stations, in most of which Arde 
Bulova, of Bulova Watch Co., has 
controlling “or minority interest, 
begins operations June 15 under the 
name of Atlantic Coast Network. 
Harold A. Lafount, former Federal 
Radio Commissioner now in charge 
of radio for Bulova, is president of 
the American Broadcasting Co., 
which will operate the new web. 

Network, with WNEW, New York, 
as key station, will include WCOP, 
Boston; WNBC, New Britain; WELI, 
New Haven; WPEN, Philadelphia; 
and stations in Baltimore and Wash- 
ington. 

Bulova has a controlling interest 
in. WPEN and minority interest in 
the other stations named. 


MANUFACTURERS TIE-UP 
WITH BLUE NETWORK 


The Blue Network has tied up with 
the National Association of Manu- 
facturers on a new series dealing 
with the war effort. It wil be tagged 
‘This Nation At War’ and occupy 
the Tuesday 9:30-9:55 p.m. slot, start- 
ing May 26. The format calls for 
pickups from various parts of the 
country during each program. 


The N.A.M. has been allied for 
some time with a weekly quarter- 
hour event on Mutual, featuring 
Fulton Lewis, Jr. 

N.A.M. also has an early morning 
(5 a.m.) tieup with WOR. 

















Shell makes the second major gas- 
Oline distributor along the east coast 
to curb its radio advertising as a re- 
sult of rationing. Shell is dropping 
its spot announcement campaign as 
far as it affects the east. American 
Oil had previously cancelled its. 
Edwin C. Hill series (CBS). All 
other gasoline companies are ree 
maining pat with their present com- 
mitments. 

Texaco will start looking around 
soon for vocal talent to spot on its 
summer show over CBS, The setup 
will be strictly musical. 


‘Truth’ Back 
Chicago, May 12, 

One of Chicago’s most consistent 
five-minute radio shows, It’s ‘Nothe 
ing But the Truth,’ presentéd by 
Alexander McQueen, returned to air 
Monday (11). 

Program, running five times weeke- 
ly, airs at 7:35 p.m., CWT, over WGN. 
Sponsor is Old Ben Coal Co., through 
J, R. Hamilton agency. 


Philly Commentator Stirs Up Hornets’ 
Nest in Slam at Isolationist Publishers 


Philadelphia, May 12. 

Lambasting of the Hearst-Patter- 
son-McCormick newspapers by ‘Bob | 
Austin,” new WCAU commentator, 
has touched off plenty of fireworks 
in these parts. Initial blast came 
last week, when ‘Austin’ took as the 
text of his ‘sermon’ the full-page ad- | 
vertisement of the Friends of De-/ Federal 
mocracy (turned down by the Times | sion. 
and Herald-Tribune) raking the 
isolationist press. 

Then he proceeded throwing the 
hooks into Col. Robert M. McCor- 




















sentatives of the News and Trib 
called WCAU and demanded to 
know who ‘Austin’ really was; The 
Chicago paper also demanded that 
the station turn over a transcript of 
the broadcast. 

WCAU declined any information 
on ‘Austin’ and referred requests for 
the content of the broadcast to the 
Communications Commis- 
‘Austin’ is sponsored by the 
Lyons Credit Co. 

The Philly correspondent for the 
Chicago Trib then went to work 
trying to find out ‘Austin’s’ true iden- 








mick (Chicago Tribune), Capt./ tity. He was revealed as Douglas 
Joseph Medill Patterson (N. Y.| Arthur, WIBG announcer, who said 
News), and William Randolph| he was merely the ‘voice’ of the pro- 


Hearst, quoting copiously from the 
recent analogy printed in PM, in 
which comparisons were drawn be- 


gram. The copy was turned over 
to him by the agency, handling the 
account, and ‘I just read it,’ he said. 
tween Nazi propaganda and edi- The agency, J. M. Korn, Inc., re- 
torials in the N. Y. News, Chicago | fused to divulge the identity of the 
Tribune and N. Y. Journal-Ameri-;| copy-writer. 
can. ‘We go over the text carefully,’ 
When Austin had finished, some-| said a spokesman for the agency 
one apparently wired the Tribune! yesterday, ‘and we find nothing 
and the wires became hot between! libelous. We'll not be scared into 
Philly, N. Y¥. and Chicago. Repre-j stopping to tell the truth.’ 
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On the Seventh Day He Works 





One of the strangest antagonisms that has developed in the radio 
business exists between the m.c. of an audience participation program 


and his sponsor. 


The cause has nothing to do with the m.c.’s work 


on the program but rather with the sponsor’s persistent curiosity over 
what the m.c. does during the remaining six days of the week. 
Every time that the president of the account and the m.c. meet, the 


former puts this same question to the m.c. 
The sponsor, one of those self-made 


and answer in generalities. 


The m.c. burns within 


men who has had to work hard since boyhood, then walks off shaking 
his head in disbelief, and at the next encounter thé same routine is 


gone all over again. 


Others connected with the program say that if the sponsor cancels 
it will only be because of his resentment at the fact that his highly 
paid m.c. has to work but one day - week. 

















War Themes in Simple Song Form 
Spread From ‘Help Mate’ Serial 
Into Schools, Parent-Teacher Work 





By HOBE MORRISON 


*Songs for a New World,’ a col- 
fection of orginal war tunes pre- 
gented on the ‘Help Mate’ daytime 
serial on NBC-Red (WEAF), are 
being used by school groups, parent- 
teacher organizations and others in 
various parts of the country for pa- 
triotic purposes. They're written by 
George Davis, with lyrics by Edward 
Anthony and Frances Ellis, and are 
presented on the program, being 
worked into the dramatic continuity. 
They have simple, catchy tunes and 
words. 


There are five of the songs so far, 
with a number more to come. Self- 
explanatory titles include ‘Go Easy 
on the Sugar,’ ‘Hunko Tin,’ ‘We're 
the Kids of America,’ ‘Victory Gar- 
den’ and ‘We'll Make "Em Holler 
Uncle, Uncle Sam.’ Davis, who has 
composed special music for the pro- 
gram since it went on the air last 
September, also plays his own piano 
and organ accompaniment on the 
show. His ‘Songs for a New World’ 
are presented as compositions by the 
story’s hero, Steve Harper, a young 
composer who's in the rmy Air 
Corps at a training center in the 
southwest. 


He supposedly writes the songs, 
which his wife, the ‘Help Mate’ of 
the story, is going to put out in book 
form. Meanwhile, she plays them 
for kids in the neighborhood and 
they sing them, thus introducing 
them for the radio audience. Songs 
haven't yet been published, but off- 
set printings of them are sent to 
listeners or groups writing requests 
for them. 

Several P-T Greups Using Them 

Parent-teacher groups in Wood- 
haven and Rockaway, L. I.; a public 
school in the Bronx, N. Y.; and num- 
erous other organizations are using 
them, either for patriotic pageants 
or for singing in assembly. NBC is 
working out a presentation show 
fdea based on them. And Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, agency for Old 
Dutch Cleanser, the sponsor, will 
probably put them out in book form 
@s a giveaway. 

Idea of the ‘Songs 
World’ was developed by composer 
Davis and Leonardo Bercovici, au- 
thor-director of the serial. However, 
the latter is also devoting the pro- 
g@ram’s subject matter intensively to 
interest in and enthusiasm for the 
war effort. The story’s hero, Steve, 
writes frequent letters to his wife 


and in them stresses his belief in the 
United Nations’ cause and his faith 
in victory and in the better world 
it will bring. Myron McCormick, 
who plays the part, reads them on 
the air. Arlene Francis, as Linda, 
his wife, expresses similar ideas. 

In addition, Bercovici uses a novel 
device to project his thoughts in sup- 
port of the U. S. war effort. That 
is, presenting these ideas in sermons 
at church services which are woven 
into the story. Recent such preach- 
ment, read on the air by Byron Mc- 
Grath, as the minister, was inspired 
by the reported death in action of 
one of the yarn’s characters. Sermon 
was on the theme that this is a time 
of war and for anger. While vari- 
ous programs have used schoolteach- 
ers, doctors and at times ministers 
as mouthpieces for an author's ideas, 
putting them in the form of an 
actual sermon is unusual. 


WJZ CHANGES 
STATION BREAK 
POLICY 


WJZ, New York, key for the Blue 
Network, has broken down its pol- 
icy against station-breaks. It’s first 
blurb of that description goes on 
Monday (18). The product is Duz 
(Procter & Gamble). 

The between program announce- 
ments are being limited to 25 words. 











Quiz on the Services 
‘Army an@ Navy Game,’ audience 





of a New | 


| participation show with soldier-sailor 


jaudience and contestants, starts 5- 
| 5:30 p.m. today (Wednesday) as a 
weekly sustainer series on the Blue 
network. It’s written and produced 
by Herb Moss and Allen Funt. 
Former is director of ‘Truth or Con- 
sequences’ and the latter is owner- 
producer of ‘Funny Money Man,’ 
both on NBC-Red (WEAF). 

Moss and Funt are donating their 
fees for the new series to the Army 
‘and Navy Relief funds. 








Complon hg. Reali Raia Dept === 
Strubing, DyckHoff in New Exec Posts 





John K. Strubing, an account ex- 
ecutive with the Compton agency, 
has been made a vice-president of 
the firm. Felix H. DyckHoff, assist- 


ant general manager, has been 
mamed secretary of the agency. 
Leonard Bush, vice-president and 
treasurer, has returned to work 
efter an extended illness. 

In the agency's radio department, 
Lee Graves, business manager and 
supervisor of talent and script for 
spot recordings, is awaiting a com- 
mission in the Army Air Corps and 
expects to leave within the next 
couple of weeks. Jack House, a pro- 


gram supervisor, will be upped to 


succeed hirn, 
Frederick (‘Ted’) Bell, former 


actor, writer, announcer and di- 
rector, has joined Compton as a 
program supervisor, succeeding 
Walier Gorman, resigned. Within the 
next few weeks there will be a gen- 
eral realignment of program super- 
visor assignments. Meanwhile, Hal 
James, formerly in charge of local 
programs, and Gilbert Ralston, han- 
dling network shows, will swap cer- 
tain assignments so that each has 
a more general lineup of shows. 
Kay Tansey, formeriy secretary to 
Helen Menken at the American The- 
atre Wing, has joined the Compton 
agency as secretary to John Mc- 
Millin, vice-president and_ radio 
head. She succeeds Velma Steele, 
who resigned to devote herself to 





her husband and baby. 


PAYROLL TRAFFIC 


Nashville——Jack DeWitt, chief en- 
gineer of WSM, Nashville, has re- 
signed to do defense work for the 
Bell Laboratories, Whippany, N. J. 
George Reynolds, an engineer at the 
station, succeeds him. Walter E. 
Bearden, WSM engineer, has left to 
join the Columbia University division 
of the National Defense Research 
Council and will be stationed at 
Lakehurst, N. J. 





New Lenden, Conn.—Ted Hodge 
has been appointed program director 
of WNLC, New London, succeeding 
Len W. Stevens, who resigned to 
join the Army. Edwin J. Morey, 
treasurer of WLNC, resigns effec- 
tive May Zl to enter the Army. 





Seattle.—Bill Ward formerly tran- 
scription librarian at KOL, starts 
May 18 on the continuity staff of 
KOIN-KALE, Portland. Margaret 
Donovan is the new member of the 
continuity staff at KIRO. 


—-—_—_— 


San Antenio—Leona Bender, for 
the past 10 years director of 
Women’s Activities for station 


WOAI, joined the staff of station 
KABC. She will take over the 
duties of program director, Tommy 
Reynolds, when he is called into 
active service in the Army Air 
Corps. 

John Boyer, newscaster for station 
KTSA, has resigned his post to be- 
come affiliated with the local Office 
of Censorship. 

KABC has lost its 13th staff mem- 
ber with the call to the Army Air 
Corps of its latest station manager, 
Charles L. Belfi. He had been man- 
ager of the station for only one 
month, succeeding Charles Balthrope, 
also called to the colors. 

Violet Short has joined continuity 
staff of KTSA, coming here -from 
Dallas. Replaces Jerry Singer, who 
resigned, 





Philadelphia — Fred Wieting for- 
merly of WDEV, Waterbury, Vt,. has 
joined the WIBG announcing staff, 





West Yarmouth, Mass.—H. Harri- 
son Flint, former organist at WMEX, 
Boston, is the new WOCB program 
manager. 





Bosten—George Crowell and Terry 
Cowling, WCOP announcers, are 
slated for the Army. 





St. Louis—Wayne Nelson, gabber 
from WJJD-WIND, Chicago, has re- 
placed John Dunham at KMOX. 
Dunham is now with WBBM. Fred 
Foster, for three years with WLW, 
Cincinnati, newest addition to gab- 
bing staff at KWK. 





Pittsburgh. — Ed Lytle, former 
spieler at WHIO in Dayton, O., has 
been added to the announcers’ staff 
at KDKA here. Pittsburgh’s young- 
est announcer, 17-year-old Vincent 
Joyce, is a newcomer to KQV’s line- 
up of gabbers. Because WCAE has 
been losing so many announcers to 
the Army, WCAE has pressed Har- 
old Goldstein, veteran continuity 





writer, into service as part-time 
spieler. 
Cleveland, O.—Alice Richards, 


program department WGAR, has re- 
signed to enter radio in Los Angeles. 





Cleveland—Fred Smith of WCFL, 
Chicago, added to announcing staff 
WHK-WCLE and Pearl Stephan to 
service dep’t. 





Beaumont, Texas—Bob Lacey, an- 
nouncer with station,KRIC, has re- 
signed to take a similar post with 








El Paso—Cecil Trigg has been 
|named commercial manager of sta- 
tion KROD, replacing Larry A. 
Harris who remains as his assistant. 

Salt Lake City—At KSL, Victor 
Bell moves from promotion to pro- 
duction department where he will 
be program consultant to Sales De- 
partment. Ray Sentker is promoted 
to News Editor and Gene Pack gives 
up duties as Traffic Manager to be- 
come Acting Chief Engineer, replac- 
ing Eddie Groves. 

Other changes include loss of Mark 
Austad. announcer, to the Aviation 
Corps, and Howard Flynn, an- 
nouncer, to KFI, Los Angeles. 








New Yerk City—Vivian Wodfert has 
joined the Mutual publicity staff 
in New York, as assistant to Lester 
Gottlieb. She replaces Richasd Kro- 
lick, who jeined the Army Air 
Corps. 

Miss Wolfert was formerly with 





the Constance Hope publicity office. 


tion with the war effort. 


network. 


Labor Council Toasts Our Allies 


i 


San Francisco, May 12. 


Brisacher-Davis agency has been informed by WJPA, Washington, 
Pa., that it has sold the former's five-minute syndicated transcrip- 
tion series, ‘Toast to the Allies’ to the local central council of the 
American Federation of Labor for regular sponsorship. 

The Washington, Pa. deal makes the first publicized instance of 
organized labor buying time to do a public relation job in connec- 
The CIO and AFL have a joint quarter 
hour on NBC Saturday nights but the time is contributed by the 

















Burns and Allen May Shift 








Announcer-Hero 


Salt Lake City, May 12. 
Parley Baer, KSEL special events 
announcer, on his off time likes to 
work out circus animal acts. Last 
week it led to his being cast in a 
role of hero when a leopard attacked 
the regular trainer at the local zoo, 
clawing him up pretty thoroughly 
until Baer was able to pry the 
trainer loose from the cat's claws. 
Trainer is expected to live, and 
Baer was uninjured. 


FORD MAY BE 
MOVED BY C.-M. 
DECISION 


Report in ad agency circles last 
week had it that the advent of Gen- 
eral Motors on CBS with an institu- 
tional show has prompted the Ford 
Motor Co. to give serious thought 
to the idea of getting back on a net- 
work schedule this coming fall. The 
project, it was said, would likewise 
be institutional. 

When Ford withdrew its Sunday 
night concert from CBS March 1 it 
was with the impression that it 
would stay out of radio. for the dura- 
tion, 


Army Men Handle 


New Radio Program 

















Seattle, May 12. 
New army program on KIRO, ‘To- 
night at Fort Lewis,’ began on the 
Columbia station Sunday (10). 


in the weekly broadcasts are being 
taken care of entirely by enlisted 
men under the supervision of Lt. 


public relations office. 

Privates Howard Duff and 
Lundin are doing the scripts and 
production and a 14-piece army band 
is handling the music. 





New London, Conn—Edwin J. 
Morey, treasurer of WNLC, goes into 
Army May 21. Len W. Stevens, pro- 
gram manager, already in service 
and has been succeeded by Ted 
Hodge, former chief announcer. 
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Peter J. Limacher, of the Fort Lewis | 





CBS Has Attractive Time Niche—Blue May Get Sat- 
urday Morning Delayed (Wax) Re-Broadcast 





Lever Bros. may switch the Burns 
and Allen program (Swan) from 
NBC to Columbia. The account 
wants a better night-time half-hour 
and NBC isn’t able at present to 
furnish it. Meanwhile the Blue net- 


work is pondering an important 
matter of policy that is connected 
with the same program. It is the 
question of whether the Blue would 
be willing to broadcast over a Satur- 
day morning hookup a _ transcribed 
version of the Burns and Allen show, 
The Blue program would be an off- 
the-line recording of a show carried 
by another network. 


If the Blue accepts the business it 
will be the first national network 
outside of Mutual to clear a recorded 
commercial program. Lever has 
been supplementing its Burns and 
Allen coverage on NBC with record- 
ings on several CBS-affiliated out- 
lets and 179 stations in the Keystone 
network. 


As for the live version of Burns 
and Allen, Lever has been anxious 
for some time to get away from its 
present 7:30-8 p.m. period on NBC, 
even though it gets a rebroadcast 
at 9:30 p.m. 


PALO ALTO WOULD BUY 
KYA, S.F., FROM HEARST 


San Francisco, May 12. 


Arrangements have been made for 
Palo Alto Radio Station, Inc., to pur- 
chase KYA from Hearst Radio, if 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission appreves the transfer. 


If the deal is consummated, plans 
call for augmenting the San Fran- 
cisco studios with studios in Palo 
Alto. 

Officers of Radio Station, Inc., a 
new corporation, declined to esti- 
mate the price to be paid until the 
FCC decision is received. 











WHB, K.C., Reviving 
Its Artists’ Bureau 


Kansas City, May 12. 
Station WHB is reviving its artists’ 
bureau once again. M. D. ‘Babe’ 
Cohn has taken charge of the bureau 
and is embarking on a policy to in- 
créas: the use of talent throughout 
the activities of the station. 


Cohn was formerly manager of 
theatres in the Kansas City area and 
at one time was district manager for 
Publix here. 








——— 


Graham McNamee, Pioneer Radio 


Announcer-Newscaster, Dies at 53 





Graham McNamee, one of the 
earliest and best known of the an- 
nouncer personalities, died Saturday 
evening (9) at St. Luke's hospital, 
New York, at 53. He had been ill 
eight days with a streptococcus in- 
fection. 

The first of the colorful personal- 
ity announcers, McNamee was the 
subject of numerous anecdotes and 
legends, most of them funny and 
some of them fantastic. He was 
a voluble, exhuberant broadcaster 
whose vivid style of broadcasting 
sports and special events became a 
household word. Although he prob- 
ably made more celebrated boners 
than any other leading broadcaster, 
it never seemed to cramp his boyish 








enthusiasm nor lessen his popularity 
with the audiences. 
Colorful Off and On 

McNamee’s escapades off the air 
were sometimes as colorful as his 
manner of broadcasting. He was 
frequently in scrapes, yet he never 
lost favor with NBC, with which he 
was associated from the first, nor 
made personal enemies. During the 
zenith of his career he was asso- 
ciated with some of the most im- 
portant commercial programs on the 
air, but in recent years, as a mem- 
ber of the NBC staff, he handled 
mostly special events shows and 
casual assignments. His last mike 
appearance was April 24. 

Although McNamee covered many 

(Continued on page 55) 
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BECAUSE HE NEVER WENT AWAY! 

























































































The whole industry will be talking someday about 
the comeback of John Preston and his product. 
They'll recall how although it was buffeted by 
priorities, wounded by rationing, and finally killed 
off for the duration, he guided it right back to 
the top at the close of the war. 


But they’ll be wrong when they call it a come- 
back. Because——in the truest sense of the word 





—-neither John Preston nor his product ever 
went away. He kept desire for his brand alive 
all during the war years—over the radio. 


John Preston stayed on the air because he knew 
it was the most economical means of obtain- 
ing national coverage. He did not forget, as 
so many of us do today, that radio had 
been hailed as the No. 1 good will builder, 
long before it won its place as the most 
efficient of all selling mediums. 


The Blue is a natural choice of manu- 
facturers who want to “keep ’em 
remembering.” It reaches all income 

groups, at the lowest per-family cost 

of any medium entering the home. And 
the Blue is now “moving in” to more 
homes more often with new stations, 
greater power and a program policy 
new to network radio. The Blue pro- 
gram department now draws freely 
upon the skill of leading independent 
program producers to bring even greater 
variety and competitive showmanship to Blue 

Network programs. No wonder more and more 

advertisers are using the Blue in 1942! 





If you want to keep ’em remembering your 
product, your brand name, ‘call in your Blue 
salesman. You'll find that today, more than 
ever, it’s easy to do business with the Blue! 


Blue Network Company, A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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*THIS IS. WAR’—No., 13 
With Raymond Massey 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 

All Networks 

As the closing broadcast of this net- 
work-financed, Government-directed 
series, Norman Corwin wrote ‘Yours 
Received and Contents Noted’ as an- 
swer to a handful of the more pro- 
vocative leiters sent by listeners dur- 
ing the previous 12 weeks. Only five 
missives were thus singled out, all 
unfavorable and all except 
signed. Near the end of the program 
it was stated that, although all the 
letters answered on this occasion 
were critical, an overwhelming ma- 
jority of those received were favor- 
able. 

Like a number of the preceding 
*This Is War’ broadcasts and, indeed, 
like the series as a whole, ‘Yours Re- 
ceived and Contents Noted’ was less 
effective than well-wishers must have 
hoped, but nevertheless enlightening, 
at times stimulating, and, at the close, 
fairly exalted and inspiring. Like 
most shows of the series, it suffered 
from: lack of a clear-cut, direct, posi- 
tive point or plan of action to put 
across. But when its subject-matter 
permitted, it spoke with angry, 
stinging force. It was read with 
uplifting eloquence by Raymond 
Massey as narrator. It was expert- 
ly produced by Corwin, and it had 
an expressive score by Tom Ben- 
nett, conducted by Frank Black. 

First letter, from a woman and 
read on the air by a femme voice, 
objected about an earlier program's 
mention of casualties over the air, 
asserting that it was depressing talk 
in a living room. Answering that 
‘there are as many walks of death 
as there are walks of life,’ the pro- 
gram supposed that a fallen soldier 
could speak, whereupon he won- 
dered, ‘Shall I not be mentioned in 
the living room?’ He told of his 
home in Iowa, of how he died for 
hope and for decency, and conclud- 
ed that he was content. Then a 
Nazi casualty spoke, saying that he 
had ‘died for nothing,’ that he died 
on the ‘bayonet of a soldier of the 
Red army fighting to defend his 
home.’ He ended, ‘I died in vain.’ 

To the man who objected to doing 
without and to making financial 
sacrifices when he had never before 
made enough money, the value of 
manpower and of freedom was 
mentioned, with the reminder that 
instead of the perennial cry of De- 
mocracy, “Too little and too late,’ 
it could never be said, “Too much, 
too soon.’ To a writer who objected 
to stirring up hate and who said 
we should ‘hate sin, but love the 
sinner,’ the program told a parable 
of a man who loved dogs. When 
one of his rabied dogs tore open his 
throat, they engraved on his tomb, 
“Here lies the body of a man who 
hated hydrophobia, but loved mad 
dogs.” To the suggestion that we 
shouldn’t trust our allies, but should 
keep our arms and munitions for 
ourselves, the program cited the 
great fight and terriblg losses of 
England, Russia and China, and 
asked, ‘Who are we to question our 
brothers in this fight?’ 

An anonymous writer who de- 
manded the series ‘get off the air,’ 
was told he was getting his wish, 
but that ‘the air won’t be silent.’ 
‘Truth will continue,’ he was 
warned, ‘and there will be more of 
the same.” The program assailed 

home-grown Fascists in their news- 
paper towers,’ though it didn’t men- 
tion names. 

_ ‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ ended 
the show. Hobe. 


one | 








Double-Meaning Gags 





Bob Hope slipped across a blue gag on his Pepsodent program on 
NBC-Red last week. Playing the show at. the Chicago Naval Base, he 
had Vera Vague (Barbara Jo Allen) read a line about being insulted 


by a sailor, 
cident to the superior officer, she 


I’m going right to the naval head.’ 


When Hope asked her if she was going to report the in- 


quipped, ‘Superior officer nothing. 
Probably few listeners were hep, 


but the studio audience howled, recognizing the word ‘head’ as the 


navy slang term for toilet. 


Jack Benny also sneaked a risque bit into his Jello program May 3 
on the Red. According to the situation, Jack was using Errol Flynn’s 


dressing room at Warner Bros. 


Wheg one of Flynn's girls phoned, 


Benny told her Errol was home in bed with a cold. He gave it a pause 
reading that drew a solid studio laugh. ‘However, both that and the 
Hope incident are precisely the sort of thing that have aroused criti- 


cism recently from certain station men. 


They’re also virtually ideal 


ammunition for bluenose reform groups. 

Under the circumstances, it would seem dubious whether getting a 
laugh is worth the risk involved. Stars of the magnitude of Benny and 
Hope should recognize the responsibility of their success. 

















‘THE ARMY HOUR’—NO. 6 
Sunday, May 10, 3:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York: 

Sixth in a series of broadcasts or- 
ganized by the U. S. Army, a com- 
bined salute to America’s Nether- 
lands Allies and messages from Yank 
soldiers to mothers at home, was an 
entertaining admixture. Large num- 


ber of foreign pickups were expertly 
meshed with factual items, outstand- 
ing being the first inside story of 
what occurred at Corregidor, as re- 
lated by an Army spokesman in 
Washington. Pickup from American 
troops at Curacao, Netherland West 
Indies, was not good, the announcer 
in N. Y. expressing regret at the re- 
ception, saying it was due to inter- 
ference from Germany. (Sounded 
like a piano recital on another pro- 
gram trying to break in, partially 
muffling ‘the speeches). 


West Indies military establishment 
of the U. S. was worked in because 
the program marked the anniversary 
of the fall of the Lowland countries. 
Speakers from Curacao praised the 
Dutch down there. One paid tribute 
to the mothers in Holland and moth- 
ers over the world. Colonel Gables, 
who escaped from the Lowlands 
campaign and fought with the Dutch 
against the Japs in the East Indies 
campaign, spoke briefly from Wash- 
ington. 

Handling of Mother’s Day stuff in- 
cluded brief words from American 
boys serving in the U. S., Panama, 
Hawaii, London and elsewhere, giv- 
ing a comprehensive picture of the 
Army’s far-flung operations. Pro- 
gram switched to an East Coast base, 
where Bill Stern explained how an 
anti-tank gun is fired, with an actual 
demonstration. Importance of mail 
to boys in service was emphasized, 
with a closeup interview in the Army 
mail room at Washington. Revealed 
that the last plane to leave Java 
carried mail to the U. S. 

The story of Corregidor was dra- 
matic. It was revealed that, con- 
trary to the general impression, too 
many guns there were more or less 
out in the open and fixed to face the 
sea, being virtually impotent in com- 
bating any land artillery. Word 
picture of the plight of the wounded, 
housed in tunnels near tons of ex- 
plosives and gasoline, were gripping 
and harrowing. There was no effort 
to over*dramatize—the mere facts 
were dramatic enough. Wear. 





EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
With Ona Munson 

Drama 

30 Mins, 
|RINSO 
| Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

As head man of the ‘Big Town’ 
series Edward G. Robinson has quit 
his role of tripper-upper to our home 
breed of evildoers to play tag with 
the Gestapo in Europe. The country 


chosen as the setting for the pro- 
gram’s new format is Portugal, a bee- 
hive of international activity. 


Rinso’s is strictly thriller stuff. 
Robinson, a foreign correspondent, is 
cornered by the Gestapo. He gets 
away. They plot his destruction. 
Robinson turns the tables and the 
plotters become the victims. And so 
the proceedings unfold, at a slap- 
dash, breakneck pace, with time- 
bombs, train wrecks and other such 
melodramatic paraphernalia trotted 
out for effective climaxes. Ona Mun- 
son jogs along with each episode as 
Robinson’s Lady Friday. ‘Big Town’ 
in its new getup rates as the action- 
est of action dramas on the networks, 
and, with the lid apparently off on 
radio as far as giving our foes the 
lumps are concerned, the extreme in 
skullduggery portrayal may be ex- 
pected from this series, if the open- 
ing installment (7) was an apt 
sample, 

An incident from the following 
week’s script is trailerized at the 
fadeout. The new story course taken 
by this program should give its lis- 
tening quota quite a hypo. The di- 
rection is competent, and about the 
only thing that might be held against 
the Rinso event is clash in mood cre- 
ated by the middle commercial. From 
a-scene depicting the dire predica- 
ment of the trapped American and 
his girl companion the program ab- 
ruptly switches to the sequence of 
the three little sisters happily singing 
a jingle about the virtues of no- 
sneeze soap powder. Odec, 





‘Baines’ Extended 
Wrigley will continue its ‘Scat- 
tergood Baines’ show on CBS until 
June 12, 
Account had previously set May 
15 as serial’s vacation date. 





‘PORGY AND BESS’ 
Series of American Operas 
With Todd Duncan, Ann Brown, 

Avon Long, Ruby Elzy, Georgette 

Harvey, Edward Matthews, Har- 

riett Jackson, Eva Jessye Choir, 

Alfred Wallenstein, WOR Sym- 

phony Orchestra 
60 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Thursdays, 8 p.m, 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

First of an American- Opera 
Festival of seven operas to be broad- 
cast in conjunction with the sale of 
bonds by the Treasury Department, 
this presentation of ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
| was one of the finest and tightest of 
radio shows and about tops for 
interesting radio presentation of 
opera. Script was prepared by Jean 
Dalrymple, who did a magnificient 
job of cutting dia og to a minimum, 
allowing the George Gershwin score 
full play, and the singers backed up 
the scripter with such perfect diction 
that not a word of the story was lost. 

Alfred Wallenstein did a splendid 
job with both singers and orchestra 
and the musical bits cut out were 
not missed at all. Singers, most of 
whom are from the ‘Porgy’ revival 
at the Majestic, N. Y., were all in 
top form. Show started with the 
narrator setting the scene, and then 
he was immediately followed by 
Harriett Jackson singing ‘Summer- 
time.’ 

The numbers and singers were ‘A 
Woman Is a Sometime Thing,’ by 
Edward Matthews; ‘I’ve Got Plenty 
of Nuttin,” by Duncan; ‘My Man 
Gone Now,’ by Ruby Elzy; ‘It A’int 
Necessarily So,’ by Avon Long; 
‘Somebody Knocking at the Door,’ 
by Eva Jessye Coir; ‘Take a Long 
Pull to Get There,’ by Matthews; 
‘Bess You Is My Woman Now,” duet 
by Ann Brown and Duncan; ‘What 
You Want With Bess,’ by Miss 
Brown; ‘Steamboat Leaving Soon for 
N. Y.,” by Long, and ‘I’m on My 
Way.’ by Duncan. 

If the balance of the shows live up 
to this one, the American Opera 
Festival is a certain click, Eddy. 


RED RYDER 
With Reed Hadley, Tommy Cook 
Wild West Melodrama 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
M-F, 7:30 p.m., W. 8:15 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Horse opera in its most lurid form, 
this half-hour production follows in 
large measure the comic@ strip and 
film western formula which has 
proven successful. As such it should 
easily build and hold juve audiences, 


while its production standards are 
worthy of sponsorship. It is aimed 
to fill the gap of Mutual left by the 
departure of ‘Lone Ranger’ to the 
Blue network. 

Liberally sprinkled with gun 
fights, fist fights, posses {n search of 
prairie outlaws, etc. script and 
sound effects are used with satis- 
factory results in producing an im- 
pression which is almost visually 
graphic as well as oral. ‘Ryder’ is 
known as a newspaper comic strip. 

Series is broken up into separate 
episodes, with a different locale for 
each stanza. In show caught Red 
Ryder bottled up a gang of badmen 
in a pass, permitting law-abiding 
ranchers in a western state to vote 
for joining the Union. Mori. 








‘UNCLE WALTER’S DOGHOUSE’ 
With Tom Wallace, Charles Pen. 
man, Katherine Card, Bery! 
Vaughan, Frank Dane, Fred 
Brady, Betty Arnold, Mary Ann 
Mercer, Charley Lyons and Bob 

Strong Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

RALEIGH TOBACCO 

Wednesday, 7:30 P.M. 

WMAQ-NBC, Chicago 
(Russel M. Seeds) 

Now utilizing a standard family 
‘The Wiggins,’ for the dramatic com- 
edy skit of program, ‘Uncle Walter's 
Doghouse’ is even more impressive 
as good listening and good enter- 
tainment. Uncle Walter, played by 
Tom Wallace, is a genial guy with an 
out-stretched hand personality. He 
narrates the program, and keeps the 
action moving from skit to music 
to afterpiece in grand style. 

Music on program by Bob Strong 
and orchestra is well selected and 
ideally adapted for the show. For 
his spot Strong played ‘How Deep 
Is the Ocean’ with emphasis on 
woodwinds of the band. It was 
smooth and mellow, a good combi- 
nation for male appeal. Later bit 
of Strong’s band in a college medley 
had the boys saluting University of 
Detroit, Mississippi State College 
and University of Colorado, Trio of 
marching tunes in a good closer, and 
Strong does a particularly good job 


of arrangements for the pieces. 


Program boasted two comedy 
high-spots, with regular skit built 
around Wiggins Family and after- 
piece by Fred Brady. Group, con- 
sisting of Mother (Katherin Card) 
Father (Charles Penman), an 
daughter Margie (Beryl Vaughan) 
became involved in Mrs. Wiggins’ at- 
tempt to play — with a Mrs, 
Dramp, played by Betty Arnold, and 
Mr. Larkin. Comedy material on 
skit was excellently built and situ- 
ation material was okay. Thing 
wound up with Mr. Wiggins in Dog- 
house for ruining the plot. Acting 
for skit was tops with Penman turn- 
ing in an excellent father and Miss 
Card’s impression of Mrs. Wiggins, 
a best seller. Afterpiece, handled 
by Fred Brady, was built for Moth- 
er’s Day, and Brady registered sol- 
idly with his -‘average day for 
mother.’ Stuff was down to earth, 
human material that Brady put over 
okay. It carried a comedy outline, 
but was filled with sincere lines, 
good for a tear or two. Brady spaces 
his material well, and has a smooth 
delivery. He’s a part of the show 
every two,or three weeks, alternat- 
ing with other monologists. 

Mary Ann Mercer, singing star of 
program, gave a neat performance 
of ‘She’ll Always Remember’ for her 
bit. She also worked with Charley 
Lyons in a baseball skit, leading into 
a commercial. Commercials were 
handled nicely by Lyons and Uncle 
Walter. Program, with it’s comedy 
motif, is primarily designed for men, 
but it’s a good show for the whole 
family. Best of all, it’s material that 
happens every day. Sol Saks, author 
of show has a good imagination and 
creates situations as they are. Pro- 
gram is built on & substantial format 
of music and laughs. It started good 
with orchestral arrangement of 
‘Buckle Down Buck Private’ with 
Doghouse Quartet, and held a neat 
pace throughout. Production was 
handled by Watson Humphrey, who 
received air credit for his work. It’s 
a new policy of agency to give such 
credits to producers. Loop. 





_——_. 
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people listen more ‘ 


to WOR for news* 


* Actually,"Greater New York’s listeners devote 
more listening hours to WOR’s news programs 
each day than to all news programs on the 3 other 
major stations combined. 
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Exec of Factory Holding US. Contracts 


Says Radio Is 


Mis-Using Patriotism 








Milwaukee, May 12. 

Execs of the Wisconsin Network, 
which, like the majority of radio 
proadcasters, is giving practically 
ynlimited free time to the Govern- 
ment in the war effort, are burning 
over the accusation by Frank Pugh, 
advertising manager of the Heil Co., 
holder of luscious federal contracts, 
that radio is profiteering on patri- 
otism. : ' 

Fred Zindler, advertising special- 
ist for the network, tried to sell 
Pugh on a 15-minute dindustrial-de- 
fense tieup program, which has been 
on the air three times a week since 
May 1. The series having been 
opened with due eclat by Goverhor 
Julius P. Heil, head of the Heil Co., 
es well as chief executive of the 
state of Wisconsin. 

The program is a plug for the 
sale of War Bonds, each airing 
sponsored by one of the State’s big 
industries, and when Zindler tried 
to sell Pugh the idea of the Heil 
Co. participating in it he was told 
that he (and radio) was taking ad- 
vantage of the natidnal emergency 
and would be reported to the Better 
Business bureau. 


TEXAS STATION 
IST SUCH WAR 
CASUALTY 


Dallas, May 12. 


First station shutdown because it 
could not get technical help is KFPL, 
Dublin, Texas, 100 watter. C. C. 
Baxter, owner of the station, asked 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion to fold for the duration, claim- 
ing the draft has caused a shortage 
of engineers. Commission, however, 
limited station’s goigg silent to 30 
days. 

KFPL went on the air in 1924. 











FCC Relaxes Rules 
Washington, May 12. 

Relief for stations which have 
been losing advertising and running 
inte labor and equipment difficul- 
ties due to the war was offered last 
week by FCC in a relaxation of its 
broadcast operating rules permitting 
licensees, to maintain a minimum 
schedule of hours best suited to the 
demands of the area concerned, 

Through waiving Sec. 3.71 on min- 
imum operating schedules, Commish 
reduced the rules to two-thirds the 
authorized hours between 6 a.m, and 
midnight—roughly providing for an 
18 hour operating day, or less in in- 
dividual cases where a serious short- 
age of trained personnel or other 
problems apply. 





‘Superman To 
Mutual Web 
If Deal Jells 


Mutual is negotiating with the pro- 
ducers of ‘Superman’ for a live ver- 
Sion of the serial that could be 
debuted on the network this fall as 
& competitor for kids listening to 
‘Jack Armstrong’ on the Blue. 
‘Armstrong’ starts on the Blue for 
General Mills Sept. 24. Mutual for- 
merly had the ‘Armstrong’-General 
Mills business. 

‘Superman’ has so far been con- 
fined to transcriptions. At one time 
it was sponsored in over 90 com- 
munities, It still has an appreciable 
list of underwriters among grocers 
and bakers. 


Mudge Subs for Hult 


Morris ‘Steve’ Mudge, of the Mu- 
tual eastern sales staff, subbing in 
the network’s midwestern sales of- 
fice, Chicago, during the illness of 
Ade Hult, midwestern sales manager. 


Hult is in Henroten hospital, Chi- 
cago, 











Milw. Journal’s Television 
Postponed for Duration 

Milwaukee, May 12. 
Explaining its action as due to an 
FCC ruling, The Milwaukee Journal 
has announced that further construc- 
tion on its projected television sta- 
tion is suspended for the duration of 


the war. The newspaper’s new 
Radio City project, the future home 
of WTMJ, is going ahead as rapidly 
as possible and formal opening is 
expected to take place the latter part 
of July. 

Although .ardegs for the television 
equipment were placed more than 
a year ago, it has been impossible to 
obtain deliveries, and that part of 
the equipment that had been com- 
pleted has been loaned to NBC. The 
FCC order halting television here af- 
fects only technical facilities and not 
building construction. 


Acknowledge’s a Scoop 





Washington, May 12. 

Stories in ‘Variety’ provided 
the broadcasting industry with 
the first warning the majority of 
the Federal Communications 
Commission was toying with the 
idea of forbidding network time 
options in affiliation contracts. 
This was borne out—though the 
idea at the time seemed impos- 
sible—-when the regulations were 
unveiled before the House In- 
terstate Commerce Committee 
Thursday (7) by John J. Burns, 
counsel for CBS in the anti-re- 
form fight. 

After remarking the Commish 
had ‘practically no evidence be- 
fore it’ regarding the effect of 
optioning on either public service | 
or the condition of outlets, Burns 
said ‘I saw the first mention that 
this was under consideration in 
a story in ‘Variety.’’ This was 
approximately two years after 
the hearings ended, he pointed 
out. 








Paierson, N. J.—Woody Leafer, 
former with WJHL, Johnson City, 
Tenn., has joined the announcing 





staff of WPAT, Paterson. 


Stay-at-Home Sundays Benefit 
Summer Outlook in- Eastern Zone 





ELLA FITZGERALD 
DUE FOR BLUE BALLY 


Ella Fitzgerald is to begin a build- 
up series of paid sustaining pro- 
grams on the Blue network some 
time in July. Singer will be pro- 
grammed from three to five times 
weekly, backed by the Four Keys. 
By then she will have discarded 
the full-size band she has worked 
with since it was left without a 
leader when Chick Webb died, to go 
on with the Keys quartet. 

Miss Fitzgerald’s first recordings 
with the Keys was released by 
Decca recently. 








Worcester, Mass.—George H. Jas- 
pert, commercial manager of WTAG, 
has resigned. Dorothy B. Robinson, 
manager of local sales, is pinch hit- 





ting until post is filled. 





With millions of motor cars im- 
mobilized probably along the eastern 
seaboard by the virtual shutdown on 
gasoline for pleasure driving, Sune 
day matinee listening may this sum- 
mer take a huge rise and become 
potent enough to induce some ma- 
jor radio accounts to revise their 
network schedules so ar to include 
this segment of the week. The stay- 
at-home-Sundays prospect is one of 
the things that has induced Pru- 
dential Insurance to continue its mu- 
sical program on CBS through the 
summer. Prudential has the 5 to 


5:45 stretch. 


Another factor that influenced 


| Prudential, it is said, involves the 


theory in financial circles that a 
goodly percentage of Americans will 
put their spare money into insur- 
ance because they can't spend it 
elsewhere. 











YOUR 





“WHAT ARE 


PEACE AIMS?’ 


PERSONAL 





— and he explains: — 


ices, 


involving entirely new 
the last war because, 


did a generation ago. 





asks ROBERT SHANNON, President 
RCA MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 


“Besides fighting for our liberties, our 
freedom and our way of life, we're 
fighting — because we believe that 
with victory will come an EVEN 
BETTER WAY OF LIFE1 


“After the last World War new products, new serv- 
new industries were born. The 
business jumped from infancy to a full-grown 
industry. Radio, which had been considered an ex- 
perimenter’s novelty, became an accepted necessity 
in every American home. 


automobile 


“Immediately following the successful conclusion of 
this war, the creation of new goods and services— 


conceptions of value—should 


be even greater than the developments following 


as a nation, we move faster 


and utilize our facilities more economically than we 


Entirely new means of com- 


munication built around Television, Facsimile, etc., 


new modes of travel involving cars and planes, un- 


like 
few of the possibilities of Victory. 


—______ =3 





anything we have ever seen before are but a 


“The war time job of advertising is clear. Adver- 
tising, more than anything else, can make our ‘will 
to win’ a personal thing. Advertising can crystallize 
for each individual the tremendously important 
reasons for victory —his PERSONAL PEACE AIMS. 
By visualizing the BETTER WAY OF LIFE that will 
come with VICTORY, advertising can make us all 
doubly determined to save, sacrifice and speed war 
production—even beyond our most rigid estimates. 


“If advertising can contribute to the fulfillment of 
this objective, it will have amply served our nation 


in its all-out Victory war program.” 


* 


* To the greaf names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol of faith 


im America’s fulure ... 


ef free American enterprise 


and democracy . 


whose fortitude in total war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies 


« « this space is dedicated by The Nation's Staiion. 
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' From the Production Centres 


hibeceherqsiiblasseagiabiinsetbeseusineeebsegeees 
IN NEW YORK CITY ... 


THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: (We Hope) ‘Variety's’ tie-up with 
Office of Facts and Figures to conduct special wartime radio showman- 
ship survey of May 15-June 15 program period—the 1,200 registration 
in Cleveland for N.A.B. this week, following better than 600 last week 
for Institute for Education by Radio at Columbus—whether the use of 
amateur soldier talent by General Motors is wise or unwise—Mullens 
and Paley’s statements before Sanders hearings—P. & G. men’s heck- 
ling of Dr. Louis Berg at Ohio State discussion last Wednesday (6) and 
the blitzkrieg of heckler by Chairman Carl J. Friedrich.—Ireene Wick- 
er’s loss of her son in R. A. F. 





4 4A AA A A 





Mathew Chappell of C. E. Hooper gives Ed Kirby a weekly memo on 
‘The Army Hour’....Edgar Kobak waiked into a dining car full of busi- 
ness paper editors while returning from Ohio State Institute last week.... 
Phillips Carlin makes program notes in the middle of the night....Rah, 
Rah, Blue....Del Castillo of WEEI, Boston, gone to San Francisco for 
vacation....his colleague, Dolphe Martin, returned to Boston from Ohio 
State....Harper’s Magazine has another radio piece from viewpoint of 
electronics and economics on the fire....American Magazine just pub- 
lished ‘Quiz Dizzy’ which exposes how professional prize-winners play the 
field....‘Radio and Higher Education’ is forthcoming addition to series of 
booklets on ‘radio control’ edited by Carl J. Friedrich of Harvard. 


Bill Robson’s first regular assignment as a CBS director will be ‘Report 
to the Nation’....The show will be somewhat revised in the next few 
weeks....Brewster Morgan recovered from illness and back from the 
Coast....Lyn Murray was called for his physical last week, but the draft 
board nixed him because of poor eyesight... .Ditto with Gus Chan, WWRL 
announcer....Kay Kyser being carried five nights a week by WPAT, 
Paterson, N. J., by pickup from the Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J.... 
Compton agency moving the Krueger beer show, ‘Go Get It’ to a new time, 
7:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, effective tonight....Howard Barnes, Joseph Gratz 
and Perry Lafferty, all junior directors at CBS, due for drafting soon.... 
Gratz may get a Navy commission....John Gibbs and Sandra Michael 
(Mrs. Gibbs) back from visit to Chicago following attendance at the Ohio 
State Institute....With Kay Kyser’s ‘College of Musical Knowledge’ back 
from tour, announcer Ben Grauer is set for a stay in New York... .Inci- 
dentally, he fell offstage into a spectator’s lap during last week’s show, 
when he tried to pass a piece of chewing gum from a spectator to one of 
the show's singers....Rush Hughes doing recorded series for Wool- 




















PLAN EMULATED BY THE INDUSTRY 


WFIL was one of the first stations to recognize the 
significance and vital influence of radio in the war 
effort. More than a year ago WFIL presented a com- 
prehensive plan of radio promotion and publicity to the 
Treasury Department. That plan has since become 
a pattern for the entire industry. 





On this—the first anniversary of that now historic 
plan—WFIL. rededicates its services and facilities to 
the task of bringing home to its listeners the terrible 
realities of war, the vital necessity of ‘‘all-out” pro- 
duction, the stupidity of hoarding, the danger of either 
complacency or defeatism... and inspiring them to 
redouble their support of the nation’s War Effort with 
its manifold responsibilities. 


WFIL 


The Blue Metwork—Key Station Quaker Network FM Station W53PH 





THE KATZ AGENCY, INC.—National Representatives 


worth....Frank Behrens joined ‘Woman of Courage’ cast....Mildred 
Murray playing Chinese girl with ‘Terry and the Pirates’....G. Swayne 
Gordon added to ‘Valiant Lady’ show....Bob Walker, juve lead with 
‘Maudie’s Diary,’ doubling with ‘David Harum’,...Phil Clarke has become 
a singer, making his tonsil debut on ‘World Is Yours’....Ed Jerome now 
helping tell the ‘Story of Bess Johnson’... .Maria Palmer, of the Broadway 
cast of “The Moon Is Down,’ appeared Friday night (8) with Anna Neagle 
in the dramatic spot on the Kate Smith program. 


Louise Campbell, film-legit actress, makes her network acting debut 
Friday night (15), when she appears on the Kate Smith program with 
Mary Anderson and Leon Ames in an excerpt from ‘Guest in the House’... 
Hendrik Booraem, recently in Chicago for Young & Rubicam, transferred 
to Hollywood to assist Glenhall Taylor on the Jack Benny and Bob Burns 
shows...Peter Hayward moves this week from late night to early evening 
spot on WJZ with his bedtime fables...Bill Hawes, stage manager and 
production assistant on “Truth or Consequences,’ reported Monday (11) 
for active duty with a patro] unit of the Navy...‘Can You Top This?’ 
local comedy show on WOR for Kirkman soap, hit its top rating, 16%, 
with the last CAB report...Ranald MacDougall, who joined the CBS 
script staff this week, will write a new war show of his own...*That 
Brewster Boy’ moves June 5 from Wednesday to Friday nights on CBS... 
Celanese show moves up this week to 10-10:30 Wednesday nights on CBS... 
Ralph Dumke in cast of ‘All’s Fair,’ new Rodgers-Hart musical now play- 
ing a pre-Broadway tryout in Boston...Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against 
the Storm,’ lectured on serial programs before the radio class at Columbia 
University. ..Neil O'Malley, m.c. of ‘Battle of the Boroughs,’ lectures there 
this week...Erik Barnow, who teaches the Columbia radio course, has 
written a sketch for the recorded ‘Treasury Star Parade’...Norman 
Kaphan, former photog for WHN and now ditto for Metro, announced 
his engagement to Lillian Gronros...Frances White, formerly co-lead with 
James Melton on the Bell Telephone program, has returned to her home on 
the Coast...She’s set for some operetta dates there. 


Helen Menken, star of ‘Second Husband,’ readying plans for a club- 
house for the deaf, where they may attend special films with sub-titles 
instead of sound. . .. Roland Young guests Saturday (16) on ‘Lincoln 
Highway’. ... Carlo De Angele opening New York office for Sherman- 
Marquette this week. .. . Reggie Schuevel, Biow agency radio head, back 
from the Coast .. . Hi Brown will direct ‘Bulldog Drummond’ when it 
returns to the air for Horton’s ice cream, with Ralph Butler the Young 
& Rubicam agency producer on the show. . . . Lois Frost, secretary to 
Bert Prager, of Benton & Bowles, ill with flu....Ed East and Polly 
added two new sponsors, De Long Insulation and Rye Beach, for their 
morning series on WJZ. . . . Bruce Elliot subbing for George Hogan as 
WOR announcer-producer during the latter’s vacation in Kansas City.... 
James Church, director of ‘Second Husband,’ a spare-time volunteer with 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary....Andre Baruch dropping his various radio 
shows preparatory to joining the army. ... Larry Elliott takes over his 
‘American Melody Hour’ assignment. . . . Virginia Cornish, formerly of 
the WOR engineering office, switched to the stations’ press department, 
succeeding Helen Dunlop, who left to take a job with the OEM in Cali- 
fornia....Carroil Case, story editor of ‘Backstage Wife’ and ‘Young Wid- 
der Brown,’ a once-a-week volunteer driver for the Volunteer United 
States Ambulance Corps. 


Tom Tully, of the ‘Young Widder Brown’ cast, rehearsing in the new 
Paul Vincent Carroll play, ‘The Strings Are False’....He closed Saturday 
night (9) in ‘Jason’....Jane Aberlin resigned from the WOR program 
department because of illness, with Elaine Ross replacing....Wilfred 
Lytell added to ‘Young Widder Brown’ cast....Betty Garde, Arline Black- 
burn and Henry M. Neely emoting on current ‘Mr. Keen’ stanza....Camel 
cigarets moves ‘How’m I Doin’ back to 10-10:30 Friday nights on CBS.... 
Allyn Corris joined WOR announcing staff and Joe Ripley, temporarily 
production supervisor, returns to announcing. 





IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapro TRADE Is Discussinc: Mark Woods’ remark that the Blue 
is the country’s No. 1 network in many respects—the greater facility 
of spotting government war messages on chain originations here since 
Nat Wolff set up his Coast branch of radio division of Office of Facts 
and Figures—That photo finish in the Crossley sweepstakes at season’s 
end, with the Jordans, Chase & Sanborn and Jack Benny hitting the 
wire in that order. 


Eddie Cantor lost little time getting to his desert retreat at Palm Springs 
after last week’s broadcast. He'll get in a few days rest each week 
before he starts his picture at Warners. . . Bill Bacher due out May 23 
for a few weeks of broadcasting the Treasury Department’s programs 
from here. . . . Jimmie Fidler got 13 weeks additional airing from his 
deodorant sponsor. ... The Stauffer boys, Joe and Don, in town to look 
over the availables for summer replacements. . . . Lawton Campbell hiked 
east to clean up his affairs at Ruthrauff & Ryan before switching from 
mufti to the habiliments of an Army officer. . . . Jack Runyon in town 
to set up quarters for his Inter-American Affairs group. . . . Guest an- 
nouncers will be used on the Nelson Eddy-Old Gold program until the 
Thompson agency decides on who spiels best. Neil Hamilton, one time 
film star, opened and closed on the same night. . . . Del Sharbutt took 
over the soup commercials on the Amos ’n’ Andy program Monday (11), 
replacing Bill Hay, who did the job for nearly 13 years. Reaction of 
dialers to the change is being closely tabbed by the Ward Wheelock 
agency. Once before Hay was substituted, but the clamor via mail and 
telephone brought him back after a brief layoff. . . . Sid Strotz, NBC 
headman here, muttered ‘time marches back’ when he found a bicycle 
rack in his reserved parking space on the network’s lot. ... If he can 
clean up his picture work in time, Red Skelton will do the last two 
broadcasts of the current series (June 2-9) from New York. . . . Bob 


Garred tops daytime newscasters in the latest Hooper survey. KNX’er 
rates 11.9. 





IN CHICAGO... 


Ted MacMurray, director of ‘Lone Journey,’ off on vacation and Roy 
Winsor is pinch-hitting on show. . . . Virginia Payne, ‘Ma Perkins,’ still 
hobbling around with a banged up ankle. . . . Herbie Holmes is latest 
addition to night remotes of WBBM. He broadcasts from Melody Mill 


Ballroom. . . . Eddy Duchin and orchestra appeared on Bandwagon over 
WBBM, from steps of Art Institute. . . . Rene Gekiere joined ‘Trent’ as 
Rod Elgin. . . . Northerners renewed for another year on WGN... ; 


Franklyn McCormick guests on Maid of America program, conducted by 
mistress of ceremonies, Heather Tweed. ... WGN was only station to 
grab off members of Hollywood Caravan cast for air appearances. Station 
played host to Jimmy Cagney, Joan Blondell, Bert Lahr and Eleanor 
Powell, . . Princeton U. undergrads named Charlotte Manson, star of 
‘Stepmother’ the No. 1 radio actress of year. Sent her a stuffed tiger. 


Laurence E. Dutton, NBC studio engineer gets leave of absence to ac- 
cept a civil service appointment in U. S. Signal Corps. New men in en- 
gineering staff include Don R. Fitch of WOAI, and Arthur W. Hjorth of 
Duncan, Oklahoma....Edith Perron limping to work these days due to 
twisted ankle. ... William Shirer due in at WBBM for broadcasts on May 
19....Jim Conway, Fahey Flynn, Bob McKee and Dick Post of WBBM 
announcing staff have been visiting boys clubs throughout the city, in 
connection with Boy’s Radio Guild Competition. ...Betty Ames, mistress 
of ceremonies of ‘Between Us Girls,” moves programs to Better Home 
Making Institute, for origination....Charles Penman of ‘Uncle Walter’s 
Doghouse’ cast augmenting his radio work with stage appearances in legit 
performances....J. Clinton Stanley named assistant production manager 
of Blue Network’s Central Division....New faces in Blue’s continuity de- 
partment are Chris Ford from WIRE and Russell W. Tolg from WTMJ.... 
Sol Bobrov, Blue net musician, was guest conductor at Kansas City pro- 





duction of ‘La Boheme’....Bob Brown NBC announcer for ‘Bartons,’ has 
enlisted his yacht, Matelot,’ for the duration. 


KYSER TESTING 
AIR COMEDY 
IN PREVIEW 


Kay Kyser began experimenting 
with preview workouts of his Lucky 
Strike broadcasts Monday (11), 
Show that airs tonight (Wed.) was 
put on at NBC’s New York studios 
from 7-8 p.m. with all the trimmings, 
including contestants from a studio 
audience for the ‘Kollege of Musical 
Knowledge’ angle. .Winning quizees 
were awarded War Bond prizes, the 
same as those on the regular broad. 
casts. 

These previews are for various 
purposes. Kyser wants to get more 
comedy and more music into the 
hour, and to that end may cut the 
time allotted to the quiz portion 
from three questions to each con- 
testant to two. Lines will be closely 
watched for reaction and eliminated 
or added to the script as they click 
or flop. Latter covers Kyser’s ad 
libbing, which is never a part of the 
regular wordage. Ish Kabibble, 
comic-trumpeter, will have more to 
do to further the laugh content. 

Idea, of course, doubles the work 
of the writers of the show. It vir- 
tually means putting together two 
scripts each week, one for the pre- 
view and a revised one for the 
broadcast. Ed Cashman, of Lord & 
Thomas, supervises that end. 


ARTHUR VINTON, ACTOR, 
VS. FISH FOR CONGRESS 


Arthur Vinton, radio actor and 
occasionally in legit and films, is a 
candidate for the Democratic nomi- 
nation for Representative in the 26th 
Congressional District, comprising 
Orange county, in upper New York 
State. He is seeking the Con- 
gressional seat now held by Hamil- 
ton Fish, Jr. His political experi- 
ence includes working as campaign 
manager four years ago for Kenneth 
O. Shrewsbury, Democratic candi- 
date for District Adtorney of Orange 
county. Vinton is an ardent sup- 
porter of President Roosevelt. 

Besides his work as an actor, Vin- 
ton operates a 136-acre dairy farm at 
New Windsor, N. Y. Among his 
regular radio programs are ‘Gang 
Busters’ and ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
and he has appeared in numerous 
plays and films. 


RKO Gets Radio Dir. 


Worcester, May 12. 

Irving T. McDonald, of Worcester, 
chief librarian at Holy Cross College 
since 1929, will resign next Septem- 
ber to become director of radio ac- 
tivities of Radio-Keith-Orpheum in- 
terests in New England. For past 18 
months he has given a weekly radio 
commentary on WEEI, Boston, as 
well as spot interpretations of spe- 
cial developments in the interna- 
tional] situation. 

In his new post, McDonald wil! act 
in an advisory capacity on radio pro- 
motions of the RKO theatre chain in 
New England. He will continue his 
own radio and lecture work. Head- 
quarters will be in Boston, 




















Nashville.—Odell Ward, WLAC 
production manager, resigned his 
position in order to assume control 
of a station he acquired in Lakeland, 
Fla. Succeeded here by Dow Mooney. 
Paul Oliphant becomes program di- 
rector, 
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CANADA BEGINS 
DEEP PROBE 
INTO CBC 


Toronto, May 12, 

A wide open investigation into the 
organization and policies of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will be 
undertaken immediately by the Fed- 
eral Government, with the first hear- 
ing before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Radio set for today (Tues- 
day). First item on the agenda will 
be an analysis of the CBC’s last an- 
nual report. Inevitability is that the 
probe will cover all activities of 
Canadian broadcasting since the in- 
ception of CBC. 

Just before his recent death, Alan 
Plaunt resigned from the board of 
gevernors of the CBC in protest at 
policies being pursued. He prepared 
a lengthy report as explanation of 
his action and this will be read and 
reviewed. 

Scope of the Governmental inquiry 
will be wide and there will be no 
attempt to limit the investigation. 
It’s definite also that CBC officials 
will be up on the parliamentary car- 
pet for intensive questioning. 


WRUL NOW AIMING 
AT MADAGASCAR 


Boston, May 12. 

WRUL, powerful short-waver, is 
rushing completion of a new beam an- 
tenna system, which will completely 
cover strategic portions of Madagas- 
car as well as French Equatorial Afri- 
ca and the North Coast. Walter S, 
Lemmon, founder and president of 
the World Wide Broadcasting 
Foundation, made the announcement 
during a visit here over the week- 
end to initiate an immediate series 
of broadcasts over the new beam. 

Station has been carrying four 
French broadcasts daily and the fifth 
is designed to give French inhabi- 
tants of Madagascar ‘a true picture 
of the United Nations’ stand.’ 
French broadcasts have been main- 
tained since the outbreak of the war 
in 1939. 


FINAL APPEAL DENIED 


XERA Equipment Confiscation 
Stands in Mexice 




















Mexico City, May 12. 

Radio station XERA 
watts), at Villa Acunda, across from 
Eagle Pass, Tex., most powerful in 
Mexico, which had belonged to the 
Dr. Brinkley interests, but for some 
time was run by a Mexican com- 
pany that Ramon D. Bosquez heads, 
ig now definitely Mexican govern- 
ment property. The federal supreme 
court nixed Bosquez’s suit to set 
aside expropriation of the station 
last June 6. Ruling upheld several 
nixings that Bosquez had asked of 
lower courts and which he had ap- 
pealed to the supreme tribunal. 

High court held that the Ministry 
of Communications and Public 
Works, ruler of air affairs in Mexico, 
was right in confiscating XERA as 
it had broken Mexican health laws 
by using materials in its broadcasts 
that the Mexican government con- 
sidered offensive. President Manuel 
Avila Camacho recently ordered 
paid to Bosquez $250,000 (Mex.)— 
$52,500—as compensation for seizure 
of XERA. 

Equipment is to be brought here 
for the powerful station the Ministry 
of the Interior is readying at Tlalhua, 
a local suburb. 

Alonso Noriega Sordo, radio sports 
caster may manage the new sta- 


London Calling 


Sidney Keith, American, making 
name in radio here. Does a comedy 
Zangster in ‘It’s That Man: Again,’ 
eae Handley’s 8:30 Friday night 
Spot, 











‘Music Hall,’ at one time aired 
Saturdays at 8 p.m., came back last 
month and now being done Sundays 
8:15-9 p.m. John Sharman produc- 
ing as before. Show is straightfor- 
ward presentation of vaude acts. 





Flanagan and Allen featured in 
BBC broadcast on anniversary of 
Florrie Forde’s death. Boys have 
always claimed late British chorus 
queen was the first to put them on 
road to fame, 


(180,000 |. 





Confederate Broaucasting 
Co. Files for FCC License 


Atlanta, May 12. 

H. M. Beck, Mrs. Helen Pearl Beck 
and R. W. Roundsaville are listed as 
incorporators of Confederate Broad- 
casting Co, which recently ap- 
plied to FCC for construction permit 
for new broadcast station to be op- 
erated on 1300 kc., 250 watts day- 
time. 

All are from Cedartown, Ga., 
— Roundsaville operates a sta- 
ion. 


LEGIT PERFORMANCES 
ON MEXICAN RADIO 


Mexico City, May 12. 

Local radio station XEY and the 
Teatro Ideal, one of the few re- 
maining legit theatres here, have 
introduced a Saturday night broad- 
cast of the comedy show that is 
headed by Anita Blanch, who with 
her sister, Consuelo, has long played 
this house. Broadcasts are directly 
from the stage. 

This is the first time that the the- 
atre and radio have hooked up here 
in this manner. 














CANADA SETS UP 
WIDER CENSORSHIP 


Toronto, May 12. 
New office .f Director of Censor- 
ship in Canada haz been created, 
with Colonel O. M. Biggar filling the 


post. Centralized plan of co-ordina- 
tion with the U. S.-Canada Joint De- 
fense Board has Colonel R. P. Lan- 
dry as chief radio broadcasting cen- 
sor; Major L. S. Yuill, as telegraph 
and cable censor; Wilfred Eggleston 
and Fulgence Charpentier, as press 
censors; F. E. Jolliffe, as chief postal 
censor. 

These will now function as aides 
to Colonel Biggar and the new cen- 
sorship directorate will cooperate 
with U. S. censorship authorities. 
Contention is that the increased 
scope and growing intensity of the 
war had found the previous censor- 
ship systems inadequate; and over- 
lapping in effort will now be re- 
moved. 








BBC considering doing a series of 
Bing Crosby recordings of his Kraft 
program. 














America’s leading independent station 








CBS’ Latin Web Starts May 19 ‘ 


Columbia formally launches its Latin American Network Tuesday 


(19). 


The occasion will be marked by the dedication of CBS’ two 


50,000-watt shortwave stations and companion 10,000-watter, and an 
hour’s program, starting at 9:30 p.m. The station projects had been 
held up by equipment deliveries and now that they are completed 
Columbia will give full expansion to its shortwave schedule, feeding 
news and entertainment to its 76 affiliated stations in 20 countries 


below the United States border. 


Among those who will participate on the inaugural program are 
Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles, the heads of various neighbor 
republies, Robert Weede, Lauritz Melchior, Bidu Sayao, Rita Hayworth, 
Mary Martin, Melvyn Douglas, Edward G. Robinson and Dick Powell. 





Pedro de Lille, Pioneer 


Mex Announcer, II 

Mexico City, Ma, 12. 
Pedro de Lille, dean of Mexican 
radio announcers and pioneer of 
local station XEW, is critcally ill 


of an intestinal ailment at his home 
here. 

He is being attended by three 
specialists. 





MADELEINE CARROLL'S 
MONTREAL BROADCAST 


Madeleine Carroll is booked to do 
a guest shot on the French Lux The- 
atre May 21. The show is on a Toe 
ronto-Montreal hookup. 

The play will be a French trans- 
lation of ‘The Doll’s House’ by 
Henrik Ibsen. 

















The path of the pioneer is fraught with peril but the reward for success 
is high. On December 1, 1941, WMCA began to broadcast hourly news 
bulletins from The New York-Times. We felt it was a sound decision: 
The listener could easily remember the time (every hour on the hour), 
the news source was of the highest integrity and the station could be 
quickly located (first on your dial). 


WMCA’s pioneering has been richly repaid. Two separate surveys 
made in March 1942 by Crossley and Fact Finders reveal almost 
identical results; 


351,360 different homes listen to New York Times 
news bulletins on WMCA every day. 


More people are listening to WMCA and more advertisers are spending 
more money because more listeners are buying more of their products. 


That’s what we term an unvicious cycle and that’s why WMCA, today, 
is the number one station for any New York spot schedule. 


First on your dial...now first for news 


WMCA....... 


Western Representative: Virgil Reiter & Co. Chicago 
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Gov't Asks Broadcasters to Plug 


War Bonds, USO and Auto Pooling 





Washington, May 12. 


Broadcasters this week should 
loud-pedal the idea of buying War 
Bonds, kicking in with cash contri- 
butions to the USO, and pooling 
automobiles. Priorities schedule of 
the Office of Facts & Figures allo- 
cates these three topics to the net- 
work shows, in accordance with the 
assignment plan to avoid excessive 
repetition and duplication. , 

Elaborate color charts, blocking off 
the week, time of day, network, pro- 
gram, and theme, have been issued 
by OFF to help the industry vis- 
ualize the way the topic allocation 
plan works. In an accompanying ex- 
planatory memo, William B. Lewis, 
head of the radio section, remarked 
about the ‘systematic and equitable 
manner in which Government mes- 
sages will be distributed across the 
entire network radio structure.’ The 
chart, Lewis pointed out, shows the 
importance of every important pro- 
gram in the attempt to organize the 
ballyhoo, 


Purpose of the multi-colored ex- 
hibit is to help local station program 
planners see where the web plugs 
are spaced. Thus it is hoped there 
won't be more of those poorly timed 
spots which exasperate the listeners 
and nullify the whole effort to pro- 
mote the war effort ever the wave- 
lengths. 


Concentration of emphasis on Gov- 
ernment messages and the im- 
portance of the early evening hours 
are clearly shown by the chart. 
Though there is a white space here 
and there, practically every spot be- 
tween 8 and 10:30 p.m. is etched 
across the board. 


KSL TRAINING 








GIRL SPIELERS 


Salt Lake City, May 12. 


Jim Peterson, chief announcer for 
KSL, this week announces a program 
for training women as radio an- 
nouncers. Immediate reason for this 
training program is that KSL has 
already lost 50% of its announcing 
staff, and in a short time expects to 
lose still more to the U. S. armed 
forces. 





Course calls for intensive training 
In mike technique, with femmes 
standing by until needed. The way 
it looks now, Peterson only hopes 
they'll be able to get the training 
ccmpleted before being required to 
step into their predecessor-male 





shoes. 


Apropos 


With the Times Square the- 
atre district now dimmed in ac- 
cordance with Army regulations, 
the ‘Gay Nineties’ program on 
CBS for Dill’s tobacco is plan- 
ning to revive the old musical 
comedy number, ‘It’s Getting 
Dark on Old Broadway.’ 

Alan Ward, writer - director 
with the Kudner agency and an 
intense theatre fan, suggested 
the song -would be appropriate. 








| 
| 


—— 
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Network Allocation Plan—First Week 


(HEREWITH ‘VARIETY’ PUBLISHES. THE BOOKING CHART OF 
THE OFFICE OF FACTS AND FIGURES FOR MONDAY, APRIL 27, 
TO SUNDAY, MAY 3. THIS IS TYPICAL OF WEEKLY SCHEDUL.- 


Blue Network 


Mon., Apr. 27 Program 








ATLANTIC SETS 
NIGHT B. B. 
ON WPEN 


Philadelphia, May 12. 

The Atlantic Refining Company 
last week signed a contract with 
WPEN for the broadcast of the big 
leagues’ night baseball games. The 
sponsor took this action after it be- 
came apparent that WIBG, which 
broadcast the daylight big league 
contests, would not have its new 
(10,000 watt) transmitter completed 
in. time for the airing of the initial 
arc-light ball game, May 22. 

WIBG, which now broadcasts on 
1,000 watts, is currently only a part- 








time station and doesn’t broadcast at 
night. Its full-time and new fre- | 
quency doesn’t go into effect until 
the new transmitter is completed. | 
Priority trouble has held up con- 
struction. 

This is the first year WIBG has 
been awarded the basebal! account. 
For the past four years the games 
have been aired over WIP. But this 
year, because of commitments to its 
new affiliation, Mutual, WIP had tc 
decline taking the games. 


0 YOU WANT MONEY’ 
SET TO THE BEST MUSIC 











Chicago, May 12. 
Strauss Securities Co., investment | 
house, started ‘Music Lovers Pro- | 
gram’ daily on WCFL, Monday (11). | 
Program, an hour of highbrow stuff, 
runs 10:30 to 11:30 p.m., CWT. Show | 
was previously sponsored by Service | 
Stores Drug chain. 
Goodkind, Joice and 
Chicago, is agency. 


Morgan of 








SU CAN DEPEND ON THAT 





}U CAN ALSO DEPEND 














What Radio Does 


Continued from page 29 














tention of radio. One, there is wide- 
spread interest outside, as well as 
inside, radio as to the contributions 
to the war effort of the broadcasting 
| industry. That means, in final 
| analysis, what commercial programs, 
not sustainers, do. Second, the post- 
i war standing of commercial radio 
with the jury of public opinion is 
implicit in what commercial radio 
does NOW. 


This wartime radio program show- 
manship survey is wholly construc- 
tive in purpose. It has official bless- 
‘ing. It is not a stunt. It is not a 
sales promotion feature in an- way. 
There are no angles, no axe-grind- 
ings. The sole and only objective of 
the special May 15-June 15 wartime 
radio showmanship survey is to 
bring out as completely and as pro- 
vocatively as possible the quality of 
imagination and impact revealed by 


th» men and organizations of com- 
mercial radio in illustrating and 
justifying the capacity of private 
enterprise to do and do fully all that 
the Government needs or asks, 





Message 


ING TO FOLLOW HEREAFTER. THE ALLOCATION CHART IS 
SUPPLEMENTAL TO, AND PART OF, THE O.F.F.’S ‘RADIO WAR 
GUIDE’ WHICH GIVES CURRENT ‘PRIORITIES’ ON WAR THEMES) 





Mutual 


Mon., Apr. 27 Program Message 





8:15 a.m....‘Pages of Melody’.....Automobile Pooling 10:30p.m....‘Music That Endures’. Automobile Pooling 
10:45 a.m....‘Chaplain Jim’........Salvage Tues., Apr. 28 
3:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill.......War Bonds 12:30 p.m....Marine Band...... -»-War Bonds 
§:45 p.m....‘Secret City’...... .---Automobile Pooling 5:45 p.m....‘Captain Midnight’....Salvage 
8:00 p.m....‘I Love a Mystery’....War Bonds Wed.,, Apr. 29 
10:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill.......Salvage 10:30 a.m....‘Singing Strings’......Salvage 
Tues., Apr. 28 1:15p.m....‘T’ll Find My Way’....War Bonds 
7:00 p.m....‘Easy Aces’...........Automobile Pooling 8:30 p.m....‘Boy, Girl & Band’... .Salvage 
9:00 p.m.. ...vury Trials’..........War Bonds Thurs., Apr. 30 
Wed., Apr. 29 5:30 p.m....‘Jack Armstrong’.....Saltage 
11:00 a.m....‘Second Husband’.....War Bonds 7:30 p.m....‘Confidentially Yours’.War Bonds 
4:00 p.m....‘Street Singer’........Salvage 10:00p.m....Raym’d Gram Swing.Salvage 
8:00 p.m....‘Quiz Kids’...... ...--Automobile Pooling Fri. Mayl 
9:30 p.m....‘Calloway Quiz’.......War Bonds 10:45a.m....‘Cheer Up Gang’.....Salvage 
Thurs., Apr. 30 2:30 p.m....Phila. Orchestra......War Honds 
11-45 a.m ‘Just Plain Bill’.......Automobite Pooling Sat., May 2 
6:45 p.m....Lowell Thomas.......War Bonds 11:30a.m....Army Band...........War Bonds 
Cree PN a inc Es DORON oc osc cccnes Salvage 2:30 p.m....Art Jarrett....... e+e salvage 
Fri., May 1 6:00 p.m....‘Anchors Aweigh’.....Automobile Pooling 
9:45a.m....Breakfast Club....... Automobile Pooling 9:30 p.m....‘Spotlight Bands’.....War Bonds 
ll:l5a.m....‘Amanda of Honey- Sun., May 3 
PAGE DEI vou svaivne War Bonds 1:15 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Salvage 
8:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Automobile Pooling Se O8.:.« WOEt Dies. secs. ++eeee War Bonds 
10:00 p.m....Elsa Maxwell.........War Bonds 5:00 p.m....‘America Singing’.....Automobile Pooling 
Sat., May 2 7:30 p.m....‘Nobody’s Children’...Salvage 
2:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Automobile Pooling NBC 
8:00 p.m....‘Green Hornet’........Salvage 
9:30 p.m....Rochester Orch....... Automobile Pooling Mon., Apr. 27 Program Message 
Sun., May 3 10:00 a.m....‘Bess Johnson’........War Bonds 
10:00 a.m....‘Musical Millwheel’...Salvage 12:15 p.m....‘Words & Music’...... Salvage 
4:30 p.m....‘Behind the Mike’....Automobile Pooling 2:00 p.m....‘Light of the World’..Automobile Pooling 
5:00 p.m....Moylan Sisters....... War Bonds 4:00 p.m....*‘Backstage Wife’......Salvage 
8:30 p.m....‘Inner Sanctum’..... ] Sal 6:00 p.m....Music by Shrednik...War Bonds 
‘Good Old Days’....§ >" vage S20 OER... «  WIOSIONG 6.0. 6092 00d oe Automobile Pooling 
9:45 p.m....Sustaining Fill. ..Automobile Pooling yi Apr. a “ 
’ ° :30a.m....‘Do You Remember’..War Bonds 
Columbia 11:45a.m....°"David Harum’........ Salvage 
| Mon., Apr. 27 Program Message 1:30 p.m....‘Music for Everybody’.Automobile Pooling 
11:15a.m....Sustaining Fill........ Automobile Pooling 2:30 BM... aiding. Light’... de. War Bonds 
|-12:30 p.m...."Helen -Trent’.......: War Bonds 7:30 p.m....Burns and Allen......Salvage 
3:30 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Salvage 7:45 p.m....H. V. Kaltenborn....Salvage 
BU 5 5:c RON Nien cwoguased Salvage Wed., Apr. 29 
| Tues., Apr. 28 9:00a.m....‘Happy Jack’......... War Bonds 
10:30 a.m....‘Stepmother’ ......... War Bonds 10:45a.m....‘Mary Marlin’........ Automobile Pooling 
1:00 p.m....‘Life Can Be Beauti- 2:45 p.m....‘Hymns All Churches’, Salvage 
RE pe aii ain Sty g acne Automobile Pooling 4:45 p.m....°Young Wid. Brown’..War Bonds 
3:00 p.m....‘David Harum’........ Salvage 7:30 p.m....‘Caribbean Nights’ ..--Automobile Pooling 
6:30 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Salvage $30 p.m...."Dow Howse’.....ccese War Bonds 
8:00 p.m....‘Missing Heirs’....... War Bonds Thurs., Apr. 30 
10:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill... .Automobile Pooling 9:15 a.m... Hank Lawsom....<cee%* Automobile Pooling 
Wed., Apr. 29 11:15 a.m.:...“Vie and Sade’........ Salvage 
BS ss BU, URES ocncuseedes Salvage 2:15p.m....‘A. Grimm’s Datigh- 
5:45 p.m....‘Scattergood Baines’..Automobile Pooling Oe Ain cawiecacess War Bonds 
6:15 p.m....Hedda Hopper........ War Bonds 6:00 p.m....“Indiana Indigo’.......War Bonds 
9:30 p.m....Ransom Sherman.....Salvage 8:30 p.m....‘Aldrich Family’......Automobile Pooling 
Thurs., Apr. 30 Fri., May 1 
| 12:45 p.m....‘Our Gal Sunday’....War Bonds 12:30 p.m....“Deep River Boys’....War ones 
1:30 p.m....‘Vic and Sade’....... Automobile Pooling 4:15 p.m....‘Stella Dallas’........ War Bon 
4:45 p.m....‘Sing Along’..........Salvage 6:00 p.m....‘Strictly from Dixie’..War ere 
7:30 p.m....‘Maudie’s Diary’...... War Bonds 7:00 p.m....Fred Waring......... Salvage 
1 10:38 pam...."Firet Line’... ..sces Automobile Pooling 9:00 p.m....‘Waltz Time’......,... War Bonds 
Fri., May 1 ROE UII 64.5 vé0SR EO DRE OEMs eeeeee- Automobile Pooling 
9:15a.m....‘American School’....War Bonds Sat., May 2 
11:30 a.m....‘Bright Horizon’...... Salvage 8:30 a.m....Dick Liebert.........Salvage 
| 2:15 p.m.... d0oyce Jordan’. ...ceeci Automobile Pooling 10:30 a.m....‘Wife Saver’...cccsces War Bonds 
| 5:30 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Salvage EEoU DIN. «6 tie CRASS, <6 cs docdeas Automobile Pooling 
| 6:45p.m....°The World Today’....Automobile Pooling 3:30 p.m....‘Campus Capers’...... War Bonds 
7:30 p.m.... How’m I Doing’...... War Bonds 4:45 p.m....‘Air Youth of Amer.’..Salvage 
| 10:00 p.m....Glenn Miller......... Salvage 8:00 p.m....‘Abie’s Irish Rose’....War Bonds 
Sat., May 2 1020 nm... . Bil Btern. oo. sccccavs Automobile Pooling 
9:30a.m....‘Garden Gate’........Automobile Pooling Sun., May 3 
1:00 p.m....‘Buffalo Presents’..... Salvage 8:00a.m....Charles Courboin..... War Bonds 
4:00 p.m.... Meadowbrook Club...War Bonds 11:00 a.m....‘Rhapsody of Rockies’.Automobile Pooling 
C60 n.m....eremier Munt......<es War Bonds 12:30 p.m....Emma Otero.......<. War Bonds 
S30 p.m...."Hobby Lobby’ .c..ees: Salvage 5:30 p.m....Sustaining Fill........ Salvage 
Sun., May 3 7:00 p.m....Jack Benny....... .-. War Bonds 
2:00 p.m....Sustaining Fill........Automobile Pooling 9:00 p.m....‘Merry Go Round’....Salvage 
8:30 p.m... _ ‘Crime | Automobile Pooling 10:00p.m....Phil Spitalny......... Automobile Pooling 
ie + — 
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DAY AND NIGHT 


The “Sure-Fire” 
Combination in the 
Intermountain Market— 


NBC and 


KDYL 


The Pepoulan Station 
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Watson Gets Reprieve When Senate 
Kills House Rider ‘Dismissing’ Him 


Sell Make-Over Fur Jobs 


Seattle, May 12 
KOL has sold the MacDougall Fur 
Shop a series of spot announcements 
which encourage the remaking of old 
fur coats to conform with present- 











Washington, May 12. 
ok brightened last week for 
hy Goodwin Watson, much-assailed 
former Columbia professor heading 
the FCC’s foreign broadcast moni- 
toring service whose forced depar- 
ture from the government payroll is 
sought by a persistent House of 
Representatives clique trying to 
eradicate persons with alleged radi- 
cal’ and unorthodox political or s0- 
cial ideas from the public service. 

Though its Appropriations Com- 
mittee endorsed House-adopted 
legislation declaring none of the 
Commission’s 1943 funds can be 
spent for Watson’s pay, Administra- 
tion leaders induced the Senate to 
kill this rider, which was condemned 
by seven Democrats and which Wat- 
son said was more an attempt to em- 
barrass FCC Chairman James L. Fly 

o punish him, 
ne By scaleae must be settled in con- 
ference with the House, where no 
attempt was made to remove the 
provision, which originated in the 
Appropriations Committee Lower 
chamber was provoked by Fly’s re- 
fusal to dismiss Professor Watson in 
response to demands from members 
of the House —— In- 
stigating Committee. 

Ths aght for Watson was led by 
Senate Democratic Leader Alben W. 
Barkley, who made it clear he does 
not know Watson and does not neces- 
sarily approve of his thoughts. Ex- 
cept for Senator Rosier, of West Vir- 
ginia, none of the solons who spoke 
in favor of lifting the legislative ban 
said a word in defense of the pro- 
fessor. Arguments against the rider 
were based entirely on dislike for 
such a method, rather than friend- 
shiv for the propaganda analyst. 

Declaring it is ‘not a legislative 
function’ for Congress to say who 
works for the FCC or any other ad- 
ministrative agency, Barkley pro- 
tested against such a ‘brutal and 
arbitrary’ way of purging the pay- 
roll. Senator Bennett C. Clark, of 
Missouri, complained about such a 
‘disgraceful practice,’ and Senator 
James M. Mead, of New York, said 
the Senate subcommittee’s considera- 
tion of Watson’s loyalty was a ‘farce,’ 
not a fair trial. Senator Scott W. 
Lucas observed Watson never re- 
ceived a House hearing; Senator Abe 
Murdock, of Utah, pointed out there 
are other ways to oust radicals from 
Government posts, and Senator 
Lister Hill, of Alabama, insisted 
legislative firings are ‘absolutely con- 
trary’ to fundamental American 
principles. 

While Rosier said the only good 
word for Watson, whom he conceded 
has been ‘a little outspoken,’ Sena- 
tors Robert A. Taft, of Ohio, and 
Kenneth McKellar, of Tennessee, 
wayed scalping knives. Taft, the 
only Republican taking sides in the 
debate, opined the testimony makes 
it ‘perfectly clear’ the FCC expert 
considers the Russian system super- 
ior to Capitalism. Declaring Watson 
is in a position where he might do a 
‘great deal of hurt’ to the nation, 
McKellar declared no ‘good Ameri- 
can’ would entertain his views and 
charged the professor is trying to 
put out of business the Government 
he’s working for. ‘I got the distinct 
impression he is a Communist,’ 
McKellar declared. 


TOBACCO NETWORK 
HOOKS TO MUTUAL 


Three more stations, known col- 
lectively as the Tobacco network, 
have joined Mutual. They are 
WGTM, Wilson, N. C:: WGTC, 
Greenville, N. C., and WGBR, Golds- 
N. C. Additions bring the 
number of Mutual affiliates to 202. 

It had@ originally been planned for 
the stations to join the Mutual net- 
work March 29, but WGBR was dam- 
aged by fire and had to be rebuilt. 

Effective next Sept. 1, KLO, 
Ogden-Salt Lake City, will switch 
affiliation from Blue to Mutual. 








Provol’s Boost 


Salt Lake City, May 12. 


George Provol has become pro- 
gram director of KDYL . following 
loss of Emerson S. Smith from that 
Position to the U. S. Army. 


Alvin G. Pack becomes assistant 
to Provol, and Russell Stewart, re- 


day styles. 

Justified, say the station’s sales- 
men, because most of the world’s fur 
supply centers are now battlefields 
and therefor future supplies of furs 
are very uncertain. 


WAYNE’S COURSE FOR 


Bell’s Guest Sked 


Guests for the Bell Telephone pro- 
gzam Monday nights on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) are set through July 6. 
Schedule includes Lansing Hatfield 
next Monday night (18); Jose Iturbi, 
May 25; Helen Jepson, June 1; Law- 
rence Tibbett, June 8; Lily Pons, 
June 15; James Melton, June 22: 
John Charles Thomas, June 29, and 
Helen Traubel, July 6. 

Ruth Barth and Gladys Marion 
Conrey write the continuity for the 
show and Wallace R. Magill directs. 
Herb Sanford supervises for the N. 
W. Ayer agency. 








Detroit, May 12. 

Because of the increasing short- 
age of radio technicians, Wayne Uni- 
versity here has installed a special 
10-weeks intensive course for wom- 
en. The course is being offered in 
cooperation with the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education with the women 
getting a large part of their training 
from engineers from the local radio 
stations. 

An earlier class of males was 
trained with the same curriculum 
but did nothing to improve the local 
shortage in radio technicians. Most 
of these earlier graduates enlisted 
in the service—with preferred rat- 
ings. 





WCPO Contest Extended 


Cincinnati, May 12. 
Station WCPO, Cincinnati, has 
moved back until next Wednesday 
(20) the deadline for entries to its 
Station-break announcement contest. 
Date was previously tomorrow 
(Wednesday), but was postponed be- 
cause of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters’ convention in Cleveland. 





Hartford.—Bernard Mullens upped 
Contest is open to employees of/|to chief announcer at WTIC, replac- 
advertising agencies. ing Phil Becker, in Army. 





RADIO TECHNICIANS 


— 





Inside Stuff —Radio 


Vocal quartet by four-way pickup between New York, Washington, 
Chicago and Hollywood was aired Saturday night (9) on ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences,’ audience-participation show on NBC-Red (WEAF) for Procter 
& Gamble. Singers were a coast guardsman in the studio in New York, 
a marine in Washington, a sailor from the Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station in Chicago and a soldier from Hollywood. Stunt was the ‘Conse- 
quence’ when the coast guardsman failed to name the ‘First Lady of the 
Nile.” His answer was that he didn’t know because the Coast Guard 
doesn't go out that far 

Four service men harmonized ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
20th Century-Fox picture of that name. Because of the value of the net- 
work plug involved, the studio paid the line charges for the hookup, 
amounting to $1,417. Although there have been several previous instances 
of costly stunts on the ‘Truth or Consequences’ show, they have previously 
been paid for by Ralph Edwards, producer of the series, out of the pack- 
age price for the program. 





theme song from the current 





Nostalgia was rampant on the occasion of Billie Burke’s guester with 
Eddie Canior last Wednesday The widow of Flo Ziegfeld naturally 
pointed up the yesteryear ‘Follies,’ and Cantor played it to the hilt with 
sentiment and reprise of Bert Williams, Van & Schenck, W. C. Fields, 
et al., plus the cavalcade of former Berlin, Gus Kahn-Walter Donaldson 
and other song hits. It was a sprightly hark-back. ; 





Cal Tinney, in a broadcast over Mutual, expressed his disapproval of 
recent statements about labor by ‘Horatio-at-the-Bridge Kaltenborn.’ It 
was one of the first times a commentator on a commercial network pro- 
gram name-jibed at another miker. 





KGO, Oakland, Cal., with a record of only 23% seconds net operating 
time lost during 1941, has been awarded General Electric’s annual award 
to the NBC or Blue network*station with the least time off the air through 
technical failures. 


Hazel Scott, who has been hot-pianoing on WMCA, New York, has de- 
clined a bid to CBS for a buildup. Network proferred her generous 
guarantees, but wanted exclusives on her services. Her manager thought 
otherwise on latter proviso and deal chilled. 





—————————————————— 





B ana plays ... whistles scream... 
workmen cheer, and a Navy sub-chaser slides down 
the ways to the narrow Ohio, three hundred miles 
from the sea! What! An ocean-going fighting craft 
. . . built and launched but a rope’s length from teem- 
ing, tumultuous Pittsburgh .. . 315 miles inland from 
its salt-water destination? Precisely! 


KDKA, Westinghouse in Pittsburgh, was alert to the 
drama of the event, so important to the 
Nation's war-effort ... aware of the oppor- 
- tunity to transmit the thrill of the launching 
to millions of listeners. So, KDKA was on 
deck to broadcast the ceremonies, including 


” 





cently head of KLO (Ogden) stu- 
dios in Salt Lake, joins the announc- 
ing staff. 


the award of the All-Navy “E” to the Dravo 


~ 





REPRESENTED NATIONALLY 








Purdy, Pix, and Bulletin Index Photes 


Corporation, which goes down to the sea in ships... 
via Pittsburgh! 


Some call it “showmanship”. . . this reportorial sixth- 
sense that puts a man and a mike where things hap- 
pen. Westinghouse Stations prefer to think of it as 
alertness, awareness . . . a chance to deliver a plus 
to audience and advertiser alike, whenever and wher- 
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SPOT SALES 
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‘ADMINISTRATIVE HUMILITY QUALITY NOT 








POSSESSED OR ESTEEMED BY COMMISH 


So Declares Attorney at 


Sanders Hearings — Dis- 


regard of Congress Also Alleged—Paley, Davis, 
Stanton, Cahill, Burns Testify 





Washington, May 12. 


Revision of the shop-worn 1934 
Communications act—especially con- 
crete definition of the ‘public in- 
terest, convenience, and necessity’ 
catch phrase—is imperative to end 
administrative absolutism which dis- 
regards Congress,’ the House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee was told 
last week. 

Back-door methods employed by 
the FCC to supervise business con- 
duct and management of networks 
and stations threaten to reduce all of 
the industry to the status of a*Fed- 
eral Charlie McCarthy unless Con- 
gress calls a halt, spokesmen for the 
two senior webs told the lawmakers 
in begging for broad procedural and 
administrative changes in the exist- 
ing regulatory apparatus, Leading 
foes of the Commission’s anti- 
monopoly rules related in detail why 
it is essential to have an unmistak- 
able legislative declaration of how 
far the regulators may go in seeing 








le 
Personalities that sell 








Tops in rating, 
and in selling 


Eastern time-buyers often 


ask—‘How can 80 many 
KSO local programs do a 
job against network com- 
petition?” 


The answer is Personali- 
ties That Sell—personalities 
like Dale Morgan, whose 
Inquiring Microphone holds 
the top Hooper rating (7.7) 
over two familiar network 
shows aired at the same 
time. 


In eight years of curb- 
stone chatter, Dale Morgan 
has matched wits with more 
than 50,000 bystanders—and 
has” taken a few verbal 
lickings. But his sponsors 
have been consistent win- 
ners. 


Recently, the “ban” moved 
him indoors, but did not 
slow him down. With studio 
guests and telephone inter- 
views to replace his side- 
walk celebrities, Dale is still 
making friends for KSO— 
and customers for Spark 
Soap. 


With lowa farm-income 
raised by peak wartime 
production, it’s well to have 
the sales-personalities of 
KSO and/or KRNT work- 
ing for you in lowa’s No. 1 
market—Des Moines and its 
extensive trading area. 


KSO 


DES MOINES 


BASIC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA * 
5000 WATTS 


Affiliated with the 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 


Represented by The Katz Agency 





that the American people get the 
best possible radio service. 

Though there were occasional indi- 
cations some members tend to feel 
the Commish should be more than 
a traffic cop of the spectrum, the 
chief reaction apparent from ques- 
tioning by Committee members was 
one of consternation over the wav 
the regulators have, in network 
opinion, used their authority. This 
was most obvious when John J. 
Burns, counsel for CBS, was giving 
a three-hour explanation about the 
differences between the philosophy 
embodied in the network regulations 
and the apparent intentions of Con- 
gress. 


Burns Excites Interest 
Of Committee Members 


After John T. Cahill, special NBC 
attorney, and William S. Paley had 
delivered familiar arguments and 
Elmer Davis and Frank Stanton, CBS 
commentator and researcher respec- 
tively, had pointed with pride, Burns 
intrigued the legislators so deeply 
they never allowed him to present 
his prepared statement. The former 
New Deal office-holder—who helped 
draft the Securities Act and the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act 
—described how the majority of the 
Commission (only one of whom sat 
through the long drawn out hear- 
ings) ‘scoured and combed the stat- 
ute’ to find justification for their 
sweeping attempt to dictate relations 
between networks and affiliates. 

Industry fear of incurring FCC 
wrath was made apparent during 
Burns’ testimony. Though he was un- 
willing (like preceeding witnesses) 
to make direct accusations or give 
detailed reasons for his suspicions, 
the CBS attorney clearly got over 
the idea that broadcasters believe it’s 
wise not to contest the regulators if 
you want io keep in business. When 
Rep. Carl Hinshaw of California 
commented on the ‘timidity’ of indus- 
try members, Burns deftly observed 
‘the good-will of the Commission is 
a not inconsiderable asset’ and ex- 
plained there seldom is ‘an out and 
out case where the Commission says 
‘do this—or else.’ 

There is a profound difference be- 
tween a statute like that governing 
the FCC and the Securities Act or 
the various laws regarding railroads, 
Burns noted. In the Communications 
Act, Congress set up a licensing sys- 
tem to see that qualified individuals 
exploited the ether. Minute details 
of conduct of other industries come 
under Federal scrutiny, he explained, 
because Congress unmistakably said 
it wanted the various boards to act 
as policemen, 

‘If we’d been tipped off on the 
technique of the FCC, we could have 
saved a lot of trouble for the S.E.C.,’ 
the former S.E.C. counsel com- 
mented. ‘We only would have to 
license holding companies and then 
say they can’t get a license if they 
own certain operating companies.’ 


Every Aspect of Radio 
Would Fall Under FCC 


If the theory of the Commish ma- 
jority is correct, every phase of ra- 
dio—including program content— 
will be brought under Federal direc- 
tion, Burns warned. Newspapers can 
be forbidden to own stations, without 
Congress having a thing to say on 


.| the issue. Rate cards probably would 


be subjected to FCC examination. 
Networks could be destroyed with- 
out any possibility of protecting the 
substantial investments. 

After Paley had skimmed over the 
challenged rules, Burns undertook 
to explain the regulations are ‘revo- 
lutionary.” He was quizzed sharply 
about the history of the investiga- 
tion, with several members reflecting 
disapproval that no evidence was 
presented concerning the possible 
effect of such sweeping changes in 
long-established business methods. 
He gave the legislators a detailed 
lecture on the practical consequences 
of the intricate provisions for judi- 
cial review of Commish decisions. He 
told pointedly how the FCC major- 
ity sought to smear webs, charging 
they went out of their way to smell 
monopoly and commenting the re- 
port ‘shrieks’ with a philosophy of 
hostility to private enterprise. 





‘There was not a single bit of evi- 














dence before the Commission—ex- 
cept for two isolated instances 
(Mutual's hold on the World Series 
and the lack of competition in Buf- 
falo)—that network _ contracts 
worked against the public interest,’ 
Burns asserted. ‘There was prac- 
tically no evidence before the Com- 
mission on the vital issue of what 
would happen to chain broadcasting 
if these rules were enforced. Not 
until two years after the testimony 
was in and the arguments closed was 
there even a suggestion that the 
Commission was considering for- 
bidding option time.’ 


Fly Is Hailed As 
‘Pretty Smart Himself’ 


The method employed by the Com- 
mish in attempting to break up net- 
works is ‘ingenious,’ Burns conceded, 
but hardly ‘reflects credit’ on gov- 
ernmental agencies. Chairman James 
L. Fly had ‘smart advisers and is 
pretty smart himself,’ he noted, so 
when the United States Supreme! 
Court, in the 1940 Sanders Bros. 
case, waved a red flag at the regula- 
tors the phraseology of the proposed 
regulations was altered to ‘get 
around’ the barriers in the way of 
supervising business conduct. When 
the chains tried to get a fair court 
test of the Commission’s power to 
issue such decrees, the government 
lawyers resorted to technicalities, he 
protested, although until recent years 


the FCC ‘always. stuck to its 
knitting.’ 
Analyzing the practices most 


directly affected by the reform com- 
mandments, Burns insisted Colum- 
bia’s exclusivity clause is ‘a two-way 
bargain,’ time options are ‘an ar- 
rangement whereby the affiliate ap- 
points the network as its agent,’ the 
remuneration is determined.by the 
need for the outlet and its ability to 
reach the market, and five-year con- 
tracts are essential to stability. 

In negotiating agreements, ‘some- 
times the networks are at a dis- 
advantage, but sometimes the net- 
work is in the driver’s seat,’ the CBS 
attorney declared. When there are 
few outlets available, the webs often 
are held up; in situations with plenty 
of stations available, the chain is in 
the best bargaining position. Though 
the Commish ‘talked as though’ the 
affiliation pacts were devices to re- 
strain trade, the regulators didn’t 
dare,say so directly, he noted. 

As for the possibility of testing the 
regulations in the manner suggested 
by the Commish and the majority of 
the three-judge New York court, 
Burns was extremely pessimistic. 
Considering the attitude of the FCC, 
‘a man with a precious license is not 
going to die on the barricades for 
the sake of the Fifth Amendment,’ he 
observed. The statutory tribunal 
which NBC and-CBS invoked in the 
so-far-unsuccessful effort to get a 
hearing on the merits of the rules 
is the speediest and fairest way of 
thrashing out such a vital issue, in 
Burns’ estimation. 

Forbidding time options is the 
most effective way of destroying 
chains, Burns warned. The only 
possible way to keep going would be 
to buy gobs of time and run the risk 
of being able to peddle all of it to ad- 
vertisers. Networks would collapse 
under this load. 

No alternative has appeared, Burns 
and Paley advised the lawmakers. 
When Rep. Clarence Brown of Ohio 
asked about the possibility of a con- 
tract without any option clause, 
Burns noted the Commish feels it 
can pass on any agreements. Paley 
related asking Fly if the webs could 
arrange to pay nominal amounts for 
time used for sustaining programs 
and greater sums for periods re-sold 
and being told such a device ‘would 
be an evasion.” Brown commented 
‘then he’s going to fix rates, too’ and 
Paley replied ‘that’s the implication.’ 


‘Unsuspected Authority’ 
Self-Found by FCC 


The ban on network ownership is 
‘a very unusual extension of admin- 
istrative power,’ according to Burns. 
Licenses were obtained in accord- 
ance with law and have been re- 
newed as in the public interest, but 
suddenly a regulatory body finds un- 
suspected authority to ‘compel the 
sale of millions’ worth of property.’ 
Even in ordering holding companies 
to dispose of electric operating com- 
panies, Congress didn’t provide such 
a painful process; the ‘power trust’ 
was assured a hearing, the S.E.C. 
had to issue an order which was sub- 





ject to court review, a receiver was 
required to administer the property, ; 


Subversive Cheating 





Cleveland, May 132. 

Foreign language broadcaster 
suspected one of his lingual an- 
nouncers of possible fifth column 
activity and arranged for an out- 
side monitoring service to fol- 
low and translate the programs. 

Monitor found the programs 
free of politics, but the report 
revealed to the station man that 
the announcer had several com- 
mercial accounts he was han- 
dling without reporting the fact, 
or paying the station. 








and the value could not be destroyed. 
In this instance, however, the Com- 
mish has undertaken to force sales 
by applying pressure to other sta- 
tions, not by direct action against 
the network*owners, 


Both Burns and Paley were in 
favor of the Sanders bill, though the 
CBS attorney feels regulation of 
broadcasting should be entirely di- 
vorced from telephone and telegraph 
regulation. Different agencies should 
administer the statute, since ‘a pub- 
lic-utility-minded regulator cannot 
easily compartmentize his thinking.’ 

Remarking the Commish has ‘none 
of the administrative humility which 
ought to characterize our govern- 
ment,’ Burns advised that Congress 
‘knows how to use language intelli- 
gently, how to spell out its will’ 
whenever it wants to regulate busi- 
ness practices and the conduct of 
management, 


Cahill Gets Grilling On 
‘Public Interest’ Concept 


After a brief discussion about the 
dangerous life-and-death power of 
the Commish, Cahill was grilled 
sharply about his concept of ‘pub- 
lic interest. Chairman Clarence F. 
Lea of California and Representative 
Charles H. Wolverton of New Jer- 
sey both took the view the 
networks should not be entirely free 
to decide all operating problems, but 
the NBC counsel insisted the only 
public interest requiring Federal 
supervision is good service from a 
technical viewpoint. 


Public interest as used in legisla- 
tion ‘always connoted an objective 
standard which everybody under- 
stood,’ Cahill maintained. The pub- 
lic has no greater interest involved 
in the methods of radio operation 
than in the practices of many other 
industries. Competition will assure 
high quality service, he predicted, 
since the public won’t support pri- 
vate groups of which it doesn’t ap- 
prove. If one network fails to do a 
good job, another will take its place. 

Opportunity for the chains to al- 
low one customer to use facilities 
and to deny another access to the 
listening audience calls for a Fed- 
eral umpire, Wolverton § argued. 
Since facilities are so restricted and 
limited, there is need for ‘extensive 
regulatory powers’ to prevent private 
monopolies, in his judgment. When 
Cahill quoted Roger Baldwin, 
American Civil Liberties Union di- 
rector, as fearing governmental dic- 
tation and censorship, the New Jer- 
sey Republican remarked ‘the danger 
equally exists when we leave such 
decisions in private hands.’ 

The trouble with government com- 
missions, Wolverton opined, is the 
calibre of men composing them, not 
the laws under which they operate. 
Without commenting specifically on 
the FCC, he remarked there are 
numerous regulators with little 
knowledge about the industries they 
are expected to regulate. 


If the rules are applied stringently, 
Columbia might be compelled to sell 
KNX, Los Angeles, KMOX, St. Louis, 
and WCCO, Minneapolis and cer- 
tainly would have to give up WBT, 
Charlotte, Paley told the House 
group. But the ‘most detrimental’ 
provision is the ban on time options, 
which would result in ‘mumbo jumbo’ 
conditions throughout the industry. 

Throughout his discussion, Paley 
referred with alarm to the philos- 
ophy reflected in the majority report 
and protested that radio’s ‘right of 


publication’ is threatened. He ap. 
pealed to Congress for a law giving 
broadcasters the same freedom of 
expression and operation as the press 
enjoys, warning ‘the ways in which 
censorship can result are so obvious 
we think a great danger exists.’ 
Remedial legislation—-whether by 
Congress or a regulatory body— 
should be based on ‘evils that are 
proven,’ not merely fear that some 
potentially undesirable result will 
materialize. 


If Congress clarifies the law, there 
is no necessity for licensing net. 
works, Paley told Rep. Jared Y. San- 
ders, author of the revision measure, 
Otherwise, it would be very desir- 
able to require webs to get Federal 
permits. Only by this means can they 
gain the opportunity of doing busi- 
ness directly with the Commish, 
which now ‘uses back alleys and 
smear us obliquely.’ Paley pleaded 
with the House group to ‘make us 
legitimate’ in some manner. 


Broadcasting ‘cannot live  half- 
slave and half-free, Paley admon- 
ished the lawmakers. Pointing to 
the industry’s accomplishments and 
contributions to public welfare, he 
commented ‘to a remarkable extent, 
we have been self-regulating. We 
have recognized and corrected many 
of our faults. We have learned, 
very quickly and in many 
when the public disagreed with us or 
disliked what we were doing. We 
have been swiftly and competitively 
responsible to the stimulus of public 
reaction. 

‘The laws of broadcasting itself 
should be deliberately designed to 
make it lawful and honorable and 
proper and right for radio to grow 
and flourish, I say that the basic 
law of radio should be deliberately 
drawn to keep radio free, rather than 
to throttle and hamstring it by shov- 
ing it into any strait-jacket of wrong 
kind of regulation,’ Paley asserted. 


‘If in the ordinary regulation of 
commodities and physical things, 
such a Commission’s power goes too 
far, probably no irreparable damage 
is done and probably in the course 
of time proper corrections are made. 
When you come to the realm of 
ideas, of news, of culture, I believe 
the damage is greater to the degree 
that the mind is more important than 
physical things. 

‘Because regulation inevitably 
feeds on itself and so does the 
crusading spirit, it is reasonable to 
expect that a commission with these 
powers would be trying to regulate 
more and more, rather than less and 
less. What it does, it will always 
do for the most righteous of reasons 
° . A resourceful Commission so 
minded might well devise ways to 
seize control of every phase of radio 
broadcasting regardless of the pro- 
hibitions and the silences in the 
present statute on which we have 
relied so heavily in the past. This 
is a danger, and a very real one.’ 
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When you buy time— 
BUY AN AUDIENCE 
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WNAX, SIOUX CITY - YANK- 
ton—CBS Farm Station has 
opening for personality selling 
announcer capable of fronting 
studio shows. News experience 
valuable. 

Send details, experience and 
transcription direct to Art Smith, 





WNAX—Yankton, South Dakota. 























D’ARTEGA’S 


ORCHESTRA RENEWED ON 


“BELIEVE IT OR NOT” 


Sat. 10 P.M—Blue Net—103 Stations 


“D’ARTEGA PRESENTS” 


25 Minutes of D’Artega’s transcriptions PLUS 
his own ‘live’ announcements and comments— 
WMCA, Tuesdays, 9:05 P.M. 


BOOKINGS: DELL PETERS—MCA 
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Would Be Drafty, Too 





Washington, May 12. 


If Congress will rewrite the Communications Act, making clear the 
extent of Commission regulatory powers, the broadcasting industry 
won't be afraid of being caught in public in its underwear. But if 
the web reform rules are upheld, the regulators soon will have most 


of the industry’s outer garments. 


This simile was injected into the House radio hearings by Rep- 
resentative James McGranery, of Philadelphia, and John J. Burns, 
When the latter CBS attorney was relating how quickly—in compari- 
son to other industries—radio went through the short-pants stage, 
the Pennsylvania Democrat queried, ‘You feel radio is entitled now 
to long pants, instead of short ones’? 

‘Instead of no pants at all,’ quipped Burns. 








Radio Writers To 
Freshen Up War 
Appeals on Air 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Constant pounding of the Govern- 
ment’s war messages on the radio 
with the same stereotyped text is 
proving more harmful than helpful 
and resultantly a new formula is be- 
ing devised by W. B. Lewis, head of 
the radio division of Office of Facts 
and Figures, for application here by 
Nat Wolff, Hollywood rep for OFF. 
New plan to be tried out is to have 
writers on programs carrying the 
messages prepare their own scripts 
and, where possible, weave them 
into the continuity of the show, 


Where the message stands by it- 
self, it is Wolfft’s proposal to call in 
a film star to make the appeal. 
Nighttime programs have been asked 
to carry one Government message a 
month, while daytimers are expected 
to allot time twice a month. This 
week’s messages concern War Bonds, 
USO and automobile pooling. 


Change in approach was deemed 
advisable by the Treasury Depart- 
ment when the sale of War Bonds 
failed to progress favorably. Some 
placed the blame on the sameness of 
messages on all programs. Also, too 
much emphasis on the purchase of 
War Bonds left the general impres- 
sion that, with that duty performed, 
the listeners have done their part 
toward winning the war and little 
else mattered. 


CONG. LIBRARY OFFERS 
"THIS [5 HISTORY’ DISCS 


Washington, May 12. 

New experiment in documentary 
radio programs is being tried out 
by the U. S. Library of Congress 
and its chief librarian, Archibald 
MacLeish. 

Entitled ‘This Is History,’ series of 
six 15-minute broadcasts have been 
spoken for by ‘more than 100’ radio 
stations throughout the country. 
Programs are written and performed 
by ‘the American people themselves,’ 
the Library announced. 

Produced by the Library’s radio 
research project and financed through 
the Rockefeller and Carnegie Foun- 
dations, material for the programs 
was gathered by field workers sent 
to various sections of the country 
to sample the sentiment of persons 
‘living under many aspects of Amer- 
ican life.” Several hundred hours 
of recordings were taken by engi- 
neers who followed the interviewers 
with recording apparatus carried by 
the Library’s new, fully-equipped 
sound truck. 

Headed by Philip H. Cohen, chief 
of the Library’s research project, 
with Alan Lomax, of the Library’s 
Archive of American Folk Song, as 
editor, the recordings represent a 
‘spontaneous expression of the peo- 
ple, speaking for themselves and 
heard against an authentic back- 
ground of the actual sounds of their 
community life,” the Library ex- 
plained. 

Programs are based on material 
gathered among the ‘Okies’ of South- 
ern California; mountain farmers of 
Young Harris County, Ga.; partici- 
pants at a folk festival at Asheville, 
N. C., and a traveling carnival. Other 
aural ‘shots’ include the story of a 
defense ‘boom town’ at Wilmington, 
N. C., and recordings from the peo- 
ple of the Eastern shore of Mary- 
land and Virginia. 











Milwaukee—Ernest Stanhope, an- 
nouncer, has left WEMP for WIBA 
in Madison, Wis., and is replaced by 
Robert Artman, from WTAQ, Green 
Bay, Wis. 








Short-Handed 


Rochester, N. Y., May 12. 

WHAM tried a femme announcer 
for first time due to temporary 
shortage in staff. Hazel Cowles, who 
handles the station’s ‘Women Only’ 
progrem, got the assignment and sta- 
tion officials checked audience re- 
action in case draft should force staff 
changes. 

At the same time, Arthur Kelly, 
station’s publicity director who has 
a radio engineer commercial license, 
doubled temporarily in the control 
room and on the announcer staff. 


Truman Brize, advertising  sales- 
man, helped out in the publicity 


office. 
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Ward Caille Boosted 


Chicago, May 12. 

Ward Caille, script writer in 
WBBM continuity department, ele- 
vated to continuity editor’s post as 
of May 1, 

Promotion came about with resig- 
nation of George Stellman, who 
joined Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
agency, as continuity assistant to 
Max Wylie. 


NLRB TELLS WOV 








Washington, May 12. 

Recommendation that WOV, New 
York, recognize the American Com- 
munications Association, Local 16 
(CIO), as sole collectiv: bargaining 
agent of its employees was made 
recently by Trial Examiner Earl 
S. Bellman of the National Labor 
Relations Board iu an intermediate 
report. Station was charged with 
having ‘in various ways engaged in 
interference and coercion of its em- 
ployees in their rigl.ts to self- 
organization.’ In addition, Bellman 
directed the company to reinstate, 
with back pay, 31 workers who 
struck on Nov. 3 and 4, 1940, during 
bargaining negotiations. The com- 
pany later contendec that individual 
members had committed acts of 
sabotage. 

According to the Trial Examiner, 
the company had not refused to bar- 
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TO RECOGNIZE ACA 





Stroh Brewery Renews Classical 


Program, Expensive (56) Local Show 





gain collectively prior to the strike 
but had done so later. The fact that 
a strike intervened during negotia- 
tions—although it may have been 
‘unwise and accompanied by wrong- 
fu. acts’—did not absolve WOV from 
its duty to bargain, Bellman found. 
Company's belief tha’ the strikers 
had indulged in sabotage was 
‘secondary,’ he said, in determining 
the outfit’s course of conduct in its 
‘primary’ determination to make 
good its threat to the strikers of loss 
of employment and to avoid dealing 
with the ACA, 

Coincidentally, Bellman recom- 
mended that the unfair labor prac- 
tice complaint be dismissed, insofar 
as it alleged the company: (1) dis- 
charged any of its employees on or 
about Nov. 3 and 4, 1940; (2) urged 
and offered inducements to its em- 
ployees to form, aid, become and re- 
main members of an unaffiliated or- 
ganization confined to “:e employees 
of the respondent; (3) misrepre- 
sented to its employees that the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board has no 
jurisdigsion with respect to an issue 
concerning an appropriate bargain- 
ing unit among the said employees; 
and (4) attempted to blacklist and 
otherwise to prevent its employees 
from securing employment. 








Detroit, May 12. 

Rated at the peak in expensive 
single-station shows, Stroh Brewery 
here has again signed up its Gus 
Haenchen half-hours over WJR. It 
marks the third season for the sum- 
mer shows, which costs the beer 
makers close to $5,000 a week. 

Items which make the show cosily 
include a 35-piece all-string orches- 
tra, salaries and ‘flying expenses’ to 
and from New York for Haenchen 
and the two imported singers, Mar- 
garet Daum and Thomas L. Thomas, 
and the fact that the show, after be- 
ing assembled here, goes on the road 
for a part of its 13-week season, the 
broadcasts being picked up from key 
cities throughout Michigan. Another 
factor is that the Stroh Brothers in- 
sist on all original arrangements of 
light concert music for the programs, 

No slight factor in keeping the 
Freres Stroh at red-hot interest in 
their $5,000-a-week show is that ihe 
station records all the broadcasts on 
33’s for them. The Strohs, greaf 
music lovers, are given to private 
soirees in which they wear out their 
guests with hours of their favorite 
program recordings. 

————— ______ =3 
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ASCAP-Licensed Radio Stations 


° af no cost to you 





8 an added service to your advertisers 
A and a source of additional musie 
profits to your station, ASCAP announces 
the creation of a Radio Program Service. 
For more than a year, now, ASCAP has 
studied successful methods of merchan- 
dising with music. Today, we are able ta 
offer, without cast to you, an expertly writ- 
ten, carefully rested series of weekly half- es 


hour programs. 


They are adapted for either live or re- 
corded music, quickly available from your 
own library. No mention of the Society is 
included and no songs “plugged.” 

Three different series have been pre- 


pared to prevent duplication, 


Special seasonal and holiday scripts keep 
these programs timely and effective. 
Simple and inexpensive in production, 
adaptable for either a single advertiser or 
participating sponsorship, Tested types of 
commercials for many kinds of businesses 
are included in the service. Your scripts 
will reach you thirteen weeks in advance 
. complete with suggested music, dia- 


logue, careful timing and ready to sell. ; 


Your ASCAP license entitles you to 
this service .. . and others being built 
at the moment ... without cost. 

Write us now so you will receive the 
entire series... and start changing muss 


costs into music profits. 


ASCAP RADIO PROGRAM SERVICE — 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
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Philadelphia Opera’s Ambitious Tour; 





Has 74 Dates Booked So Far 


¥ 


Th Philadelphia Opera Co., com- 
posed of 32 singers and an orchestra 
of 15 under Sylvan Levin, will tour 
35 cities this fall in three operas, 
‘Fledermaus,’ ‘Faust’ and ‘Marriage 
of Figaro,’ all to be given in Eng- 
lish. The company has 74 dates 
booked so far and will play seven 
weeks in Philadelphia as well. 

It will tour the middle west and 
New England and is being sold at 
an asking price of. $2,500. Company 
hopes to gross about $200,000. 

Its ideas are to streamline and 
modernize opera. To this end three 
theories are being promulgated. 
These are that opera must be given 
before groups of people who have 
never seen it before, in English, 
and at popular prices. Then the per- 
sonnel of the company must not 
only have good voices, but youth 
and looks, and lastly, stage direc- 
tion must simplify old operatic tra- 
dition. This will be done in a major 
sense by making Cherubino in 
‘Nozze di Figaro’ a man, as well as 
making Siebel ‘Faust’ a man, in- 
stead of a contralto. 


OPERA'S $51,500 
FOR FIVE DAYS 
IN CUBA 


Havana, May 12. 

Grossing $51,500, the National 
Opera Co., with Georgio D’Andria as 
impresario, finished a five day season 
here May 5. Season opened April 29 
with ‘Aida’ with a top of $10 for box 
seats and a minimum of $4 for the 
2,500 seat house. 

Casts included most of the mem- 
bers of the Metropolitan enroute to 
South America. ‘Aida’ had Zinka 
Milanov, Bruna Castagna, Arthur 
Carron, Nino Ruisi, and Alex Duno. 
‘Traviata’ had Helen Jepson, Fran- 
cesco Naya, and Francesco Valen- 
tino. ‘Gioconda’ had the Misses Mi- 
lanov, Castagna, Frederick Jagel, 
Duno, Nicolas Moscona, and Char- 
lotte Bourdon. ‘Mignon’ had Jeannie 
Tourel, Moscona, Christina Carroll, 
and Armand Tokatyan, while ‘Ballo 
in Maschera’ closed the proceedings 
with Jagel, the Misses Milanov and 
Castagna. Valentino, Moscona and 
Ruisi. Giuseppe Bamboschek con- 
ducted and Armano Agnini was stage 
director. 











Richmond Lineup 
Richmond, Va., May 12. 


The Mishaux Moody Civic Music } 


Course here will present five at- 
tractions for the 1942-43 season. 
This is the biggest of all Virginia 
music courses. 

Attractions will be Vladimir Horo- 
witz, Eleanor Steber and Norman 
Cordon in joint recital, the Ballet 
Russe in two appearances, the Phil- 
adelphia orchestra and the: Metro- 
nolitan Opera Co. 


JOBIN, WARREN TO MEXICO 


Join Jagel, Milanov There For Latin 
Journey 








Raoul Jobin, French - Canadian 
tenor of the Met, and Leonard War- 
ren, Met baritone, flew to Texas Sat- 
urday (9), on the first leg of their 
trip to South America. In Mexico 
they will pick up Frederick Jagel 
and Zinka Milanov, tenor and so- 
prano of the Met respectively. 

Concerts will be given by the art- 
ists individually in Peru and other 
South American countries before the 
group reaches Rio. 


St. L. Orch Drops 
Guidi After ‘Row 
With Golschmann 




















St. Louis, May 12. 
A row between Vladimir Golsch- 


symph, and Scipione Guidi, concert 
master and assistant conductor of 
the orch for the past 10 years, has 
resulted in no contract being offered 


Guidi for the 1942-43 season. It is 
reported that the row started re- 
cently when the local tooters were 
m~king a recording of Sibelius’ First 
Symphony. Golschmann is said to 
have become excited in his demands 
from the first violins and hinted that 
the concertmaster was negligent. 

Efforts to effect a reconciliation 
since have failed. 


Execs of the symph society profess 
to know nothing about the turmoil 
and Mrs, Clifford W. Gaylord, chair- 
man of the society’s board of di- 
rectors, said no commitments will 
be made for the new season until 
June 1, when plans will be made on 
the basis of the coir in the till. 


POP OP NO FLOP 
AT 16 GROSSES 


A new type of opera company, 
which can get by with a gross of 
only $1,000 per performance, and 
playing small cities where opera has 
never been given before, has finished 
its first American tour and returned 
to N.Y., after playing 25 perform- 
ances from April 9 to April 28. Tour 
grossed a little under $25,000 at 50c to 
$1.65 scale, with 25c matinees for 
kids. Company, the American Civic 
Opera, played as often as three times 
daily in presenting two operas, 
‘Rigoletto,’ nine times, and ‘Barber 
of Seville,’ 16 times. 


The company is under the manage- 
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j}ment of Reed Lawton, founder and 
[principal baritone, and will start 
|May 15 a summer tour of New Eng- 
jland, A fall and winter tour will 
also be given. Performances are 
|aimed at schools and colleges, with 
booking being sold. on _ percent- 
age. An additional two operas will 
| be added for the fall tour, these be- 
| ing ‘Boheme’ and ‘Traviata.’ 

| Company is composed of Agatha 
Borzi, Norman Rowland, Gabor Car- 
|ell, Dolores Cassinelli, Nino Carbone, 
| Foster Miller and Dan Fox, Conduc- 
|tor was Josef Furgiuele on the last 
|tour, and a 10-piece orchestra was 
carried. 


Brisk Start for Stadium 


In its 25th season, Stadium Con- 
certs of N. Y. has sold all tables 
for opening night June 17, the first 
time in the Stadium history that 
this has happened six weeks in ad- 
vance of the opening. 

Programs from June 17 to June 
30 include Artur Rodzinski, Franz 
Allers, Alexander Smallens and 
Fritz Reiner conductors, with Artur 
Rubinstein, Albert Spalding, Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo, Eleanor Fine 




















and Josef Hofmann as soloists. 


mann, conductor of the St. Louis- 


Opera Reviews 


‘Carmen’ opened Fortune Gallo’s 
fifth season at the Center, N. Y., May 
7 with the San Carlo Opera Co. The 
performance was an excellent one 
and vied in many ways with the 
higher-priced but less vital perform- 
ances at the Metropolitan. 

First and foremost among the “art- 
ists was Carlo Peroni, the conductor, 
whose steady beat and excellent 
tempi kept the performance moving 
at a rapid and well-coordinated pace. 
Coe Glade, the Carmen, shows signs 
of age in her upper register, but both 
vocally and dramatically she is head 
and shoulders over the Metropoli- 
tan’s highly touted Lily Djanel. The 
singer’s dancing also featured the 
performance. As Jose, Sidney Rayner 
was in good voice. The ‘Parle moi de 
ma Mere’ and ‘La Fleur’ were both 
delivered in superb French, with ex- 
cellent phrasing and brilliant top 
notes. Rayners extra poundage, 
however, hardly characterizes a ro- 
mantic officer. Mostyn Thomas made 
a luscious-voiced, powerful Escamillo 
who stopped the show with the To- 
reador song. 

Best of the cast was Dorothy Kir- 
sten, excellent 24-year-old lyric so- 
prano. Singer completely stopped 
the show for several minutes in her 
brilliant ‘Je dis che rien’ with mag- 
nificent top ‘B’ flats, excellent French 
and superb quality. Her acting was 
vital and poignant, and she is a look- 
er in the bargain. She’s a bet for the 
Met next fall. Harold Kravitt was a 
shaky-voiced Zuniga. 

House sold out to the doors, with 
440 seats removed, leaving capacity 
at $3,000. 


‘Traviata,’ given by fhe San Carlo 
Monday (11), was barely an adequate 
performance. Parts of the action and 
singing sparkled, but other portions 
were so disintegrated as to cause a 
lack of complete balance. Badly 
placed mikes caused much havoc 
with acoustics. Lucille Meusel, the 
Violetta, sang the C’s and E flat in 
the ‘Sempre Libera’ with clarity and 
true pitch, but her voice is small and 
her use of it is routine. Eugene Con- 
ley was an excellent Alfredo, singing 
the top C offstage in ‘Un di felice,’ 
and acting with grace and conviction. 
Ivan Petroff was a powerful figure as 
the elder Germont, and sang ‘Di pro- 
venza il mar’ with resonant tones 
and brilliant high notes. Conducting 
of Carlo Peroni was excellent, as 
usual, but the chorus was not up to 
par. 








‘Boheme,’ given Sunday (10) at the 
Center, N. Y., by the San Carlo, 
challenged quite successfully any 
presentation at the Met this season. 
Making her debut in the role of 
Mimi, Dorothy Kirsten strengthened 
the impression that hers is one of 
the finest lyric sopranos in the coun- 
try today. Powerful, crystal clear in 














quality, and endowed with extraor- 


'dinary richness, coupled with excel- 


lent acting ability and looks, the 
young singer is heading for the top 
in a hurry. Her ‘Addio,’ concluded 


| with the top ‘B’ fiat, was standout 


of the performance. Sidney Rayner 
as Rudolfo was in brilliant voice. 
His ‘Che gelida manina’ concluded 
with a brilliant high ‘C’ held for a 
half dozen seconds, together with 
the ‘O soave fanciulla’ with Kirsfen, 
brought both the tenor and soprano 
an ovation. Why the Met let Rayner 
go remains a mystery. Leola Turner 
was a fair Musetta, Mario Valle an 
overacting Marcello, and Harold 
Kravitt a shaky-voiced  Colline. 
Carlo Peroni directed brilliantly. 





*Aida’ given Saturday evening (9) 
by the San Carlo is one of the com- 
pany’s better presentations. Mobley 
Lushanya in the title role was a 
magnificent looking Aida who sang 
with considerable power and under- 
standing. Her acting was forceful 
throughout. 

The Indian soprano sang the ‘O 
patria Mia,’ concluded with a fine top 
‘Cc’ Arnold Lindi was a powerful 
voiced Rhadames, who delivered an 
excellent ‘Celeste Aida’ and rattled 
the rafters with a succession of top 
‘B’ flats. Moystyn Thomas sang a 
virile Amonasro, and Coe Glade was 
a slinky, magnificently costumed 
Amneris whose vocalism was excel- 
lent. Harold Kravitt was not up to 
par as Ramfis. Chorus and orchestra 
under Carlo Peroni were both tops. 





‘Rigoletto’ was the second of the 
San Carlo performances and really 
reached the heights. In the title role, 
Ivan Petroff covered himself with 
vocal and histrionic glory. The bari- 
tone was in superb voice, with his 
round, booming top tones and bril- 
liant quality always in evidence, 
while his acting was excellent 
throughout. The Met has few bari- 
tones who can equal him. As the 
Duke, Eugene Conley revealed a 
small voice of pleasant quality, best 
in the upper register, where his top 
tones were fine. He sang the high 
‘C’ sharp at the end of ‘Addio Addio 
sperenza ed anima’ with ease, and 
his artistic phrasing of ‘Parmi veder 
le lagrime’ and ‘La donna e mobile’ 
stopped the show. Grace Pamvini 
delivered an excellent ‘Caro Nome.’ 
tonped by a crystal clear ‘E’ above 
‘ and sang with a smooth legato 
and liquor quality throughort. 

Eddy. 








Gallo’s 31st Annual Opera Tour — 





Has Given Several Operas 1,000 Times Each— 
Grossed $22,000,000 During Three Decades 





AUSTRIAN ART CONCERT 


Symphony Under Five Conductors 
Is Arranged 








The Committee for the Preserva- 
tion of Austrian Art and Culture will 
present a program of Austrian Music 
at Town Hall, N. Y., May 19 with a 
symphony orchestra under five con- 
ductors, 

Soloists will be Judith Hellwig, 
Mario Berini, Peggy Fears and Ralph 
Herbert. 

Works of Schubert, Johann and 
Oscar Strauss, Lehar, etc., will be 
presented. 


USO Concert Unit 
Sang in 67 Camps 
Since J anuary 


The first USO Concert unit, orig- 
inally entitled ‘Music in the Air’ and 
later ‘Popular Concerts,’ has returned 
to N. Y. after a tour running from 
Jan. 11 in Norfolk. Company sang 
125 concerts and covered 14,000 miles 
in 67 camps in 33 states, singing to 
over 1,000,000 men. 

Troupe consisted of Helen Henry, 
soprano; Rolf Gerard, tenor; Stephen 
Kennedy, baritone; Ruth Breton, 
violinist; Sidney Edwards, cellist; 
Edward Harris, musical director, and 
Alice Howland and Louise Bern- 
hardt, contraltos, Repertoire ran 
from opera to popular folk songs. 











N. Y. Concert Reviews 





MARIAN ANDERSON 
Contralto 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., May 10 
Showing signs of fatigue after a 
tour of some 70 odd dates, Marian 
Anderson’s concluding recital of the 
year at Carnegie Hall did not live up 
to the contralto’s best work. Her in- 
tepretative powers were at their best, 
and her phrasing and diction of the 
finest, but the top tones she emitted 
at full power showed signs of weari- 
ness. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Tribune (Lawrence)—‘Sang with 
her usual artistry and conveyed 
within the limits of a debatable nat- 
ural voice an excellent sense of line 
and detail.’ 

Times (Parmenter)—‘Forte tones 
frequently driven in quality and af- 
fected with tremolo.’ 

ALEXANDER VITALTA 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., May 7 

Spanish pianist played before a 
small house in a program entirely 
devoted to works of Spanish com- 
posers, but he deserved a much 
larger audience. His playing was 
marked with considerable power, 
brilliant coloring effects and expert 
ability at shading. For an interpre- 
tator of Spanish music one would 
have to go to Jose Iturbi to find his 
equal in America today. Eddy. 








The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Times (Straus)—‘Playing admir- 
ably clean cut and musicianly...soft 
singing tone and tender lyricism.’ 

Sun (Kolodin)—‘Artist of distinc- 
tive gifts and superior perceptions.’ 


OPERA FOR ‘MAN ON 
STREET’ SET FOR CHI 


Chicago, May 12. 
Opera for ‘man on street,’ has be- 
come a loca] reality with organiza- 
tion of Penthouse Opera Co. Group 
pledges that no seat will cost no 


more or less than $1. 

First opera, ‘Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor,’ is set to open May 22. Show- 
ing will be at Fullerton Hall of Art 
Institute. ; 

Group’ is headed by Paul E. Thur- 
low, Chicago attorney, with Hans 
Rosenwald as artistic director and 
Ernst Gebert as musical director. 
Two pianos will be used for accom- 
paniment. Plans of group revolve 
around use of 15 or more American 
operas which can be produced at 
small cost. 











The San Carlo Opera Co. now end. 
ing its thirty-first season in the 
U. S. estimates that during its ex. 
istance it has played approximately 
9,000 performances to a gross in ex- 
cess of $22,000,000 and has played to 
over 19,000,000 people. Started and 
still controlled by Fortune Gallo, the 
company has given performances in 
practically every city of the U. S. 
and Canada with an average of 25 
weeks yearly. It has presented 
‘Aida,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Trovatore,’ 
‘Rigoletto,’ “Traviata,” ‘Boheme’ and 
‘Butterfly’ over 1,000 times each. 

Company has a repertoire of some 
35 operas and travels 20,000 miles 
yearly. During the period of its ex- 
istence, Gallo has given innumerable 
American singers their first chance 
with his company, or their first im- 
portant roles. Among some of the 
American-born singers to receive 
their opportunities with him are 
Gladys Axman, Santa Biondo, Rich- 
ard Bonelli, Pearl Besumer, George 
Cehanovsky, Norina Greco, Char- 
lotte Symons, Helen Gleason, Queena 
Mario, Anna Fitzu, Norman Cordon, 
Coe Glade, Elda Vettori, Dorothy 
Kirsten, Gertrude Ribla, Rosa Ten- 
toni, Nanette Guilford, Ruby Mercer, 
Mobley Lushanya, Annunciata Gar- 
ratto, Aida Dominelli, Rose Marie 
Brancato, Winifred Heidt; Joseph 
Royer, Anne Roselle, Ethel Fox, 
Della Samoiloff, Arnold Lindi, Pas- 
quale Ferrara, Dreda Aves, etc. 


San Carlo Heading For 
506 Gross in 11-Day 
N. Y. Run; Nice Profit 


Rolling up a gross of about $24,500, 
the San Carlo Opera Co., mid-way 
in its 1l-day stand at the Center 
Theatre, N. Y., sold out four of its 
seven performances and nearly sold 
out two others up to and including 
yesterday (Tuesday). Company 
should come close to the $50,000 
mark for the run, which will insure 
a good profit. 

Estimates for the week are ‘Car- 
men,’ Thursday (7), $3,200; ‘Rigo- 
letto,’ Friday (8), $3,500; ‘Secret of 
Suzanne’ and ‘Martha,’ Saturday af- 
ternoon, (9), $2,400; ‘Aida,’ Saturday 
evening (9), $3,800; ‘Boheme,’ Sun- 
day, (10), $4,000; ‘Traviata,’ Monday 
(11), $3,800; and ‘Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana’ and ‘Pagliacci,’ Tuesday (12), 
$3,800. 


Mrs. Lytle Hull Casts 
Her Second Season 


The New Opera Co., Mrs. Lytle 
Hull, president, which opens its 
second N.Y. season Nov. 3 at the 
44th St. theatre, has engaged six 
American singers to star in its pro- 
ductions. Two had appeered last 
year, these being Jess Walters and 
Florence Kirk. 

The other four are Mary Bohen, 
soprano; Donald Dame, tenor; Wini- 
fred Heidt, mezzo-soprano; and 
Christine Johnson, contralto. 
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S. HUROK Presents 


America's Foremost Tenor 


JAN PEERCE 


Metropolitan Opera’s Newest Star 
Now Booking—Opera, Concert, Radio 
HUROK ATTRACTIONS, Ine, 
711 Fifth Ave. New York 














S. HUROK presents 


PHILA. OPERA CO. 


Grand Opera with Taste, Youth, 
exquisite Singing and productions. 
Touring East and Midwest 
A Few Oates Still Available 
HUROK ATTRACTIONS, Inc. 
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Kickhacks of Patriotism’ Menace 








Of Jukeboxes Derided by Wisc. AFM 


Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., May 12. 

Delegates and visitors at the con- 
vention of the Wisconsin State As- 
sociation of Musicians here last week 
centered their discussions upon what 
promises to be the two most vital 
matters to be considered at the na- 
tional meeting of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians when it con- 
venes June 7 in Dallas, Texas. The 
subjects to be mulled are the war- 
time demand for free music in the 
name of patriotism and the continued 
and’ increasing ‘menace’ of the juke- 
boxes. 

Vollmer Dahlstrand, president of 
Wisconsin's organized musicians, 
and also head of the Milwaukee 
union, Local No. 8, conceded that 
these two matters were of prime im- 
portance, not only locally, but na- 
tionally, and that resolutions now 
being prepared for action at the 
Dallas convention would probably 
have far reaching effect. 

Musicians are in great demand for 
every patriotic occasion, and, in the 
present emergency, that means con- 
tinually, but the catch is that every- 
body seems to expect them to donate 
their services at all times. If they 
are hesitant about giving of their 
time and talent they are accused of 
being lackizs in patriotism. They 
assert that the time has come when 
they must make a national stand, 
that plenty of other talent, profes- 
sional and otherwise, is being paid 
for its efforts, and that they, the mu- 
sicians, have to eat, too. 

Regarding the jukebox ‘menace,’ 
it was asserted here that more and 
more are professional musicians be- 
ing put out of gainful employment 
by mechanized music, and it was 
hinted that even such drastic meas- 
ures as complete stoppage of disc 
production by all union musicians 
might have to be resorted to unless 
some solution to the present problem 
can be worked out. A few name 
bands now get all the money, say 
the rank and file; the others get 
only crumbs, if that. 


SETTING NAME BANDS 
AT L’VILLE FOOD SHOW 








vv 


Johnny Johnsen Returns 
To Asbury Hotel 3d Yr. 


Johnny Johnson band returns to 
the Hotel Monterey, Asbury Park, 
booked by John R. Andrew, for his 
third successive season. He opens 
June 24. 


Asbury looks forward to more twi- 
light business, in view of the dimout 
order, and points to its record Easter 
trade as a sign of the times. 

Frank Seiden management, which 
again has the Lido at Long Beach, 
L. L., likewise points to its best reser- 
vation roster as argument that the 
war jitters are no damper on busi- 
ness, The Lido reopens Decoration 
Day weekend. Enric Madriguera 
will be the name band and, per 
usual, weekend vaude shows are to 
be booked. 


WARING WONT 
FIGHT COIN 
MACHINES 


Fred Waring has no intention of 
prosecuting coin machine operators 
who use his recent Decca record re- 
leases in their machines. He has in- 
structed the National Assn. of Per- 
forming Artists, which has adopted a 
threatening attitude toward such 
commercial use of the platters, that 
he wasn't figuring on molesting ma- 
chine use of the sides he made for 
Decca’s 50c Black label series. 

However, Waring intends going 
after commercial radio users of his 
platters. Waring a couple of years 
ago was a co-prosecutor of a case 
against certain radio stations for un- 
authorized use of recordings on spon- 
sored programs. He was hooked up 
then with Paul Whiteman, and the 
case was drawn out over a long pe- 
riod before it was returned in favor 
of the defendants. NAPA then tried 
to begin an action of its own, but 
never actually started it. 











Louisville, May 12. 

Annual food show to be held at 
the Jefferson County Armory will 
try a name band policy this year. 
Four-day event will give a whirl to 
the concert-dance idea, at 48c a per- 
£0n., 

Bands lined up for the food show 
are Eddie Duchin, May 11; Ted 
Weems, May 12; Orrin Tucker, May 
13, and Gray Gordon, May 14. 


Decca’s 2026 3-Mo. Net 


Decca Records reported a net 
profit of $202,005 for the first three 
months of 1942, ended March 31 last. 
Figure was equivalent to 52c a share 
On 388,325 shares of capital stock 








outsanding. Net was after all charges | 


including estimated provision for 
taxes of $201,228. 

How that compares with same 
three months of previous year isn’t 
known. Company’s statement made 
no reference to like period last year 





Springfield Wants Bands 


Springfield, Mass., May 5. 

Charlie Barnet’s four full houses 
during one-day stand last month de- 
cided Manager Ed Harrison at 
Loew’s Court Square to book name 
bands this summer. 

First in series of Wednesday per- 
sonal appearances will be ‘Fats’ 
Waller and his orchestra tomorrow 


(13), followed by Mitchell Ayres 
May 20. 


TUCKER TO PALMER, CHI 

Tommy Tucker orchestra has been 
booked into Chicago’s Palmer House, 
Opening June 24 for 12 weeks. It’s 
first stay of any length in that city 
for Tucker, who has mostly confined 
his work to the east. 

Band is currently at the Essex 
House, New York. 








Phil Spitalay Pays $630 
| Taxi Bill for 85-Mile 
| Jump to Grand Rapids 


Phil Spitalny was forced to hire 
10 taxicabs at $63 per, to transport 
his all-girl troupe between South 





Bend, Ind., and Grand Rapids, Mich., | 


' 


|two weeks ago, while on a five-day 
|eoncert tour. Spitalny had figured 
lon bus transportation for the 85 
miles between the two cities, but 
| was unable to charter a _ cruiser. 
See aap was he able to make proper 
train connections. 

| At the last minute he rounded up 
|the flock of hacks. Price included 
deadheading the cars back to South 
| Bend. 





| Seloff’s 6-Mo. Leave 





| Otto Seloff, booker of small cock- 
|tail band units at Music Corp. of 
America headquarters in New York, 
left that outfit last week to take a 
six-months rest in California. He 
has a cardiac condition which forced 
him to halt work. 

MCA has not named a substitute 
for him as yet. 


Army Arnell in Hosp 


Amy Arnell, vocalist with the 
Tommy Tucker orchestra, underwent 
an emergency appendix operation in 
New York; Saturday afternoon (9). 
She’s resting comfortably at Poly- 
clinic hospital. 

Tucker, at the Essex Housé, N .Y., 
until the end of this month, when 
Sammy Kaye replaces, has not se- 
cured a substitute for Miss Arnel). 








NAME LEADERS 
TO YEN LAYOFFS 


Maestros in Top Earning 
Brackets Already Taking 
Two, Three-Week Rests, 
With Longer Siestas Prob- 
able If $25,000 Earnings 
Peak Becomes Fact 


— 


KYSER’S EXAMPLE 








if the president’s suggestion that 
net incomes .of individuals in the 
U. S. be limited to $25,000 yearly for 
the duration becomes fact, there will 
probably be a sharp increase in the 
vacationing of top name bandleaders. 
As it is now the leaders, whose earn- 
fings place them in high brackets, 
have shown an ever-increasing ten- 
dency toward laying off for one, two 
and three weeks at a time, something 
that was never done by them until 
late last year. 

Perhaps the first instance of a 
high-salaried «batoneer deliberately 
vacationing to avoid jumping into a 
higher tax bracket was Kay Kyser, 
during the latter part of 1940. Kyser’s 
band grosses over $1,000,000 annually. 

Soon after that others began easing 
the pace; Benny Goodman, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey, Glenn 
Miller, et al, gross earners of be- 
tween $400,000 to $750,000 annually, 
all joined in the layoff parade and 
are still doing it. 

Miller is soon to begin taking it 
easy on his California farm. Jimmy 
Dorsey has three weeks set aside in 
July for golf; Goodman recently 
finished a rest. Beside the biggies 
many less affluent leaders have re- 
alized the value of periodic vaca- 
tions, if not from a tax viewpoint 
then from a health viewpoint. 


SHRIBMAN DEAL FOR 
CAL. SPOT GOES COLD 


Cy Shribman had a deal going a 
few weeks ago to buy the Casa 
Manana, Culver City, Cal., location 


spot for name bands, but it went 
cold for reasons unknown. Joe Zucca 
and Harold Lewin, who opened the 
spot several weeks ago, were known 
to have been anxious to sell the spot, 
as Lewin expects to go into the 
Army and Zucca wants to concen- 
trate on another spot he owns at 
Hermosa Beach. Shribman is east- 
ern band manager. 


Shribman is currently putting the 
finishing touches on another new 
spot he expects to open on the main 
highway between Worcester and 
Boston, Mass. Formerly called Bal- 
alair, it’s supposed to open some- 
time in July, but how it will be af- 
fected by gas rationing isn’t known. 
Shribman has acquired a license to 
operate the spot. 











TOUCHING SCENE 


Teddy Powell Meets 2 Fans In New 
York Auto Crash 





Teddy Powell crawled out of the 
wreckage of his overturned car last 
week (6) in New York without a 
scratch. Leader, whose band is 
playing at the Log Cabin, Armonk, 
N. Y¥., was on his way home from 
work in the rain. Coming down- 
town on the West Side Highway his 
car was hit by another at 72d street 
and driven over the curbing separ- 
ating opposing traffic. It turned 
over and was damaged considerably. 

Powell swears that the driver of 
the other car took a look at him, 
asked if he were Teddy Powell, then 
explained that he and his fiancee 
had just returned from the Armonk 
area, where they had spent more 
than two hours trying to lecate the 
spot where Powell was playing, 
finally getting lost and winding up 
around the Kensico dam. 
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‘Non-Cooperation’ Gripe by USO 
Results in Flock of Name Bands 





WPA Musician Dies With 
$8,648 in Cash on Person 

Atlantic City, May 12. 
Peter Pasquale, 59, WPA musician 
collapsed and died during a rehearsal 
of the WPA band Friday (9), in At- 
lantic City. County Physician I. E. 
Leonard announced that $8,648 was 
found in the pockets of the dead 


man. The cash, mostly in $50 and 
$100 bills, was secreted in an or- 
dinary paper bag, the physician said. 

WPA officials said when Pasquale 
applied for a job in the band he said 
he had no means of support. 


SOME DIMOUT 
CASUALTIES 
IN CONN. 


Bridgeport, May 12. 

Threat of closing Pleasure Beach 
ballroom, largest one-night summer 
stand in Southern New England, be- 
cause of the dimout was lifted last 
week when the Army eased the 
order and defined a new line east of 
Bridgeport. Municipally - operated 
dancery opens May 30. 

An important war casualty in this 
territory is Roton Point Park in 
South Norwalk, pioneer one-night 
operation which will not be opened 
this year. Dimout order affects 
beaches in other parts of Connecticut, 
including Wainut Beach, also an out- 
let for band dates. 


Goodman May Go With — 
USO im Shaw’s Spot If 


Army Turns Him Down 














Benny Goodman is to appear at 
his local New York draft board, May 
15, for a physical examination. 
Leader is classified in 1-A and, ac- 
cording to sources close to him, is 
anxious to get into Government 
work no matter how the examina- 
tion turns out. It’s asserted that a 
sciatica condition, which required 
surgery two years ago and kept 
him out of action over a long period, 
still bothers him, 

Goodman, if turned down by the 
Army doctors, may accept the offer 
of the USO to take Artie Shaw’s 
place in the formation and training 
of Army camp bands. Shaw was all 
set to begin working on bands at 
various camps, but a 1-A rating pre- 
vented him from accepting the job. 
Anyone so classified cannot do any- 
thing but await call to the ranks. If 
Goodman is deferred he’]l then be 
eligible for the USO post, which he 
strongly favors. 


a ——E 


Jive Duel 


Boston, May 12. 
Count Basie has challenged Lionel 
Hampton to a battle of music to be | 
held on date convenient to both, at | 
Symphony Hall, here. 
Proceeds of engagement would go 





Agreeing to Play Soldier Shows 


Dissatisfaction by USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., with the lack of cooper- 
,ation offered by name bands and 
band bookers, resulted in a ripsnort- 
ing session recently that jumped the 
commitments for May to 70 dates 
from the 12 that were played last 
month. Abe Lastfogel, William Mor- 
ris office topper and chief of CSI, 
put the bookers and the bands on the 
griddle. 


Although he admitted that with the 
press of other work it was probably 
unintentional, he charged that the 
bands coordinating committee was 
sloughing off its job. He insisted that 
time and attention be given the task 
of making dates available for free 
performances for servicemen. In- 
stead of waiting for a free date to 
come up, Lastfogel asked that every 
band set aside at least one day a 
month or six days in six months, just 
as it would if these were commercial 
engagements. 

From other sources have come 
squawks that bands haven't been 
taking camp dates with a whole- 
hearted desire to make a patriotic 
contribution te the welfare of troops, 
but with the idea that doing this 
might get them extra tire and gaso- 
line rations. As long as that attitude 
predominates, CSI execs have vowed 
to attempt to do nothing in Washing- 
ton to alleviate hardships being 
caused the bands by the rationing. 


Morale Officers 

Beefs from orch leaders that they 
haven’t been treated with due appre- 
ciation by morale officers and others 
who are supposed to take care of 
them, while they are on Army posts, 
are said to result from isolated in- 
stances. Some morale officers are 
known to be less cooperative than 
others, CSI execs admitted in asking 
that bands overlook minor difficul- 
ties when entertainment for 500 or 
1,000 or more boys, constituting a 
highly appreciative audience, is in- 
volved. 

Bands, it is pointed out, are given 
full warning in advance that what 
they’re being asked to do is no pic- 
nic. Letter that goes to every leader 
before he plays a date states: ‘Please 
remember that the Army is depend- 
ing on you entirely to put on a show. 
They have no facilities to assist in 
lany way; nor have they any man- 
| power to make your task easier. You 
| will, therefore, in many cases have to 
arrange the stage setting, piano, 
props, etc., yourself. You not only 
give, but you do everything—and, 
please, tactfully... 

‘We expect no thanks; we expect 
no glory. We are all working under 
hard conditions—doing it the hard 
way. Therefore, please don't be dis- 
couraged if no one takes out time to 
thank you personally. Please don't 
be upset if things don’t go just as 
you expect them to.’ 








‘Cape May, N. J., Hotel 
Taken Over By Navy 


Philadelphia, May 12. 
Another lecation which formerly 








to Army-Navy Relief. 
Camarata’s Own Band 





own band with 21 men. Though he} 
plays trumpet, Camarata will only 
conduct. 

Former arrange: for Jimmy Dor- | 
sey and Benny .Goodman is going | 





under Wally DJowney’s management. | 


| Mus 


featured bands during the summer 
season has been taken over by the 
Navy. 

Latest casualty is the Admiral 
hotel, Cape May, N. J., largest hotel 
at the South Jersey resort, which 
will house Navy personne] and their 
families. 


Carl Snyder Now V.P. 
Of Frederick Bros. Agcy. 


Chicago, May 12. 
W. Carl Snyder has been made @ 
vice-president of the Frederick Bros, 
c Corp. 
Snyder has been with the organi- 





= 5 a 
Toots Camarata is organizing his | zatien for eight years. 





Lyman’s Coast Date 


Abe Lyman goes into the Palla- 
dium on the Coast in September. 
Date is fer four weeks. 
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Artie Shaw Will Front Lee Castle's 
Orch on Once-Cancelled Theatre Tour 








vv 


Artie Shaw is rehearsing in New 
York currently with the Lee Castle 
(Castaldo) band, a new outfit which 
recently completed a stay at the 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., in prepa- 
ration for a theatre tour before en- 
tering the Navy. Shaw will fill most 
of the theatres for which he was 
booked when he broke up his band 
last January, opening May 21 at the 
Capitol Theatre, Washington, then 
going into Pittsburgh, Akron, 
Youngstown, Detroit. Castaldo, or 
Castle as he’s now called, played 
trumpet in Shaw’s last band. 

Per the terms of the deal by which 
Shaw’s contract was bought for $15,- 
000 recently by the William Morris 
agency from General Amusement 
Corp., the latter will receive 5% of 
the commissions derived from the 
Washington and Detroit dates, the 
remainder and the percentages from 
the other weeks accruing to Morris. 
Latter agency took over Shaw’s  -n- 
tract in February and signed the 
leader to a two-year booking deal 
which was effective March 6. Shaw 
has never worked under its terms, 
soon after that becoming embroiled 
in a war service problem that finally 
saw him enlist in the Naval Reserves 
a few weeks ago. 

There was a report around N. Y. 
during the week that Shaw was mak- 
ing the tour in order to reimburse 
the Morris agency out of his profits, 
for the 15G’s it paid for his contract. 
That’s been denied by Andrew Wein- 
berger, his manager and attorney. 
It’s stated that Shaw’s contract with 
the Morris office will remain in a 
suspended state, to go into force 
upon his release from the Naval Re- 
serves. Morris office will get only its 
regular commissions, less GAC’s por- 


On the Upbeat 


Cootie Williams’ new band makes 
its first eastern date at the Apollo 
theatre, New York, opening Friday 
(15). 

















Ernie Austin replaced Bus Dillon 
on drums with Frankie Masters; lat- 
ter went to Fred Waring. John 
Smith replaced Howard Barkell on 
tenor with same band. 

Francis Cronin and Oliver Kaura, 
former members of name dance 
bands, now in the Navy, stationed at 
Great Lakes Training center. 





Marty Schramm has organized 
new five-piece band, 4 Kings and a 
Queen, and bows in at Hotel Henry, 
Pittsburgh, June 1 for indefinite stay. 





Dick Hyde, vocalist with Bob 
McGrew’s orchestra at the Commo- 
dore Perry hotel’s El Dorado Room, 
Toledo, in Army. 





Hal Carr, head of the Toledo local 
A.F.M., is back on the job after an 
illness of several months. 





Kelly Rande, who replaced Sonny 
Skyler with Vincent Lopez and re- 
cently, into the Army. Skyler is re- 
hearsing his own band. 
summer season Friday (15) at Ken- 
nywood Park, Pittsburgh, where he 


Sally Sears, Boston debutante, 
singing with Mickey Alpert’s band 
at Cocoanut Grove, Boston. 





Mel Marvin band left Bill Green’s, 


Semper Fidelis 





Detroit, May 12. 

The town of Sheboygan, Mich., 
wound up with a bandmaster but 
no band, 

When the City Council re- 
moved Charles McCallum, band 
master for 10 years, and named 
William Jakad, supervisor of 
music in the town’s schools, his 
successor, the band quit to the 
man, 


_— —_—— 


AFM AMEND 
DISC PAY RATE 


American Federation of Musicians 
last week amended the pay scale for 
overtime work by musicians on 
popular record dates. The rate of 
$30 for four tunes within three hours 
stays as is, but, instead of $7.50 for 
three-quarters of an hour overtime, 
the scale will be $10 for each half 
hour or fraction thereof. Addi- 
tional side scale of $7.50 for 45-min- 
utes remains also, but here, too, 
there’s a bite of $10 for each 30-min- 
utes or fraction beyond the initial 
period. 

Federation for the first time placed 
a definite limit on the playing time 
of discs. For a 10-inch side it’s 3% 
minutes, for a 12-inch, five minutes. 


Music Notes 


Guy Howard, singer and mono- 
logist, recently at Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., has formed 
Howard Music Co. 




















Dr. Milkos Rozsa lectured on ‘Film 
Music of Tomorrow’ for Motion Pic- 





ture Music Council and Round 
Table. 
Mills Music, Inc., has sold the 


British rights to ‘When Our Old 
Wedding Ring Was New’ to Law- 
rence Wright, London publisher. 








Band Bookings 


Inkspots, May 28, week, Hipp T., 
Baltimore; June 5, week, Apollo T., 
New York. 

Lucky Millinder, May 16, IMA 
Aud., Flint, Mich.; 17, Music Hall, 
Cincinnati; 18, Dixieland B., Lexing- 
ton, Ky.; 20, Coliseum, Cleveland; 21, 
Myer’s Lake Park, Canton, O.; 22, 
Memorial Aud., Dayton; 25, Grey- 
stone B., Detroit; 27, Collonades, 
Washington, D. C.; 28, New Albert 
Hall, Baltimore; 29, Kruger’s Aud., 
Newark, N. J.; 30, Savoy B., New 
York. 

Artie Shaw, May 21, week, Capi- 
tol T., Washington, D. C.; 29, week, 
Stanley T., Pittsburgh; June 5-6, 
Palace T., Akron; 9-11, Palace T., 
Youngstown; 12, Michigan T., De- 
troit; 19, U. S. Navy, for the dura- 
tion. 


Jimmie Lunceford,-June 1, Sweet's 
B., Oakland, Cal.; 3, week, Orpheum 
T., Los Angeles; June 10-July 17, 
Trianon B., Southgate, Cal. 

Hal McIntyre, May 14, Canobie 
Lake, New Hampshire; 15, Tufts C., 
Boston; 16, Brookline C. C., Boston; 
17, Ritz B., Bridgeport; 18, Frank- 
lin & Marshal C., Lancaster, Pa.; 19, 
theatre, Connellsville, Pa.; 21, Lake- 
wood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 22, 
Geo. F. Pavillion, Johnson City, 
N. Y.; 23, Empire B., Allentown, Pa.; 
25-26, Washington & Lee, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; 27, U. of Maryland, Col- 
lege Park; theatre, Huntington, Pa.; 
29, Arena, Rochester, N. Y.; 30, Fern- 
brook Park, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Count Basie, June 1, City Aud., At- 
lanta, Ga.; 2, City Aud., Macon; 3, 
Municipal Aud., Savanah; 4, Town- 
ship Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 5, City 
Armory, Augusta, Ga.; 6, City Aud., 
Montgomery, Ala.; 8, Hodgson’s Aud., 
Knoxville, Tenn.; 12, Trianon B., To- 
ledo, O.; 13, Castle Farms, Cincin- 
nati; 14, Greystone B., Cincinnati; 15, 
Greystone B., Detroit; 18, City Aud., 
Columbus; 30, two weeks, Tune- 
Town B., St. Louis. 

Lou Breese, May 15, week, River- 
side T., Milwaukee; 22, Indiana Roof, 
Indianapolis; 28, indef., Roseland B., 
New York. 

Bobby Byrne, May 18-20, Lyric T., 
Bridgeport, Conn., 21, Alcazar B., 
Baltimore. 

Sonny Dunham, May 18, Sweet's 
B., Oakland, Cal.; 19, Aud., Eureka, 
Cal.; 20, Armory, Salem, Ore.; 22, 
Fairmont B., Yakima, Wash.; 23, 
Olympic H., Seattle; 24, Mauer’s Pa- 


(Continued on page 45) 














Inside Stuf—Orchestras 





Mike Nidorf, v.p. of General Amus, Corp., was not alone in the ribbing 
of Harry Weinstein, which caused the ruction between the personal man- 


ager and Abe Lyman and led to Lyman discharging Weinstein. 


Nidorf 


points out that others were involved in the kidding, which was strictly 


two. 


innocent and not figured to upset Weinstein’s equilibrium. Nidorf says he 
has been a close friend of both Lyman and Weinstein for 10 years and 
therefore could not be figured as purposely causing trouble between the 


Incidentally, Lyman, who has been doing his business through Wein- 
stein and MCA, has just signed an exclusive management deal with GAC. 





Phil Harris, appearing on the ‘Fitch Band Wagon’ over NBC, recalled 


to ‘Driver’ Toby Reese that his father had been a musician with the 
Sells-Floto circus, the old Barnum & Bailey show and the B, & B.-Ringling 


outfit. 


was four years old. 


Harris said he was ‘raised’ with the circus; that Bandmaster Merle 
Evans, of the Ringling troupe, had carried him in Evans’ arms when Harris 


Harris’ went on the Fitch broadcast immediately following his regular 
stint with Jack Benny, in the same studio and before the same audience. 
Benny butted in for a little kidding, urging Harris ‘not to make it corny.’ 


omnes 

Bobby Byrne denies, through Genéral Amusement Corp., his agency, 
that he intends to disband his orchestra soon and join the Army. He 
claims, also, that there’s no truth to a story from Spartanburg, S. C., that 


he had recently lost eight men to the ranks and was soon to lose four 





Pittsburgh, Saturday (9) for Grey- 
(Continued on page 43) 


more, 
nighter, theatre and college gates. 





-—— 
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Byrne and his band are still in South Carolina, working one- 
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award should continue for life and 
claims she would not have married 
if she thought otherwise. Attorney 
Laurence V. Bendict, of Schenectady, 
contended for Shubert that the 
plaintiff wished to ‘lead an easy life 
at the expense of one man, although 
married to another.’ Mrs. Lindley 
was married in March, 1939. 


Shubert contends he has paid her 
for three years after marriage, 
which agreed-on period has expired, 
and further says that that stipulat- 
ing provision was omitted by error 
from the original judgment. The 
Dowling award was filed in Mont- 
gomery County, N. Y., sealed be- 
cause of the desire for secrecy. 





Freddy Nagei returns to Trianon, 
Chicago, May 26 for indefinite stay. 





Col, Gives Maestros It Has Under 
Disk Contract a Lot of Legal Jive 





Haymes’ Band in Work 


Dick Haymes’ band, long in the 
wind, is rehearsing in Boston await- 
ing booking of an opening job be- 
fore its leader, former vocalist with 
Harry James, steps into its leader- 
ship. Outfit is being put through 
its paces without him. 

Jaek Marshard will manage 
Haymes. 


PITT ENFORCING 
NO SUN. RULE 


Pittsburgh, May 12. 

Visiting bands playing Pittsburgh 
will no longer be permitted to go 
out of town for single Sunday en- 
gagements, as they have done in the 
past in this six-day town. That was 
a must-order last week from Local 
60 of musicians union, It’s been on 
the books for some time, but has 
never been enforced. 


Previously booking offices have 
been dating every Sunday for out- 
of-town outfits booked into hotels 
and niteries here for more than 
single week’s engagements, Orders 
will be plenty tough on lot of orchs, 
since most of them counted on the 
extra-curricular date for their 
weekly gravy, inasmuch as majority 
of spots here pay only scale. 

According to Local 60, however, 
privilege lately had” been abused, 
with bands in many cases taking 
dates for private Sunday parties and 
benefit dances within a radius of 25 
and 30 miles, dates which ordinarily 
would go to local outfits, 


Band Reviews 


BERT STEVENS ORCH (4) 
Featuring Harriett 
Hotel Governor Clinton, N. Y, 

Bert Stevens has been around and 
is a repeater at the Governor Clin- 
ton hotel in the Pennsylvania R.R. 
zone of Manhattan. He’s even bet- 
ter known on Muzak and kindred 
transcription, where he waxes with a 
larger combo. Here, playing the 
piano, and with Bill Ross (sax- 
arranger), Slim Dunham (strin 
bass) and Harold Smith (drums an 
vocal), he utilizes only a quartet, 
augmented by Harriett, competent 
songstress. They give out plenty of 
hoofology music for a small combo 
its size. 

Stevens also doubles in the 
cocktail lounge, after 10 pa. sans his 
band, where Vincent Pirro assists 
him on the Novachord, 

On the night caught, the U. of 
Denver square-dancers were doing 
their stuff—prelim to the national 
tourney this past Monday (11) at 
Madison Square Garden—and they 
too impress as a novelty for hotels 
and cafes, Abel. 




















JERRY WALD ORCH (16) 
With Anita Boyer, Dick Morton 
Lincoln Hotel, New York 

Jerry Wald’s new band has been 
under his baton at least six months 
since he took it over as an organized 
group in California. It has kicked 
around the south, middle west and 
in Brooklyn’s Roseland Ballroom be- 
fore getting its break at the Lincoln. 
Made up of three trumpets, three 
trombones, five sax, four rhythm, 
led by Wald’s clarinet, the combo 
plays with a good deal more polish 
than might be expected after onl 
six months. It’s a pleasin outfit, 
clean, full and equippe with 
modern arrangements, 

Since the men who staff it aren’t 
long out of college the outfit is 
brimful of youthful energy in its 
playing. Wald himself is in his early 
twenties, and while his clarineting 
isn’t commensurate to that of Artie 
Shaw and Benny Goodman, for ex- 
amples, his work is better than aver- 
age and will likely improve as soon 
as he forgets some of the manner- 
isms he’s picked up from Shaw. 

Anita Boyer, formerly with 
Tommy Dorsey, -t al., and recently 
on her own, handles vocals. She's 
okay and besides the value of her 
voice has a bit of a name that can 
help the outfit at this stage. Dick 
Morton is only fair. Wood. 





PAUL BARON ORCH (13) 

With Bonnie Boyd 

Hotel Muehlebach,- Kansas City 
Although Paul Baron is no new- 

comer to the music world, his band 

is one of the newest entries for hotel 


¥ 





Columbia Records last week dis. 
patched letters to leaders of bands it 
records amending the contracts be. 
tween the two parties. Letters first 
remind leaders of recent War Pro. 
duction Board order requisitioning 
shellac reserves, which in turn forced 
a production curtailment, then gues 
on to state that the company will be 
unable to fulfill contract terms which 


specify a minimum number of sides 
per year. Next it points out that all 
Columbia contracts retain for the 
company the right to cancel com- 
pletely if circumstances beyond its 
control prevent fulfillment on its 
part, 

Columbia then advises that it will 
forego that right of suspension and 
it will make as many sides with each 
band as ‘judgment and materials and 
facilities will allow.’ Agreements 
will be held valid by the company, 
However, if for any reason a particu. 
lar band is not assigned at least one 
record date during each six months 
of a contract’s run, the bandleader 
concerned has the right to cancel the 
agreement via writien notice within 
30 days after the six-month period. 


In short, the missive informs lead- 
ers under contract that Columbia 
can, if it wishes, drop them entirely 
without legal complications, but it 
will forego that right if the leader 
will forget the ‘specified minimum 
number of sides’ clause. 

Columbia is issuing only four Co- 
lumbia 50c sides per week and one 
Okeh side imprinted with Gene 
Autry material, or race stuff. It will 
not release any pop outfits on Ckeh, 
It is to ship this week a considerable 
number of ‘Jersey Bounce’ by Benny 
Goodman under Okeh 35c labels, the 
last pop stuff at that price. Com- 
pany made an attempt to keep the 
latter tune and some of its other 
Okeh hits going until they expire, by 
transferring them to 50c releases 
(after they had been first released at 
35c), but the Government nixed the 
idea as being against the price-ceiling 
regulation in effect since March 1. 





and club dates since it originated on 
the William Morris roster only five 
months ago, It shapes up as a pol- 
ished dance outfit and has a sound 
basis for a favorable future. 

Baron is well backgrounded in 
music, with several years as studio 
conductor for NBC and two years 
leading an air crew for such pro- 
grams as Ilka Chase’s ‘Penthouse 
Party.’ Since arranging is almost 
exclusively his own task, the music 
Baron turns out has this decidedly 
modern and sophisticated tone he de- 
veloped on the air. ; 

Instrumentation is distinguished 
by Baron’s own nimble piano work 
besides that of a second piano as a 
rhythm section member. Bonnie 
Boyd’s soprano shows up as the 
slightest part of this band, since re- 
productions via the radio or p.a. sys- 
tems are not too kind to it. Quin. 
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America’s Youngest 
Swing Sextette 
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DEAD-ENDERS 
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Chicago 


Engagement Extended 
to June 14 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





ed Hotel Pisyed On Date 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 1 2,525 2,525 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....00.. 0 1,050 1,050 


Ray Heatherton,.Biltmor? (300; $1-$1.50)......sesee0. 2 485 900 


Freddy Martin*.,.Waldorf (475; $1-$1.50)......see06..16 8,150 36,125 
Lani McIntire. ....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).....+00..18 + 1,425 18,325 
Jerry Wald......-Lincoln (225; 75c-$1).....sseescesere 5 575 2,950 


) dl 
* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band ig the 
major draw. t2 days. 


Los Angeles 


John Scott Trotter (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Radio helped Trotter 
pull 850 covers Friday and Saturday. Freddy Martin comes in May 21. 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Off slightly to around 5,500 but 
still packing them in over the weekends. 








Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Foster’s stay has resulted in good coin here. Came through with 2,300 
tabs last week. 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.), 
smacked through again last week to big 3,900 patrons, 


Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy in fifth 
week held nicely with 1,800 customers. 

Bob Chester (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). First 
time in town for Chester, but Sherman hotel has built such a following 
that it helps any band playing the spot. In first week Chester got 5,000 
customers; fine. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Yvette in the spotlight and the place is rolling along to its class clientele 
at 2,200 patrons last week. 


Duchin 


Boston 


Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Noble is 
the acme of consistency, maintaining high even pace on 17th week with 
950 covers Friday-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner biz continued high 
throughout week. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza, 300; $1 cover). Saunders, on 
second week, sharing honors with Dorothy Lewis’ Ice Show, helped biz 
take an upward spurt over previous week with 1,550 covers, principally 
over weekend. 


Philadelphia ”* 

Pancho (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; $1-$1.50-$2 min.). 
Slumped badly in tenth and final week at this stand with only 793 cus- 
tomers tallied in for supper trade after averaging about 1,100 per week 
previously. Leo Zollo orch bowed in Mon, (11). 





Minneapolis 


Freddy Nagel (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
In final week of long stay Nagel continued to pull around 300 nightly. 
Outfit has made highly favorable impression here. Tony Di Pardo orch. 
and floor show with Keith Clerk, Ricardo & Norma and Germaine & Joel 
opened Friday (8). 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). Hottest band to 
hit town in years, putting all previous attendance records in the shade 
with a whopping 36,000. They said it couldn’t be done with a 5,000 limit 
imposed by the Army, but he dood it. 

Duke Ellington (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Pushed the count up be- 
yond 7,000 on his last week. Ella Fitzgerald takes over Wednesday (13). 

Jan Savitt (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). At the other end of 
town is the James Boys and that ain’t good. Considering the opposish 
4,000 hoofers isn’t too bad. 

Rudolf Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Just over 4,000, 
& groove for this spot. Takes second billing to Nils Granlund’s floor show 
but building nicely on his own. 


(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Phil Regan headlin- 
ing floor show and excellent added power; spot pulled 4,300 customers. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems’ orchestra is doing 
exceptionally brilliant job here; pounded through to 3,800 customers last 
week, 





Bob Strong orch, currently on 
‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ or NBC 
Red network, to appear at Elitch’s 
Gardens, Denver, for two weeks, 
rie season at this spot Friday 


o— 


Jimmy Campbell Quits 
His Publishing Company 


Jimmy Campbell has_ resigned 
|from the music publishing firm bear- 
ing his name (Jimmy Campbell Pub- 
lishing Co.). Les Reis, who worked 
| with him, contimues, working on the 
| firm’s current plug tune, ‘If You Are 
| But a Dream.’ Campbell, seemingly 
|was not the firm’s owner, but just 
an employee. Firm’s backer has 
been long suspected, however, in 


the trade. - 

Campbell was the center of a 
storm of criticism after he allegedly 
refused to recognize an order of the 
Music Publishers Contact Employ- 
ees’ Union to ignore a bandleader on 
the union’s blacklist. 

















“A NEAT ENTRY” 
—Variety, Mar. 11, 1942. 


“More Than You Know” 


AND 


“Down for Double” 


OKEH Record No. 6584 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 








Per. Mgt: MILTON EBBINS 























The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER ERNEST TUBB 
Decea No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 5958 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 








Upbeat 


Continued from page 42 


stone Ballroom, Detroit, minus two 
key men, Chuck Bode, who went 
into army, and Rogert Sadenwater, 
who left outfit on account of his 
wife’s illness. 





Bob Lazar band has opened in- 
definite engagement at Orchard Inn, 
Pittsburgh. Lazar’s one of few bas- 
soon playing-maestri in the busi- 
ness, 





Piccolo Pete band winds up 
eight-month engagement at Club 
Petite, Pittsburgh, Saturday (16), 
when spot folds for summer. 





Howard Le Roy band rushed into 
Monaco’s Cafe, Cleveland, Monday 
(11) by MCA to fill in for a fort- 
night when Gene Jelesnik’s crew had 
to postpone date to May 25 because 
of prior commitments. 





Frank Hernandez’s Cuban ensem- 
ble took over stand at Cleveland’s 
La Conga club last night (Tuesday) 
replacing Freddie Carlone, who 
closed nine-month run. 





Ray Anthony, sax-man who gave 
up his own band to join Jimmy Dor- 
sey in January, is back in Cleveland 
reorganizing his old orchestra. 





Ada Leonard and all-girl orch set 
for one week at Aragon, Chicago, 
starting May 24. 





‘Earl Geiger’s orch playing in 
Rainbo Room of New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany, Geiger was trumpeter with 
Hal Kemp’s band before he formed 
his own. 





Freddy Martin will do his ‘Lady 
Esther Serenade’ from Chicago May 
18. Following weeks program airs 
from Hollywood, where Martin will 
appear at Coconut Grove. 


—_! 


T. Dorsey, Monroe, 
Jurgens Orchs 


Break Records 


Les Brown (Lyric T., Bridgeport, 
Conn., May 4-6). Brown band drew 
fair $4,200 at 55c top. 

Lou Breese (Pla-Mor B., Kansas 
City, May 9). Despite heavy rain all 
evening Breese came up with ‘nice’ 
1,116 admissions at 75c advance, 90c 
door; gross, $891. 

Tommy Dorsey (Forum, Montreal, 
Can., May 6). Dorsey piled 8,500 into 
9,600 capacity Forum for new one- 
night record. Band unveiled new 
masonite floor of 5,000 square feet. 

Erskine Hawkins (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, May 9). Okay 890 hoof- 
ers at $1.10 top, below previous 
names, but fair. 

Carl Hoff-Bob Astor (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, May 8-9). Hoff 
and newcomer Bob Astor proved fine 
pull; 1,900 and 2,000 for total week- 
end gross of $2,430 at 76c-65c. 

Ina Ray Hutton (Sunset Park, Car- 
rolltown, Pa., May 9). Miss Hutton’s 
1,200 attendance was good, at 85c per. 

Dick Jurgens (Orpheum T., Daven- 
port, Ia., May 1-3). Jurgens’ three- 
day pull of $7,727 here set a new 
mark for the house. On May 6 band 
set another record at Rialto T., Joliet, 
Ill, by drawing a gross of $2,833. At 
Paramount theatre, Anderson, Ind., 
next day (7) outfit played to $2,358 
worth of business. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Coliseum, 
Cleveland, May 4). Lunceford’s draw 
was deemed ‘ordinary’ at round 900 
at 95c. 

Lucky Millinder 
St. Louis, May 7). 
800 dancers here at $1.12; okay. 

Vaughn Monroe (Roseland B., 
Claremont, N. H., May 5). Monroe 
cracked spot’s record with 1,360 
payees at $1.25, then went on to break 
another at Mountain Park, Holyoke, 
Mass., with 2,590 dancers at $1.25. 

Tony Pastor (Carolina T., Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., May 7). Pastor’s at- 
tendance was fine but gross low due 
to low price scale; drew 3,800 people 
in four shows mat and evening at 
44c and 55c. Grossed $1,892. 

Charlie Spivak (Ritz B., Bridge- 








(Casa Loma B., 











|port, Conn., May 3). Prior to start 
|of Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., stand 
| Spivak drew ‘excellent’ 1,738 at 99c. 
| Griff Williams (Totem Pole B., Au- 
| burndale, Mass., May 6-9). Setond 
|four-day stretch, Williams packed 
pow in; 10,000 at $1.45 pair for great 
gross of $7,250. 





Millinder lured | 


Bands’ Theatre Biz Generally Forte: 
Donahue-Macs Trim 20146 in Frisco, 
King Big 176, Mpls., Marx Fair 11G 





Estimates for This Week 

Les Brown, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75)—Teamed with 
‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th) and 
vaude. Brown's band not sufficiently 
well known in Philly to take care of 
stage end of the bill, consequently 
the week’s take is nominal $15,800. 

Xavier Cugat, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65)—With 
‘Close Call for Ellery Queen’ (Col) 
on screen. Sweet music for box- 
office and customers at $14,000, with 
Cugat popularity here main biz- 
puller. 

Al Donahue, San Francisco (Golden 
Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—Coupled with 
*‘What’s Cookin’ (U) and the Merry 
Macs on stage. Trim $20,500, with 


Kay Kyser Tops 
James Record At 
Meadowbrook 


Kay Kyser knocked over Harry 
James’ record at Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
his first week there ended last Thurs- 
day (7). Band set up new attendance 
and gross figures and did it in five 
days, as against the full six-day 
week during which James established 
his mark. Kyser comes to N. Y. each 
Wednesday to do his broadcast, tak- 
ing that night off, while Monday is 
the spot’s normal layoff night. 


In setting a new mark, Kyser also 
ran up new individual figures, play- 
ing to 859 people Tuesday (5); 1,109 
Thursday; 1,889 Friday; 1,903 Satur- 
day, which, with a 2,800 Sunday 
matinee and evening, was the spot’s 
biggest weekend ever. James re- 
tained one mark, the Sunday one. 


James, while losing one such 
laurel, gathered another last week, 
by playing to approximately 35,000 
patrons at Palladium Ballroom, 
Hollywood. One of his nights there 
last week was reported to have been 
the biggest the spot has ever seen— 
8,200 patrons. Other nights drew 
4,000, 2,500, 2,800, 6,700, 8,000 and 
4,300. 











Macs and the picture counting equally 
strong at the b.o. 

Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10). With ‘In 
This Our Life’ (WB) on screen. 
Socko combination of picture and 
Dorsey orchestra will mean a first 
week's gate of close to $60,000, new 
high for house under four years of 
its pitband policy. On weekend 
alone, also a record, gross near $24,- 
000 with $1.10 top those two days. 

Benny Goodman, Providence (Met- 
ropolitan; 3,200; 44-55-65 )—Supported 
by ‘Broadway Big Shot’ (Mono). 
Good $7,000 in three days, strictly on 
the band’s draw. 

Wayne King, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). King’s or- 
chestra one of the favorites here and 
has built up big following that turns 
out every season. Screen support, 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA), not too strong. 
However, heading for $17,000, very 
big. 

Gene Krupa, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75 )—Teamed with ‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) and Connee Boswell, on 
stage. Brilliant $37,000 for second 
session, with picture and Miss Bos- 
well also figured as magnet. 


Ray Kinney, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )— 
With ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO). 


Maintaining very solid pace at 
$15,500. 

Guy Lombardo, Buffalo (Shea’s 
Buffalo; 3,500; 35-55). Trucked with 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). Smart 
band performance will account for 
most of nifty $19,000. 

Chico Marx, Buffalo (20th Century; 
3,000; 25-30-55)—Twinned with ‘Ob- 
liging Young Lady’ (RKO). Show 
drew fine reviews but appears an- 
chored for just over $11,000. 

Dick Stabile, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66 )—With Gracie Bar- 
rie and Jerry Lester and ‘Larceny, 
Inc. (WB). Maestro and his wife 
(Miss Barrie) have always been lo- 
cally popular and with a nice lift 
from Lester} who’s become a name 
via radio and a couple of. screen 
appearances, stage combo can take 
the credit for very satisfactory $17,- 
000, somewhat better than recent 
average at WB deluxer. 

Claude Thornhill, New York (Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99)—With 
Carol Bruce on stage, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) on screen. Wound up 
second (final) week last night (‘Tues- 
day) at $34,000, fair; first week was 
satisfactory $44,000. 





Top radio stars have 


POOR 


Lyric by E. Y..Harburg 


Both songs from MGM's 


HAPPY 


Lyric by Jack Yellen 
from Olsen 
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for the year's fastest ra 


THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cu 


Red Skelton and Tommy Dorsey an 


I 
HITS THAT CAN'T MISS, 


set these 2 smash songs ‘ 


dio build-up. 


mmings and Burton Lane 


YOU 


Music by Burton Lane 


"Ship Ahoy” starring Eleanor Powell, 


d his Orchestre 


And Feist Has The Biggest Show Hit, Too! 


IN LOVE 


Music by Sam E. Fain 


& Johnson's "Sons O' Fun" 
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44 MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 13, 1942 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks-- NBC. CBS Blue, and Mutual- as represented by WEAF—WJZ. 
WABC and WOR N_ Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (May 4-10) from 5 p.m. to 1 am. and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service reqular checking 
source for music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAI 
mewt Git Apple Tree. ..cevcis.... ; NL OS Sipameenhse 34 
Me and My Melinda............. SO ea 0 aaa ee ee 32 | 
She'll Always Remember......... Bt hac ol iene al See. un fs sees 0% 32 | 
Se? Gn ee te eas 5 4a ce Jou ede suas de Cee... bin ccvake« 32 
nee - "TI. NGG. ca. v'c.s ck aes cs cvcwewscters See os censaroees 25 
I'll Pray For You—7‘What’s Cookin’............. BOE o nsvecko ects 22 
Johnny Doughboy Found Rose...............e08: CoRR | ons in cvhii 22 
SE an aus e Whe ae Cok WEK soon sealer ado deeeenadas BOD 5 soni 08 655080 22 
Breathless oe a errr rr ror 21 
SE - NN Gok hip ccbewa PA Ga Eee «noe neisheuts Ea oe eee TE 19 
ee ke eer ere PRs hao ik ies 0% 19 
Zit Wee Lovetiaet Burin. 64.6.0... 6000. ks coesess PNEOEE giawenuste sue 17 
Tee Feats Ce WOME 0s brs Wes o vis 603902 vO RaON ee ee ce 16 
PEE RL Wie chcs Hath bos dee bales ss on ceekek as PRE nc acesnvese 16 
Moonlight Cocktail............... Ce ae a 16 
eI oe a none aie olen cate anne -ad eee Gn'ee eed 16 
get ee ee ee re re ee MINE ccaseasates si 
ee CE GCA ORS ook o's ovs c¥ ceeds bnbsonee OS Ee eee 15 
Sing Me Song Islands—7‘Song of the Islands’..... BVC ............4... 14 
Don't Want Walk Without You—7‘Sweater Girl’..Paramount ......... 1 
Always in Heart—j‘Always in My Heart’......... ED a's 5 kd nw ciolaee os 12 
BD NS TANS week bab OUT p88 bak Meebo e cae eects se ER viceus ssn adses. 12 
*Nightingale ......... aewet SARE T ETS Soe er EOL PGE Scceun sees babe 12 
All I Need Is You...... EG Oe ee ery Gree yore WE -feccaeces rene i 
NE NSS, tics ig WE Gas sh dah WOR Sealab 9 640 bee eR BE rr eee 11 
I Remember You—?‘Fleet’s In’..............0005: Paramount ........0. 11 
ee ie oon eb ath bebe NE. kvksecunesébcs 11 
eee OG oo vb s vB ease eades ixebsseene NE sow on cade Fees ll 
*Heavenly, Isn’t It?—+‘Mayor of 44th Street’..... ere 10 
Last Call for Love—t‘Ship Ahoy’................ EBS 10 
Ca sacs s ces akaadhbve ch 2806 anche SR are 9 
EE, “URNS 5 ia o bvncauaacéadcadseedecesean errr etre 9 
SUE UI ee eh weee A eee 9 
Happy in Love—t‘Sons o’ Fun’...............002. ERE eee ee 9 
Just Plain Lonesome—j;*My Favorite Spy’........ EEEEE Skate dh ca0s 9 
Don’t Steal Sweetheart Soldier.............. Per Ae para ie 8 
Got Moon in Pocket—t‘My Favorite Spy’........Mayfair ............ 8 
ME ain sc cad Pee es ok che cues AOE EC acee kcaiventeees RARE Apo 8 
BOG MMMM OT INE EIN cuccccccccaccvccccecsvdeves Paramount .iscssere 8 
Pretty Little Petticoat............... (iO vs ecu whee acs Rhen ean 8 
Me Bt |, 2 a oe RE Fbiweccceewes 8 

i I ne oar on nS bd ea 666 haba biannne seuss EEE ustsancenne 8 
TUS oa fark cic eink io etn k austen cee SE Stuncstedhwsaeard 8 
Te. See WO RVD. BEC. oivc cs sy ucveckuciese EG cox s ceveadss 8 
matny Air Core. ....... SPA PSOs condecccevecseees PEs acct ceed secs 7 
Deep Heart Texas....... EE Tee eee Tee ee Melodylane ......... 7 
I ce ek shee 006s ecbbae GR 2 565s cn bbw de 7 
Bie SII 6 one dope av co edcvaeds tebas SN. .. ccceureeecke 7 
TOU IO BOVE COCs ocd occ ccccccccecccuccete TOO inn ck notes 7 
I ee aids osc cckawetuods Melodylane ......... 6 
wp CE Ca boi pha ha peeks s 6 
PI ie fat ae Ga &o.6.800 as oo en vlasin wad RE ise cunds as 66-00% 6 
cases bea Dae ey eae 6 
The Angelus Rings Again...............cceeeeees Pe tcetarcasaeasne 6 
re Wa MVE CO EIGER. once cacccccccvsce CIE |. Oh i090 6510 0 6 
su SES FTE Re Aes erates: MP ptick sc aasaness 5 
RES EONAR ESA NORA ee san cr Re eR On i WEE ido sitos ss eax 5 
aN Fe re Te a ceeecnees PO, co ous siiseess 5 
met Ree meme er OT BAP oo vik ceo vdce sce cvevcees 0 ne See re 5 
PE SN oo ec oi nwa ek vat ¥iviccd euewes (p54 a aiesseGanae 5 
*Somewhere, Sometime. .....ccccssccccsacccccecs ae errs eS eos § 





* Indicates BMI licensing; ** 


indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 
ASCAP, + Filmusical, 


t Legitimate. 





Carl Hoeffle and Dell Porter sold Ed Cherkose and Edward Kay 
two songs, ‘Pass the Biscuits, | cleffed ‘Tahiti Sweetie’ and the title 
Mirandy’ and ‘Moo, Woo Woo,’ for| song for ‘Lure of the Islands’ at 
use in ‘Hi Neighbor’ at Republic. Monogram. 





With curtailed releases the 
disk companies are beir_ pressed 
hard and ‘romanced’ to the hilt 
by the music publishers. 

| The latter, with 
overheads cegardless, 


| Romancing Waxers 
| 


the same 
are now 
trying every angle to get their 
tunes waxed, and of course the 


recording companies must be 
even more discriminating in 
what they wax. 











* 


Continued from page > aa 


| United Nations Expo| 





lrens, chairman of board of Contin- 
bee Casualty Co.; Philip Block, Sr., 
chairman of the executive committee 
of Inland Steel; Edward Eagle 
Brown, president of First National 
| Bank; Ralph Budd, president of Chi- 
|cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad; 
| Robert Carr, Sr., president of Dear- 
| born Chemical Co.; Philip Clarke, 
|president of City National Bank & 
| Trust Co.; Frederick Corley, presi- 
|dent of Marshall Field & Co.; David 
| Crawford, president of Pullman Co.; 
| Walter Cummings, chairman of 
| board of directors of Continental 





3 | Illinois National Bank & Trust Co.; 


|General Charles G. Dawes, chairman 
lof the board of City National Bank 
& Trust Co.; Charles Y. Freeman, 
‘chairman of the board of Common- 
wealth Edison Co.; Charles F. Glore 
of Glore, Forgan & Co.; Charles B. 
Goodspeed of Buckeye Steel Cast- 
ings Co.; Major Lenox Lohr, presi- 
dent of Museum of Science & Indus- 
try, and formerly manager of Cen- 
tury of Progress Exposition; Samuel 
Marx, Chauncey McCormick, vice- 
president of Miami Corp.; Fowler 
McCormick, president of Interna- 
tional Harvester Co.; D. R. McLen- 
nan of Marsh & McLennan; Aubrey 
Mellinger, president of [linois Bell 
Telephone Co.; Sterling Morton of 
Morton Salt Co.; James A. Pope of 
Glore, Forgan & Co.; George Ranney, 
chairman of the board of Peoples 
Gas Light & Coke Co.; Edward Ryer- 
son, chairman of the board of Inland 
Steel Co.; Solomon A. Smith, presi- 
dent, Northern Trust Co.; Col. Albert 
A. Sprague, trustee, Chicago Rapid 
Transit Co.; Lawrence F. Stern, 
president of American National 
Bank & Trust Co.; Silas Strawn of 
Strawn & Winston; R. Douglas 
Stuart, vice president of Quaker 
Oats Co.; Charles H. Swift, 
chairman, Swift & Co.; John P. Wil- 
son, Wilson & McIlvaine; Thomas E. 
Wilson, chairman of board of Wilson 
& Co.; Philip K. Wrigley, president 
William Wrigley, Jr., Co. 

Trophies and war materiel from 
the battlefronts of the world will be 
displayed in the mammoth exposi- 
tion, with 27 United Nations partici- 
pating to assemble guns, tanks, 
bombs, aeroplanes, uniforms, air- 
raid shelters, gas masks, and other 
war materiel for a gigantic display. 
Much of the materiel is now on the 
high seas heading for the United 
States. 


It is expected that the Exposition 
will play to more than 2,500,000 
people in four weeks in the Interna- 
tional Amphitheatre. 


























“IF YOU ARE BUT A 


And special thanks to Jimmy Dorsey, Teddy Powell, 


lee, Gus Haenschen, Al Roth, Dave Rose, Jerry Wald, 


ing hand! 











To All My Friends in the Music Business: Thanks and continued thanks for 


your wonderful cooperation in helping me to do a job on a great song— 


for WONDERFUL records—and Conrad Thibault, Frank Munn, Rudy Val- 


Cavallero, Charlie Spivak, Bob Chester, Bob Armstrong, Phil Brito, Jack 
Fulton, Patti Chapin, Phil Bovero, Vincent Lopez, Stan Kenton, Ray Heath- 
erton, The Three Suns, and all my other friends who are giving me a help- 


Sole Selling Agent: MUSIC DEALERS SERVICE, INC., 799-7th Ave, New York, N. Y. 





DREAM’’ 


and Enric Madriguera 


Will Osborne, Carmen 


LES REIS 





vice |} 











10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


of more than one band or wocalist 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Somebody Taking Place (10) Shapiro). 


2. Always In My Heart (3) (Remick).. 


{ Benny Goodman...... Okeh 
\ Russ Morgan........ 


{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


‘* {Glenn Miller...... Bluebird 
3. Tangerine (6) (Famous)........++..0: Soe yo ae fee re 
4. Jersey Bounce (10) (Lewis).......... : ieee yo a 
5. Sit Under Apple Tree (5) (Robbins)... gg cg ae o> ed 
6. Sleepy Lagoon (3) (Chappell)...... Sees foveal a eee 
7. Remember You (5) (Paramount)...... = pn neil he ae 
8. Miss You (8) Santly)........0.0.0eee0e- be eg EAN IC — 
9. String Pearls (11) (Mutual)............ S Ween po rere ere 
10. Moonlight Cocktail (11) (Jewel)....... fone dlg a cela sg 

OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 


number of weeks in parenthesis are 


Johnny Doughboy (Crawford)....... 
My Little Cousin (Doraine)..... 
One Dozen Roses (Famous)......... 
Threw Kiss In Ocean (Berlin)....... 
She'll Always Remember (Witmark). 


ef re eee rn 


We'll Meet Again (Dash)............ 


Who Wouldn’t Love You (Maestro).. 


ead 


Sieviark (iiorris)., ..0ccsscve eee ye 


Nursie, Nursie (Chappell)........... 
Three Little Sisters (Santly)......... 


ereee 


Tunes with 
fading, others gaining.) 


§ Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 
cae RUE WEEUEEs secvens Columbia 
§ Benny Goodman....... Okeh 
****** ) Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
§ Art Kassel.........Bluebird 
ce * (Dick Jurgens.........Okeh 
§ Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 
sites * (Kate Smith.......Columbia 
§Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
a Kate Smith........Columbia 
§ Johnny Long.........Decca 
Apis UShep Fields........Bluebird 
§ Benny Goodman...... Okeh 
repres UKay Kyser........Columbia 
{ Kay “yeer.....0v Columbia 
ener (Guy Lombardo.......Decca 
f Harry James......Columbia 
‘sisal \ Woody Herman.......Decca 
oveas §Connee Boswell......Decca 
§ Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
ee lAndrews Sisters......Decca 








Summer USO 








CSI chief, to vary the vaude formula 
with novelty shows. Meetings were 
held of everyone in show biz in New 
York with an idea and schemes were 
discussed and worked on. Nothing 
feasible was unearthed, however, and 
the units going out fail into pretty 
much the same groove as past shows. 
Seven large units cost about $2,800 
a week for talent, and eight smaller 
ones around $1,100. Latter will play 
in large, special General Motors 
trucks with built-in stages, same as 
were used last summer. 


The Shows 


Here are the shows: 

Unit No. 30. ‘Hollywood Follies,’ 
opens May 18, March Field, Cal. 
Frank Gaby, Stone and Lee, The 
Hackers (2), Evers and Dolores, Rae 
and Rudells, Dick, Don and Dinah, 
Betty Walters, Lewis Sisters, 16-girl 
line. 

Unit No. 31. ‘Roxy Theatre Revue,’ 
opens May 18, Camp Robinson, Little 
Rock, Ark. Dave Apollon, Bellet and 
English Bros., Stan Kavanaugh, Wes- 
son Bros, (2), Linda Moody, Barbara 


LaMarr, Gae Foster Sweethearts 
(16). 
Unit No, 32, ‘Full Speed Ahead,’ 


opens May 15, Norfolk Naval Train- 
ing Station, Norfolk, Va. Sybil 
Bowan, Harriet Lane, Ross Wyse, Jr., 
and June Mann, Harold Barnes, Ben 
Beri, Shea and Raymond, Gae Foster 
Girls (16). (Girl dancer to be added.) 

Unit No. 33. ‘The Crazy Show,’ 
opens May 21, Wilmington, N. C. 
Milt Britton band, Ross and Pierre, 
3 Kim Loo Sisters, 4 Samuels, Anita 
Lane, 

Unit No. 34. ‘Hullabaloo,’ opens 
May 25, Fort Meade, Md. Carroll 
and Howe, 8 Hollywood - Blondes, 
Phyllis Colt, 3 Swifts, Del Rios (3), 
Dorothy Keller, Lew Parker, Roxy- 
ettes line (16). 

United No. 35. ‘Going to Town,’ 
opens June 1, Pine Camp, Water- 
town, N. Y. Joe and Jane McKenna, 





Introduced by The 3 Suns on WEAF 


Before You Know It [ll 





LINCOLN MUSIC CORP., 1619 Broadway, New York 


Be 


Home Mary 


Johnny Farrow, Prof. Mgr. || 
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Camp Tours 








4 LeAhn Sisters, Hector and His 
Pals, Johnny Woods, Evelyn Farney, 
Line (16), 

Unit No. 36. ‘Keep Shufflin’ opens 
June 1, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 
(All-Negro, produced by Noble 
Sissle.) Glenn and Jenkins, Edith 
Wilson, Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers, 
Cook and Brown, Mason and Vigal 
(Roller-skating turn and gir! singer 
to be added.) 


Unit No. 40. ‘On the Loose,’ opens 
May 18, Gardner Field, Taft, Cal. 
Milton Douglas and Co. (3), Ken 
Whitmer and Co. (2), Sylvia and 
Clemence, Vernon and Draper, Good- 
rich and Nelson. (Girl dancer to be 
added. ) 


Unit No. 41. ‘Music, Laughter and 
Song,’ opens May 18, Embarkation 
Port, New Orleans, La. Bill Bardo 
and Band (14), Frank Conville and 
Sunny Dale, Darlene Walders, Greg- 
ory, Raymond and Cheri. 


Unit No. 42. ‘The More, the Mer- 
rier,” opens May 18, Naval Training 
Station, Jacksonville, Fla. Stroud 
Twins and Wives, George Prentice, 
Wini Shaw, Jack Powell, 6 Rambling 
Rhythmettes. 


Unit No. 43. ‘Hunky Dory,’ opens 
May 23, Camp Sutton, Monroe, N. C. 
Benny Ross and Maxine Stone, Paul 
Nolan and Co, (2), 3 Smart Girls, 
Sid Marion, June Lorraine, Annette 
Ames, 4 Samuels. 

Unit No. 44. ‘Major Bowes Prize 
Winners,’ opens June 1, Marine Bar- 
racks, Brooklyn Navy Yard. Eddie 
White, Caryl Gould, Sandra Landi, 
Minda Lang, 3 Dolls, Pearl Green, 
Virginia Tull, Diane Bernhard, 
Thelma Maher. 

Unit No. 45. ‘All in Fun,’ opens 
June 1, Air Base, Manchester, N. H. 
(Produced by Charles Yates.) Bobby 
Pine, Ruth Foster, Ann Bond, Mack 
Pierson, Burns and White, Bob Alda, 
Bay Janice, Bob Gordon, Grace 
Wilson. 

Unit No. 46. ‘WLS Barn Dance,’ 
opens June 1, Scott Field, Belleville, 
ll. §& Cowgirl Swingsters, Jimmy 
James, Tom Corwine, Cum Ridge 
Runners, Curtis Cook. 

Unit No. 47. ‘Hot for Harlem,’ 
opens May 25, Portland, Ore. (All- 
Negro, produced by Noble“ Sissle.) 
Butterbeans and Susie, Ada Brown, 
Earle and Frances, George Williams. 
(Six-piece band to be added.) 
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~— Inside Stuff—Music 


‘My Gal Sal,’ 20th-Fox’s saga of Paul Dresser, written by his brother, 
Theodore Dreiser (the family’s original spelling), set the oldtimers in 
Tin Pan Alley to reminiscing of the days of Howley, Haviland & Dresser, 
which music-pub ‘firm reached its zenith in 1905 and then disintegrated. 
The firm's renewal rights today are owned by Paull-Pioneer Music Co. 
(Max Mayer), some are in public domain, and the ‘Sal’ title song of the 
filmusical is currently an E B. Marks copyright (by renewal). Marks, 
incidentally, was paid $3,000 for the title song and usage. 

In the film, Fred (F.B.) Haviland is a theatrical manager; actually he 
was bookkeeper for Charles Ditson, music pub. Pat Howley, a hunchback 
in real life, worked for Willis Woodward, another oldtime music house. 
The present-day F. B. Haviland Music Pub. Co. is more or less adminis- 
tered by Jerry Vogel, who heads his own firm, and who started working 
originally for Fred Haviland. Vogel does this as a gesture to Mrs. Havi- 
land. This firm, an offshoot of Howley, Haviland & Dresser, actually 
comprised Fred Haviland, Dick Nugent, his brother-in-law, and the late 
Theodore A. Morse. The latter’s widow, Dorothy (Dolly) Terriss Morse, 
employed by Feist for a long time, sold the renewal rights to whatever 
valuable copyrights the firm owned, such as ‘Blue Bell’ and ‘Down in 
Jungle Town,’ to Feist. 

Showmen see in the 20th-Fox fictional romance a counterpart to Louise 
Dresser, who introduced and sang many of Paul Dresser’s songs. 








Publisher members of ASCAP will be given an opportunity next 
Wednesday (20) at a general meeting to air their viewpoints on the pro- 
posed new classification system. Following this discussion the committee 
handling the plan will again go over the plan eliminating those sections 
opposed by the majority of publishers or incorporating suggestions from 
the same source. at ‘ 

During a meeting of the committee last Wednesday (6) there was 
strong sentiment for returning the seniority quotient to 20%. Under the 
proposed plan the component parts determining a publisher member’s 
royalty participation would be seniority, 10%, availability, 30% and per- 
formance credits, 60%. The present classification breakdown allots 50% 
for performances, 





The appellate division of the N. Y. supreme court unanimously affirmed 
a ruling of the supreme court recently in upholding a complaint of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and the E. B. Marks Music Corp., against the 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers and five song- 
writers, and ordering ASCAP to file an answer. The defendant society 
had asked a dismissal on the ground the court lacked jurisdiction. 

Suit was a test case and sought a ruling on the radio rights between a 
former publisher member of ASCAP, E. B. Marks, and the songwriters 
who remained with the organization. Marks and the composers both 
claimed radio~ rights. 





Three new military marches to commemorate Wake Island, officially 
sponsored and titled by the Marine-Corps, have been recorded by the 
Clinton Military Band and distributed nationally to approximately 150 
radio stations through the radio division of the Associated Music Pub- 
lishers. 

Martial tunes are “The Devil-Dog Marines,’ by Teddy Raph, and ‘Leather- 
necks on Parade’ and ‘March On, Marines,’ by Paul Van Loan, Latter is 
Sonja Henie’s musical director. 





E. H. Morris Music Co. has acquired the rights to ‘My Great, Great 
Grandfather,’ the patriotic tune which has already sold 32,000 piano copies 
through four uses on ‘One Man's Family’ (NBC). The song was written 
by Edna Fischer, of NBC’s Coast staff, and Al Garman, and after it was 
woven into the Chase & Sanborn Tea serial, the Telemus Co. (Paul White- 
man-owned) published the number and turned the distribution end of it 
over to the Pacific Music Sales (Artie Schwartz). 

‘Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree’ was restored to the Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade (CBS)-last Saturday night (9) and rated No, 5. Robbins Music 
Corp. had protested to the American Tobacco Co. over the omission of 
the tune from the previous week’s (2) program. The song had been on 
the week before that and had meanwhile, according to Robbins’ protest, 
moved to the top in network plugs and among the first three best sheet 
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villion, Bremerton, Wash.; 25-31, 
Jantzen’s Beach, Portland, Ore. 

Chuck Foster, May 29, Capitol T., 
Madison, Wis.; 30, Oshkosh T., Osh- 
kosh, Wis.; 31, Paramount T., Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

Woody Herman, May 30, Coriven- 
tion Hall, Asbury Park, N. J.; 31, 
Uline Arena, Washington, D. C. 

Carl Hoff, May 17, Holyoke, T., 
Holyoke, Mass.; 26, five weeks, Val- 
ley Dale, Columbus, O. 

Stan Kenton, May 25, Anderson 
C. C., Anderson, Ind.; 27, Carmichael 
Aud., Clarksburg, W. Va.; 29, U. of 
Cincinnati; 30, Castle Farms, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Clyde Lucas, May 28-29, Poli T., 
Waterbury, Conn.; 31, Holyoke T., 
Holyoke, Mass.; June 1-3, Lyric T., 
Bridgeport. 

Glenn Miller, May 30, Playmor B., 
Kansas City; 31, Tro-Mar B., Des 
Moines. 

Dick Rogers, May 20-22, Par -T., 
Salem, Mass., 24-30, Tic-Toc C., Bos- 
ton. 

Joe Venuti, May 18, week, Palo- 
mar B., Norfolk, Va.; 29, two weeks, 
Iroquois Gardens, Louisville, Ky. 


Columbia Phono 
Distributes 2006 
Music Royalties 


Columbia Phonograph Corp. last 
week distributed the largest royalty 
accounting to music publishers since 
the inception of the present manage- 
ment. It is estimated that these 
checks totaled well over $200,000. The 
statements were for the three 
months ending March 31. A record 
payoff is also expected from Decca, 
whose statements are due sometime 
this week. Among the firms that 
collected chunky royalties from 
Columbia last week were Robbins- 
Feist, the Warner Bros, group, 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Para- 
mount-Famous, E. B. Marks and 
Southern Music. 


Victor’s last distribution to pub- 
lishers was over the $325,000-mark. 
Had not the shellac shortage in- 
truded the divvy from phonograph 
companies for 1942, according to 
music industry estimates, might have 
gone as high as $2,225,000. 

















British Best Sellers 


ABCA GELLO| “once: 








London, April 20. 
ITS MUSIC T0 Navy Blue Eyes............ C-C 
Whistler’s Mother...... Southern 
Apple Blossom Time...... F-D-H 
Wire CHES. .cccace eo. reldman 
N A B Madelaine cedeceseneves cae 
of Rel s Rose O’Day ...eeeee..Chappell 
Green EyeS....cccccccsseses C-C 
Spring Here Again...Cinephone 
ee eBe weed he. heeoow bes Maurice 
On the eve of the National Asso-| role Pie.........ceeeee es: Dash 
ciation of Broadcasters’ convention Lovely Weekend .....Bradbury 
in Cleveland the American Society | I Know Why.........+++.-+- Sun 








of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers distributed among its station li- 
censees an elaborate portfolio de- 
scribing ASCAP’s radio program 
service. Sample scripts were in- 
cluded in the brochure. 

The service, which is based on 
extensive research into the ASCAP 
repertoire, will furnish series of con- 
tinuities dealing with every phase 
of musical programing and seasonal 
appropriateness. 


BENTON DICKERS FOR 
100%, MUZAK CONTROL 


William Benton, former partner in 
ithe Benton & Bowles ad agency, is 
inegotiating to buy out Waddell 
Catchings’ interest in 
Music, Muzak (wired radio service) 
and Muzak Transcriptions. Catch- 











the companies. Deal is assertedly 
nearing completion. 


John Leipold writing the score for Bowles has spent much of his time 


‘Parachute Nurse’ at Columbia. 


} —————_. 





the University of Chicago. 





MEREDITH WILLSON’S | 
AMERICA CALLING 
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SYMES-VIOLINSKY PUB 


Solly Violinsky, repatriated to 
Broadway, has tuned up a Marty 
Symes lyric, ‘What Are the Girlies 
Gonna Do-Do-Do.’ 

They’re publishing it 
dently. 





indepen- 











HAVE YOU HEARD? 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


Recorded by HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
CHERIO’ MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 





stunts and trade-deals. 





Associated 


ings holds a two-thirds interest in | 
|supplemented by soldier and sailor 


recently in Chicago as a director of | 
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| Radio Tells Self 


mc ontinued from page 3 











regular film-goers, while those who 
do not listen to the radio rarely at- 
tend films. 


Although the report minimized the 
hostile attitude of film exhibitors to- | 
ward radio in the past, it was plain- 
ly offering possible arguments to re- 
fute such opposition when it went 
on to note that radio is an ideal! 
medium for film advertising, because 
the two forms of entertainment fre- 
quently use the same talent. It also | 
pointed out that radio has always 
been generous with free publicity, 
Besides cit- 
ing a number of recent instances of 
film companies buying radio time to 
exploit specific pictures, the report 
quoted a letter from Irving B. Kahn, 
radio promotion director of 20th 
Century-Fox, praising spot radio as 





a film advertising medium. 

















Canteen Sponsor | 
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talent discovered in the Canteen. 
Endeavor would be to make full use 
of the vast amount of human interest 
material in the constant stream of 
boys in New York from Australia, 
Canada and other far-off places. 


Plans are in the hands of the radio 
committee of the ATW, headed by 
Helen Menken. Radio, in fact, is said 
to provide a major percentage of the 
people participating in the operation 
of the Canteen. 

Offers of other companies to pay 
for the use of the title ‘Stage Door 
Canteen’ has led Paramount, which 
has already started a film about the 
spot, to more than double any other 
offers. Par will pay almost $50,000, 
it is understood, which will go a long 
way to keep the Canteen in the free 
coffee, cakes, sandwiches and Gga- 
rets it has been providing service- 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of May 9) 





Don’t Sit Apple Tree...Robbins 


Moonlight Cocktail ...... Jewel 
PENNS Sciaseskosede ....Morris 
ci eee Famous 


Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
Johnny Doughboy ,...Crawford 


Jersey Bounce..... vubees cde 
We'll Meet Again......... Dash 
Sleepy Lagoon ........Chappell 
se Pee Santly 


I Threw Kiss Ocean......Berlin 
One Dozen Roses........Famous 
Always In Heart........Remick 
l’ll Pray For You........Harms 
Three Little Sisters...... Santly 


‘ME AND MY GAL’ ISSUE 
PEACEABLY RESOLVED 


Differences between the writers of 
‘Me and My Gal’ and the song’s 
publisher, Mills Music, Inc., have 
been amicably composed and the 


way is now open for Metro to make 
unlimited use of the number in a 
forthcoming musical of the same 
title. The writers will each re- 
ceive $2,500, while Mills will ‘»e paid 
$5,000. 

The negotiations ended in the 
establishrnent of kindly relati ns be- 
tween Mills and Edgar Leslie, who 
had been feuding with the publisher 
not only in connection with this use 
but over the ideal made for another 
one of his songs, ‘America I Love 
You,’ in 20th Century-Fox’s ‘Tin Pan 
Alley.’ Out of the discussions on 
‘Me and My Gal’ came an exchange 
of contracts between Mills and the 
writers which grants the former the 
right to publish the number for an 
additional 28 years. Other writers 
involved in ‘Me and My Gal’ were 
George W. Meyer and E. Ray Goetz. 














Mexico Seeks Performance Fee Deal 
With United States Through ASCAP 


Mexico City, May 12. 

Talks with ASCAP chiefs in New 
York and American and Mexican 
officials in Washington with a view 
to arranging a reciprocal royalty 
agreement for U. S. and Mexican 
composers and musicians, particu- 
larly with regard to the radio use 
of their productions and services, 
are to be held by Alfcnso Esparza 
Oteo, secretary general of the So- 
ciedad Mexicana de Autores, Com- 
positores y Editores de Musica 
(Mexican Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Publishers of Music). 
Ignacio Fernandez Esperon (Tata 
Nacho) pop composer, Society’s sec- 
retary-treasurer, is pinch hitting 
here for Esparza Oteo while he is 
in the U. S. 

Society considers that now is the 
time to make an agreement to pro- 
tect mutually the rights of Mexicans 
in the U. S. and Americans in 
Mexico. This pact will be slanted 
especially from the case of radio, 
the biggest user of music in this 
republic and one of the biggest in 
the U. S. Esparza Oteo has already 
enlisted the cooperation of Dr. Fran- 
cisco Castillo Najera, Mexican am- 
bassador in Washington, in this 
cause and is confident that his trip 
will be successful. 





Contract which Metro wanted of 
Mills stipulated a term of five years. 
Since Mills’ controi would expire 
concurrently with the end of the 
initial term of the song’s copyright 
(1944), Metro -vas reluctant to make 
a deal unless it were assured the 
five-year protection from all quar- 
ters. It also wanted to avoid getting 
in the middle of a controversy simi- 
lar to the one that ensued when ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ posed one of its actors as 
writer of ‘America, I Love You.’ 
Leslie brought suit against Fox 
charging that it had not obtained his 
permission for such dramatic use. 








FOUR ALL-AME 





RICAN SONGS 


FOR ALL AMERICANS! 





XAVIER CUGAT'S 
HAUNTINGLY BEAUTIFUL TUNE 


“NIGHTINGALE” 


Hear Cugat's Own Recording of This Grand Song 


x & 2 £2 £2 


"My Gal Sal." 
of the greatest of all time.” 





THE GREAT “MORALE” SONG DEAR TO THE HEART 
OF EVERY SWEETHEART! 


HE'S 1-A IN THE ARMY 





(AND HE'S A-1 IN MY HEART) 


Song copies, orchestrations and records at your 
nearest music dealer. 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 


PAUL DRESSER’S IMMORTAL SONG 


"MY GAL SAL") 


Featured in the 20th Century-Fox Film 
The critics say: “One 


(By arrangement with Paull-Pioneer Music Corp.) 


ern? * 2.3 


AMERICA SALUTES ITS GALLANT MARINES 
"THE MARINES' HYMN" 


As Approved and Authorized by the 
U. S. Marine Corps. and Featured in the 
Thrilling Film “To The Shores of Tripoli.” 


x*x«wrkkKK * 
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Marden Drops Riviera Floor Show 


As Defense Aid, Sticks to Bands 








- 


Ben Marden’s Riviera, for the 
duration, is dispensing with its floor 
show, not because biz is bad or for 
econOmy reasons, but as a defense 
expedient. Idea is that floorshow 
spotlights would clash with the geo- 
graphical location of the Jersey 
Palisades spot, hence it was decided 
to rely on three dance bands solely | 
for divertissement. Pancho, Chavez 
and the holdover Fréshmen, male 
quintet, who've been holding forth 
here all winter are the dance dis- 
pensers. 

The Palisades, N. J., roadhouse has 
been one of the signal roadhouse 
successes of al] time, and proved its 
strength even more so this winter 
by remaining open the year round. 


It’s long been conceded that the 
natural cliffside location of the Riv- 
iera was its best. attraction—on 
location, alone—and Marden figured 
he can chance it, at least as part of 
the war defense scheme, and just 
operate with straight music, utilizing 
azure lighting when it becomes ex- 
pedient so as not to light up the 
Hudson river shore-line as might 
otherwise be the custom. To draw 
the curtains is inexpedient, for rea- 
sons of ventilation. 


Pitt Cafe Owners Beef On 
Dailies’ No-Art Policy As 
Wartime Space Saving 


Pittsburgh, May:12. 

Nitery owners here screaming 
bloody murder at wholesale ban by 
three local newspapers of any art 
on performers or bands for the dura- 
tion. Faced with the necessity May 
1 of slashing news columns by .10% 
and effecting a savings on engraving 
costs, Pittsburgh dailies, working to- 
gether in Pittsburgh Publishers As- 
sociation, agreed on course of action 
in regard to cafe publicity couple of 
weeks ago. 


At first, business departments ex- | 
pected some concerted action from 
hot-spot operators, who. have in past 
been generous advertisers, but so far 
none has developed and lineage con- 
tinues only a fraction under what 
it’s been in the past. Reason for that 
may be because ban doesn’t extend 
to other forms of blurbs. Only 
photographs have been eliminated, 
with papers continuing to five regu- 








Latin Quarter, N. Y., In 


Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter in New 
York, opened a couple of weeks ago, 
is revamping its show with the idea 
of gaining more comedy. 


Emile Boreo and Trixie, the jug- 
gler, go out May 20, when Ames and 
Arno replace. 


Army Takeover 
Of 4 More Cafes 
In Miami Beach 





Miami Beach, May 12. 
The U. S. Army, which has made 
a vast military zone of Miami Beach 
extending from around 10th street 
up to 33rd street, made further in- 
roads yesterday (Monday) when it 
took over the Pago Pago Room, 
Beachcomber, 5 O’Clock Club and 
the Casanova, all niteries, for addi- 
tional classrooms for prospective 
Air Corps officers in training here. 


Of course, it’s no longer an un- 
usual sight to see the servicemen as 
habitants of some of the beach’s most 
luxurious hotels. 

Now that the beach area is classi- 
fied officially as ‘military zone,’ mo- 
torists can’t drive through the sector 
at more than 20 miles an hour. Also, 
there’s now a virtual blackout of 
the locale at night. 


PHILLY AGVA HIKES 
CHORINE WAGE SCALE 


Philadelphia, May 12. 
Taking advantage of the scarcity of 
chorines for night clubs (due to gals 
taking defense jobs, etc.), the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists has 
upped the basic wage scale for per- 
formers in this category. 


Line gals working in’Class A spots 
have been raised from $35 to $40 a 
week; Class B, $30 to $35; Class C, 
$27.50 to $30, and Class D, $25 to 
$27.50. The new scale takes effect 











lar two and three-fftch readers to 
néw floor shows, and Press continu- 
ing its semi-weekly cafe column. 
Post-Gazette, previous to ban, was 
the most liberal with art, Press con- 
fining its photographic largess to 
half-column cuts, and occasionally a 
full one, within the ‘Bright Spots’ 
space conducted by Dick Fortune. 
Sun-Tele, with the least nitery ad- 
vertising, coming through for cafes 
only when they had name headliners. 
Ban on art also extends to the 
dancehalls, hotels and Kennywood 


next Monday (18). 


Tommy Dix Doubling 








Tommy Dix, the kid baritone in 
‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore, 


N. ¥., opened last night at Monte 
Proser’s Copacabana, doubling from 
the George Abbott legiter. 





and West View amusement parks. 


It’s the first nitery appearance for 
the ‘Winsocki’ singer. : 
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From Musical to Copa’ 








Continental, K.C., Readies 
Redecorated Roof Garden 


Kansas City, May 12. 
Hotel Continental is readying its 
roof garden for a summ ~. season by 
remodelling and redecorating. Spot 
is being terraced and undergoing re- 
decorating based on a scheme in- 
volving 31 flags of the allied nations. 


| Henceforth, spot is to be known as 


Change for More Comedy 


the Sky-Hy Victory Boof. 

Opening is set for Decoration Day 
with Bud Waples’ orch, eight-piece 
aggregation with Chare Moyse as 
featured femme singer. 

Johnny Sandusky, of the McCon- 
key Orchestra Service, which 
handles the Continental, also an- 
nounced booking of Don Roth's orch 
into the Kansas City Club. His is 
a seven-man outfit. Bob Pope, who 
played the K. C. Club all winter, 
opened at the Broadwater Beach 
hotel, Biloxi, Miss., May 9, for an in- 
definite stay. Ozzie Clark orchestra, 
another Sandusky client, opens at 
the Washington hotel, Indianapolis, 
May 29, following a two-week date 
there by Eddie Dunsmoor’s crew. 


Johnny Steel anu Sandra, piano- 
singing team, will return to the Con- 
tinental early in June to replace 
Eddie Daniels, organist currently in 
the Omar room, 


JABIN IN COURT 
ON CLEVELAND 
RUM RAP 





Cleveland, May 12.. 


Stanley Jabin, ousted as board 
chairman of the local American 
Guild of Variety Artists in Decem- 
ber for operatingg a ‘wildcat’ nitery 
in the union’s headquarters, was 
again blitzed last week by cops on 
the same score. 


This time he was tagged for run- 
ning a speakeasy in the heart of the 
downtown theatrical sector and sell- 
ing likker after legal hours. 


Entering a guilty plea, Jabin was 
fined $100 and costs plus 30 days in 
the calaboose at first. Judge sus- 
pended the workhouse sentence and 
$75 of the costs, because it was the 
first time Jabin had appeared in 
court for such a violation. When ar- 
rested he gave the name of Stanley 
Sol. His latest venture, coincidental- 
ly, was located in the former head- 
quarters of AGVA. 


During Jabin’s AGVA regime he 
turned the Variety Artists’ social club 
into an all-night booze jernt, leading 
to the Scripps-Howard Press turn- 
ing its front-page guns on it in a 
blasting expose. Ohio Liquor Board 
immediately suspended the spot for 
90 days, following up this action 
recently by revoking the union’s 
hooch license on the ground that it 
was not a legit private club. 

As the result of the disclosure, the 
national AGVA’s officers ordered the 
local to sever connections with 
Jabin’s bar. The local complied by 
demanding latter’s resignation and 
moving its headquarters tc a new 
site, 


FRANK BARBARO SUED 
FOR $10,000 TAXES 


Detroit, May 12. 
Charging unpaid social security 
and unemployment compensation 








ie ali : 0 |} : . 
taxes, two tax liens totaling $10,000 They can continue as night clubs, 


were filed in the Federal Court here 
against Frank Barbaro, owner of the 
Bowery, huge Hamtramck nitery, 
and the club itself. 

Claims are that both Barbaro and 
the club ignored the ruling that 
night clubs are responsible for the 
payment of the old age taxes for 
employees. One of the liens for 
$6,068 is directed against Barbaro 
while the other against the Bowery 
itself is for $3,993. 





Baby Rese Marie Headlines 
Albany, N. Y., May 12. 

Baby Rose Marie is headlining 
the new show at Dinty’s Terrace 
Garden on the Albany-Saratoga 
Road. 

Others appearing are: Jack Leon- 
ard, the Wen Hai Troupe, Woods 
and Gray, and Wally Wanger 
Dancers. 





Diana Del Rio tops the new floor 
show at the Hollywood Little Club. 





Western Penn's Exclusion from Gas 
Rations Finds Roaderies Very Happy 





Fefe to Reopen N.Y. Cafe 
As Marden Deal Folds 


A dicker to join Ben Marden’s 
Riviera staff as greeter having fallen 
through, Felix (Fefe) Ferry, instead, 
has elected to reopen his Monte Carlo 
Beach, N. Y., for the summer. 

Don Cavallaro’s band, with Narita 
Segarra, will be the sole attraction 
in the Beach, which is the summer 
room, differing from the main M. C. 
boite. 


Philly Priest 
In Drive Vs. 
‘Tmmorality 


Philadelphia, May 12. 

Father James I. Maguire, crusading 
local priest, is forming an organiza- 
tion to combat what he describes as 
‘the growing immorality in the city's 
night spots.’ 

Father Maguire, who was instru- 
mental in cleaning up the so-called 
‘hell-holes’ in North Philly adjacent 
to his parish, states that the group 
would be broken up into ‘flying 
squadrons,’ whose duties would be to 
visit night clubs in all parts of the 
city and adjacent areas. The mem- 
bers of these squadrons would re-| 
port all ‘immoral’ shows to the priest, 
who would then correlate the info 
and turn it over to police and State 
Liquor Board authorities for proper 
action, 

‘We intend to see that all dens of 
immorality are driven from the city,’ 
said Father Maguire. ‘We send a 
man to jail if he steals a loaf of 
bread to feed his family. But we do 
nothing about beasts who steal the 
souls of men and women.’ 

Commenting on the recent clamp- 
down on stripping in theatres and 
niteries, Father Maguire said: 

‘That was merely clipping the 
leaves of the situation. The roots 
are still standing.’ 

Night club operators generally 
take heed when Father Maguire goes 
on the warpath. They still remem- 
ber what happened to the Ridge ave- 
nue spots a couple of years back who 
defied the priest. They’re all closed 
down—by police action. 


2 N. 0. NITERIES UNDER 
FIRE; GAMBLING RAP 


New Orleans, May 12. 


The charters of two French Quar- 
ter night spots for operation of poker 
games for ‘members’ have been re- 
voked, following complaints of busi- 
ness men and others that they had 
been victimized, Superintendent of 
Police George Reyer disclosed Fri- 
day (8). 

This action was taken on order of 
Mayor Maestri, who received com- 
plaints which came from visitors and 
natives. The mayor and police chief 
asserted that they would take simi- 
lar action when they believed that 
victimization was taking place. 

The two establishments are the 
Moulin Rougg and the Club Bali. 














but, the superintendént said, ‘they 
can’t operate poker games.’ Under 
the law, individuals may get per- 
mits to operate poker games among 
themselves. 

Mayor Maestri declared that he 
had called the. matter to Superin- 
tendent Reyer’s attention on receiv- 
ing the complaints. 

Complaints have come to attention 
of late that expert ‘mitt’ men were 
operating with greater frequency in 
the historic old area, mecca for tour- 
ists, in poker games, with marked 
cards. Victims, according to those 
who saw the system in operation, 
were drawn in, allowed to win a 
time or two, and then taken for a 
fast ride. 

Several men, who came here for 
conventions and other events, were 
taken on ‘scenic tours’ during the 
course of which affable strangers 
engaged them in conversation and 
took them for a drink to establish- 
ments in the brightly-lighted dis- 


. 





Pittsburgh, May 12. 


Nitery owners, particularly the 
boys who operate the roadhouses, 
were dancing in the streets over 
the weekend at last-minute word 
from Washington that Western Penn. 
sylvania would not be included in 
the gas rationing area. Several of 
them had already polished off the 
crepe for a quick hanging and were 
ready to call it quits within a few 
weeks. 

In many cases, bands had been 
booked with an ‘if’ clause, spots like 
Bill Green’s, Sky-Vue and Millvale 
Nut House, all located 10 to 15 miles 
from downtown, figuring they would 
be lucky to keep going until even 
middle of June. But unexpected 
action of the authorities, in elimi- 
nating this section of the state and 
West Virginia from the rationing 
district, gave them the lift of their 
lives. 

Drive-In theatre, which opened 
only May 1, was expected to close 
practically at the start of rationing, 
and amusement parks, which open 
their regular seasons this weekend, 
were even debating the possibility 
of a half-summer operation. Even a 
couple of out-of-the-way downtown 
places had been known to have given 
their help two-week notices begin- 
ning with actual inauguration of gag 
rationing, but notices have since 
been rescinded. 

Local gang figures there’s a Santa 
Claus after all and looks for biggest 
night club and cafe warm weather 
biz in years. Hotels also rejoicing, 
and theatres downtown make no se- 
cret of their feelings. 


Detroit Cafe Men’s Assn. 
Cracks Down on Member 
Violators of Blackout 


Detroit, May 12. 

Cabaret Men’s Association here is 
cracking down hard on its member- 
ship following Detroit’s first blackout 
and with another schéuuied here 
May 24. Although the organization 
had pledged full cooperation, about 
half of the 30 refusals to extinguish 
lights in commercial establishments 
came from spots with beer and liquor 
licenses. It brought considerable 
onus on the entire group. In fact, 
police prosecution of the offenders, 
under the Detroit blackout ordi- 
nance, with State threats of revoca- 
tion of licenses has put the cabarets 
under considerable unfavorable pub- 
licity, with more to come. 

The grief is that all the major 
spots went to considerable expense 
to convert their places for blackouts 
and cooperated fully, but now have 
been tarred with the same brush 
which is bringing up public fury on 
the drinking spots, In fact, there has 
been some talk in official circles of 
compelling a complete shuttering of 
cabarets during blackouts, with fur- 
ther restrictions to follow. 











Jack Waldron checks in from the 
east May 18 to emcee at Slapsy 
Maxie’s in Hollywood. 
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CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 
Doubling B&K Chicago Theatre 
Starting Friday, May 15 
Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 














CAPPELLA® PATRICIA 


Form one of the best dance teams 
of this or any other year. Cappella 
comes through with some of the best 
lifts of any duo in the business. 


Jack Kofoed, Miami News. 





As a ballroom team Cappella and 
Patricia are as much a hit on the 
stage of the Olympia as they have 
been at the Royal Palm for the past 
several weeks. 


Bob Fredericks, Herald. 
Opening CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
MAY 22 


Thanks te SAM BRANSON 
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Ken Murray, Billy Gilbert to Back, 
Star in 2-A-Day Coast Vaudeville: 
7 Bigtime Shows Set or Operating 








Still another two-a-day vaudeville 
show is in the offing, this time joint- 
jy backed and starred in by Ken 
Murray and Billy Gilbert. Murray, 
currently at Loew’s State, N. Y., says 
he'll open his ‘Big Time’ on the Coast 
some time in June. Dan Friendly, 
the comic’s business manager, heads 
west in a couple of weeks to set 
theatre deals in San Francisco and 
Hollywood, the site of the premiere 
to be determined by which town has 
the most readily available legit 

use. 
or mesides Murray and Gilbert them- 
selves, their two-a-day will include 
Morton Downey and Judy Canova. 
Other acts are yet to be set, with 
the booking being done by the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. 

When the Murray-Gilbert show 
opens, and if the current and 
planned crop are still operating, 
there will be seven two-a-day shows 
in all from coast to coast. In N. Y., 
besides the two Clifford C. Fischer- 
Shuberts ventures, ‘Priorities’ (46th 
Street) and ‘Keep ‘Em Laughing’ 
(44th Street), and the Ed Sullivan- 
Shuberts’ ‘Harlem Cavalcade’ (Ritz), 
there will be the Ed Wynn two-a- 
dayer opening af the Alvin in June 
This one will have Wynn as head- 
liner as well as producer, with acts 
set thus far including Smith and 
Dale, Tony and Sally DeMarco, 
Romo Vincent and Jane Froman. 

Chicago also gets a _ two-a-day 
show in June, produced by Al 
Bloomingdale and Nat Karson, with 
Bert Lahr, Joe E. Lewis and Bert 
Wheeler as triple headliners, and 
other acts including Raye and Naldi, 
Hank Ladd and Lynn, Royce & 
Vanya. 

Seek Los Angeles Show 

Paul Small, who is booking the 
Chicago straight vaude, opening at 
the Grand Opera House, June 10, is 
also trying to line up a show for 
Los Angeles at the Biltmore. Frank 
Fay will headline that show if the 
financing is set. 

It’s probable, however, that the 
two-a-day ranks will soon suffer 
their first casualty. Sullivan’s ‘Har- 
lem Cavalcade’ at the Ritz, N. Y., is 
not faring well, losing nearly $3,000 
in its first week, and the N. Y. News 
columnist is already thinking of 
condensing the layout for a picture 
house tour. 

Rash of the two-a-day ventures 
has resulted already in a_ serious 
dearth of headliners. Fischer was 
hard put to find strong enough 
names to succeed Victor Moore and 
William Gaxton in ‘Laughing’ in 
N, Y., the producer finally setting 
Gracie Fields, who is scheduled to 
Open May 29, the day after the male 
comedy pair pulls out for Hollywood 
assignments. Fischer is still looking 
for a strong male name, the strongest 
Possibility being George Jessel. 

F-WC Refurbishing Vaude House 
San Diego, May 12. 


With stage shows getting a good | 


play here during the three-week 
tryout period at the Orpheum, Fox- 
West Coast has decided to spend 
$50,000 on redecorating the theatre 
and adding new stage equipment, 
Speckels theatre, operated by Lou 


Metzger, is also flirting with the 
vaude idea. 





New Rochester Vaude Setup 
Albany, May 12. 
Consolidated Vaudeville Exchange, 
Inc. has been chartered to conduct 


& vaudeville and theatrical business 
in Rochester, N. Y. 


Frisco Cafes Boom; 
New Clubs Opening, 
Old Ones Unshutter 


_. San Francisco, May 12. 
: Night life in this Port of Embarka- 
tion is booming, with new clubs 
Opening and old clubs taking down 
their shutters, Four night spots have 
opened in the last two weeks— 
Shangri-La, Richelieu Casino, Hur- 
Ticane and Music Box. 

or Francis and Mark Hopkins ho- 
-.> Tesumed dancing recently, after 
SIX months of labor woes. In addi- 
tion to the soldiers and sailors who 
tela over the city’s streets, a black 
nk factor is the thousands of ship- 
= and other war industry work- 
rs who are now drawing down 
Dlenty of what it takes. 


a 


2 B’way Colored Vauders 
Fold; Sullivan Biz Weak 


Gaiety and Eltinge, in Times 
Square, N. Y., which reopened with 
a colored band-vaude revue policy 
after being shuttered as ‘Girl Fol- 
lies’ (burlesk) operations by the 
city administration, closed last Fri- 
day (8) after running for only two 
weeks. Large nut and slim attend- 
ance caused shutterings. 

Gaiety may reopen late this week 
with either a dual, grind policy of 
subsequent-run pictures or news- 
reel-shorts program. Eltinge plans 
are still indef. Understood, that 
operators of both theatres also are 
watching to see how the newsreel- 
shorts policy, opened over the 
weekend, at the Republic (another 
former Follies house) makes out. 

Ed Sullivan’s ‘Harlem Cavaleade,’ 
two-a-dayer at the Ritz, on Broad- 
way, is also weak at the bw. but 
continues. If not perking, the N. Y. 
News’ columnist-producer will tab 
it for the vaudfilmers. 


Boreo Performs in Best 
Show Biz Tradition As 
Brother Dies in Hospital 


Emile Boreo, emcee at the Latin 
Quarter, new Broadway nitery, did 
the two toughest shows of his life 
Friday night (10), with the knowl- 
edge his only brother, Charles Siclis, 
French architect, was dying in the 
Neurological Institute of Medical 
Center in New York. Under emer- 
gency treatment, the 53-year-old 
architect literally expired in Boreo’s 
arms after the midnight show that 
night, when the comedian rushed up- 
town. 

Siclis, whose wife and two sons, 14 
and 15, are still in Paris, was prom- 
inent among French architects. He 
designed the Theatre Pigalle, Paris, 
for Baron Phillipe de Rothschild; the 
famed Colisee, sidewalk cafe on the 
Champs-Elysees; the Rondpoint sec- 
tor of the mid-Champs-Elysees, and 
was largely credited with modernizing 
the de luxe centres of Paris. Siclis’ 
decor of the Theatre Pigalle, still the 
most modern theatre in France, was 
likened to the Paris Opera, which 
represents the old-school style of 
French architecture. Ironically, the | 
Colisee became one of the few famed | 
Paris spots which aped the Nazis | 
with non-‘Aryan’ signposts following 
the Nazi occupation. 

Of Russian-French extraction, Si- 
clis was attending a Lisbon architec- 
tural convention when the occupa- 











tion came. He did some work in 


for U. S. citizenship when Boreo | 


brought him to America. 


HERBERT MINSKY FILES 


N.Y. BKPTCY. PETITION 


Herbert Kay Minsky, burlesque 
producer, who identifies himself as 
an unemployed theatrical manager, 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court yes- 
terday (Tuesday) listing no assets! 
and $65,041 in liabilities. In 1941 he} 
earned $2,100, he claims. 

Largest creditor is Oscar Marko- 
witch of N. Y., owed $30,000 on loans 
made between 1933 and 1936. Others | 
are Sid Stone, $6,500 on a loan, and | 
the Electrical Research Products, | 
Inc., $2,000 on a loan. Bankrupt 
says he was an officer and director | 
of Menmor Theatre, Inc., and the 
Mormen Theatres, Inc..qj 1936 and 
1937, in N.Y. 


Adams, Newark Vaudfilm 
House, Closes for Summer 


A major closing for the summer 
is the Adams, Newark, operated by 
the Paramount-Adamms Bros. partner- 
ship. Theatre, which has been play- 
ing--stageshows this season with | 
marked success, shuttered Thursday | 
night (7), principal reason being that | 
it has no cooling system. 

In the first year he has been in 
charge of the Adams, Ben Griefer, 
former manager at the Paramount, 
N. Y., has taken the house from a 
loss into a substantial profit. He 
has bought many name bands for the | 


| 











theatre. } 


| $2.30. 


Piermont Foregoes Trip 
To Coast for Relief Show 


Sidney Piermont, Loew's booking 
head, is not going to Frisco after all 
to stage the Walter Winchell-spon- 
sored Army-Navy Relief show the 
night of May 19. Piermont had orig- 
inally been requested by Winchell to 
produce the mammoth benefit. 

Last-minute inclusion of the Hol- 
lywood Victory Caravan in the Fris- 
co show, however, obviated any ne- 
cessity for staging, so Piermont 
decided against making the trip. 








FREDERICKS IN 


CHAS. YATES 
TAKEOVER 


Chicago, May 12. 

Charles Yates’ agency will be taken 
over by the Frederick Bros. Artists 
Corp. in a deal set here in confabs 
last week between Yates and A. L. 
Frederick. Under the setup the 
Frederick Bros. Artists Corp., a sub- 
sidiary of Frederick Bros. Music 
Corp., will take over all acts, shows, 
bands and units now under manage- 
ment of the Yates agency. 

Yates himself joins the Frederick 
Bros. organization and will handle 
the Artists Bureau offices in New 
York as manager. He goes in with a 
long-term contract. Matty Rosen, 
Yates’ associate in his agency, stays 
with him. 

Frederick indicates a considerable 
impetus along talent lines and figures 
to expand its artists bureau further 
within the next few morths, 


Norworth, Ethel Levey 
Form Separate Acts; 








Had Planned to Duet 





Jack Norworth and Ethel Levey, 
both vaude vets, who had planned to 
unite in a vaudeville act, instead 
have split into two separate turns. 
Norworth and his Allies is one flash 
turn, to twin piano accomp, with 
Chinese, colored and Russian spe- 
cialties in support, plus Grace Reilly. 

Ethel Levey, in turn, has added a 
Ben Yost male choir as the nucleus 
of her act. Both are being produced 
by Wally Downey. 





‘Ice Connles’ Near 


Capacity 456, shapes 


| finest families of California.’ 





Hollywood, May 12. 
‘Ice Capades of 1942’ is hitting 


| near capacity in its third week at 
| South America, and recently applied | 


Pan-Pacific auditorium, and will 
turn in gross of $45,000 for the sesh. 
Ice show is doing eight perform- 
ances weekly, with $2.20 top pre- 
vailing for the 5,000 capacity layout. 

Blade troupe reports to Republic 
for its second film production June 


4A’s Forces Tom Phillips to Rescind 
Resignations of AGVA Organizers; 
Refusal to Turn Over Funds Upheld 





vv 


Holyoke Mayor Warns 
Shows on Shady Gags 


Holyoke, Mass., May 12. 

Admitting to being ‘old fashioned 
enough to think that chamber music 
is enough for a Sunday,’ Mayor 
Henry J. Toepfert has threatened 
to clamp down on Sunday permits | 
unless some of the shows hew more | 
to the legal line. 

City’s proximity to Westover field 
has resulted in flock of weekend 
shows by touring bands and units. | 
Shady jokes got the mayor het up, 
but it was more dancing on Sunday, 
in violation of the blue statute, and 
failure by vaudeville promoters to 
get license from state building in- 
spector that really caused the mayor 
to issue warning. 


Carroll Fights Board 
Ruling Clipping His 
Nitery Grog License 


Hollywood, May 12. 

Earl Carroll is taking State Board 
of Equalization into court to contest 
its order suspending the liquor li-- 
cense in his nitery for 10 days. In 
an ad taken in ‘Daily Variety’ under 
heading of ‘The Fatal Glass of Beer’ 
Carroll states his case thusly: 

‘We have served over a million 
people since the theatre opened. 
Any fair-minded person will agree 
that it is a harsh decision to close 
us down for 10 days because it is 
alleged that during all this time we 
served a single glass of beer to a 
young man who was only 20 years 














and 11 months of age, and who pre- 
sented, upon our request, a certifi- 
cate of registration issued under the 
Federal Selective Service, proving 
him to be 21 years of age. We deny 
having served this drink, as well as 
the other allegations that there have 
been numerous complaints. We have 
about 400 employes who will be 
thrown out of work if the Liquor 
Board’s decision is upheld. Natur- 
ally, we cannot be closed until the 
higher courts have decided our ap- 
peal, and when the evidence is fairly 
heard, we will be vindicated.’ 
Carroll also burned at alleged 
statement of William Bonelli, of the 
Equalization Board, that some of his 





| 
| 


2, and 1943 edition is slated to go| 
into rehearsal during the next two | 


weeks, for opening at Atlantic City 
July 24 for summer ruu. 





‘Ice Follies’ 53G 
Seattle, May 12. 
‘Ice Follies,’ booked for two weeks 
at the Arena, which seats 5,200, did 


|sustained by District Judge F. E. 





so phenomenally first week that ex- | 
P | had acted arbitrarily. 


tension for four days (to 18 days) was 
arranged by Al Wilson and Frank 
Hixon. First week grossed estimated 
$53,000. After opening night, capacity 
biz prevailed. House scaled from 
The 1941 edition, here last 
season, surprised with $70,000 for 12 
days, being held over after being 
booked in for a week. 

One night — Monday —the entire 
take of $7,000 was donated to the 
Navy Relief. 





‘Vanities’ NSG $10,000 





New Haven, May 12. 

‘Skating Vanities’ encountered sev-| 
eral bad breaks that held biz down) 
at Arena here on six-day stand! 
(5-10) despite favorable comment. | 
Roller show drew friendly press and} 
enthusiastic word-of-mouth, but the 
combo of dimout difficulties, plus the | 
fact that ‘Vanities’ followed two ice 
revues of earlier season, was too 
much for the boxoffice. 

Another factor was the $2.20 top, | 
too stiff for this type of attraction) 
here, especially on its | 
trip. 


not too good. 


Gross approximately saeanesd | “arg at Orpheum, Vancouver, 


chorines engaged in B-girl practices, 
that of sipping drinks at tables with 
the customers. Carroll shot back, 
‘our girls come from some of the 








CLOSING OF GAYETY, 
MPLS. SUSTAINED 


Minneapolis, May 12. 

Mayor M. L. Kline’s action in re- |} 
voking the license of the Gayety, 
Gillman-Lewis burlesque house, was ! 


Reed when he denied the theatre's 
petition for an order which would 
have compelled the mayor to show 
cause why the revocation should not 
be set aside. Judge Reed in his 
findings refused to concur in the pe- 
titioner’s contention that the mayor 


‘The court finds the mayor acted 
after receiving numerous compla.nts | 
that Gayety shows were lewd, las- | 
civious and immoral,’ Judge Reed | 
stated. “There is nothing in the rec- | 
ord to indicate there was any abuse 
of discretion.’ 

Meanwhile, the revoked theatre | 
license had expired, and David Gill- 
man is expected to apply to the city 
council for a new one. Even if it is 
granted, however, he promises no} 
further effort will be made to pre- 
sent burlesque. 

Authorities did not take any action | 
against the Hirsch-Katz Alvin, two- | 
a-day burlesque house, but the thea- 
tre closed its burlesque season for 
the summer when the heat was on. | 
Aldermen had defended its shuws |} 





| during city council meetings. | 





| 

Dunham for Vancouver 
Seattle, May 12. | 

Sonny Dunham band and three 


acts of vaude have been booked 


missionary|by Joe Daniels to open week’s en- 


B. C., June 8. | 


| Mary Healy, 


| handled the matter, 


Thomas J. Phillips, who succeeded 
Gerald Griffin as executive secretary 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, ran into his first snag last 
week, when the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of Americ» forced him 


to rescind an order for the resigna- 
tions of all the AGVA organizers in 
N. Y. Phillips stated that he did 
not contemplate any immediate fir- 
ings, but merely wantcd to have the 
resignations on hand in the event 
any organizer was delinquent in his 
work. Four A’s, however, held that 
such a move was bad for the morale 
of the AGVA staff an that such a 
threat should not be held over any 
employee’s head. 


Four A's itself also met opposi- 
tion in AGVA last week, when the 
committee administering the variety 
performers’ relief funds refused to 
turn the latter over to the parent 
organization. Henry Dunn, formerly 
national treasurer of AGVA and 
chairman of the relief committee, 
stated that AGVA men, not Feur 
A’s, should administe> the relief 
monies. When the Four A’s insisted 
on a re-depositing of coin under its 
name, Dunn went before the Theatre 
Authority, which divvies coin from 
charity benefits zmong the talent 
unions, resulting in Frank Vincent, 
TA head, upnolding Dunn’s stand. 
The relief coin stays with AGVA. 


Phillips’ position with AGVA has 
yet to be clearly defined. As yet he 
has not been given the title of na- 
tional executive secretary, but 
merely that of national organizer. 
He also continues to head the Bure 
lesque Artists Assn., which is in a 
precarious state dué to the wide shute 
down of burlesque in New York, 
Philadelphia and one or two other 
key spots. 





Circus Promoter Skips 


With Coin, Fans Riot As 
Show Fails to Go On 


Newport News, Va., May 12, 

Customers who paid for show 
billed as ‘Wild West Rodeo and Hol- 
lywood Thrill Circus’ rioted Sunday 
(10) when promoter skipped with 
receipts and there was no sign of 
a show inside canvas-fenced enclo- 
sure. Crowd burned five jalonies 
borrowed from loca) firm, walked 
off with chairs borrowed from USO 
club, and ripped fence rented lo- 
cally. Soldiers had to be called 
from nearby camp to restore order, 





Promoter, who signed himself Dick 
Ryan, 4626 Hollywood boulevard, 
Hollywood, ballyhooed show three 
weeks in ads, air plugs, posters and 
stuck local firms for more than $800, 
Apparently he was a lone wolf op- 
erator. 


! Hayes-Healy Collect On 


Vaude Salary Claim 


Peter Lind Hayes and his wife, 
last week collected 
$405.50 as part of payment on an $811 


claim against Irvine Yetes and Lou 
Irwin, producers of the ‘Sweater 
Girl’ unit in which they appeared 
last season. Balance of the claim is 


to be paid within the next couple of 
days. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
with Yates pay- 
ing half of the claim and, if AGVA 
fails to collect from Irwin, promising 
to make good the balance himself. 

Another claim against Yates, this 
time arising from the ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’ unit, has resulted in the collec- 
tion of $200 by the act of Jackson 
and Nedra. A balance of $143.45 is 
still due them, 


Jackson’s New Booking 
RKO’s Hamilton, upper Manhat- 
tan, N. Y., nabe, is going in for 
vaude one night a week (Saturday). 
First show opens May 16, Billy 
Jackson doing thc booking. 


New Chi Nitery 
Chicago, May 12. 
Victor Hugo Club, new north side 
nitery, opened last week. 
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| Night Club Reviews 








Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) 





The Revuers (5), Marc & Viola, 
Harmoneers (3), Bunny Howard 
with Charlie Bourne, Ensemble (9), 
Buddy Clarke’s orch with Lynne 
Spofford; $1 to $3 minimums. 





Memo to the Editor: 

If and when the office gets a new 
coat of paint, you might consider 
further enhancement for the 46th 
street grotto via some sex appeal. A 
couple of good-looking gal copyread- 
ers would fit the bill. The pair in 
The Revuers look made to order. 

Their ‘Variety’ routine cues their 
eligibility, but it’s up to you to figure 
out what to do with the three guys 
in the act. None of them is any pret- 
tier than Pulaski (Ibee); couple of 
them, in fact, look like one of the 
tapestries the office got rid of some 
years ago. However, while they 
wouldn’t add to the office’s physical 
allure, some use might be made of 
them. For instance, they could be 
used to frighten off squawking acro- 
bats—that is, if acrobats ever come 


back. 

But the girls! Ah! That’s some- 
thing else again. It may mean that 
the office would have to reinstall all 
those old mirrors. It may also mean 
that stories would have to be written 
expressly to fit the headlines they 
write, like ‘Pop Op Flop,’ ‘Show Biz 
Fizz’ and ‘Buff. on Cuff” But it 
would be worth it. After all, none 
of the muggs is getting prettier with 
age, especially when they had no 
foundation to begin with. As it is, 
some visitors to the office squawk 
that they can’t iell a ‘Variety’ re- 
porter from the paint on the wall. 
And you know that the office hasn't 
been painted in six years—or is it 12? 
So how about it, ed? Meaning the 
girls, of course. 

For show biz purposes the boys are 
plenty ali right, too. It's a smooth, 
smartly satirical act these kids have 
worked out from Greenwich Village 
joints to the best niteries. That “Va- 
riety’ number, a good plug for the 
paper but not the staff's literacy 
(Ed. note: Hey!), is their opener. It’s 
a pretty strong routine to top, but 
the quintet manages with the Cole 
Porter insult, one-man quartet, a jive 
lyric to Tschaikowski’s Fourth Sym- 
phony and the combined impression 
of a honkytonk girly show. 

They’re one of two standout acts 
in the Cocoanut Grove’s best show in 
a couple of years. Other turn is the 
mixed dance team of Marc and Viola 
(New Acts), a couple of youngsters 
in the ballet idiom, who score in solo 
and duet. 

Bunny Howard, who doubles from 
the Park Central hotel’s cocktail 
lounge, is now working with Charlie 
Bourne’s piano accomp. Femme is a 
two-toned blonde looker with a nice 
song style for the smart-type num- 
bers, but she’s punching too hard on 
‘Jenny,’ the Gertrude Lawrence tune 
in ‘Lady in the Dark.’ She has a fine 
idea in her satirical intro of ‘How 
About You?’ and foes well with her 
finale, ‘I Said No.’ - 

Only other act in the compact lif 
tle show is that of the Three Ha 
moneers, three fair male vocalists 
who double into the opening dance 
routine by the nine-girl line. Boys 
are best with their opening college 
mediey, their arrangements for sub- 
sequent tunes being in the old- 
fashioned barber shop metier. 

Line is nice looking and well cos- 
tumed, doing several routines staged 
by Boots McKenna. Bill Robbins 
gets credit for the over-all produc- 
tion. 

One of the greatest improvements 
here is being shown by Buddy 
Clarke’s band, which has added some 
instruments and a nice femme singer, 
Lynne Spofford. Clarke played the 
show at this catching without a flaw, 
his band evidencing more melody 
and body than ever before. There's 
no swing band here, so Clarke also 
takes care of the dancing end, doing 
very well by this chore. Scho. 


BLACKHAWK, CHI 


Chicago, May 8. 
Ted Weems Orch (13) with Perry 
Como, Elmo Tanner, McKays (2); 
$1.25 minimum weekdays, $2 Satur- 
days. 


Ted Weems, originally set for eight 
weeks at the Blackhawk, satisfied 
powerfully for a four-week exten- 
sion of contract. It’s his first visit to 
the spot, but he’s pulling them in. 
He’s been in town often before, but 
always at other-spots or ballrooms. 

In with Weems are the McKays, a 
comedy dance duo. A waltz, a lady 
with one too many and origination 
of various dance steps are part of 
their routine. Pair works nicely but 
has difficulty getting across due to 
type of trade. Cash customers are 
in for Weems, and that’s that. 

Weems is working the band on the 
jive side. Band, bolstered with 
added maicrial, has a catchy type of 
swing that’s good for all types of 
dancing. Vocal assignments go to 
Perry Como and Elmo Tanner. Both 
boys turn in smash performances of 











current favorites. In for comedy is 
Billy Blair, rotund bass player, who 
sings and muggs okay. Fancy drum- 
ming by Orm Downs also clicks. 
Floor show proper is a_ short 
affair, with emphasis on comedy. 
Usual pop tunes and jive stuff are 
responsible for ‘ocko setup. Two 
shows are presented nightly, with 
Weems leading the dancing for re- 
mainder of evening. That's what 
they’re here for, and he registers a 
top performance. Weems handles the 
band nicelv and keeps the show 
paced okay. Operating without a 
femme chirper seems no handicap to 
bandleader. He is as standard in 
Chicago as State and Madison 
streets. For Weems goes back to the 
Aragon-Trianon ballroom days, 
when he shared the halls and air- 
time with Wayne King, and between 
them made WGN an outstanding 
band pick-up station. It was the 
King-Weems combination that first 
got the listeners established on that 
station, and it is fitting and proper 
that here in the Blackhawk it 
should again be Weems on WGN. 
Loop. 


Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 


Donn Arden production with 
Ariane, Ronny Roberts, Howard Bis- 
selle & Jerry Farley, Cyril ‘Buster’ 
Grace, Chorus (Lynn Clare, Helen 
Dutcher, Lucy DeLong, Janice Ham- 
ilton, Grace Mau, Florence Walters); 
Bob Russell, m.c; musical produc- 
tion, Harry Brent; Johnny Long’s 
Orchestra (13) with Helen Young, 
Bob Houston and Four-Teens (Phyllis 
and Jo Jeanne Rogers, Pat Haywood 
and George Richmond); $2 dinner 
minimum, Se. and $1.50 supper 
cover. 





The Hotel New Yorker’s new ice 
show is its best yet. Having set a 
pattern on the runners, as a summer 
novelty some seasons ago, the Ter- 
race Room ice revues have eclipsed 
all other shows to play this sport, 
winter or summer. In imaginative 
Donn Arden’s new staging, hotel 
prexy Frank L. Andrews and enter- 
tainment director Carl Snyder of the 
New Yorker look set from now on. 


Unlike most ice shows, now gen- 
erally accepted as competently pro- 
fessional, young Arden has given 
this one an extra fillip in its cohesion. 
In this, Harry Brent, who ingeniously 
got up the musical score, has been an 
able aide. 

Theme is in the 1942 manner. 
Howard Bissele and (Miss) Jerry 
Farley are the romantic vis-a-vis, 
backed by a ‘Romance’ ballet, six 
neat lockers on ice, until Ronny 
Roberts appears as the mailman with 
1A. While the ballet does a mild 
strip. Ariane, new Swiss skater, 
first time in America, and a vivid 
personality on the runners, becomes, 
the soldier’s girl-of-dreams. Ariane, 
by the bye, is film fodder, if the ice 
cycle continues for Hollywood 


filmusicals. 
Cyril ‘Buster’ Grace, ex-Four 
Bruises (Center theatre’s ‘It Hap- 


pened On Ice’ all season), wows with 
a quite sensational foot control spe- 
cialty. Action shifts to Hawaii, in 


them good enough to carry an en- 
tire program of average cabaret ma- 
terial, is something unusual here. 


Jean Caval, NBC crooner, shares 
top billing with Sammy Cohen, but 
latter steals the show and reaped a 
near-ovation. However, the women 
carried Caval to a good applause 
quota and his material was attrac- 
tively put over. 


Dick Dana emcees, also straight- 
ing with the Dana and Kaplan team. 
Line dresses as Montreal Royals, In- 
ternational League baseball team, in 
opener, 
Earl and Josephine, a very person- 
able pair, who combine acrobatics 
with straight adagio. Both are adroit 
in this style of terps and were well 
received. 


Line, as telephone gals with long- 
distance switchboard in back, are in 
as support to Caval. An imitation 
of Bing Crosby helps and selections 
of French and English songs close 
the act for a fair hand. At this view- 
ing the act seemed overlong and 
some of the songs gained little audi- 
ence reaction. 


Cohen woke ’em up with a bang 
before he had said 10 words. There 
isn’t anything specially new about 
the act, but his personality and the 
pace of the act piv it over socko. 
The imaginary fight routine went 
solidly with the crowd and his acro- 
batics and grotesqueries had the 
payees punchdrunk at the finish. 
They begged for more and gave him 
call after call before they let him go. 
A surefire act and just about the 
right length. 


Cohen is tough to follow, but Dana 
and Kaplan were good enough to do 
it. They’re a slapstick team with a 
couple of stooges, turning the trick 
for a second big plaudits act. Line 
closes show with ‘Moonlight Cock- 
tails’ routine, smartly costumed and 
with neat precision stepping. Milt 
Sherman does an adequate job of 
erching the acts and the dancing. 
Arthur Vanderhaig band is a popu- 
ler stand-in. Biz good at this show- 
ing. Lane. 


MAYFAIR ROOM, CHI 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 


Chicago, May 7. 
Yvette, John Buckmaster, Neil 
Bondshu Orch (10); no cover, no 
minimum weekdays; Saturday, $2.50. 








Mayfair, a society room, has a | 
double feature attraction in the cur- | 
rent bill. Both Yvette and John 
Buckmaster are artists in their own 
field. 

Yvette is a smart performer with 
plenty of sock material. Her im- 
pressions .and song interpretations 
are delightfully amuSing and easily 
adapted to the room. Coming in 
with her accent, she augments her 
characterizations with current popu- 
lar tunes and special arrangements. 
She also has grace and charm. 

Buckmaster’s material, though not 
too well selected, was well received. 
He capitalizes on his satires and 
gives good impressions of Raymond 
Gram Swing and other radio com- 
mentators. Sticking to the American 
names, he gets across nicely, but 
when he jumps to the French stage, 
it’s too much. Crowd is receptive to 
familiar names and places, but 
couldn’t stay with his French radio 
work. His bit about ‘annoying 





the service scheme of things; the gals 
do a mild hula; Ariane comes to the 
fore again with an s.a. ‘Hawaiian | 
War Chant’ specialty; the girls click 
productionally with a luminous paint 
costuming, in novel orchid colora- 
tion; ‘Little Grass Shack’ is the musi- 
cal theme; Buster Grace again with 
a sock specialty, this time with ten- 
pins, manifesting extraordinary foot 
control; and the finale segues into a 
Gay ’90s reprise, topped by a George 
M. Cohan (Roberts doing the ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy’) that would 
please G. M. himself. Thus, into an 
hour is packed a wealth of novelty, 
speed and variety. 

Johnny Long with his crack dansa- 
pators marks his return to this spot, 
socking out solid hoofology with a 
four-sax, five-brass and four- 
rhythm combo. On the podium with 
him, per usual, are Helen Young and 


This brings in the Leaches, | 


newer groove. His ability itself 
needs no recommendation. There 
are few trumpeters with the control 
or tone he achieves. 

With the leader contributing no 
little on the showmanly end, the 
band is fortunate in having song- 
sellers as capable as the Stardusters. 
There’s a lot of things they do that 
are ordinary, but they’re easily bal- 
anced by the items that draw 
dancers to gape in front of the stand. 
Gary Stevens, male soloist, has im- 
proved neatly. Wood. 


Labor Confab 


Continued from page ! 


tending the meeting that no public 
mention whatsoever was to be given 
it. There was no explanation for 
the secretiveness. 

Companies represented at the 
gathering were the three at which 
the Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild, a subsid of CIO’s 
United Office & Professional Work- 
ers of America, has recently won 
National Labor Relations Board 
elections. This represents the first 
time a CIO unit has been named 














collective bargaining agent for 
workers of any kind in the film 
industry. Other organized em- 


ployees are mostly American Fed- 
eration of Labor members. 

Conferees, it is understood, 
reached important agreements on a 
number of fundamental principles of 
collective bargaining. They, are ex- 
pected to greatly facilitate negotia- 
tions, which will start shortly be- 
tween reps of the union and the 
companies on contracts for em- 
ployees. It is said they will also 
insure labor peace so far as the CIO 
is concerned. One negotiating meet- 
ing had been heid by SOPEG wiih 
Columbia but further huddles were 
calied off pending the Murray con- 
clave with the biggies. 

It is said there was no thought at 
the powwow of any kind of deal 
for organization of other unorgan- 
ized employees of the company or 
a switchover of any AFL groups to 
the CIO. All raiding and jurisdic- 
tional disputes between the two la- 
bor groups have been shelved for 
the duration by tacit agreement be- 
tween Murray and William Green, 
AFL prexy. 

Unions which have had dealings 
with 20th-Fox since Willkie became 
board chairman report an entirely 
different attitude there on collective 


, bargaining. 











House Reviews 


a  Cntinued from page 2° 


SHEA’S BUFFALO 














plause ceiling of the entire runoff. 
The band’s medley of Carmen Lom- 
bardo’s hits, the RCAF barracks’ 
‘Bless ’Em All’ and the final medley 
of request numbers are also in the 
higher altitudes. 


Sister Rose Marie is along for a 





things’ is well prepared, but lacks 
the smash of his usual caricatures. | 
Room plays two shows nightly, | 
with music by Neil Bondshu and his | 
10-piece orchestra. Band is on the | 
sweet side and works well with the 
entertainers. For the spot, the band 
is ideally suited, with string and 
reed predominence. Business for 
dinner is usually a sellout. Loop. 


CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


(PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL) 








Charley Spivak Orch (16) with 
Gary Stevens, Stardusters (4); $75c- 
$1.50 cover. 





This is Charlie Spivak’s second 
shot at the Pennsylvania. He was 
here for a few weeks three months 
ago between Glenn. Miller and 





Bob Houston, featured vocalists, plus 
a new quartet which is above par. 
The girls are Phyilis and Jo Jeanne 
Rogers, ex-The Martins, augmented 
by Pat Haywood, understudy to 
vocalist-arranger Hugh Martin. and 
George Richmond, just out of ‘Banjo 
Eyes.’ Skillful arrangements’ key- 
note their very professional inter- 
pretations. Also vocally Bocko is 
emcee Bob Russell who carries the 
ice revue’s lyric burden throughout 
in tiptop manner. 

Combo of maestro Long and the 
new ice revue underwrite this room 
for the season. Abel. 


TIC-TOC, MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 7. 
Jean Caval, Sammy Cohen, Dana 
& Kaplan, Earl & Josephine Leach, 
House Line (12), Milt Sherman Orch 
(9), Arthur Vanderhaig Tango Band 
(4); no cover. 








With this show the Tic-Toc main- 
tains its position currently as the 
best buy in the local nitery picture. 
Three big acts, two of which gar- 





nered big plaudits and any one of 


| Jimmy Dorsey and did so well he 
| was beckoned back for the first half | 
of the summer. He deserves it. | 
Since Spivak’s early days at Glen | 
Island Casino, New York, his outfit | 
has come a long way. Whereas it | 
once played well enough, but with a 
certain lifelessness, it is now a/| 
rounded, smooth working combo that | 
should go far. 

Spivak’s main trouble once was 
a rhythm section that couldn’t keep 
itself warm. That and a limited 
library. Strangely enough its 
rhythm quartet is now the strongest 
section of the 16 pieces (three trum- 
pets, three trombones, five sax and 
leader’s trumpet). It isn’t so strange, 
however, when it’s noted that 
Davie Tough, one of the best in the 
business, is herding the hides, his 
smooth beat enhanced by a strong 
bass man. Add to that clean and 
true-toned brass and a good sax 
group. And well-stocked books in 
all styles. 

Spivak himself seems to lean more 
toward open-bell trumpeting now 
whereas he once featured muted 
work. While the mute stuff was 
great in developing a commercial 
ballad style, his work is much more 








ride on the brothers’ band wagon. 
Competish being what it is in the 
chanteuse division, this youngster, 
without the Lombardo trademark, 
would hardly rate. She was further 
handicapped when caught by a cold. 

Toy and Wing deliver their 
familiar Chinese - American ball- 
roomology and Don Tannen’s Rus- 
sian hoke in song and dialog-are each 
okay on their own, but seem to add 
to the generally jumbled effect of 
this setup. Tannen’s semi-patriotic 
Arliss impersonation is over-corney 
and would be better out. 

Crowd was overflowing, with lob- 
bies abuzz, at opening day’s supper- 





show. Burton, 
EARLE, WASH. 
Washington, May 10. 
Romo Vincent, Harold Barnes, 
Sunny Rice, Roxyettes, ‘Invaders’ 
(Col). 





Three singles and a line of girls. 
Sounds kind of skimpy, but what 
this show lacks in quantity it more 
than makes up in quality. Joe Lom- 
bardi’s house orchestra has been 
moved up on stage for this show, 
which is opened by a brief routine 
by the girls, and then comes Harold 
Barnes on the tight wire, 

Barnes is a marvel on the wire. 

He dances, he does acrobatics and 
does them all with grace and as- 
surance, 
_ Sunny Rice demonstrates that she 
is talented both in her hands. and 
feet, opening with a piano number 
and then does a fine tap routine. 

Romo Vincent is a bit slow getting 
to the folks but when he does get 
to them with his songs, comedy and 
gags, he gets ’em rfeht. He wound 
up to big returns. 

Harry Anger has dressed up the 
show neatly, using his line of girls 
as atmosphere and getting produc- 





appealing, even on ballads, in the’ 


tion behind each of the acts. 
Biz excellent. 


——-—~. 





et Review 


Glamour Girl Revue 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. Cc.) 


Charlotte, N. C., May 5. 
Billy & Nancy Long, Coco ¢@ 
Teddy, Rich & Gibson, Adair Sisters, 
Connie Cella Dancers (9); Huey Em- 
mons Band (4); ‘There’s One Born 
Every Minute’ (U). 


Although lajking a sock act, 
Frank Taylor’s ‘Glamour Girl Revue’ 
packs enough entertainment to get 
by. Top performance is turned in 
by moppet act, Billy and Nancy 
Long, in a terp turn. Working atop 
a 10-foot moving pedestal, pair goes 
through a nifty acro turn of balance 
and bends and comes back for encore 
with a fast whirl of flips and spins. 

Rich and Gibson are pleasing in 
the opening spot, a neat, vervy tap 
turn, and then going into a xylophone 
act. Their best bet is a snappy tap 
routine synchronized with a xylo- 
phone number. Kids have plenty of 
personality. 

Coco and Teddy, comic acrobats, 
are so-so. Act moves fast and Coco 
talks it up to get away from straight 
acrobatics. Teddy pleases with a 
full, twisting somersault from teeier- 
board. Boys are fair showmen and 
work hard. 

The Adair Sisters are a little on 
the nasal side in a sagebrush vocal 
act. One strums guitar and other 
brings out uke halfway through turn. 
Gals both are nice lookers*and okay 
—if one likes cactus music. 

The Connie Cella dancers are okay 
in four standard apvearances. Girls 
are fair lookers and none-too-vervy, 
but they please in out-of-the-ordi- 
nary routines. 

Fair house on show caught. Just. 

















New Acts 


CHANEY & ALVAREZ 
Ballroom 
Colonial, Dayton 
Mayris Chaney, with Don Alvarez as 
partner, presents three numbers of 
ballroom type with adagio trim- 
mings and dizzy whirls, all heavily 
on the artistic side, but agreeably ac- 
cepted by the audience. First is to 
strains of ‘Liebestraum,’ then a 
tango, followed by a bolero, with a 
few fancy steps to ‘Just the Way You 
Look Tonight’ as an encore. 
Dancers worked together for first 
time as if in double harness for 





weeks. Miss Chaney makes smart 
appéedtance”* in. werying.. .arnay.of 
fluffy, feather-trimmed gowns of 


pastel shades, with Alvarez in tails. 
Most artistic dance act seen here this 
season, with Miss Chaney making a 
distinctly fine impression on audi- 
ence. Kany. 


MARC & VIOLA 
Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Park Central Hotel, N. Y. 

This mixed team has an excellent 
and rather unusual act for the bet- 
ter class night clubs. Both are ballet 
dancers, reputedly proteges of 
George Balanchine, and are topflight 
exponents of that dancing idiom. 
Added values are their respective 
fine appearances. 


They each solo, the femme _in a 
semi-hot routine on her toes and the 
boy with one of those hop, skip and 
jump affairs that typify male ballet 
dancers. Their routine together is 
naturally their best and flashiest, a 
jitterbug-type of comedy ballet. In 
this they exhibit some excellent 
novelty dancing, plus fine facial ex- 
pressiveness, 


Team was in Irving Caesar’s'short- 
lived ‘My Dear Public’ musical. They 
appear likely bets for a sophisticated 
show and the better grade — 

cho. 








Plane Plant Revue 


Continued from page 1 











booker, was commissioned by the 
biggest war factory in Cleveland to 
handle the novel recreation pro- 
gram to be held this weekend in 
Civie auditorium. Dance-revue will 
be staggered in quarters in order not 
to hold up production. 

Maestro is adopting the same idea, 
alternating the services of the 60 
musicians in his stables for the de- 
fense hoofing marathon which will 
total 18 hours. His first unit is play- 
ing for a six-hour lap Friday from 
9 p.m. to 3 am. for the factory's 
first shift. Another crew of men 
will take over the stand when the 
second shift of Thompson Products 
rug-cutters comes on Saturday for a 
10 am. to 1 p.m. session. Factory 
wanted to follow it up with another 
six-hour dance for third shift Sat- 
urday night, but it’s being post- 
poned to the next weekend at the 
suggestion of Horowitz. Both mu- 
sicians and acts would collapse if 
they had to play an 18-hour trick, 
contended the bandmaster, who 





wishes he had two twin brothers to 
relieve him. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF MAY 15 


Numerals im connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


shew, whether full er split week. 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY| Benny Goodman Or 














as 2 Ceo * WASHINGTON 
9 Vagabon Capitol (15) 
Arthur acher Alvino Rey Orch 
Benny Davis & Co | King Sis 
PITTSBURGH Pat Henning 
Stanley (15) Foreman & Spencer 
NEW YORK CITY} Mario & Fioria 
Paramount (13) SPRI 


Woody Herman Bd 

4 Ink Spota 

Wally Brown 

Lane & Ward 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (15) 

Connee Boswell 

Casa Loma Orch 

Acromaniacs 


Chicage (15) 
Johnny Burke 
Five Herzogs 





GFIELD 
Orpheum (15-16) 
E Carroll's Vanities 
MIAMI 


Olympia (17-20) 
Sandino 3 
Bogash & Bardine 
June Lorraine 
Judson Cole 
George Beatty 

OMAHA, NEBR. 

Orpheum (15) 
Wayne King Orch 
Don Cummings 
Cris Cross 














Phil Regan Barry. Sis 
BOSTON Shirley Wa 
Boston (15) 4 — 


Ken Murray 
Morton Downey 
Park & Clifford 
Oswald 

Diosa Costello 
Chilton 2, seems 


( 
Water Follies 
Max Co 
Oxford Boys 
CLEVELAND. 
Palace (15) 
Gene Krupa Orch 
Lane Bros 
Don Rice 
Mayris Chaney Co 
(8) 


Biltmorettes 

3 Swifts 

Sigmund Romberg 
Gene Marvey 
Marie Nash 

Mitzi Green 

Happy Felton 








COLUMBUS 
Palace (18-20) 
Carroll's Vanities 


DAYTON 

Colonial (15) 
The Biltmorettes 
Dixie Dunbar 
3 Swifts 
Miss Rose Marie 
Jerry Lester 
J&M ess 


Clyde McCoy Orch 
Bennett Sis 
Joan, Jack & J 
Don Rice . 
Mayris Chaney Co 
ROCHESTER 
Temple (8-10) 
Martha Raye Co 
Gaynor & Ross 
Paul Winchell ° 
H Williams 3 
Ww & G Ahearn 


Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (15) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch 

Condos Bros 

Biily De Wolfe 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (15) 

Lionel Hampton Or 

Maxine Sullivan 

Buck & _— 


( 
Les Brown Orch 
Lynn, Royce & V 
George Prentice 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Benny Goodman Or 
Ambassadorettes 
Gil Maison 


(8) 
Dick Stabile Orch 
Gracie Barrie 
Jerry Lester 
Hudson Wonders 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (15) 
Roxyettes 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Pansy the Horse 
Bob Bromley 
(8) 
Roxyettes 
Harold Barnes 
Sunny Rice 
Romo Vincent 





UTICA 
Stanley (12-14) 
Punzafire Unit 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (14) 
Paul Haakon 
Patricia Bowman 
Harry Reso 
Wilbur Evans 
Frances Watkins 
Teresita Osto 
Maria Grimaldi 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 
E Rapee Symph O 
Roxy (14) 
Joe Jackson 
Lee Sherman 
Beatrice Seckler 
Chester Dolphin 
Bob Hannon 
12 Esquires 
BROOKLYN 
Albermarle (16-17) 
Kay & Karol 
3 Blenders 
Jack Carter 
Tyler, Thorn & Post 
Marine (17) 
Tyler & Renoud 
Kelvin & Lynn 
Young & Kaye 
Angel & Chapman 
Mills, Lee & Powers 
Mayfair (16) 
Tyler & Renoud 
Kelvin & Lynn 
Young & Kaye 
Angel & Chapman 
Mills. Lee & Powers 
Ridgewood (13) 
Evans & Rockwell 
Angel & Chapman 
Tyler & Renoud 
Wally Ward Co 
2 Blenders 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (15) 
Patsy Kelly 
Buddy Rogers 
Meet the People 
State (14-16) 
irk & Madeline 
Bob ‘Uke’ Henshaw 
Reed & Ryan . 
Purple Gate Co 
7-20 
2 Deweys ? 
Harmonettes 
Sammy White 
Burne & Swanson 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyrte (11-13) 


Benny Goodman Or 
Alan Carney 
Ambassadorettes 
CAMDEN 
Towers (15-17) 
Pelletiers 
Murray & Raymond 
Steve Evans 
6 Grays 
(One to fill) 
EASTON 
State (14-16) 
Blue Barron Orch 
4 Samuels 
Val Setz 
Maud Hilton Co 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (14-17) 
The Kemmys 
Garner & Wilson 
Hal Monte 
Winik & May 
3 Royal Rockets 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (12-14) 
Mitchell Ayres Orch 
N Rae & Mrs. W 
Bob Coolidge 
HAVERHILL 
Strand (14) 
‘Fats’ Waller Orch 
Apus & Estrelita 
Myra Johnson 
Whitey’s L Hoppers 
ARTFORD 
State (15-17) 
Les Brown Orch 
Jack Haley 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (16) 
The Duvants 
Paul Gerson 
Wally Ward Co 
Bud Carlell & Rosa 
(One to fill) 
PASSAIC 
Central (15-17) 
Mitchell Ayres Orch 
Beatrice Kay 
Al Bernie 
Remos Midgets 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (15) 
Pritchard & Lord 
Fayne & Foster 
Pinky Lee 
Faludvs 
PYTMAN 
Broadway (16 only? 
2 Deweys 





Harmonettes 


Sammy White 


(One to > 
PROVIDENCE 


"litam (15-17) 
‘Fats’ Waller Orch 
Deep River Boys 
Joyner & Foster 
Whitey's Li 
ey’s oppers 
SPRINGFIELD 


Court Sq. (13) 
‘Fats’ Waller Orch 
Deep River Boys 
Apus & Estrelita 
Myra Johnson 
Whitey’s L Hoppers 

SYRACUSE 

Strand (15-17) 
Benny Meroff Orch 

WASHINGTON 

Howard (15) 
Count Basie Orch 
Apus & Estrilita 
Gordon & Rogers 

WATERBURY 

Poli’s (14-15) 





McFarland 2 Ore 

Joey Adams 

Tony Canzoneri 

Eddy, Jack, Betty 

Sue Ryan Co 

WILLOW “i 

Pritchard & Lord 

Fayne & Foster 

Pinky Lee 

Faludys 

(One to fill) 

WOODSIDE 

Sunnyside (17) 

The Duvants 

Paul Gerson 

Wally Ward Co 

B Carlell & Rosa 

a to fill) 


ESTER 
Plymouth (11-13) 
Ann Corio 
Mal Hallett Orch 
Lew Parker Co 
Frances Wells 
3 Glamourettes 





Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Maggi McNellis 
Ben Marden Kiviera 

(Winter Room) 

Freshmen (5) 
Chavez Orc 
Pancho Ore 


Bill Bertolotti's 


Lilyan Dell 
Shirl Thomas 
Lynn & Marianne 
Dee Rogers 
Moya Gifford 
Don Syivio Ore 
Roberto Orc 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Seciety 
(Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Haze! Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 


Cafe Soclety 
(Vilage: 
ready Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Phil Leeds 
Baby Hines 


Casino Russe 


Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Miche! Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 


Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 
Maurice Shaw Ore 

Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Ceil Roberts 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Eric Orc 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Ann Paige 
Copacabana 
Tommy Dix 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Oro 
Bela Bizony Ore 


Diamond Horseshee 


Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 


El Chico 


Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 


Morocco 


Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Orc 


Famous Door 


Lana 

Zorita 

Marion Powers 

Sunny Tufts 

Frenchy Martin 

Ginger Lynn 

Lee Norman Ore 

Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 





Gloria Manner 


NEW YORK CITY 


Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
ue Monet Ore 








Myrus : 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Russell Swann 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Rvom) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 
Hotel Se. Morite 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Coiumbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 


(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 

Hotel St. Regie 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paul) Sparr Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hetel Waldert- 
Astoria 

(Wedgwood Rm) 
Paul Draper 
Marina 4 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 

(Sert Rm) 
Mischa Borr Cre 

Hvtel Warwick 

(Raleigh Room) 
Vick! George 
Sande Williams Orc 

Hurricane 


Bonnie Baker 
Alan Gale 





Al De Laige Co 
Douglas & Jane 
Dolores King 

M & B Whelan 

Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 


Maison Pterre 


Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 


19th Hole Club 


Wini Shaw 

Lynn Reynolds 
Steve Murray 
Jehnny & George 
Angel Velez Orc 
Snub Mosely Ors 


Old Reemanian 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 


Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
Willlam Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompsen 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 

Queen Mary 
Lenore Lemmon 
Eddie Lane 
Jerry Blanchard 
Shadrach Boys 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Ore 

Queena Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 


Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey Ore 

Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 

Russ Smith Ore 

Ashburns 

Sylvie St Clair 
Ruinbew 


Jack Cole Co 








Seaside Hotel 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Traymore Hetel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 


(Black Herse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 

Sally Davis 

Joe Ashraine 
Audrey 





Pete Miller Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


Garry Morrissey Ore 

Chico Simone Ore 

Judy Ellington 

Clarissa 

Clare & Arena 

Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 


Peter Rodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Cerni Twins 

Lewis & Oliver Sis 
Rexers 

Club Mayfair 

Ranny Weeks Ore 
Hal Roberts Orc 
fris Ison 

Archie Robbins 
Stan Ross 

Julia Barbour 
Maybelle Young R 
Ctub Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 

Dario Miani 


Coeoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keflm Rev 
Billy Paine 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Sally Sears 
Robins Bros & M 
(Metody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Cepley Piasa 
(Sheraten Reom) 
Hal Saunders Ore 

Dorothy Lewis 
Lucille LaMarr 
John Farrell 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 








——- 
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Havana-Madrid 
Pilar Lopez 
Rosita Rios 
Carlos Montoya 
Rolando 
Don Casanova 
Tuchiteco 3 
Maya Ore 
Don Gilberto Ore 

Hickory House 
June Meredith 
Sons of Jive 
Larry Bennett 


Hotel Astor 
(Columbia Km) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
(Cocktail Leunge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Lucille Johnscn 
Moro & Chita 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeera 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Keom) 


Betty Brewer 
Drane Sis 

Frank McGuire 
Hal Chase 

Ray Heatherton Or 


Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Shep Fields Or 
Hetel Essex House 
Amy Arnell 
Kerwin Somerviile 
Denald Brown 
Jimmy Curry 
Rosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salen Madrid) 


Cass Franklin 

DeMarlos 

Guy Rodian 

Fay Marde 

Penny Bancroft 

Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Km) 

Tutasi 

Momikai 

McIntyre Ore 

Napua 

Leilani laea 
Hotel McAlpin 

Johnny Messner Ore 

Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 

Johnny Long Orc 

Helen Young 

Bob Huston (4) 

Ronny Roberts 


Ore 


Bissell & Farley 
Cyril Grace 

Bob Russell 
Ariane 


Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hote! Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Greve) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne Ens 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
| Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Reem) 


Leonard Elliott 





Betty Bryant 





3 Guesses 
Conrads 

Danny Santos 
Capt Mack Co 
Barbara Belmore 
Quinten Ore 
Dennis wre 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Orc 
Angelo Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 

Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arien 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 

Kellty’s Stable 
Nick Jarret Ore 

La Conga 
Dolly Dawn 
Puppt Co 
Josephine Delmar 
Prof Harwal 





Adrienne 
A! Gordon Co 
Terry Sis 
Cavallaro Orc 


Ruban Bies 
Paula Laurence 
Mabel Mercer 
Delta Rhythm B's 
Herman Chittison 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Nerma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban © 
y’s Roof 


Spivy, 
Elsie Houston 
Fred Keating 


Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Orc 
Bob Knight Ore 


The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 


Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Sam Theard 
Keleey Farr 
Princess Orelia Co 
Edna Mae Harris 
Bill Bailey 

Wivel 
Bob Lee 
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Payson Re 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Sacasas Orc 
Harris Ore 

La Marquise 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinieue 
Peggy Fears 
Raye & Naldt 
Martiniqueen’s 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Orc 


La Vie Parisienne 
Rosita Montengro 
Irene Hilda 


Monks & Revie 

Eddie Mayehoff 

Fred Roner 
Latin Quarter 

Juanita Rios 

Ames & Arno 

Fernando Caney O 
leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 

Rex Owen 

Eric Thorsen 





Ford Crane 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Raron & Bernay 
The Paulens 
Versallles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Paul Regan 
Wilma Cox 
Olsen & Shirley 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Al Robinson 
Tex Fletcher 
Music Hall Boys 
Towne & Knott 
Palmer Orc 
Trini Orc 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Burl Ives 
Belle Rosette 
Art Hodes 
Ann Rohinson 
Eddie Heywood 8 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hetel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Clab Nomad 
Marjorie Jane 
Dena Darnell 
Jean Caton 
Kent Edwards 
Tiny Kaye 
Wanda DeMuth 





Manny Davis Ore 
Paddock Int’l 

Bob Bell 

Jackson Ore 

Penn Atlantic Hotei 
(Palm Room) 

Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 

Russ Andre Ore 

Stariia 

Ritz Carlton Hotei 

(Merry Go Reund 


Room) 
Eddy Morgan Orc 








Arthur Ward 
Crawtferd House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Ralph Fielder 
Harriet 
Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Roem) 
Marion Frances 
Fredricas 
Leonora €o-eds 
Charies Wolk Ore 
Milton George Orc 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Orc 
Prank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Beom) 


J Dominguez Ore 
Annette Henry 


Motel Eases 


Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Rill Cronin 

Ada Marova 

Bill Groin 

Yin Daley 

Tean Monti 

Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensexnte 
(Satire Reem) 
Lee Noble 
Anne T White 
Walter Boag 
Irwin Polk 
Dr H Armanski 


Hotel Lenox 


Bob Hardy Ore 
Annette Leonard 
Dave Foreman 


Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Reof) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Maurice & Cordoba 
John P Models 
George Hale Rev 


Hotel Statier 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Saivy Cavicehio Orr 


Hetel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Osear Higart Orc 
Jolene 

Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 


Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Henri Therrien 
Jeanette Garrett 
Cabot & Dresden 
Don Arden Gis 
Kay Doyle 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Sara La Platta 


Rio Casine 


George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 

Coley Worth 
Virginia Vaughn 
Juggling Jewells 
Arthur Blake 
Buster Keim Rev 


(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbon 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Ada Gonzales Trio 
Dorothy Deering 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 

The Cave 


Don DiBona Ors 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Bivez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Tic-Too 
Joe Venuti 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 
Tremont Plaza 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotot 

Emile Petti 
Battery 

Ray Benson Ore 


Bismarek Hotel 
(Walnut BReom) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Reom) 
Dave Pritchard Orc 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Reberts 
Bob Haynes 
Scanlon & McGuire 
Jose Rosado Orc 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Bm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rail 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Hddie Roth Orc 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 


Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 


Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Oro 
Capitol Lounge 
Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Orc 
Chez Paree 
Jean Sablon 
Buddy Franklin O 
Estelita 
Jackie Miles 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Orc 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valcez & Corine 
Poris Dupent 
Wally Vernon 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Barry Winton Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 


Drake Hotel 
(Camila House) 
John Hoystradt 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


(Marine Rm) 
Cee Davidson Orc 
Singing Marines 
Blanche Bradley 
Rollet & Dorothea 
Nighthawks 
Derben Gis 

885 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vic Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eiltel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hians Muenzer Ens 

Rathskellar 

Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrtek Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 8 
June Price 
Downbeat Bm 
Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Fate 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hetei 
(Glass House Km) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timniins 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 
Helsings 
(Vedvil Lounge) 
Carl Freed 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 
Hl Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 
Vi Mar 2 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Orc 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aigton 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausel! 
Murray & Cumming 





George Deveron 


Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Reem) 


Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 

Kay Bihert 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Oro 
(Piceadilly Circle) 
2 Knights 

Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


106 Club 


Dick Bawer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Robbie Alien 
Fernando & Far 
Cal Herbert 


Palmer Heuse 
(Empire Room) 


Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hetel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Alpine Villiage 
Del Kay 
Daro & Corda 
Bight Lucky Girls 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Elgins 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Myron Ryan 
Eldorade Club 
Jim MacKenzie Orc 
Freddie's Cafe 
Laugh, Be Merry U 
Helen Morton 
Larry Vincent 
Al Lackey Ore 


Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 


Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pikiner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Jaecquelina 
Motel 


Cleveland 
Jeseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Poison Gardner 
Coralll 


Book -Cadillac Hote! 
(Book Casimo) 
Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 
(Motor 
Dick Rock 
Bowery 
Billy Gilbert 
The Darnells 
White & Manning 
How Paceo Dancers 
Don Arden Danc 
Jéhony King 
Charlie Cartiste 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rall 
Delt Parker 
Seymour Hoffman 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Rio & Rita 
Panchita Villa 
Melia Salazar 
Pedro & Rafael 
Jessica Garwood 
Herman Ziehl 
Lee Walters Ore 
Club Cenge 
Congoettes 
Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 
Cate & the Fiddle 
Baby Lawrence 
Jitterbugs 
Sahji 
Bob Parrish 
Congo Orc 
Cerktewn Tavern 
Den Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Glorta Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
The Barclays 
George Downey 
Geo Geddas & Co 
Itonia Bradley 
Virginia Melton 
Charmettes Orc 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 
Connie Barleau 
Rubv Ore 
Clob Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Mickey's 
Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Pelores Lamont 
Mickevyettes 
Toe Banket Ore 
Nehiolo’s 
Pay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard See! Ore 


Band Bez 
Pete Snyder 
June Carson 


Billy Gray 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 
Bar of Musie 
Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow! 
Ruth Craven 
Marie Hollis 
The Velascos 
Rufe Davis 
Rogers Dancers 
Larry Stewart 
Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manapa 
Joe Martin 
Dootsie Williams O 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
John S$ Trotter Orc 


Earl Carroli 
The Debonatrs 











W West & McGinty 





Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Reom) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Nilah Brooks Rev 
Carl Marz 
Rhumba Casino 
Michael Loring Ore 
Maurice Recc> 
De Silva 2 
Wesson Bros 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
Jume March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
608 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 


Chuck Foster Ore 

Den DiFlavio 

(Continental Room) 
¥ Rest 


ar 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 


CLEVELAND 


Hotet Hellenden 
Sytvia & Froos 
Helene and Viclin 
Robinson Twins 
Katherine Hoyt 
Vicki Nevada 
Bill MeCune Ore 

Hete) Statler 
Clint Noble Ore 

ka Cenga Club 
F Hernandez Ore 

Lindsay’s Skhyber 
Nan Blakstone) 
Sue Sanders 
Pearl de Lucca 

Monace’s Cafe 
Howard Le Roy Or 

Meunds Club 
Cross & Dunn 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
37060 Club 
Cy Reeves 
Reberta 
Evelyn Scott 
Hal Hatt 
Hollie LaVelle 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Northwood Ins 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 


Howard Benedict O 
Jack London 


Palm Beach 
Pat Patterson 
Beatrice Gardner Gs 
Don Pable Ore 
Magie Flyers 
Jon Lebel 

Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willits 
Paula Drake 
Jimmy Clark 
Carrol! & Gorman 
Linda Carroll 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Huck’s ian 
Mac McGraw Ore 


Collette Lyons 
Manor & Mignon 
C Ray Smith 
Christine, Forsythe 
Paber Dancers 
Stan Norris Ore 
Statler 
Panchs Ore 
Saks 
Lee Mason 
Clark & Batley 
The Roches 
Muriel Kretlow Gile 
Harvey Stone 
Pete Viera Ore 
San Diege 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn. Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Chm Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
Gooé & Goody 
Great Seigfreid 
Eddy Shepherd 
Jack Thomas Ore 
The Tropics 
Al Tucker 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Dale Rhodes 
Bernice Salis 
Vernes 
Kay Lewis 
Kelly Sisters 
oO W Courtney 
Bill Tracy 
Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Reom) 
Herman Pine 
Wonder Bar 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel! Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
508 Clab 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Toy & Juanita 
Della & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Gali Galt 

Willis West, Jr 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Bery! Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Prances Urban 
Fred Scott 

Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 

Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 
Grace Pogegt 

R Frim! Jr Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Guy Rennie 
Lorraine Elliott 
Jerry & Jeanette 
Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Tropies 
Searles & Lene 


(Continued on page 53) 
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Broadway Biz Dips 


Still Further; 


‘Sons’ Slides to $31,000, Muni Show 
Lags at $8,000, ‘Candida’ Wow 176 i's" Sectencr iso's 





Darkened Broadway witnessed fur- 
ther declines in grosses last week, 
some figures going down consider- 
ably, while others reported more 
modest drops. Hardly none held to 
the levels of the previous week. “The 
Walking Gentleman’ was the solo 
premiere. It opened Thursday (7) 
and drew decidedly mixed reviews; 
appears doubtful. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (22d week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Business for this 
stayer down to around $10,000; house 
eapacity limited and show still doing 
okay; management expectant of sum- 
mer holdover. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(69th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Dropped 
under $12,000 for first time though 
takings not much beneath previous 
week; still quite profitable and an- 
other summer or more expected. 

‘Best Foot Forward, Barrymore 
(32d week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Claimed 
to have gone off only few hundred, 
with the-estimated gross around $17,- 
500: musical should show fair profit 
at that level. 


‘Blithe .Spirit, _Morosco (27th 
week) (CD-936; $3.30). Critics prize 
helped only one week; dropped with 
the field thereafter because of war 
conditions; quoted over $13,500, sat- 
isfactory. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (15th week) 
(CD-1,064: $3.30). Slipped under $6,- 
500, which probably resulted in a red 
week; this week should see some 
improvement, several parties having 
been booked. 


‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(1lth week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Esti- 
mated around $7,000; that figure may 
have gotten show by because cast 
takes cut when gross dips under 
$8,000. 


‘Johnny 2 x 4,’ Longacre. Taken 
off last Saturday after playing seven 
weeks; doubtful from start; average 
slightly over $5,000, with last week 
less. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (25th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Eased off to 
around $15,000, or about $1,000 under 
previous week; still leads the straight 
plays and should play into next sea- 
son. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (55th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Nearing end of run and final weeks 
may keep pace from slowing down 
any further; $18,000 estimated, hardly 
better than even break. 

‘Let’s Face It,’. Imperial (28th 
week) (M-1,45% $4.40). Claimed to 
have been less affected than most 
other shows, quoted gross being $29,- 
500, fine pace for highly regarded 
musical. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (130th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Down a bit 
further with quoted gross at- $11,600; 
that should have earned fair profit 
both ways for current run leader. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (72d 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). One of the 
few shows that were only off a small 


Victor Moore and Billy Gaxton in 
vaude-revue lineup. 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (7th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). About held its 
own at $22,000, somewhat under 
earlier pace, but real coin for vaude 
outfit; $2.75 the top at week ends 
here and 44th Street. 
‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ Ritz (1,074; 
$2.20). Takings rated under $6,000, 
hardly enough for colored vaude- 
revue, which, however, doesn’t cost 
much to operate. 


CORN’ FINE 186 
HUB; ‘CLAUDIA 
SMART 12146 


Boston, May 12. 

‘Corn Is Green’ and ‘Claudia’ took 
all the legit coin in town last week, 
with no other opposition. Ethel 
Barrymore play is here for three 
more frames, and ‘Claudia,’ now in 
its fourth, looks good for two more. 

‘All Is Fair,’ new Rodgers and 
Hart musical, opened here Monday 
(11). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Corn Is Green,’ Colonial (Ist wk) 
(1,643; $2.75). Doing a good staunch 
trade with the support of the Thea- 
tre Guild list, and advance sale indi- 
cates three more good tallies on the 
way. First week hit $18,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Wilbur (3d wk) (1,227; 
$2.75). Maintaining a smart pace, 
taking $12,500 for third stanza. 


FATHER’ GOOD 














San Francisco, May 12. 
The Civic Light Opera season 





opened to capacity audiences this 
week in San Francisco, replacing 
‘My Sister Eileen’ at the Curran, and 
presenting such shows as ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ with John Howard and Muriel 
Angelus. ‘Life With Father’ rolled 
into its sixth week at the Geary. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Geary (5th wk) 
(1,500; $2.75). Developing a little 
slack over the long run, but still 
good at $15,000. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Curran (5th 





wk) (1,774: $1.65). 
| performance 
| $7,000, good. 


Closed its repeat 





amount; claimed gross again not far | 


from $10,000. 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (23d 


week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Known to} 
have been really socked for first 
time, with estimated takings around 
$31,000; high scale, which goes to 


$5.50 on Saturday night, may be one 
reason. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (26th 
week) (CD-865;: $3.30). Has b@en go- 
ing along to operating profit in mod- 
erate way for six months; held up 
and topped $8,000 last week. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(5th week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Eased 
off further with quoted takings at 
$14.500, that ficure moderately good 
in rather commodious house; parties 
still helping. 


‘The Walking Gentleman.’ Belasco | 


(D-1,000; $3.30). Opened late last 
week; drew disappointing press but 


some favorable notices; better line 
this week. 

*‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ Guild (4th 
week) (D-956: $3.30). Questionable 
after week or two: mild grosses 


mostly from subscriptions; last week 
estimated around $8,000 for Paul 
Muni starrer. 

Revivals 

‘Candida,’ Shubert. Great attend- 
ance for performarces in aid of 
Army and Navy relief funds; third 
set of five performances being nlaved 
this week: final show due Sunday 
night (17): $17,000 again. 

‘Porgy and Bess.’ Majestic (16th 
week) (M-1,.175; $2.75). Went off 
further with the sross around $18.,- 
000: still very good money for Gersh- 
win’s classic musical 

- Added 

‘Keep "Em Laughing,’ 44th St. (1.- 
$85; $2.20). Business off somewhat, 
ton. with takings approximating 
$20,000: Gracie Fields set and possibly 
George Jesse] mentioned to replace 


‘Claudia’ Slips to 9G 





Detroit, May 12. 
Although it fell off from $17,000 in 
its first week to $9,000 last week, 
‘Claudia’ stays on for a third week 
at the Cass here. Figure isn’t too 
bad for the lateness of the season, 


and was compiled in nine perform- | 


ances at a $2.50 top. 

‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
didn’t fare too well in its two-week 
stint at the Shubert-Lafayette, al- 
though improving to an approximate 
$6,000 in the second stanza after a 
dull $5,000 for the first week. FEd- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Springtime 


for Henry’ followed on Sunday (10) 


|for an undetermined stay, with the 


| ceiling moved up from the $1 top to | 


| $1.50. 





‘Rhine’ Sellout 12'4G 
in 4 Days at M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, May 12. 

With only a minimum amount of 
j|local exploitation, ‘Watch on the 
| Rhine’ came into town last week as 
ithe Davidson theatre’s ninth and 
| final attraction of the season com- 
| pletely sold out before it opened. 
| Estimated $12,500 on the four-day 
engagement ending Saturday (9) at 
$2.75 top. 

Cy Grody, house manager, goes 
into the army at the end of the cur- 
rent month. 

Legit season here will end with 
Maurice Evans and Judith Anderson 
in ‘Macbeth’ at the Pabst, starting 
Thursday (14), 





156 IN FRISCO 


(11 weeks in all) at 


In Det., But Sticks |” 


‘Vanities’ Okay $6,000 
In 6 Buffalo Shows 


Buffalo, May 12. 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ closing its 
season at the Erlanger with six 








$2.25 top ($2.75 Sat. and Sun. eve). 

Production, which has been on the 
road since July, 1941, will lay over 
here several days awaiting facilities 
for baggage transportation for return 
to Hollywood. 


JANE COWL’S ‘JULIA’ OK 
$12,000 IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, May 12. 

Jane Cowl calls Washington ‘my 
town,’ and the star must have some- 
thing there, for she rolled up $12,000 
| with ‘Punch and Julia,’ even though 
| the critics gave it both barrels. After 
| watching the steady boxoffice climb, 
Guthrie McClintic decided not to 
close on Saturday night and booked 
the George Batson play for Baltimore 
this week. Future will be deter- 
mined when the polished-up comedy 
has seen eight performances in the 
neighboring city. 

‘Ballet Russe,’ at the National, has 
a healthy advance sale. Comes in at 
$3 top, an experiment, since such 
dance programs customarily play 
Constitution Hall, and for single en- 
gagements. 











Crix, Public Disagree 
On ‘High Kickers’ in Pitt, 
Finishes to Poor 1436 


Pittsburgh, May 12. 
Public here didn’t show the same 
enthusiasm for the George Jessel- 


Sophie Tucker musical that the press 
did, and ‘High Kickers’ wound up 
last week at Nixon with a disap- 
pointing $14,500. Next to ‘Pal Joey,’ 
that’s the poorest gross for a song- 
and-dance entertainment here all 
season. Slim takings were unac- 
countable since everything was in its 
favor. ; 

In first place, weather suddenly 
turned cool again after couple of 
suffocating hot weeks; notices were 
fine, in direct contrast to the ap- 
praisal of the Manhattan crix, and 
publicity campaign kept Jessel and 








Tucker jin the public prints all 
through the engagement, selling war 
stamps, playing veterans’ hospital 


benefits, etc. Top was $3.30, same as 
previous musicals have charged, so 
that couldn’t have been a _ factor 
either. Just one of those things, but 
everybody who saw it agreed ‘Kick- 
ers’ should have had a better fate, 
not only here but also in New York. 
Nixon has Katharine Hepburn in 
‘Without Love’ this week. It’ll be 
followed by ‘My Sister Eileen,’ com- 
ing- back at $1.50 top, and then ‘Blos- 
som Time,’ which will ring down 
legit season here, fortnight ahead of 
date originally anticipated. Earlier 
closing caused by folding of ‘Hellz’ 
and decision of ‘Claudia’ to return to 
Broadway right after Boston. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 13-23) 


‘Alls Fair’—Shubert, Boston (13- 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Walnut, Phila. (13-23). 


Ballet Russe—National, Wash. (13- 
16). 


‘Bitter Sweet’—Curran, S. F. (13- 
16); Philharmonic Aud, L. A. (18- 
| 23). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ 
Chi. (13-23). 
| ‘Blossom Time’ — Academy of 
Music, B’klyn (13-23), j 

‘Candle in the Wind’—Shrine Aud.. 
Des Moines (13); Iowa, Cedar Rapids 
(14); Orpheum, Davenport (15): 
Shrine Mosque, Peoria (16). 
| ‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Wilbur, Boston 
(13-23). 

‘Claudia’ 
(13-23). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Colonial, Boston 
(13-23). 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (13-16). 

‘High Kickers’—Nixon, Pitt. 
16). 

‘Jason’—F latbush, Bklyn (19-23). 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Geary, 
S. F. (13-23). 

‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
Box, H’wood (13-23), 

‘Macbeth’—Lyceum, 
Pabst, M’l’wkee (14-16). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chi. (16-23). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Lo- 
cust, Phila. (13-16); Nixon, Pitt. (18- 
23). 

‘Pal Joey’—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 





(2d Co.)—Selwyn, 


(3d Co.)—Cass, Detroit 


(13- 


M’p’ls_ (13); 





| the year. 


—-——-——, 


‘Macbeth’ Wows in Chi Wind-Up, 





(13-17); Central, Passaic, N. J. (19- 
23). 

‘Punch and Julia’—Ford’s, 
(13-16). 

‘Springtime for Henry’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (13-23). 

‘Theatre’—Flatbush, B’klyn (13- 
17); Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (19-23). 

‘Vagabond King’ — Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A. (13-16); Curran, S. F. 
(18-23). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ — Grand 
Opera House, Chi. (13-23). 

‘Without Leve’—Nixon, Pitt. (13- 
23). 


PHILLY SPIFFY; 
‘ARSENIC’ 166 
EILEEN’ 86 


Philadelphia, May 12. 

With the end of Philadelphia’s 
1941-42 legit season just around the 
corner, and no new bookings ex- 
pected, biz continues highly _satis- 
factory. Last week, with the Forrest 
dark due to the sudden departure of 
‘Panama Hattie,’ the comedy offer- 
ings at both the Locust and the Wal- 
nut flourished. ; ‘ 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ playing its 
third week of four at the Walnut, 
hit over $15,000, plenty sweet, while 
at the Locust, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
having cut its scale to $1.50 top for 
the fifth and sixth weeks of its local 
stay, beat $8,000, and there was no 
kick whatsoever on that figure for 
a modestly hooked-up, small-salary 
show. 

Both ‘Arsenic’ and ‘Eileen’ wind 
up their local stays this week and 
their four and six-week engagements 
|may be set down as further proof 
{that Philly this season hasn’t had to 
|have big marquee names in order to 
support the legit. 

Forrest has Yiddish show, ‘Child 
for Sale’ this week on a rental. 
|House will then be dark week of 
May 18 and wind up season week of 
|May 25 with a return of Maurice 
Evans’ revival of ‘Macbeth,’ which 
scored heavily here earlier in the 
season during a week’s stay at the 
Locust. Locust and Walnut have no 
more bookings. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ Walnut (3d 
wk) (1,700; $2.85), Still going strong- 
ly if not the sellout rumored; $16,- 
000 last week with one stanza to go. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ Locust (5th wk). 
(1,500; $1.50). Comedy hit added two 
|extra weeks to its stay at the Lo- 
cust with scale dropped to $1.50. 
First canto got a profitable $8,000. 
Winds up Saturday. 


Balto 

















| 


| Hayes-‘Candle’ Burn 
Brightly in K.C., 116 


Kansas City, May 12. 

Legit season in the Music Hall of 
the muny auditorium wound up last 
week, with Helen Hayes and ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ company giving trio of 
performances Friday and Saturday 
(8-9). Trade was more than gratify- 
ing for an appearance this late in 
Top of $3.36 brought three 
performance gross in around $11,000, 
which meant near-capacity in this 
house of 2,700 seats on Saturday’s 
| two shows. 
| ‘Candle’ has been the only attrac- 
tion in the Hall in two months, al- 
| though the winter season was heavy. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Star and Garter’—Michael Todd. 

‘Free and Equal’ (‘Not on Friday’) 
—John Golden. 

‘Comes the Revelation’—Chanin, 
Karlan. 

‘The Strings Are False’—Choate, 
Kirkland. 

‘Uncle Harry’—Hayman, Hatten. 

‘All the Comforts of Home’ (re- 
vival)—Edith Ringling, Mollie Stein- 
berg. 





‘Blossom Time’ $3,700 


New Haven, May 12. 
‘Blossom Time,’ headed by Everett 
Marshall, pulied an approximate 
$3,700, mild, in four performances at 
oy top at the Shubert last week 
May be season’s legit swan song as 
nothing else is booked at present and 








‘Angel’ Quits, 7/46: Ladies iG 


Chicago, May 12. 

Two shows left town Saturday (9) 
and one of them will probably be 
back, because it was a terrific smash 
in its fortnight here. That was ‘Mac. 
beth,’ which was a sellout at $3.39 
top in the Erlanger. 

Other exiter was ‘Angel Street, 
which folded after eight weeks here, 
Opened to rave notices from all the 
critics, but after a couple of weeks 
of good trade, the boxoffice slipped 
into the middle four-figured mark, 
and, rather than pull it along, the 
management decided to fold it for 
the season, 

Two shows came in last night 
(Monday ), “High Kickers’ getting un- 
derway at the Erlanger and ‘Watch 
on Rhine,’ Grand. 

‘Good Night Ladies’ remains the 
miracle show, again smashing 
through to capacity in the Black- 
stone. Selling far in advance, and 
word of mouth is holding up the 
pace. 

* Estimates for Last Week 

‘Angel Street,’ Harris (8th and 
final week) (1,006; $2.75). Finished 
to $7,500. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (12th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Three more weeks for 
this comedy, which has been rolling 
along nicely if not spectacularly; 
$10,000 again. 

‘Good Night, Ladies,’ 
(4th week) (1,200; $2.75). 
capacity $17,000. 

‘Macbeth,’ Erlanger (2d and final 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Maurice Evans 
and Judith Anderson were dynamite, 
and crammed the house on finale of 
fortnight stay at $22,000. 


‘Arsenic’ to Pay 
Off Backers Until 


Jan. 1 Pic Release 


Backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
continuing to collect profits, have 
been advised by Howard Lindsay 
and Russel Crouse, the play’s pro- 
ducers, to expect dividends until 
after the first of January, or until 
the release of the film version of the 
comedy meller. Payoff for April was 
$24,000. That was under the March 
melon, which amounted to $31,200, 
but that also represented a further 
payment on the picture rights. 

Distribution of the latest dividend 
was accompanied by the usual letter 
from either of the producers. An- 
gels were advised that some money 
had been received from the Argen- 
tine production and that ‘Arsenic’ 
would be presented in Australia if 
and when the script got there. That 
angle is written off, however, be- 
cause foreign obligations in the An- 
tipodes are at least frozen for the 
duration of the war. 

Boris Karloff will leave the New 
York cast on July 1 because of Hol- 
lywood assignments but it is stated 
he is due back in the fall, it being 
expected the run will continue on 
Broadway well into the new season. 


HEPBURN- LOVE 
$24,000, CLEVE. 


Blackstone 
Again at 











Cleveland, May 12. 

Knocking down the Hanna’s record 
for dramatic shows this season, 
‘Without Love,’ the Katharine Hep- 
burn-Elliott Nugent comedy, chalked 
up an estimated $24,000 here last 
week. Three of its eight perform- 
ances at $3 top were standee affairs. 

Maurice Evans’ ‘Macbeth’ is on the 
books for May 21 and three-day run, 
followed by. Helen Hayes in ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ May 25 for another 
three days. 


H’wood’s ‘Father’ 1236 


Hollywood, May 12. 
‘Life With Father’ continues at 
strong pace at the 950-seat Music 
Box, getting over $12,500 for fifth 
week of run. 


Figure gives plenty of profit for 
both show and house, with manage- 
ment still of opinion ‘Father’ ca® 








house is playing pix through May 28. run through the summer here. 
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Fewer New Plays Seen in Tryouts 
As Result of Summer Stock Decline 








With the number of summer stock 
theatres on the decrease this year, 
it is also evident that there will be 
fewer new plays tried out in the 
country showshops. There has been 
a tendency to over-emphasize such 
tryouts but these showings have in- 
variably attracted scrutiny of Hol- 
lywood and Broadway material 
scouts, and occasionally there have 
been finds. 

Last season’s standout from the 
hideaways was ‘Angel Street,’ which 
had been shown in the sticks under 
the title of ‘Gaslight’ (‘Gaslight’ pre- 
viously played in London). Road 
show of ‘Angel’ fared mildly and 
closed in Chicago Saturday (9) but 
the original at the Golden, N.Y., is 
aimed through the summer. A real 
good thing from last summer’s stock 
is the revival of ‘Porgy and Bess,’ 
Majestic, which has already topped 
the stay of the original and should 
also hold over inte the new season 


First tryout in stock this season 
will be made next Monday (18) at 
Cambridge, Mass., where the resi- 
dent company will appear in ‘Per- 
sonal Island,” which Brock Pember- 
ton plans to present on Broadway 
early in the all, if not in June. 
Play is a one-set comedy by Pauline 
Williams of Albuquerque, N. M. 


Miss Williams sought a stage en- 
gagement from Pemberton some 
time ago, and when none was avail- 
able asked if he would read a play 
she had written. Pemberton saw 
possibilities in the script and sug- 
gested rewriting. Instead the young 
authoress submitted another one 
which turned out to be ‘Island.’ 


Pemberton has a deal with Colum- 
bia Pictures whereby the latter is to 
back a series of tryouts with the 
privilege of participating in the 
regular production. After nearly a 
year the contract is said to be sat- 
isfactory to both parties but the 
mnager is now hesitating in affixing 

signature because of changing 
«. .ditions. 


Actors Fund Reveals 
Income of $187,241, 
106 Over Last Year 


Annual meeting of the Actors Fund, 
held at the Lyceum, N. Y., Friday 
(8), showed the actors’ leading char- 
ity outfit to be in better financial 
condition than last year. Income of 
$187,241, an increase of $22,832, while 
disbursements of $152,228 was up 
$10,092 over the previous year. Prin- 
cipal single expenditure item was 
for the Fund home at Englewood, 
N. J., $25,066 being so expended, 

Vinton Freedley, treasurer of the 
Fund, told a fairly well attended 
open meeting that 89c of every dol- 
lar received was devoted to aged and 
needy actors. Individuals aided num- 
bered 4,408. 








Perhaps the Fund’s most solid 
sources of income came from the 
so-called Spaulding building on 


Fifth avenue, N. Y., which the or- 
ganization owns. Bob Davis, the 
N. Y. Sun columnist, explained how 
the property was willed to the Fund, 


which receives $45,000 annually in | 


rent from it. Fund also has property 
in Boston and a bequest. 

A successful drive for life mem- 
berships has brought in 177 new 
members at $50 each, the total in 
that classification now approaching 
the 500 mark. Yearly memberships 
mostly from actors call for $2 dues. 
Benefit performances brought in 
$27,801, there were bequests of $11,- 
984 during the year and donations 
of $15,438. 

Walter Vincent has been elected 
president; Harry G. Somers and 
Katharine Cornell, vice-presidents; 
Freedley, treasurer; Robert Camp- 
bell, secretary; trustees: Gilbert Mil- 
ler, A. O. Brown, Jules Brulatour, 
Chrystal Herne, Lee Shubert and 
Raymond Peck. 


Shuberts Considering 


House-Jarvis Musical 

Billy House and Bobby Jarvis 

have collaborated on a musical book 
titled ‘The Gravy Train,’ 


The Shuberts have it under con- 
sideration. 





vv 





Brennan Defeat in N. Y. 
IA Election Is Surprise 


Distinct surprise result of the an- 
nual election Sunday (10) of Local 
No. 1, New York stagehands union, 
was the defeat of William J. Bren- 
nan, the former head of the outfit. 
He ran for chairman of the board of 
trustees, which post he held for 
years, the winner being Bernie Qua- 
trochi of the Cort theatre. Brennan, 
however, retains his vice-presidency 
of IATSE, parent stagehands union. 

Joseph Dwyer, carpenter of the 
Capitol, was elected president of the 
local, replacing Bobby Amstett. Lat- 
ter withdrew as a candidate, saying 
he could have ‘more fun’ from the 
floor as an ordinary member. George 
Fitzgerald was made v.p.; John C. 
McDowell re-elected secretary, and 
John J. Garvey was elected treas- 
urer. Solly Pernick and Vincent 
Jacobi were again named business 
agents, but by a narrow margin. 


National [ATSE 
Puts Skids On 
N. Y. Walkout 


It’s indicated that the strike of 
stagehands in Broadway legit thea- 
tres has evaporated. Although the 
local union was in the mood to walk 
out, it did not get the nod from 
IATSE, whose leaders are opposed 
to such a drastic move in the face 
of war conditions. 

Managers did grant a wage in- 
crease, approximately 50% of what 
the union sought. Deckhands lost 
their demand for an increase in the 
size of crews for one-set shows. They 
first wanted three additional men to 
augment the usual erew of four, 
dropped smat, yetceman’ to one dx- 
tra man but were reported to have 
skipped the matter when the man- 
agers vigorously protested putting 
on people deemed not necessary. 

At another session last week most 
of the points at issue were agreed 
upon. New contract runs for two 
years, with the expiration date Feb. 
1, 1944. To be ironed out is the 
stagehands’ expectation that the new 
scale be retroactive until last Feb. 1. 

Increase for grips, clearers and 
operators will tilt the wage from 
$54 to $58 weekly, a boost of 50c per 
performance, department heads will 








Rob’t Kennedy Solos 


Robert Kennedy, for the last six 
years assistant to Margaret Lindley, 
as legit caster for the A. & 8. Lyons 
agercy, has resigned to become per- 
sonal manager for Sylvia Weld, stage 
and radio actress. Understood he has 
a Metro contract abcut set for her. 

Before joining the Lyons office, 
Kennedy was an assistant to John 
Root, the scene designer, and before 
that was a stage manager. 


DEADLINE THIS 
WK. ON EQUITY 
NOMINEES 


Saturday (16) is the deadline for 
the filing of opposition candidates in 
the forthcoming annual Equity elec- 
tion, but there are no signs that a 
ticket to oppose the regular ballot, as 
happened last year, will eventuate. 
Absence of ructions within Equity is 
a welcome change of pace to its of- 
ficers, and a repetition of the situa- 
tion last summer, when 10 mernbers 
of the council walked out, is hardly 
possible, 

New election rules, -which were 
tried last year and still apply, are 
credited with cutting down the 
chances of independent candidates. 
Nominating committee is required to 
name 50% more candidates than 
posts to be filled. Previously, the 
nominations virtually constituted an 
election, but last season eight indies 
were named and several were elected 
to the council. 

Ballots will be printed and mailed 
out next week. Although only can- 
didates for the council and two vice- 
presidents are to be named, there 
will be more names than ever before 
on the ticket. Reason is that when 
the ‘regulars’ walked out after last 
year’s election, replacements were 
for one year only. Election ig to be 
held June 5. 


D.-4-WINDING 
UP BIG SEASON 


Washington, May 12. 

Washington is on the home-stretch 
of the most successful season in le- 
gitimate theatre history, a fait ac- 
compli without the benefit of three 
of Broadway’s long-run and bright- 
est hits. Barred from the National 
capital were ‘Panama Hattie,’ ‘Watch 

















get $87.50, an increase of $5 weekly 
over the former minimum scale for 
heads. 





PAY SNAG ON EXEC JOB | 


BRINGS NEW TMA VOTE 





A renomination involving two| 
posts within the Associated Theat- | 
rical Managers and Agents (former- | 
ly TMAT when it included treas- | 
urers) was necessitated last week | 
when Joe Grossman withdrew as | 
unopposed candidate for the union’s | 
business agent job. He sought higher 
pay for the job, asking $150 weekly 
instead of $85, the present salary. 
Some members support that idea but 
a majority are against it, arguing 
that it is much better on a 52-week 
basis than the annual earnings of 
press agents and company managers 
whose scale is higher but collectable 
only if a show or house remains 
lighted throughout the year. Point- | 
ed out that few such jobs ever last 
that long. 

There are now two candidates for 
business agent, those named being 
Oliver Sayler and Milton Weintraub. 
Previously the only contested post 
was vice-president, a non-salaried 
job, for which Saylor and Philip 
Stevenson were candidates. Latter 
is now unopposed. Weintraub is of 
the Yiddish group in ATMA, as is 
Grossman, Election is dated for 
June 8. 








‘Marching Again,’ a new revue 
with a patriotic theme by Harry S. 


Miller, will be produced at the Con- | 
cert theatre, N. Y., the week of June | 


9-15. Producers are Robert Speller, 
owner of Record Concerts Corp., 


| on the Rhine’ and ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
| because of the restrictive child la- 
| bor laws. Loss to the government in 
| probable amusement taxes is esti- 
mated at $7,500. 

Max Gordon took a chance and 
played ‘Junior Miss’ here, and for his 


flouting of the law paid a fine. “The 
Land Is Bright,’ in its premiere 
week, also ran afoul of the law 
against juveniles. The intimation 


was plain at the U. S. District At- 
torney’s office that if more producers 
looked upon a fine as a license to 
evade the juvenile restriction, some- 
body would have to go to jail. 

The situation has caused renewed 


| agitation for an amendment to the 


present child labor law at the next 
session of Congress. Amended this 
year, it permits, under certain regu- 
lations, the employment of children 
14 and over, but only for two per- 
formances a day with approximately 


one hour on the stage for each child 
actor show. The barrier is no aid 
to the motion picture combination 


policy houses, which seek a four-a- 
day privilege. 

Representative Jennings Randolph 
of West Virginia, a regular first- 
nighter and chairman of the House 
District Committee, is prepared to 
steer the amendment through the 
Congress at the next session. Ran- 
dolph piloted the original child 
amendment through the House by 
skillful maneuvering. 


$i Stock in Buff. 


Buffalo, May 12. 
The Erlanger will open a $1 top 
stock season June 1, under direction 
of Frank McCoy, stock impresario, 
| of Montreal, Toronto and Detroit. 
Company with guest stars will 











and Frederic J. Buse. 


rotate among the three cities. 


Broadway Showmen Still Hopeful 
For Good Summer Despite Bad 


Business of Past Several Weeks - 





Frances Starr Heads 
Wash. Amus. Park 


Washington, May 12. 

Frances Starr, former Belasco star 
and now touring in the No, 1 com- 
pany of ‘Claudia,’ becomes president 
of the Crescent Amus. Co., which 
operates the Midway House at Glen 
Echo Park. 

Star is a Washingtonian -and ex- 
pects to give her new amusement in- 
terest personal attention after the 
close of her road tour. Midway 
House is a concession that Offers 
funseekers a variety of devices, such‘ 
as miniature coaster dips, bamboo 
slides, merry-go-rounds for children 
and those tricky air holes that ele- 
vate the skirts of fair patrons. 

Glen Echo Park, which opened 
early in April to catch the abnormal 
population of federal employees, is 
enjoying a boom season. 


Schneider Maps 
Suit Vs. Hotel For 
Accident Hurts 


William (Willie) Schneider, who 
was gravely injured in an elevator 
accident in Oklahoma City when 
‘Life With Father,’ with which he 
was working, played the stand, has re- 
tained counsel and will sue for dam- 
ages unless there’s a prior settle- 
ment. W. B. Skirvin, who operates 
the Skirvin hotel, where Schneider 
was hurt, is reputed to have refused 
to have offered any financial settle- 
ment, nor has the Central Surety 
Co. of Kansas, insurance outfit, which 
is supposed to cover the hotel’s 
guests. 

Schneider was hurt on Jan. 1 and 
has been in St. Anthony’s hospital 
there for 14 weeks. His legs were 
crushed and it is possible that am- 
putation may still be necessary, a 
stay of at least 10 weeks more being 
estimated by doctors, anyhow. 

It was decided to sue when Wil- 
liam Fields visited Oklahoma City 
in advance of ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 
Fields, a friend of Schneider, was 
surprised over the ‘indifference’ of 
the hotel management. Injured man 
was hopeful of an amicable settle- 
ment, but after Fields talked - to 
Skirvin and David L. Chastain, of 
the insurance company, he was con- 
vinced that no payment was in- 
tended. The hotel has not denied 
responsibility. 

Gomer Smith has been retained 
to act for Schneider. Attorney is 
to be a candidate for the Oklahoma 
governorship, term of the present 
incumbent, Leon C. Phillips, expir- 
ing at the end of the year. 

It’s stated that Schneider has paid 











are now exhausted. 


N. Y. GOV. VETOES NEW 
CHILD LABOR BILL 


Albany, May 12. 
Governor Lehman vetoed Assem- 








| blyman Harold Ehrlich’s bill, which | 
proposed uniform, state-wide regula- | 


| tion of the employment of children 
in all branches of show business, 
under a system of permits to be 
issued by local boards of education 
or designated education officials. It 
was the second year that Lehman 
had disapproved a measure by 
Ehrlich to liberalize the laws re- 
lating to the show biz employment 
of persons under 16. 

Several stage hits have been 
forced to skip Buffalo—Assembly- 
man Ehrlich’s home town— because 
of local regulations. The Buffalo 
Children’s Aid Society favored the 
bill. 





LaGuardia’s Request 
Bill is said to have been knocked 
out at the request of Mayor La- 
|Guardia, since it would have al- 
lowed six-month permits for kid ae- 





all hospital bills from savings which | 


For three weeks Broadway legit 
| has been slipping. It isn’t ascribed 
| to the finaling spring period in view 
|of the war and attendant conditions, 
|Showmen are dourly watching the 
boxoffice figures, but are still hope- 
ful for a lively summer. Further 
declines are expected, as is, para- 
doxically enough, a resultant upturn, 
but when that will start is not clear, 


One factor is more or less posi- 
tive. Bad news from the south Pa- 
cific definitely affected attendance 
early last week, the fall of Corregi- 
dor in particular. Business was off 
thereafter, with the notoriously 
weak Thursday (7) sliding worse 
than ever. Friday (8), when good 
news of the naval battle in Coral Sea 
arrived, boxoffices reported marked 
improvement. Right through the 
season it has been shown that ad- 
verse news from the Allied fronts 
has meant offish business. Broad- 
way is funereal because of the dim- 
out, and that is believed to have 
hurt business, too. 

Ceoling Systems 

Matter of operating cooling sys- 
tems in legiters through the summer 
is getting increasing managerial at- 
tention. Newest development is the 
price of ice, with which most sys- 
tems are operated. Flat rate had 
been $4 per ton, but it’s been boosted 
to $6. According to the size of the 
house and the temperature, cost of 
ice formerly ranged from $150 to 
$250 weekly. The icemen’s explana- 
tion for the higher rates is the 
shortage of delivery men, what with 
the draft and increased defense 
jobs. Another angle to the cooling 
plant situation is Sunday deliveries, 
no arrangement for such service 
having been assured as yet. 


If vacation trips and resort visits 
are to be curtailed, managers an- 
ticipate increased theatre attendance 
during the heat period, and the num- 
ber of attractions playing Sundays 
will thus likely be larger than last 
year. Some shows not now on the 
Sunday show list are slated to play 
then and, if so, the matter of ice 
deliveries will be a ‘must.’ 


The withdrawal of ‘Punch and 
Julia.’ which was to have opened at 
the Miller but is in Baltimore in- 
stead, left this week bare of pre- 
mieres. Three new shows are dated 
to open next week: “The Strings Are 
False,’ Royale; ‘Uncle Harry,’ Broad- 
hurst, and ‘Comes the Revelation,” 
Jolson. Latter spot has been off the 
legit list for seasons and was used 
for Yiddish shows, foreign films and 
pop opera. House, on Seventh ave- 
nue near 59th street, is due to be 
renamed the Molly Picon next fall, 
|with the Yiddish star appearing 
| there in a new musical. 


| A 
Evans Plans Experiment 

_ In Throwing the Bard To 
| Soldiers at Fort Meade 
| 











Washington, May 12. 

Whether the Army will get regu- 
lar servings of Shakespeare on the 
amusement menu will depend ‘upon 
the reception given to the experi- 
mental production of the Maurice 
| Evans-Judith Anderson ‘Macbeth,’ at 
| Fort Meade on June 1, 2 and 3. An 
|admission charge of 20¢ will be made 
for the performances of the Bard, 
with the Secretary of War, General 
| Marshall and others of the high 
|}command among invited guests on 
the second night. 


Evans completed the arrangement 
for this short engagement while 
playing at the Erlanger in Chicago. 
He visited Camp Sheridan with en- 
gineers and craftsmen to study back- 
stage facilities, ich are identical 
with those at Fort Meade. He asked 
the military to make the theatre 
ready for him on May 31 se that he 
could have 24 hours to hang and re- 
hearse. Company which contributes 
services will stay at the fort during 
the engagement. 


If the experiment is greeted en- 
thusiastically, star plans on a long 
tour of the military establishments 
under the auspices of Camp Shows, 
Inc. Elmer Kenyon wilt! be ahead 
for publicity in Washington and 





| tors under 16 in New York. Present 
regulation calls for weekly permits. 
Governor 


Baltimore, and in addition the star is 
having a trailer made for the movie 
screens. 
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Marta Abba to Produce, Star In Play 
By Pirandello; Other Strawhat News 





Cleveland, May 12. 

Marta Abba, former European star 
who quit the stage, after her Ameri- 
ean tour in ‘Tovarich,’ for marriage, 
is returning to it again in Piran- 
dello’s ‘Right You Are’ this summer. 

Actress, who lives here, will pro- 
duce the comedy, one of her suc- 
cessful vehicles, at the Cain Park 
strawhatter July 22-25. Last time she 
did it was in London about 16 years 
ago, when Charles B. Cochran starred 
her in his English production. It 
was also part of her Italian repertory 
when she had her own Pirandello 
Repertory Co. 

Miss Abba is now married to Sev- 
erence Millikin, wealthy Cleveland 
socialite. Last season she was lured 
back to the theatre for the first time 
since her marriage by Dina Rees 
Evans, director of the 2,500-seater 
strawhatter, to revive her translation 
of Sardou’s ‘Divorcons.’ This year 
Cain Park is uncorking a 10-week 
lineup of stage comedies and musi- 
cals, popping it off June 22 with ‘Rio 
Rita.’ 





Louisville Prepares 
Louisville, May 12. 

Frederick De Cordova, producing 
director, has announced that Giu- 
seppe Bamboshek has been signed to 
conduct the 1942 season of operettas. 
Bamboshek will arrive in town ahead 
of the July 6 opening to rehearse the 
singing chorus and 24-piece orches- 
tra for the first musical, ‘Vagabond 
King.’ The new conductor's last ap- 
pearance here was as accompanist 
for Jeanette MacDonald. He was a 
first-line conductor at the Met from 
1913 until 1930, and since then has 
conducted for the St. Louis Munici- 
pal Opera and has concertized with 
Lily Pons, Grace Moore, Rose 
Bampton, Richard Bonelli and 
Jeanette MacDonald. 

DeCordova expects to announce in 
the next week the complete cast of 
principals for the summer season. 





Pemberton’s Tryout 


Cambridge, Mass., May 12. 

Brock Pemberton is tryitig” out 
‘Personal Island,” new comedy by 
Pauline Williams, at Cambridge 
Summer theatre, opening May 18. 
Fay Wray will be starred. Conrad 
Nagel comes in May 25 as star of 
‘Jason.’ 

This strawhat’s season opened 
Monday (11) with Cora Witherspoon 
in ‘George Washington Slept Here.’ 





In the Washington Area 
Washington, May 12. 

Steve Cochran launched the straw- 
hat season at his Olney theatre with 
a chicken dinner and all the fixins 
for critics and others of the Fourth 
Estate Sunday (10). Even furnished 
transportation for his special guests. 

Director John Hayden tested 100 
young actors and. actresses for bit 
parts at George Vivian's Academy of 
the Drama last week. Those winning 
the nod will support Eddie Dowling 
in ‘George Washington Slept Here, 
opening show, May 18, and other 
guest stars. Top will be $1.65. 

Other haymow theatre in the 
Washington area is the Roadside, 
which gets under way June 15 with 
the venerable creaker, ‘Murder in 
the Old Red Barn.’ Leon Askin di- 
rects. Roadside will have bus serv- 
ice from Dupont Circle for Wash- 
ington patronage. Four old melo- 
dramas and three revivals of past hits 
are programmed for the ninth season 





= 

















“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS, 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screon and Radie 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
Sit West 7th Street, Los Angeles 











of the cooperative amateurs. 

Both the Olney and the Roadside 
will have downtown ticket offices in 
Washington. Roadside is one gallon 
of gas round trip from heart of city 
on Rockville pike. Olney takes a 
couple of gallons of rationing fuel 
for the complete journey—providing 
one has the rubber. 





Del Monte, Cal., Opening 


Del Monte, Cal., May 12. 
Del Monte theatre will open its 
strawhat season July 3 with a bill of 
Noel Coward one-actors, “Tonight at 
8:30,’ with a cast including Lilian 
Bond, Marie Wilson, Leslie Den- 
nison, Robert H. Harris, Harry Lewis, 
Boyd Davis, Ed Glover and Phillis 
Benbow. Second production, ‘Out of 
the Frying Pan,’ will have Marie 
Wilson, Rita Quigley, Robert Harris 
Harry Lewis and Louise Arthur. 
Georges V. Banyai manages the 
spot and Harris is stage director. 
It’s Equity-franchised. 





Cape Theatre Reopens May 27 


Cape May, N. J., May 12. 

Cape theatre will reopen here May 
27 for its fourth season, with T. C. 
Upham planning an 18-week season. 
Opening bill will be “The Curtain 
Rises,” and subsequent shows will 
probably include ‘Squaring the Cir- 
cle,’ “The Major Had a Daughter,’ 
‘The Late Luke Logan,’ ‘Three Days 
to Wait’ and “Two of You.’ Company 
will include Florence McGee,, Jonn 
Lynds, Philip Earle, W. James Bedell, 
John Byers, Patricia Deering and 
Ellin Brooke. 

Because of the normally large sum- 
mer population in Cape May, Upham 
hopes the theatre will be little ef- 
fected by gasoline and tire restric- 
tions. 





Green Hills Starts June 18 


Reading, Pa., May 12. 

Green Hills theatre will open its 
regulat strawhat season here June 
18. George R. Snell, who formerly 
operated the spot, is now in the 
Army and his wife, Barbara K. Snell, 
will te sheamiznfa-cer this. season, 

William Boyer, who was a stage 
manager at the theatre part of last 
season, is no longer associated with 
the venture. 





Holyoke’s 10-Week Season 


Holyoke, Mass., May 12. 

The Valley Players will return to 
their regular stand at the Mountain 
Park Casino, Holyoke, opening a 10- 
week season June -29 with Jackson 
Perkins and Lauren Gilbert in ‘Sky- 
lark.’ Management of the spot will 
be divided between Dorothy Crane, 
Lauren Gilbert, Louie Mudgett, Jean 
Guild, Carlton Guild, Jackson Per- 
kins and Joseph F. Foley. 

Walter Coy, who was associated 
in the management of the theatre 
last season, is now in the Army. 





Play on Broadway 





The Walking Gentleman 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Belasco, N Y., May 7, '42, by Albert Lewis 
and Marion Gering: written by Grace Per- 
kins and Fulton Oursler; Victor Francen, 
Arlene Francis, Richard Gaines, featured; 
staged by Gering; settings by Harry Hor- 
ner; $3.30 top. 

Mrs. Shriver......-cccceses Margery Maude 
DROOIS 0.00 ch cgeveccocdeeceese stem Francs 
Dr. Gerald Blake.........--Richard Gaines 






Miss Marshall.....cccecsece Ruth Thea Ford 
VERO. ce coccscessooene ...-Clay Clement 
PURBIOF cn cnn csétcdovequeces George Spaulding 
Sam BuUrns.ccocccccccecs Clarence Derwent 
Jim Lake...... RE Cledge Roberts 
Blectriciam. ...cesseceecees Roderick Maybee 
Di.a+an cacdéecetostrscctsve Margo Railton 
NOWCOMG. cccccsccccccessocs Ross Chetwynd 
Conmle,. .coccccccccsccccccescessss Jane Forbes 
LARVOR.ccccececscscesooveces David Stewart 
Poole..... ° eoooee-A. J. Herbert 
Marmot. .ccccccccccccscccevesess Oscar Polk 
Basil Forreat..cceccceccccce Victor Francen 
Wrinkles. .....ccccscecccccccseces Lew Hearn 
BEPTEIO TYROGY co 600 ccneesssosss Toni Gilman 
Gllicer Harris. ..ccccesses Roderick Maybee 





Earlier in the season, and more 
adroitly presented, this supposed 
thriller might have gotten across. 
Performance held audience interest, 
but polite first-nighters weren't con- 
vinced that the play was better than 
mediocre. 

Evident intent of the authors was 
to have a play within a play, central 
character being that of Basil For- 
rest, a homicidal actor who, shorily 
after the story starts, is seen rehears- 
ing ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ He 
has driven his wife, Doris, almost 
nuts, and at the opening she is a 
nurse in the establishment of Dr. 
Blake, a psychoanalyst who intends 
marrying her. 

Scene switches to a bare stage 





where the rehearsal is proceeding. 


Girl in the cast suddenly recoils 
from Forrest and sobbingly says she 
cannot go on with the performance. 
With the others out to supper, For- 
rest follows the girl to her dress- 
ing room and kills her. 

Although divorced from Forrest, 
Doris visits the man in the theatre, 
starting an episode which she pre- 
sumed had finished. That leads to 
scenes in her apartment. There the 
temperamental actor declares that 
theirs was a marriage until death 
and that he has been curiously drawn 
to women who resemble her. 

A detective points out that sev- 
eral victims were strangled in other 
cities at the same time that For- 
rest made personal appearances 
there. That is his only clue. Yet he 
builds up a case against the man by 
reputed scientific processes, princi- 
pally that of analyzing perspiration 
stains on the dresses of the murdered 
girls. That is the incredible part 
of the yarn. Forrest slips away from 
the detective and is about to do 
away with Doris, but in dallying to 
check on a quote from Shakespeare 
he is finally handcuffed. 

Direction of ‘Gentleman’ was 
varied. A character was eliminated 
during final rehearsals and there 
may have been other differences of 
opinion on the staging, which didn’t 
help. Whoever stood for the first 
act finale shadow of the murdered 
girl hanging by the neck should 
never admit it. It was clearly the 
reflection of a dummy, so crude was 
it. 

Victor Francen, formerly well 
known in French films and more re- 
cently in Hollywood, plays the suave 
killer. He gives a rather good per- 
formaace..in his Broadway | debut, 
but the native dialect is out of place. 
Arlene Francis, better known more 
recently in radio (‘What’s My 
Name?’), plays the estranged wife 
and gives a_ better performance. 
Richard Gaines, as the mental phy- 
sician, is featured with them but 
runs a distinct third. Clay Clement 
is the detective and good. Clarence 
Derwent is alright, but not impor- 
tant. Lew Hearn is seen in a small 
part and so is Oscar Polk. 

It’s another case where the actors 
are better than the play. Ibee. 


Play Out of Town | 


ALL’S FAIR 


Boston, May 11. 

Musical farce in two acts, four scenes, 
presented by Dwight Deere Wiman, Rich- 
and Rodgers and Richard Kolimar, starring 
Ray Bolger. Book based on ‘The Warrior's 
Husband’ by Julius S. Thompson; staged by 
Joshua Logan; sets by Jo Mielziner; dance 
routines by Robert Alton; costumes by Irene 
Shuralf. Music “dy Podgers, ““?y rics” Nev 











Lorenz Hart; orchestra arrangements, Don 
Walker; vocal arrangements by Buck War- 
nick; musical direction, Johnny Green; at 
Shubert, Boston, May 11, '42; $3.30 top. 


BPUUE no oiod cadeccnecédceetes Jayne Manners 
Piret Bentrey oc ccccccccccecs Martha Burnett 
Second Sentry..ccccccsesvcess Rose Inghram 
Third Bently ..cccecsceccccccecs Kay Kimber 
SerBWeant cocccccccecsscceccoccs Monica Moore 
COMMRIGN sc ocecccetscdevreeeces Maidel Turner 
Heroica wccccccecceces Margaret Bannerman 
POMPOSIA wccceccccececseees Bertha Beimore 
Pirat Boy. cccccccccsaccccccecses Don Liberto 
Second Boy.cccccescccccsece Tony Matthews 
Third Boy. ccoccccccccccessss William Vaux 
Hippolyta ccccccccccccecscccne Benay Venuta 
BADIONS cccccccececcdceccecscces Ray Bolger 
AMVIONS occ ecsiccscecceces Constance Moore 
A FRUMCPERS. ccoccccccccccceves Helen Bennett 
An Amazon Dancer.......... Flower Hujer 
TUGROUR cc cessecerccseveess Ronald Graham 
PERE, 65 a> 04665 Onde 040060040008 Berni Gould 
MEIMOEUE, cctccerrcncoesetoncese Nadine Gae 
BE. cwckasde Robert and Lewis Hightower 
TD -TOOPRIG .ccccessesccccccee Mark Dawson 
A, DORCOP. ci cccccccccsccecccsces Vera-Ellen 
HIOTOUISS accccecseccceccoseoes Raiph Dumke 
PORTION 6.00e6 00.0 066000 00800668 Bob Douglas 
POE 66k eh.0 06 00806 086d OeEs Irene Corlett 
First Camp Follower....-.e.e.- Nadine Gae 
Second Camp Follower......... Ruth Brady 
Third Camp Follower........ Helen Bennett 
Fourth Camp Follower.......... Joyce Ring 
Fifth Camp Follower.....Rosemary Sankey 

What happens in the ‘fixing-up’ 


between here and Broadway will 
make the difference between sluff 
and success in N. Y. for this new 
summer musical. Assets and liabili- 
ties are quite evenly balanced in its 
present state. The book is based on 
‘Warrior’s Husband,’ and that’s a 
good idea—but it wears off in the 
second act (which needs doctoring). 
First stanza is about set, and the full 
flavor of Jo Mielziner’s sets, Irene 


Sharaff’s costuming and Joshua 
Logan’s ace “staging is thoroughly 
enjoyable. Bob Alton’s routines are 


also best in this opening half and 
they get near ovations. 

In taking the Amazonian farce to 
the musical stage, Logan has bur- 
lesqued it to a frazzle. The fluff 
biz is good for about an hour, and 
certainly Bolger, as the queen’s hus- 
band, catches the spirit of the thing. 
But as the evening wanes, so does 
the twist. A different kind of humor 
would relieve the tendency towards 
monotony in the second act. A sock 
novelty turn worked into the last act 
also would help. This is not to say 
that Bolger is at fault, because the 
dancer turns in his best performance 
in some time. He displays his star- 
ring calibre early in the show and 
maintains a stellar pace throughout 
by solid trouping. 

Richard Rodgers’ music is tune- 
ful, pleasant listening and up to his 
usual standard. ‘The Boy I Left 
Behind,” introduced by Jayne Man- 
ners; ‘Nobody’s Heart Belongs to Me,’ 
sung by Constance Moore, and ‘Jupi- 
ter Forbid,’ a swell dance number 
introduced by Benay Venuta, are 
standouts. Lorenz Hart’s lyrics are 





largely under par and too self-con- 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Sale of the National theatre building by the Rapley Theatre Co. to the 
Munsey Realty Co. has been made in Washington. Price was not 
revealed although the property has an assessed valuation of $760,000, 
When acquiring 51% of the stock some 20 years ago, A. L. Erlanger paid 
$350,000 for this interest. Original deal called for the late E. B. McLean 
to acquire the theatre, but when he delayed Erlanger stepped in and 
got control, 


The transaction will have little effect on operation of Washington’s 
only legitimate playhouse, the new owners announced, The theatre for 
years has been operated by the Rapley company of New York City, with 
Leonard Bergman, Erlanger’s nephew, as president. It has been leased 
to a new firm, the E Street Theatre Corp., with Bergman as treasurer 
and Marcus Heiman as president. Edmund Plohn continues as manager, 
Stock in the Rapley company was owned by the Rapley estate and the 
A. L. Erlanger estate. It was necessary to obtain the approval of stock. 
holders and of the surrogate’s court in New York City before the deal 
could bé closed. 








Again long lines formed in the alleyway leading to the box office of 
the Shubert, N. Y., last week, when tickets went on sale for the extended 
engagement of ‘Candida.’ And so another extension of the benefit per- 
formance for Army and Navy relief funds calls for five additional per- 
formances, which will finale next Sunday (17) night. Originally the 
Shaw play was revived for four special matinees but the demand for 
tickets was so great that the actors agreed to make further appearances, 
this being the third week of the charity showings. 


Success of ‘Candida’ is somewhat ironical so far as Guthrie McClintie 
is concerned. Manager could have commercially revived the comedy, cast 
of which is headed by his wife and partner, Katharine Cornell. Instead, 
he produced ‘Punch and Julia,’ which looked too weak for Broadway 
when tried out in Washington last week. Production was not costly 
but is said to represent about $10,000. Although reported closing last 
weekend it was spotted in Baltimore where ‘Julia’ is currently playing. 





Albert (Al) Lewis, who produced ‘The Walking Gentleman’ at the Be- 
lasco, N. Y., last week with Marion Gering, is due back on the Coast soon, 
having been retained by Metro to advise on the filming of ‘Cabin in the 
Sky,’ colored musical which he presented on Broadway. 


During rehearsals of ‘Gentleman,’ Gering, who was the stated stager, 
walked, having realized that he was just holding the script while Fulton 
Oursler the co-author was telling the actors how to act. Both of them 
are said to have put money into the show. Play was collaborated on by 
Mrs, Oursler, who is Grace Perkins, She teamed with her brother, Ray, 
in playwrighting some time ago. 

Victor Francen who made his stage debut over here in ‘Gentleman,’ ap- 
peared in many French films, usually as a gray-haired gent. His latest ap- 
pearance in an American picture release is ‘Tuttles of Tahiti,’ in support 
of Charles Laughton, 





It’s been reported for some time that suit against Max Gordon in ref- 
erence to ‘Junior Miss,” Lyceum, N. Y., was pending because of alleged 
infringement, but action is now known to have started. Metro is the 
indicated plaintiff, Play was dramatized by Jerome Chodorov and Joseph 
Fields from magazine sketches by Sally Benson. It’s claimed that the 
writing team had access to Metro’s story files and that some material 
from such sources seeped into ‘Miss.’ Script in particular is supposed to 
be that of ‘The Youngest Profession,’ which Metro bought from Lillian 
Day. 

Stated there are similaritieés in the play and Miss Day’s story. It is 
possible that the threatened situation has held up the sale of the ‘Miss’ 
picture rights, but it’s also said that those interested with Gordon in the 
play were not anxious to make such a deai because of long-run possibili- 
ties and income tax payments, 





Local boom in legit doings, gauged on profitable season just passed, 
reflected itself in Baltimore this month with sale of both the UBO, Ford's 
and the indie-booked Maryland after being on the selling block for the 
past decade with no takers showing. Purchasers, both film exhibs, C. W. 
Hicks, who now has the Maryland, and Morris A. Mechanic, purchaser 
of Ford’s, both deny any plans to convert the legit standbys into pos- 
sible film policies. 


Hicks has been flirting with two-a-day and possibly burlesque, and 
Mechanic has announced that present setup, with John Little managing, 
will be maintained. Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin, who steered the indie 
Maryland into plentiful bookings, has not announced any immediate plans 
although he is understood to have had offers from most of the major legit 
setups for managerial niche. Will make his usual summer trek to Cape 
Cod before pitching into any actual activity. 


— 


‘Uncle Harry,’ new play by Thomas Job, which opens on Broadway next 
week with Joseph Schildkraut and Eva LeGallienne in the leads, was 
originally tried out three summers ago at Cohasset, Mass., with Russell 
Collins and Mary Morris playing the roles then. Since that time it has 
been revised considerably by Job, who in the meantime, has joined the 
faculty at the Carnegie Tech drama schoo] in Pittsburgh, where one of his 
fellow-professors is Miss Morris. 








Audrey Botkin, 19-year-old chorine in ‘Best Foot Forward’ who becamé@ 
the bride of Gi] Stratton, Jr., juve lead in the show, last Friday (8), is 
the second Pittsburgh girl to find romance in the George Abbott hit. 
Other is Anne Guier, who recently announced her engagement to Jack 
Jordan, Jr., of same show. 





sciously sexy. But his work shines 
in Bolger’s vocal of ‘Life Was Mo- 
notonous’ and ‘No, Mother, No.’ 


Benay Venuta gets over okay as 
the queen; and Constance Moore, 
making her stage debut, is commend- 
able as the man-hating princess and 
singer of sweet songs. However, 
both girls lack singing power for the 
legit house acoustics. Ronald Gra- 
ham projects his vocals as the hero- 


brief dance solos, and Irene Colett 
shares a dialog and vocal spot in the 
second half with Bolger. 

Orchestral arrangements by Don 
Walker count heavily in the over- 
all appreciation of Rodgers’ music} 
and Johnny Green, as musical direc- 
tor, gives the cast excellent support. 

Ox. 








baritone from Greece, but is inclined 
towards stiffness in stage presence 
and delivery. In minor roles are 
Berni Gould (cast as Homer, a ‘war 
correspondent’), Mark Dawson, as a 
staunch singing herald, and Ralph 
Dumke, as a timid Hercules, all rat- 
ing special mention. Margaret Ban- 
nerman also scores at times as a very 
husky, scheming bigshot of the 
queen’s court and mother of sappy 
Bolger, 


Nadine Gae, teamed with Robert 
and Lewis Hightower, stops every- 
thing in the first act with an adagio 
specialty. Production and dance 
routines of ‘Gateway to Temple of 
Minerva,’ introed by Graham, make 
this number the choicest scene of 
the musical from the artistic view- 





point. Flower Hujer appears in 


. 





Viahos With Cutler 
Pittsburgh, May 12. 

John Vlahos, graduate of Carnegie 
Tech drama school and co-author 
with Bob Finkel, another Tech 
alumnus, of most recent series of 
Three Mesquiteers pix, has just been 
added to writing staff of Lester 
Cutler Productions on Coast. Latter, 
a wealthy Pittsburgher who turned 
indie producer few months ago, is 
currently preparing his third film 
for PRC release. 

Vlahos-Finkel team split up when 
latter joined Republic as an assistant 
director last fall. Since then, how- 
ever, he has gone into the Army. 
Meantime, Vlahos has been free- 
lancing. 
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VARIETY 


CHATTER 53 





pet Broadway 


Ben Bloom, Berlin, Inc., out of the 


osp. ; 
¢ See Moskowitz to the Coast for 10 


day KO's golf tournament postponed 


20. 
eck Lait back from three weeks 
he Coast. 
ene Overman arrived in town 
Monday (11). _ E 

Martha Dreiblatt has joined the 
Earle Ferris publicity outfit. 

Joy Hodges replaces Rosemary 
Lane in ‘Best Foot Forward’ June 1. 

Delta Rhythm Boys doubling from 
Le Ruban Bleu into ‘Harlem Caval- 

e,’ Ritz. - ‘ 
ig slax on the femmes in Times 
Sq. especially over the congested 
weekends—phooey! 

Ben Bernie, in town, slated for a 
Fred Allen guester May 30. Brother 
Herman Bernie booked. y 

Ronald Graham has replaced Rich- 
ard Ainley in ‘All’s Fair,’ which 
opened in Boston this week. 

Georgie Price to El Morocco, Mon- 
treal, on Friday (15) for three weeks 
after closing at the Mayfair, Boston. 

Ben Boyar. flirting with idea of 
opening the Cedarhurst theatre with 
Theron Bamberger as summer stock. 

Cynthia White returning from ex- 
tended Mexican sojourn, full of good- 
neighborliness and stories on Mexico 
for the mags. 

Tony and Sally DeMarco open at 
the Hotel Palace, Frisco, May i9, the 
same night they appear at the Army- 
Navy Relief benefit. 

Rose and Jack Robbins (music 

b) visited son, Buddy, in Officers 

aining School in Virginia. He left 
U. of P. to join up. 

Vinton Freedley to Hollywood to 
check in at Warner Bros. where he 
will prepare a musical as his first 
producing assignment. 

Ina Claire, in town for two days’ 
stopover, on route back to San Fran- 
cisco, expressed a desire to appear 
in a musical next season. 

Ned Depinet returned to town Fri- 
day (8) from a meeting at the RKO 
branch in Boston on the current 
sales drive of the company. 

RKO's spring golf tourney, orig- 
inally skedded for May 14, postponed 
until May 20 in order not to con- 
flict with UMPI trade huddles. 

Jap sea battle success naturally 
boomed the cafes over the weekend. 
Any such good news always finds fa- 
vorable refiex in amusement biz, 
chiefly in niteries. 

Still too soon to figure how much 
the gas rationing will kayo Saratoga. 
Much dopestering, of course, but fig- 
ured RR and planes will take up the 
motor traffic loss. 

Jackie McInerney, son of Jack Mc- 
Inerney, Paramount theatre p.a, met 
the entire Yankee team the other 
day through the doctor for the team, 
same doc who delivered him. 

Rosita Montenegro at La Vie Paris- 
fenne, new N. Y. nitery, is the wife 
of Fred Lange, Paramount’s general 
foreign representative and formerly 
European chief for the company. 

Cinema Lodge of B’nai B'rith held 

induction ceremonies for new mem- 
bers tat the Hotel Piccadilly, N.Y.. 
last night (Tuesdav). Leonard V. 
Finder, of Anit-Defamation League, 
was the speaker. 
. Lew Walters’ click with the Latin 
Quarter is the newest nitery talk- 
of-the-town. Mass-capacity spot, with 
a $2 minimum, has been averaging 
$4 per check, and doing plenty of 
trade. Hurting the others, too. 

Nat Lewis, after 30 years in one 
location on Broadway, is moving 
further up on Broadway Oct. 1. He 
claims he has Government priorities 
for an expensive decor of the new 
spot, to be located near the Capitol 
theatre. 

Bob Weitman due back today 
(Wed.) from his tour with the ‘Holly- 
wood Caravan’ which ended its swing 
around the keys yesterday (Tues.) 
in Houston. Sam Shapiro has been 
in charge at the Paramount while 
Weitman has been away. 

Audiences at ‘Candida’ matinees 
include everybody who is anybody. 
Spotted in the lobby jam: Dorothy 


Parker, Alan Campbell, Grace 
Moore, the Gilbert Millers. Moss 
Hart, Gertie Lawrence, Bertram 
Bloch, Lewis K. Anspacher, Con- 


stance Collier and Paulette Goddard. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





*Y’ Playhouse will 
next week with 
Slept Here.’ 

Henny Youngman opens two-week 
engagement at the Hellers’ river spot 
Friday (15). 

Pete Evans, local musician-gadget 
man, has joined the Walter (‘Mousie’) 
Powell outfit. 

Agent Don D’Carlo loses his book- 
er, Joe Rickwall, to Uncle Sam in a 
couple of weeks. 

Lou and Milt Lefton in Hollywood 
for first annual Producers Releasing 
Corp. convention. 

Wives in Mel Marvin's band stork- 
showered Mrs. Jack Colebaugh, wife 
of the trumpeter. 

? Harriet Pettit, Moe Silver’s secre- 
ary, leaving for N.Y. to work for her 
old boss, Harry Kalmine. 

Dave Broudy’s lad, Harold ( Buddy) 
Promoted from second to first lieu- 


close season 
‘George Washington 





tenant at Fort Monroe, Va. 
Dancer Harriet Malamud has quit 


Muriel Kretlow line to become re- 
ceptionist at 20th-Fox office. 

Boots Nelson, singer, back from 
winter season in Florida, and has 
opened here at Victory Lounge. 

Dick Fortune, drama editor Kap 
Monahan’s assistant on the Press, in 
Mercy hospital for an operation. 

Playhouse holding over its original 
revue, ‘Dots and Dash,’ for fourth 
week. Run ends Saturday (16). 

Jim Kenny, one-time manager of 
old Grand, in charge of Pittsburgh 
Pirates’ new ticket office in William 
Penn hotel. 

Shirley Heller marrying Harry 
Gordon, N.Y. business man, Sunday 
(17) on her parents’ 40th wedding 
anniversary. 

Jim Trullinger, p.a. at William 
Penn hotel until few weeks ago, as- 
signed to an anti-aircraft battery at 
Fort Eustis, Va. 

Bernice Lazier, daughter of N. H. 
Lazier, district manager for Berlon 
Vending, engaged to Lieut. Lawrence 
Katz of Brooklyn. 

Billy Johnson, nalf of former hoof- 
ing team of Billy and Betty Johnson, 
graduates from officers’ school at 
Fort Sill, Okla., May 25 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 








Raffles is the name of the newest 
nitery here. 2 

Jose Rodriguez back from a biz 
trip to the U. S. : 

George Knaut, RCA manager, ban- 
queted by Felipe Mier, pic producer. 

Composer Gabriel Ruiz out of dan- 
ger after illness which necessitated 
blood transfusion. 

Mapy Cortes back from a good- 
will plane trip to Hollywood and re- 
sumed pic placing. 

Margarita Maris, soprano, to El 
Paso, Texas, for concert series in the 
Municipal Auditorium. 

Soprano Martha Triana and com- 
poser Luis Arcaraz new feature on 
mid-afternoon programs of XEQ. 

Teatro Circo Continental, com- 
bined theatre-circus, doing well at 
the Teatro Arbeu, local legit house. 

Charles Philipp, chief of Sita Film, 
the French enterprise, here with a 
view to undertaking pic production. 

Otto Klemperer conducing. the 
Philharmonic orchestra in concerts 
at the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre). ; 

Carl Alwin, Viennese opera direc- 
tor who’s politically refuging here, 
arranging a season in this city and 
on the Mexican road. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Straus are be- 
ing feted by various musical and 
democratic organizations. He is di- 
recting various orchestras here in 
his outstanding compositions. 

Carlos Samaniegos, cousin of Ra- 
mon Novarro (nee Samaniegos). nas 
a lead role in the pic ‘Esos Hijos’ 
(‘These Children’), which Carlos 
Villatoro is readying for production 
and megging here soon. 

Clementina Otero smash in the 
chief singing role of the operaized 
Hans Christian Andersen ‘Queen of 
the Snows’ at the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre here). Celestino 
Gorostiza wrote the Spanish version. 

Guz Aguila banquetted by the 
National Dramatists Union on the 
occasion of his 25th anniversary as a 
dramatist. Union also feted Con- 
chita A. Sada, also a dramatist, whose 
latest, ‘Ei Silencia’ (‘Silence’), is do- 
ing well here. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Sam Komm, indie exhib, back on 
the track after“long iliness. 

Johnny Perkins won a bout with 
pneumonia in a local hospice and is 
back at his East St. Louis Playdium. 

Hap Hazard, juggier, currently 
headlining floor show at Club Conti- 
nental, Hotel Jefferson. Nick Stuart 
band_also on deck. 

Ralph Arnold, 37, animal trainer 
with the Royal American Shows, 
suffered severe lacerations on the 
right arm and thigh from a frisky 
monk, 

Bob Hope and Bing Crosby played 


an exhibition golf match with a pair | 


of localites as extra bally for the 
Hollywood Victory Caravan. 
drew a mob that paid an estimated 
$1,000. 

Members of the chorus of the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn., which will 
stage its 12-week season in the al 
fresco theatre in Forest Park starting 
June 4, will receive $35 per week 
this season, an advance of $5 per 
week over previous scasons, 


San Francisco 


Jack Ford, from the east, has taken 
over as m.c. and singer at the Back- 
stage. 

Pierce and Harris, dancers, make 
their Coast debut tomorrow (14), 
heading a new 365 Club show. 

James B. Myers, Republic Pictures 
salesman, convalescing in local hos- 
pital after operation. 

E. M. Saunders, western salesman- 
ager for Metro, here on a routine 
business checkup from New York. 

Radio Rogues and Gypsy Markoff, 
Latin-American accordionist, open at 
Bal Tabarin tomorrow (14), replac- 
i Harry Richman. 

mard Levenson, writer of the 
‘Fibber McGee’ show, here for a few 
days from Hollywood, greeting old 
friends from the days when San 
Francisco was his home. 








Stunt | 


‘ 


London 


Sir Oswald Stoll left over $400,000. 

Mrs. Jack Hylton trying to form 
new band for vaudeville comeback. 

Arthur Rank has been appointed 
director of the Eagle Star Insurance 

0. 
Harry Roy, a laryngitis victim, had 
to cancel vandeville and broadcast 
dates. 

Derek Roy, discovered by Maurice 
Levy, is now Geraldo’s new crooner. 
He replaced Jackie Hunter. 

Lou Jackson’s father operated on 
for cataract, with doctors hopeful 
sight of one eye will be saved. 

Joe Collins (& Grade), the agent, 
has been elected member of the 
Council of the Agents Association. 

Donald Wolfit is producing a play 
called ‘David Garrick,’ written by 
Constance Cox, a Sussex postmis- 
tress. 

The Billy Revels expecting happy 
event in September, with Billy called 
up to join the Tank Corps at Ket- 
tering. 

Greta Gynt, Norwegian star of 
‘Whitehall Follies.’ wed Army Lieut. 
Anthony Orchard in London re- 
cently. 

Bud Flanagan, Jr., makes his debut 
in films in Lou Jackson’s ‘Three's a 
Crowd,’ which stars Flanagan and 
Allen. 

Sub-lieutenant Jack Macdonnell, 
brother of Flight Lieutenant Leslie 
Macdonnell, the agent, was reported 
missing. 

Jack Henschel, secretary to Agents 
Association, has been discharged 
from the Army. He soldiered in the 
last war. . 

Harry Joseph reopening the Hip- 
podrome, Lewisham, with vaudeville 
June 1. House has been shut since 
London’s last blitz. 

Two young dancers, Elisabeth 
Schooling and Frank Staff, appearing 
in current production of ‘Tales of 
Hoffman,’ wed in London. 

Florence Nash has quit the Anglo- 
American Artistes, Ltd., to become 
general manager for Metronome Mu- 
sic Corps a Geraldo organization. 

Graham Moffat and Moore Mai- 
riott, two film names, developed by 
Gainsborough Films, to tour General 
Theatres Corp. with own vaude unit. 

Diana Beaumont, actress, has pre- 
sented her husband (former pro- 
ducer, now Capt. Gabriel Toyne, 
serving in the East), with a daughter. 

Carroll Gibbons doubling in vaude- 
ville with single act every other 
week. Finds it too difficult to play 
vaude consecutively with his band- 
leading at the Savoy hotel. 

Bernard Delfont has acquired tour- 
ing rights of ‘Rose Marie,’ with Al- 
fred Zeitlin responsible for deal. 





Ephraim, then Tom Arnold, who sold 
them to James Shervill. 

Phyllis Dixon starring in new re- 
vue being preserted by Barry 
O’Brien and Eric Wollheim. Show 
will play 
sticks, with proviso it must reach the 
West End after six-week tryout. 

Flying Officer Richard (‘Stinker’) 
Murdoch, recently on week’s,leave in 
town, arranged show for his unit at 
Norfolk, headed by Tommy Trinder, 
Teddy Brown, Tessie O’Shea and 
bunch of Jack Hylton gals from 
‘Lady Behave.’ 

Jack Hylton’s ‘Jack and Jill’ pan- 
tomime, at the Palace,-folded after 
16 weeks to $16,000, then to Oxford 
for one week. Show could have 
stayed several more months, but Ar- 
thur Askey, the star, was committed 
to do picture for Gainsborough 
Films. 

Seaman Alan Hyman, son of Au- 
brey Hyman, who has been connect- 
ed with many of Charles M. Woolf's 
‘film promotions, married Noreen 
|Gibson recently, inviting over 100 
| people to reception held at the Gar- 
| goyle club, founded here many years 
ago by Fred Astaire. 
| Lou Jackson’s submarine epic, 
| which was to have started shooting 
| April 20 at Riverside Studios, with 
| Frank Richardson and Oswald Mitch- 





{ell to direct jointly, has been held | 


up. Understood Government disap- 
| proved of script and refused to co- 
operate. Script now being doctored 
|to comply with Government request, 
| with entire cast standing ready. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Curly’s nitery held over Hattie 
Noel second week. 

W. A. Steffes due back in town 
after a winter in Florida. 

Charlie Weiner flying to P.R.C 
convention in Los Angeles. 

‘Dumbo’ having belated Twin City 
premiere at St. Paul Orpheum. 

Wife of George Granstom, indie 
exhibitor, recovered from major op- 
eration. 

The Harry Dryer (he's indie ex- 
hibitor) celebrated 30th wedding an- 
niversary. 


| offering children’s play, ‘Alladin and 
His Lamp.’ 

Milton Lipsner added to RKO sales’ 
staff, replacing Joe Loeffler, who re- 
signed to go with Paramount. 

After complete remodeling and re- 


decorating, American, Minnesota 
Amus. Co. local nabe house, has re- 
opened. 





Territory's exhibitors responding 


Rights were orif¥inally held by Lee | 


in London suburbs and | 


University of Minnesota Playhouse | 


| fexces by fall. j 


wholeheartedly to industry appeal 
for cooperation in war aid cam- 
paigns. 

Ending legit roadshow season this 
week with Maurice Evans’ ‘Macbeth,’ 
Lyceum will play Scandinavian films 
weekends. 

P. G. A, sponsored benefit golf 
match between Bob Hope and Bing 
Crosby during ‘Hollywood Victory 
Caravan’ visit here. 

Tony Di Pardo orchestra plus 
Keith Clark, Ricardo and Norma and 
Germaine and Joel into Hotel Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Baires inked Luis Saslavsky as di- 
rector on exclusive contract. 

‘Night of January 16’ (Par) and 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) held unfit for 
minors by censors. 

‘Cruza’ (Half-Breed’) company 
off to Patagonia on location. San 
Miguel Studio pict. 

Nini Marshall’s next for Sono Film 
will be ‘La Mentirosa’ (‘The Liar’). 
Luis C. Amadori will direct. " 

Julio Joly named v.p. of the Sub- 
Committee Cinema Industry desig- 
nated by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Dinner to Sidney S. Horan, man- 
aging director of 20th-Fox Argentina, 
on completion of five years in Ar- 
gentina., 

Paul Goldenberg obtained exclu- 
sive rights for distribution of group 
of French films in South and Central 
America. 

Manuel Pena Rodriguez, former 
film critic of La Nacion, signed by 
Studio San Miguel as associate pro- 
ducer and general adviser. 

United Artists will distribute ‘Mar 
de Plata Ida y Vuelta’ (‘Mar del 
Plata and Return’), directed by San- 
tiago Salviche, with Rosa Rosen, 
Sandra and Florindo Ferrairo, 

Shooting begun on ‘La Novia de los 
Forasteros’ (‘Bride of the Woods- 
men’) at Generalcine. Directed by 
Ber Chiani, with Miguel] Faust Rocha 
and Pepita Serrador in leading roles. 

Cuyo Film Distribuidora set up of- 
fice in Mendoza for distribution of 
nationals and imports in northern 
Argentina zone. Will handle Gene- 
ralcine plus new Chaplin films, Mon- 
itor picts, etc. 





By Leslie H: rris 








Walter Jacobs’ Lord Tarleton hotel 
| will remain open all summer. 

| Paul Panek and Al Butel, WKAT 
| announcers, have been inducted into 
| the service. 

Joe Barton, local baton wielder 
|now at Russian Bear, is getting bill- 
{ing as Jan Bartin. 

| Lt. Commander Edward O’Hare 
|pausing in Miami to catch up on 
| nite life at the Bali. 

T. C, Wisenbacker, WQAM chief 
engineer, on accident list with four 
stitches in his head. 

Officers Candidate School present- 
ing group audition of all talent in 
their ranks this week for local radio 
stations. 

Orville Revell, WKAT sports an- 
nouncer, has joined NBC as assistant 
to Bill Stern in calling races this 
summer. 

Cappella and Patricia, nitery dance 

duo, to the local Chez Paul after six 
weeks at the Royal Paim, which 
closed Saturday (9). 
_Sam_ Barker operator of Five 
O’Clock club here, reported in N. Y. 
for chat with Lee Shubert regarding 
opening of similar boite there. 

Manuel Prado, president of Peru, 
recipient of much radio attention. 
All three stations picked up arrival, 
with WQAM getting him to translate 
into English his initia} remarks in 
Spanish for NBC shortwave, 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 











Carveth Wells lecturing here. 

| Nate Evans’ orch to play for Va- 
riety Club’s spring dance Saturday 
night (16). 

| Little Theatre collabing with 
Junior League on series of ‘Aladdin’ 
kiddie matinees. 

High school French teachers show- 
ing ‘La Marsellaise,’” one of last 
Gallic flickers shot before fall of 
Paris. 

Mallory Chamberlin, music store 
owner and press director for Mem- 
| phis Open Air Theatre, bedded with 
| flu_at Methodist hospital. 
| Boyd Fry due back from vacation 
|at home in Georgia next week. Ar- 
; thur Grooms pinch hitting as Loew’s 
Palace manager in interim. 

Jean Lyon Furbey, former WPA 


| music director four Marshall County 
'in Mississippi, trouping Army camps 
, with USO unit out of Chicago. 
| Jean Olswanger, first summer 
music primadonna in Overton Park's 
| pioneer days back in 1932, a visitor 
| from her present home in Chicago. 
George Sawtelle, Fred Allen win- 
ner from University of Tennessee 
last fall, now doing own 15-minute 
program at 8:45 am. daily over 
WMC. Jill Bishop at the piano. 
| Mrs. David L. Griffith elected 
|Civic Theatre president to succeed 
| Charles G. Morgan for coming sea- 
son. Retiring after two terms, Mor- 
gan expects to be in the armed 


Hollywood 


Ann Sothern divorced Roger Pryor, 


Havold Lloyd recovering from strep 
throat, 


Edgar Rice Burroughs, creator of 
‘Tarzan,’ divorced. 

Del Lord back to work at Colum- 
bia after pneumonia, 


Arthur W. Kelly in town for United 
Artists financial huddles. 


Hy Daab resigned from Para- 
mount’s publicity department. 


Don Barry shoved off for a stage 
tour of Texas and Louisiana. 


Jane Woodworth, film actress, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 


_Errol Flynn to Johns Hopkins hos- 
pital Baltimore, for a check-up. 

Dee Lowrance (Mrs. Herb Drake) 
nursing contusions after a motor 
crash. 

Marguerite Lynn, formerly Dolly 
Loehr, is now Diana Lynn on the 
screen, 

Harry Sherman's daughter, Teddi, 
delayed in her. screen debut by 
measles. 

' Jack Cooper, champion broncho 
buster, seriously injured in a rodeo 
at San Diego. 

Ed Wynn's son, Keenan, making 
his film debut in ‘For Me and My 
Gal’ at Metro. 

John Howard deserting pictures 
temporarily to sing for the Los An- 
geles Civic Opera. 

Raiph Ciark, distribution manager 
for arners in Australia, in town 
for studio huddles. 

Helen Gilbert, stage actress, filed 
bankruptcy petition, listing $3,563 in 
debts and $1,039 in assets. 

Douglas McPhail, film actor, filed 
a bankruptcy petition, listing assets 
at $1,817 and debts at $6,491. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke nursing 
bruised fingers mashed in closing door 
during a fight scene at Universal. 

Oscar Serlin checked in at Warners 
for prep work on the version of 
his stage play, ‘Watch on the Rhine.’ 

Laraine Day, film actress, will 
marry Ray Hendricks, Army fiver, 
ein pid a singer with Ted Fio Rito’s 

nd. 


Robert H. Harris in from New 
York to vacash until June 1, when 
he moves to Del Monte to direct and 
act in strawhats until September. 

William L. Periera resigned as pro- 
duction designer from David O. Selz- 
nick to become assistant regional di- 
rector for the Office of Civilian De- 
fense. 

Harry Sherman, Walt Disney, Leo 
Carrillo, Dick Dickson, Preston Fos- 
ter and Paul Mantz joining Los 
Rancheros Visitadores in their an- 
nual gallop. 

Fred Polangin, formerly with the 
Department of Commerce in Wash- 
ington, joined the staff of Nelson 
Poynter, coordinator of films to aid 
in the war effort. 


Washington 


E. deS. Melcher, former d.e. of the 
Star, is on Army duty here. Now a 
staff sergeant. 

Jules Levey (Mayfair Produc- 
tions) here for two days. Levey was 
one of many executives of the pic- 
ture companies here for conferences 
with the WPB officials. 

All theatre managers, chain, inde- 
pendent, MPTOA and Allied, met at 
a luncheon Monday (11) to get 
things set for the Army and Navy 
collections for the relief funds, 
MPTOA footed the food bill. 

Those in the service of the Army 
and Navy from show business are to 
be accorded full privileges of the 
local Variety Club without having to 
pay dues. This was voted at the last 
meeting of the board of governors. 

Maxine Cook, brought here from 
the N..Y. World-Telegram to do 
drama and pictures for the News, 
has quit. There’s a baby expected. 
Russell Stewart, on the paper with 
various assignments for the past six 
months, takes over. 

Jay Carmody, drama editor of the 
Star, and his bride are on a brief and 
belated honeymoon. Harry Mac- 
Arthur filling in. Incidentally, Mac- 
Arthur’s drama department assisting 
job is now part time due to man- 
power shortage, he serving three 
days weekly in the city room. 

Variety Club is experiencing diffi- 
culties in finding location for a sol- 
dier-sailor canteen along the lines of 
ithe one operating in Manhattan. 
| Club hoped to have it in the lounge. 
|of the RKO Keith theatre, but ex- 
penses of a street entrance to save 
traffic through theatre proper has 
seemingly killed this. 

W. M. Wright, in charge of the 
motion picture branch of the War 
Department, is now a full colonel. 
Wright’s office has the final word on 
cooperation between the War Depart- 
ment and the picture industry when 
it comes to making pictures dealing 
with the service. Jock Lawrence, 
Coast publicity man, is now here 
with Col. Wright. Lawrence is a 
major. 

Night spots are lined up as follows 
currently: Del Rio, Enric Madrizuera 
orch; Carlton’s Cosmos Room. Eddie 
Oliver’s orch; Roosevelt’s Victory 
Room, Ina Ray Huton orch: Lotus 
floor show, Goodrich and Nelson, 
Ruthania and Malcolm, Johnny Coy, 
and Continental Trio; Paul Young’s 
has Jerry and Turk. Murray Woods, 
Lila Barbour, Joan Woods, Atta Blake 
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Wednesday, May 13, 1942 





OBITUARIES 


JOE WEBER 
Joseph M. (Joe) Weber, 74, died 
in Los Angeles Sunde (10), after 
an illness of two months. (Further 
details on Page 2.) 





GRAHAM McNAMEE 
Graham McNamee, 53, veteran 
radio announcer and reporter, died 
May 9 at St. Luke’s hospital, New 
York. He had been ill eight days with 
a streptococcic fever. He is survived 
by his second wife, the former Ann 
Sims. 
Details in the radio section. 





FELIX WEINGARTNER 

Felix Weingartner, 78, notable 
Austrian conductor and composer, 
died in Winterthur, Switzerland, 
May 7. Weingartner, for awhile in 
Nazi favor, had severed all connec- 
tions with them and had made his 
home in Switzerland. 

The maestro-composer first ap- 
peared in America in 1905 as guest 
conductor of the N. Y, Philharmonic. 
In 1906 he led the N. Y. Symphony 
on a tour of principal American 
cities. In 1912 he led a performance 
of ‘Tristan Und Isolde’ with the old 
Boston Opera Co. and continued 
there for several seasons with his 
third wife, Lucille Marcel, a dra- 
matic soprano. He made innumer- 
able recordings of symphonies in 
Europe, many of which were re- 
leased here by Victor. 

Weingartner had studied with W. 
A. Remy at Graz, Austria until 1881, 
and on going to Leipzig came in con- 
tact with Franz Liszt, who aided him 
in getting his first opera, ‘Sakuntala,’ 
produced. He wrote six operas in all, 
none of which attained lasting favor. 
He also wrote a musical trilogy 
called ‘Orestes’ and much in the 
symphonic and lieder field. In 1891 
he was principal conductor at the 
Berlin Royal opera and later the 
Berlin Symphony. Author of poems, 
books on musi¢ and librettos, from 
1927 to 1928 he had headed the con- 
servatory at Basle, Switzerland, and 
from then to 1936 was head of the 
Vienna State Opera. He was mar- 
ried five times. 








TOM FINN 

Tom Finn, old-time circus man 
and later proprietor of a craveling 
show, died at the Troy, N.Y., hospital 
last week. He had been admitted 
the same day for treatment of an 
infected jaw. 

A native and resident of Hoosick 
Falls, N.Y., Finn started in show 
business with the Sautelle circus. 
Later he operated his own tent show. 
At one time he was associated with 
the late James Whitney, of Benning- 
ton, Vt., in a touring minstrel outfit. 
In recent years Finn had traveled 
around to schools entertaining chil- 
dren. 





EDWARD RALPH GOBLE 

Edward Ralph Goble, 60, president 
of Stack-Goble advertising agency, 
died in Chicago May 6 following a 
long illness. 

Goble started in the advertising 
department of the Chicago Inter- 
Ocean and was with several other 
Chicago newspapers, including the 
Record-Herald and the Tribune. For 
a time he was with the Cleveland 
News. In addition to his agency con- 
nection, Goble was a director of the 
Chicago Times. He became presi- 
dent of the agency in 1921. 

Son survives. 





CHARLES McCARTHY 
Timothy F. McCarthy, 84, char- 
acter actor known professionally as 


New Rochelle, N. Y., May 6. She 
had been an actress and singer in 
Broadway musicals over a quarter 
century ago, and in recent years was 
a soprano soloist at churches and 
clubs in New Rochelle. She had also 
appeared on the screen for the 
Thomas A. Edison Co. 

Surviving are her husband, two 
sons and two daughters. 





PROFESSOR STRUCK 
Otto T. Struck, 70, retired magician 
known professionally as Professor 
Struck, died in Sussex, N. J.. May 4. 
He had retired 32 years ago due to 
bad health. Struck once gave a per- 
formance at the White House for 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 
Born in Germany, he started his 
stage career 54 years ago in New- 
ark. Surviving are a widow, son, 
daughter, three brothers and three 
sisters, 





JAMES T. HAGEY 

James T. Hagey, 47, manager of the 
RCA plant since 1937 in Indianap- 
olis, and an executive of the com- 
pany for the past 11 years, died in 
Indianapolis May 9. He had formerly 
been in charge of radio tube manu- 
facturing at the RCA plant in Har- 
rison, N. J. 





SAMUEL B. HOPE 


Samuel B. Hope, 50, for 27 years 
an aerialist with the Ringling Bros. 
circus, died May 10 at St. Joseph’s 
hospital, Memphis. 

At 11, Hope had run away to join 
the circus, stayed with it until 12 
years ago. 

Widow survives. 





BURTON A. OSTERHOUDT 


Burton A. Osterhoudt, 55, one of 
the first men in Albany to write 
copy for radio and an advertising 
specialist there for 30 years, died at 
his home in the capital city May 8, 
after a month’s illness with a heart 
ailment. 

Survived by widow. 





FRANK RIVERS 
Frank Rivers, 67, former treasurer 
and auditor with the Kohl & Castle 
theatre circuit died in Chicago May 
6. He had been retired from show 
business for many years. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





HARRY G. DAVIS 


Harry G. Davis, 52, accountant for 
Monogram Pictures, and formerly 
treasurer of the Rayhart and Arrow 
film companies, died in Teaneck, 
N. J., May 10. 

Widow and two sons survive. 





WILLIAM A. WILLIAMS 
William Albert Williams, 72, char- 
acter actor in films, died May 4 in 

Hollywood after a long illness. 
Surviving is his widow, Daphne 

Darwin, former stage actress. 





EARL R. HINDS 
Earl R. Hinds, 54, motion picture 
cameraman, died May 5 in the 
Veterans Hospital, Sawtelle, Cal., 
after a year’s illness. 





John H. Cashman, 74, father of Ed 
Cashman, director of the Kay Kyser 
radio program, died April 27 at his 
home in Providence, R. I. He was 
a retired engineer for the New 
Haven railroad. Widow and daugh- 
ter also survive. 





Mrs. Louise Brand, 72, mother of 
Harry Brand, 20th-Fox studio pub- 
licity director, and Edward R. Brand, 
superior court judge, died May 8 
in Hollywood following an attack of 





Charles McCarthy, died in N. Y. 
May 8. 
McCarthy had appeared as | 


comedian and actor in shows with| 
George M. Cohan on Broadway, in-| 
cluding ‘Melody of Youth,’ ‘Lady | 
Blarney’ and ‘Eight Bells.’ He de-| 
buted in the 1880's in N. Y. He had| 
also toured the U. S. and Europe as 
well as Australia. 

His second wife, whom he married 
six months ago, survives. 





FORREST WILSON 

Forrest Wilson, 59, who received 
the Pulitzer prize on May 4 for his 
biography of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
entitled ‘Crusader in Carinoline,’ 
died May 9 in Weston, Conn. He had 
been a newspaper reporter, Euro- 
pean correspondent and in 1932 was 
co-author of ‘Blessed Event,’ comedy 
which played Broadway. He .was 
also the author of several other 
books. 

Leaves widow and daughter. 





HELEN PEER 
Mrs. Ralph E. Slayton, 44, known 


pneumonia. 














Dimout Tough 


Continued from page 3 














100% bettér before the dimout. In 
some cases business has been brutal. 
Most theatre managers claim that 
relighting of marquees would help 
business and that the three sides of a 
theatre marquee at street level do 
not constitute a hazard. It is pointed 
out also that picture magazines ar- 
riving from London last month 
showed photos of theatres in the 
beleaguered city lit up like Coney 
Island, except during blackouts when 
enemy planes were abroad. London, 
however, is not a coastal city. 
Dimouts are now enforced by po- 
lice in each precinct, with result that 
in some districts more illumination is 
allowed than in others. Theatre men 
complain, too, that they are paying 
a 10c per square foot annual tax and 





eu the stage as Helen Peer, died in 


a $5 annual tax per marquee, which 


| bicycled out. 


they 1ow cannot fully use for exploi- 
tation purposes. 

Though no complaints have been 
filed with such organizations as the 
N. Y. Chamber of Commerce or the 
Broadway Association, belief is that 
non-theatrical business will eventu- 
ally feel the lag to an extent where a 
re-examination of the dimout prob- 
lem will be sought. If additional il- 
lumination can be afforded without 
creating undue risks, showmen con- 
tend it should be granted by the 
proper authorities. 


On the Other Hand 

An outstanding argument against 
the dimout is the weekend business 
done at the Strand, N. Y., Saturday- 
Sunday (9-10) when a reported $23,- 
000 was grossed on the two days with 
‘In This Our Life’ and the Jimmy 
Dorsey band. In view of the capacity 
of the house this almost means 
crowding ’em into the boiler room 
to wait for seats. 

In the neighborhoods there doesn’t 
appear to be much bother about the 
dimout, with people taking it in 
stride and walking closer to mar- 
quees to see what’s playing at the 
theatres. 

Managerial opinion is that if peo- 
ple are minding the dimout now, not 
appreciably noticed, they’ll get used 
to it the same as sugar rationing and 
other things caused by war. They 
aren’t going to stop patronizing the- 
atres just because the marquee lights 
are out, it is added, anymore than 
they’re going to quit drinking coffee 
because sugar is a problem. 

While New York City is a well-lit 
town, in many cities of fair size as 
well as towns, they have always 
been nearly as dark as nearby woods. 
This goes for situations with popu- 
lations as large as 50,000. 

However, understood that even 
outside of dimout areas where streets 
are not so well lit, people are stay- 
ing off them more because of holdups 
and the like. In various such centers 
near to army camps, women are also 
sticking closer to their homes be- 
cause of the fear of being accosted. 
This has actually become somewhat 
of a problem in certain spots through- 
out the country. 





Santa Monica Dimout 
Hollywood, May 12. 

Coastal dimout now in effect 
along the northern California shore- 
line, is expected soon to be extended 
to cover this area. Theatres in 
Santa Monica, Long Beach and 
other ocean front towns will be hard 
hit as marquees and other exterior 
lighting will be doused so as not to 
silhouette ships against shore illumi- 
nation. 

Eleventh Naval District using as 
yardstick of visibility ‘if from win- 
dow in your home or business estab- 
lishment you can see the ocean, then 
your lights must be dimmed or 
shielded.’ 

It's expected that before many 
more weeks the entire coastline, 
from Canada to Mexico, will be hit 
by dimout order. 











MG’s Office Boy | 


Continued from page 1 











with his younger sister two years 
ago as stowaways on the S.S. Man- 
hattan. He was 15 at the time and 
she 12. 

Series of daring escapades that 
finally got the two kids to this coun- 
try was successful largely because 
of the lad’s quick thinking. Pair 
managed to get to Paris before the 
outbreak of the war, after their 
father had been sent to a concentra- 
tion camp (he’s still there, as far 
as they know) and their mother had 
come to America in the hopes of ar- 
ranging for them to come over later. 

German defeat of France, how- 
ever, had Nazi army boots audible 


| outside Paris without the kids hav- 


ing any word from their mother. 
Day the Germans came into the 
French capital, Ernest and his sister 
When the bikes were 
no longer usable they walked and 
hitched rides on Army trucks, 
finally getting to Lisbon. 

Sneaking on the Manhattan was 
comparatively easy, but their jig was 
almost up when Charlatte, Ernest’s 
sister, became violently seasick 
shortly after the boat left the dock. 
One of the passengers, an American 
newspaperman, meaning to be help- 
ful, asked her where her cabin was, 
She said she couldn’t remember, 
whereupon he took her to his own 
cabin. Ernest was afraid to follow, 
knowing he couldn’t also give the 
‘I don’t remember’ answer when 
asked which was their cabin. 

He couldn’t resist going to see his 
sister, however, and finally ex- 
plained the whole situation to the 
newspaperman. Latter quickly 
agreed to let the kids share his cabin 
and took Ernest to the purser and 





then the captain. Ernest told the 





captain an entirely fabricated story 
that a refugee organization in New 
York had been cabled and was pre- 
pared to pay for his and his sister’s 
passage. That kept Ernest and 
Charlotte out of the brig, at least, 
and inasmuch as there was nothing 
else to do, they were allowed to 
share the cabin of the newspaper- 
man (whose name they don’t even 
know). 

Radiogram had their mother at 
Ellis Island to meet them and, after 
some delay with immigration au- 
thorities, they were admitted. 


Joe Weber 


Continued from page 2 


and later with ‘Alma Where Do You 
Live.’ ‘Climax’ is said to have 
cleaned up $1,000,000. It was a one- 
set show with a cast of four people, 
several companies, too, scoring on the 
road. Older showmen say that the 
‘Climax’ virtually set a vogue that 
others have aimed for ever since— 
low-cost, single-setters. 

Reunions of Weber & Fields were 
occasioned now and then, and one 
such jubilee production was staged 
at the old Broadway theatre, but was 
not the moneymaker’ expected. 
Weber was inactive over a period of 
years, although he maintained an of- 
fice at 39th street and Broadway, the 
afternoons being devoted mostly to 
pinochle games with his brother 
(nicknamed ‘Monk’) and _ other 
cronies. 

Like many other comedians of 
other generations, Weber & Fields 
emanated from New York's lower 
East Side. They appeared in vaude- 
ville and sometimes burlesque, but 
made their reputations on Broad- 
way. Starting in the 1880’s they 
were in and out as a te®m and some 
years later were of the four acts of 
comics billed as Weber & Fields and 
Rogers & Fields. Latter (Joe) was 
Weber’s first partner, then he 
hooked up with one of the Rogers 
Bros. 

Weber, being the smaller of the 
pair, was abused on the stage by 
Fields, whose custom was to choke 
Mike and poke him in the eyes. The 
style of Dutch dialect comics waned 
during the last World War. Some 
of the backing for the Weber & 
Fields shows came from the late 
Leo C. Teller, ticket taker at the 

















Music Hall. Teller later operated 
neighborhood legit houses in 
Brooklyn. 


Like all other vaudevillians they 
always wanted to play the Palace 
and that was their invariable query 
of agents, when there was talk of 
the pair rejoining. Their last ‘ap- 
pearance’ together was in the film 
of the late Lillian Russell's stage 
career, made on the Coast about two 
years ago. Weber’s widow Lily sur- 
vives. They had been wed since 
1897. 





Private Services 


Hollywood, May 12, 
Services for Joe Weber Monday 
(11) were private and cremated re- 
mains placed in a vault in Holly- 
wood Cemetery. 





MARRIAGES 


Audrey Botkin to Gil Stratton, Jr., 
May 8, in New York. Both are in 
‘Best Foot Forward’ cast at the 
Barrymore, N. Y. 

Barbara Lynn to James Roche, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., May 3. Bride’s a 
film player. 

Marion La Barba to Charles Rug- 
gles, in Las Vegas, Nev., May 7. 
Groom is film actor; bride was once 
wife of Fidel La Barba, screen 
writer and former featherweight 
boxing champion. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pfahler, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 1. 
Father is in Walt Disney’s produc- 
tion department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Reeves, son, in 
Morgantown, W. Va., May 7, Father 
is manager of WB Warner. theatre 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Marakas, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 6. 
Father is a member of ‘Daily Va- 
viety’s’ staff; mother was Genie 
Humberstone, formerly with the 
same paper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kelly, daughter, 
in Los Angeles, May 8. Mother is 
Joyce Coles, former legit actress; 
father is freelance publicity man. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ellul, daugh- 
ter, in Detroit, May-4. Father is 
owner of Regal and Empress thea- 
tres, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Cowan, son, May 
8, in Chicago. Father is producer 
of ‘Quiz Kids’ radio program and is 
with the Office of the Coordinator 
of Information. 





Weher and Fields 


Continued from page 2 


mcny as 20 seated around the table. 
Victor Herbert, Marcus Loew, Louis 
Mann, Sam Bernard, David Warfield, 
Sam Harris, George M. Cohan, 
Arthur Hopkins, William Collier, Sr., 
Al Woods and virtually every great 
manager and producer of that era 
made the Weber and Fields table a 
1 o’clock rendezvou.. 

Weber had an iuexhaustible fund 
of yarns. He liked to talk of his 
early years and diffi ties in the 
theatre. And he was particularly 
interested in waving his own style 
of comedy perpetuated. To this end 
he started his brother-in-law, Philip 
Mann, on a theatrical career, with 
routines patterned after his own. 
Mann eventually left the theatre to 
become a lawyer. 


F. D. %. on Dunking 


One of the gags inaugurated at the 
‘open table’ was a rip-roaring con- 
troversy about how far a dunker 
should go. It finully reached a point 
where Weber appealec to Franklin 
D, Roosevelt, then Governor of the 
State of New York, for a decision 
whether it was proper to dunk above 
the second nuckle. F. D. R. handed 
down a compiete and highly satis- 
factory decision. 

Virtually every famous performer 
around the turn of the century and 
later was at one time or another 
starred in Weber and Fields musi- 
cals, including Fay Templeton, De 
Wolf Hopper, David Warfield and 
Anna Held. Alfred Beekman, part- 
ner in House, 3rossman, Vorhaus & 
Hemley, legal counsel and friend of 
Weber’s, recalis that he wrote the 
contract whereby Lillian Russell was 
hired at $1,000 week, the most fabu- 
lous stipend of the time. 

Weber and Fields were among the 
very few American comedians to 
have been exhaustively described in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica because 
of their identification with early slap- 
stick. Many of their most note- 
worthy productions were presented 
at the Weber and Fields Music Hall 
on the northeast corner of Broadway 
and 29th St. The 44th St. theatre 
was also called the Weber & Fields 
44th St. for a couple of seasons. 

The years when Weber and Fields 
were split up were discomforting to 
both comedians. They split up pri- 
marily over differences of opinion 
on operation. Fields was inclined 
to favor the more lavish type of pro- 
duction which Weber felt could not 
be maintained in the 600-seat Musie 
Hall with a $2.50 top, with the 
rapidly increasing salaries for stars 
also to be figured, 

Among the Weber and Fields pro- 
ductions were two Victor Herbert 
operettas, ‘Eileen’ and ‘Only Girl.’ 
Efrem Zimbalist wrote the score for 
‘Honey Dew,’ one of Joe Weber’s 
costliest failures. 

Weber returned from the Coast 
only once during the past five years. 
He came to New York ~ couple of 
years ago for the preem of ‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th), in which Weber and 
Fields had a small but outstanding 
bit, playing themselves. 

Weber died within a year after 
Lew Fields passed away. Both were 
74, 


16G Folk Dance 
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natives of Old 'Aexico, singing games 
by Tennesseans, authentic singing 
miners from the Shenandoah Valley, 
and the Alouette Quartet of Quebec, 
directed by Oscar O’Brien. 

Honors for individual perform- 
ances were tied between W. C. 
Handy, who sang some folk verses 
of ‘Memphis Blues,’ self-accompanied 
on a guitar, and Henry Gaston, a 
white - haired, but golden - voiced 
traditional ballad singer of Spar- 
tansburg, S. C. 

Although the staging was hit-or 
miss, it was an impressive melange 
of the melody and -hythm that com- 
prises America. Irish dances and 
Scottish tunes were interspersed 
with Negro spirituals and Jewish 
folk songs; Lithuanians and lumber- 
jacks vied with members of the 
East Indian group and Italian Folk- 
lore society. 

Tremendous enthusiasm of the 
performers more than offset any im- 
perfections of technique and the 
affair, sponsored by the New York 
Post, undoubt:dly will become an 
annual event. After all, with all tal- 
ent gratis, it ought to be a promoter’s 
dream, 





Herbert Stothart and Mario Cas- 
tel-Neuvo added interpolations to 
Bronislau Kaper’s score for ‘Once 





Upon a Thursday’ at Metro. 











_* 








ewrFrwr * Fae ee e Vee 


ee ww ewewrte ft we . 


SB «+ !# Ome 


or 


is 


es 
1g 


Cy 


i- 


or 
ge 
ne- 
ad 
ed 
sh 
r- 
he 
k- 


he 
n- 
he 
rk 
an 
al- 
r’s 











= * 





Wednesday, May 18, 1942 


VARIETY 











out lapels or trouser cuffs, but with 
ysual measure of gags. 





auhila Lahay, of Chicago Sun; 
aneaies Doran, of Akron Beacon- 
Journal; Paul Kennedy, of Cincinnati 
Post, among radio editors covering 
convention. 





Norman Seigel front-paged an in- 
terview with “ill Paley of CBS in 
Cleveland Press. 





Sam Cook, WFBL, Syracuse, re- 
peated that expert needling routine 
of his at Monday luncheon table. 





Arthur Hull Hayes, WABC, N. Y., 
collecting all convention promotion 
trinklets in sight to bring back home 
for his three youngsters, 





Statler hotel employees say NAB 
event rates as second largest purely 
trade convention in United States 
this spring, taxing assembly rooms. 





Linnea Nelson, J. Walter Thomp- 
gon time buyer, is religiously attend- 
ing every business meeting even 
though this is her fourth conven- 
tion. 


George Crandall, CBS traveling 
press representative, kept busy lin- 
ing up interviews of network offi- 
cials for Cleveland newspapermen. 





Lieut. Col. Ed Kirby, former head 
of NAB publicity, showed up at this 
convention in uniform, which he did 
not do at educatio-.al meet in Colum- 
bia week before. 





H. K. Carpenter, WHK, Cleveland, 
gave dinner Sunday nirht to Mutual 
board and executive staff. 





Victor Sholis, of Clear Channel 
Stations Assn., among observers for 
other organizations at NAB. 





Bob Berger circulating in the 
lobbies. 





WIR, Detroit, distributed coat em- 
blems with American crescent and 
the slogan Radio is Service of Home 
and Country. 





W. B. Lewis sat at right hand of 
Archibald MacLeish during luncheon 
talk, with latter giving Lewis and 
Doug Meservey public recognition 
for their work in Office of Facts and 
Figures. 


Charles R. Hook, President of 
American Rolling Mills, and con- 
sidered ranking industrialist to at- 
tend NAB, was produced for and by 
the listeners activities sideshows, 
causing some eyebrow raising. He 
speaks Wednesday afternoon. 


Frank E. Mason, former NBC v.p. 
now assistant to Secretary of Navy, 
speaks Wednesday afternoon, as does 
Glenn Bannerman, of Canadian 
Broadcasters Assn. 


Cincinnati seems only city making 
active solicitations of next year’s 
convention, proving optimism about 
the war. 


Graves Taylor, former radio publi- 
cist, now a Cleveland industrial re- 
lations expert, aiding Joe Miller in 
handling conventioni news releases. 


Lots of art breaking in local dailies. | 


Everett Revercomb, of NAB Wash- 
ington staff, in charge of satin- 


smocked brigade of girls that handle | 


incoming delegates. 


Albert Dale, NBC Director of In- 
formation, attending his first NAB 
meet. 


Personalities On N.A.B. Front 


Continued from page 28 





tion hotel lobby that much of this 
+usiness had been drifting away in 
recent weeks. 





Father Wagner, of WTAQ, Green 
Bay, Wis., missing from the-conven- 
tion for the first time in years. 
Haydn Evans is covering for the 
outlet. 


Dice games Monday night as- 
sumed big proportions as a wave of 
partying set in. Most of the dele- 
gates were bored by the lack of ex- 
citing issues and the abundance of 
bad news. 


oe 
| McNamee Dies 
Continued from page 


of the most important public cere- 
monies and sporting events of the 
last two decades, he is doubtless re- 
membered best for some of his 
speech mannerisms and several of 
his boners. Among the latter was 
the time he covered the Tourna- 
ment of Roses parade from Pasadena 
and dwelled during his description on 
the beautiful California sunset and 
the exquisite roses from the nearby 
hillsides. McNamee was_ subse- 
quently kidded for years about the 
fact that the roses were shipped by 
freight from the South, but he never 
publicly revealed that he broadcast 
the statements about the California 
roses only at the insistence of the 
local Chamber of Commerce. 

Another McNamee broadcast that 
aroused a storm of discussion was 
his description of the second Jack 
Sharkey-Max Schmeling fight, in 
which Sharkey won the decision, al- 
though the broadcast had given the 
listeners the impression the German 
had won a clear-cut victory. As a 
result of that incident, McNamee 
was no longer used for prizefight 
broadcasts, and blow-by-blow de- 
scriptions were thenceforth made 
strictly impartial. 

Phillips Carlin, now v.p. and pro- 
gram manager of the Blue net- 
work, teamed with McNamee in 
covering many sports events during 
the 1920s. Carlin recalls that after 
a couple of years together, an un- 
spoken feeling of resentment grew 
up between the pair. But one night 
after a long talk together, McNamee 
finally broke down and confessed 
that he was upset because Carlin had 
copied his style of broadcasting. 
Thereupon, Carlin admitted that he 
had been resentful against McNamee 
for the same reason. 

McNamee and Carlin became as- 
sociated as announcers when station 
WEAF, now the key outlet in New 
York for NBC, occupied two small, 
adjoining studios at 195 Broadway, in 
downtown Manhattan. At that time 
one studio would be airing a show 











'for WEAF and the other for station 


WMAF, then operating at South 
Dartmouth, Mass. The programs 
were routed through a panel switch 
in a booth between the studios. 


|Carlin recalls that he and McNamee 


sent about half the programs to the 
wrong station. 

A native of Washington, McNamee 
had studied music before becoming 
an announcer, finally making his 
debut as a singer at Aeolian Hall, 
N. Y., in 1920. He subsequently 
toured extensively as a singer, but 
became an announcer after he was 
out of work and wandered into the 
WEAF studios looking for a job. 

McNamee was the first high-salary 
narrator to be employed by Ameri- 





can newsreels, getting a long-term 
pact with Universal in the early 30s. 
|He was re-signed several times, and 
was the No. 1 newsreel narrator for 
| Universal and on its eastern-made 
| shorts at the time of his death. 

McNamee was married twice. His 


| first marriage, to Josephine Garrett, 


Radio organizations that took visit-|a concert singer, ended in 1932 in 


ing firemen to bageball park were 
obliged to leave at end of fourth 
inning, because visitors had no 
garments to guard them from Lake 
Erie breezes. 4 





Yes, broadcasters play gin rummy, 
too, i. e., T. H. Lynch, of Esty; Ber- 
nard Prockter, of Biow; John Hymes, 
of Lord & Thomas. 





Marjorie Willis, of WTOC, Sa- 
vannah, and Edythe Fern Melrose 
among station women at convention. 





New Orleans was boomed as the 
next convention town. 





Commercial managers crowded the 
Monday afternoon panel on radio ad- 
vertising for department stores, 
after quite a number of them were 
“eard complaining around conven- 


| 


survives. 


divorce. His second wife, Ann Sims, 











CBS Lobbied 


Continued from page 27 


Mutual itself was holding a rump 
parliament at the Cleveland hotel 
Monday afternoon, This Mutual 
meeting unanimously endorsed a 
resolution introduced by Gordon 
Brown, of WSAY, Rochester, com- 
mending Mutual for its alliance with 
Federal Communications Commission 
in the latter‘s fight to dismantle NBC 
and CBS contracts and operating 
policies. At the same session, Fred 
Weber headed off a proposed cen- 
'sure of Mutual for its practice of 
| pulling out network programs from 
local stations involved in disputes 








with the Musicians Union. Weber 
contended that the NAB’s labor re- 
lations committee, should be blamed 
for this situation in the trade. 


Kaye Sees ‘New Era’ 


The National Assn. of Broad- 
casters meeting this afternoon 
(Tuesday) attracted only about 90 
persons. Sidney Kaye, BMI presi- 
dent, called the empty seats and the 
presence of John Paine, “ASCAP gen- 
eral manager, two symbols of the 
new era in radio music. Carl 
Haverlin and Merritt Tompkins, 
BMI executives, gave resumes of the 
present position of their orgariza- 
tion. 

Kaye devoted much of his talk to 
an explanation of ‘payolas.’ Mak- 
ing the statement that BMI never 
indulged in payolas, he. suggested 
that music publisher competitors of 
BMI exercise an unfair advantage in 
this connection. 

Paine concentrated most of his 
talk on the new program building 
advice provided by ASCAP for local 
stations so they can sell ASCAP 
music to advertisers at a profit. He 
revealed that ASCAP now has con- 
tracts with 635 commercial stations. 
But of this total, 102 are on a per- 
program basis and in some cases 
take only sustaining licenses, . he 
said. 

Meeting was mild, with no par- 
ticular animosity evident. 





Art Klein’s Tryout 


Arthur Klein will try out ‘One 
Man’s Holiday,’ a June possibility on 
Broadway. Script, which has been 
around for some time, is said to have 
attracted the interest of picture 
people. 


VETTES SSEESEOOS 
Circus Review 


COLE BROS. CIRCUS 


Anderson, Ind., April 30. 


Six Wallabies, Herbert Castle, Jean 
Allex, Flying Thrillers (6), Reif- 
fenach Troupe+s(6), Clarence Bruce, 
Rich Sisters (2), Senor Juan Lobo, 
DeMaro Troupe (4), Miss Lucy & 
Ernestine Clark. 


In the throes of launching a 
lengthy summer tour, Cole Bros, cir- 
cus docked here Thursday (30) for 
two performances and proved a 
strong crowd-pleaser, although fail- 
ing to pull anything sensational out 
of the sawdust. Lack of any kind of 
individual name draw is bound to 
impede the trick’s success in the 
larger centers, but the majority of 
acts presented are solid enough to 
win favor once patrons have heen 
tied in their seats. This year’s edi- 
tion embodies nothing radically new 
—in fact most of this vear’s acts ap- 
peared here verbatim last spring. 
Altogether, it’s a well-rounded show 
—perhaps a little heavy on the horse 
stuff and completely devoid of lion. 


Show already has its transporta- 
tion diffculties, train having been 
sidetracked several times to let army 
supplies and troops take precedence 
in the timetables. 


Dearth of names forces the show 
to lay heavy stress upon a ‘Sapa- 
Inca’ pageant, reenacting an heroic 
tale of a South American Indian 
chief. Turns out to be nothing more 
nor less than the old fashioned walk- 
around, with only a few tribal head- 


dresses here and there to point the | 


theme. 


Standard turns whose _ perform- 
ances please include Hubert Castle 
in his w.k. drunk slack wire stint; 
Jean Allen and aides in an okay 
elephant ballet, the Reiffenach 
Troupe, with Clarence’ Bruce, 
equestrians; Miss Allen and other 
femme riders with highschool jump- 
ing horses; the Australian Wallabies, 
tumbling acrobats; a score of liberty 
horses and the Six Flying Thrillers, 
an average flying return act. 


Bills Next Week 








Maxine Lewis 

Paul Neighbore Or: 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 
Bob Murphy 

Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 


Little Troc 


Diana Del Rio 
Roseann Stevens 
Billy Barnett “re 


Macambe Cafe 


Volero Sisters 

Felix Martinique 
Palladium 

Harry James Ore 


Seven Seas 


Chief Sautini 
Malua 
Nohealani 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Stanley Wheeler 


Club Bali 


Van Kirk 

Tanya Tamara 

Simpsons 

Baliettes (8) 

Tommy Nunez Orc 

Earle Hanson Orc 
Den Lanning's 

Roberta Sherwood 

Marie Lewis 

Leuie Hatch Ore 

Five o’Clock Club 

Cy Landry 

Vicki George 

Set Green 

Mort Dennis Ore 


Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Bex) 
Brook's 2 
Jackie Small 
George Kelly 
Shay Vincent 
Bob Green 
Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spaulding 3 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes (6) 
Les Robinson Orc 
Kitt U 


y 6 
Willie Shore 
Rhoda Chase 
Robinson & Martin 
Ray Vaughn 
Silvers Orc 


Club Ball 


Los Caballeros 
Red Rogers 
Balllovelies 
Lauretta & Chymas 
Mary Jane Brown 
Helen Kane 

Nino Bianes 

Penny Davis 

Alan. Fielding Ore 


Ben Franklins 
Jose & Marquita 
Monta Monteria 
Vincent Calendo 
Marcia Vallee 
Pancho Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
Carlotta Smith 
Diane Gould 
Smythe 

Cadillac Tavern 
The Castelinas 
Shades of Blue (3) 
Henrique & And's 
Bunny LeRoy 
Ray O'Day 
Bobby Evans 
Bill Romahe 

Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Mona Windell 
Le Shones 
Joan Williams 





Ricordi 

Larry Daniels 
College in» 

Joyettes 


Doris Fields 
Ruth Templeton 
| Toni Sorrell 
Scary Gavin 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Oro 





Di Pintos 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Leonard Cooke 
Marie Latell 
The Clrallos 


6 Suzettes 
| Eddie King Ore 


Embassy 
Billy Hey 
Beatrice 
Cyrel Rodney 
Patricia Halli 
Geo Clifford 
Teddy Holiday 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & Barry 
Frakson 
Carmen D' Antonio 
Betty Allen 
Peggy Loeb 
| Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 





Trampoline work is handled by the| Terry Sis Ore 
DeMaro Troupe (4). Really out-| Eddie De Luca Ore 
standing are the Rich Sisters, aerial | Jam Session 
| workers. Marlyn Rich does gym- na Lg + ng 
| nastic twirls on suspended rope, fol- |Teddy Walters 
lowed later by Betty Rich, who WowWS | gopuins’Rathskelle: 
heey in trapeze acrobatics without 8) Grace Bawards 
net. Pat Bernard's 8 D 

Clowns are somewhat weak. Cole} Little Joe & Tiny Lo 
Bros.’ mainstay, Otto Griebling, is alee 7 
back again. Others work for fairish| pave Gold ore 
returns. Flash Lane 





Most of the remaining acts just fill 
the bili. Those which are holdovers 
haven’t changed much since the last 
lamp and probably don’t need to. A 
solid novelty is a boxing bout be- 
tween horses in the center ring. 
Good child pleaser. 

Senor Juan Lobo, billed as Mex- 
ico’s cowboy idol, is saved for the 
aftershow, but won't lure many into 
the overtime by merely doffing his 
sombrero twice during the main 
event. Also interesting to note that 
the wrestling match has been re- 
vived this year for the afterpiece. 
Cole’s current grappling champ is 
‘Whitey’ Govro, | 

Business here exceeded estimates 
of advance men, with perfect 
weather aiding. Werk. 


Lawler’s Swing Bar 
Jimmy Allen 
Isabelle Daniels 
Wendell Mason 

3 Keys 


Lexingten Casino 
Hep Cats (6) 
Daisy Mae 


Sid Golden 

Diana 

Ralph Lewis 

Paul Kane 

Johny Carus 

Margie Barlow 

Campus Co-Eds 

Garvin Buscheli 0 
Lido Venice 


4 Brunettes 

Dawn Lovely 

Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Ann Howard 





Cleo Barr 
‘ Bines 
Richards & ( 


Eddie Le Baron Ore 








Charlie Openuit 
Slapsy Maxies 

Benny Lessy 

Jackie Gleason 

Billy Reed 

May Williams 

Patt! Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Joe Plumer Ore 


Streets of Paris 


Art Tatum 
Chas Evans 
Wingy Manone Ore 


Swannee Inn 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Eddie Beal 
Loumel Morgan 3 


Trianon 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Trouville 
Joe Turner 
Billy Holiday 
Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Mother Kelly’s 
Jack Eby Ore 
Not Club 
Toni McCrea 
Ollie Bugbee 
Chuck Wilson 
Geo Crause 
Bob Hauser Ore 
Royal Palm 
(Bamboo Room) 
Capelle & Patricia 
Walter Jahn 
DeCastro Danc 
Antonio & Aleida 
Frank Stanley Orc 


600 Club 


Paul Mall 
Hal Lane ure 
Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Roem) 
Terry Lynn 
Andre Villon 
Freda Sullivan 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Orc 
Winnie’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehiii 
Patricia Parker 
Margie Mahar 
Marie Stanley 
Crawford Adams 
Carmel DeVoe 
House Line 6 


PHILADELPHIA 


Margo Good 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Vivian Frances 


Lou's Chaneellor Bar 


Susan Lange 

Ernie Swan 

Curt Weiler 4 

Ronnie Thompson 

Mayos 

Rhythmaires 

Lenny Peyton 
Mi Tavern 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Anita Thoma 

Princes Wee-Wee 

Sally Foy 

Joe Lonegan 

Margie March 

Barbara Joan 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Bon-Bon Buddies 

Kenny Shaffer (3) 

Dick Wade 

Gloria Mann 

Murray Rhythm Ba: 

Fay Ray 

lillian Bishop 

Ber! Booker 

Ruth McLinden 

Mary Love 

Roni Carr 

Dotty King Ore 


Nell Dieghan’s 
Gene Stockwell 


Walter Behr 

Bert St. Claire 
O'Connor Twins 
3 Gay Blades 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Fatlis Tavern 
Music Hall Gis (3) 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Orc 
Al Blank 

Open Door Cafe 
Johuny Cahill 


Margie Drummond 
Babe Cummings 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 


Jewell Elia 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Klatss Ore 
Old Mill ton 
Moss Sis 
Joe Ritchie 
Juddy Lee 
Bob Tolley 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Frankie Schluth 
Wade & Wade 
Sophisticates (3) 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes 
Gloria French 
Karll 
Kaye & Grey 
Ritz Caritor 
Howard Lanin Ore 


Roman Grille 


Princesa Chang-Lee 

Warren Durkin 

Billy Kelly 

Jack Yson Ore 

Gloria Dale 
Rendezvous 


(Hotel Senator) 
Don Davis 
4 Kings & A Queen 


River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafo 

Johnny Friseo 

Norma Norton 

Eddie Howard 

Sheila Starr 

3 King’s Rhythm 

Silver Lake inp 

Col Geo Reed 

Leonardos 

Dolores Laurell 

Alice Lucey 

Jaek Herman 

Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 

Cy White 

Bella Belmont 


Continued from page 49 





Carney Sis Marjorie Hyams 

| Sun Ray Gardens | Harry McKay 

| Kitty Aelming Ore Venice Grill 
Music Hall Gle (3) | wick varalle: Ore 
Marie & Lillian "Tom & Jerry Stone 
* Blank Eleanne Landy 
eatrice & Danny | maith Delaney 


Agnes Willis , 
Peggy Dwan 

69th St. Rathskel : 

Jackie Lee ie Warwick Hotel 

Babe La Tour Roy Morton Ore 


Margie Spear Weber’s Hof Bras 


Gypsy Nina 


Diane Cooper Camden 
Valdez & Peggy Bill Bilger 
Tony Rennett Ore Gili-Gili 

Swan Club St Clair & Durand 


Rill Sheridan 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Fred Lane 
Grace Collins 
Dotty Brennan 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Duke McHale 
Mary Wood (3) 
Lee Behn 
Marty Bohn 
20th Century 
Sally La Marr 


PITTSBURGH 


3 Dolls 

Temple City (4) 
Julies Flaeco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 


Yacht Cleb 


Danny Montgomery 
Katherine King 
Esquire Gis 

Pepper Garat 
Jeanette Dare 
Victor Nelson Ore 





Ariington Ledge Kenny wood Park 
Phil Caveeza Ore ee a Ore 
ne —— Fanchon & Fanch's 

? 4 Merry -Go-Reund 
Balconades Ruse Montcalm 


Red Farmer Ore 
Elaine 

Bill Green's 
Johnny Metiee Ore 
Lynne Richards 
Alan Gerard 


Dee Peterson Ore 
New Hillerest 
Ray Englert 
Connie Gregg 
Marty Schramm QO 


3 M's Nixen Cate 
Blue Ridge inn Al Marisco Ore 
Serenaders Bob Carter 


Harris & Shore 
Kay Vernon 
Masters & Scheer 
Yvette Vernon 


A & M Brooks 
Coay Harris 
Cornell Cooper 


Boogie-Woogie Club 


Ali B ks Ore ™ . 
ce rooKs # 
Maxie Simon Ted Blake 


Buddy Blaine 
Racehorse Williams Orchard Inno 


7 Bob Lazar Ore 
Club Petite Daie Spohrer 
Piccolo Pete Ore Onsis 
Patti Gene 
Jimmy Zummo Billy Yates Ore 
Lee Carter Tay Boy 
A & C Roebucker Pines 


Cork aud Bottle 
Nelson Mapies 


Don Rutter 
Bill. LeRoy Ore 


Colonial Squirrel Coop 
Art Farrar Ore Tiny Miller 
Eddie Peyton's Dale Harkness 


Eddie Peyton Hddie Miller 


Marion Muller Billy Sloan 
Minna Mandell Dick Broskey 
tienny Clark Gre Trelon 
51 Club Raiph Springer Ore 

Lyda Rodnok Yaeht Club 
a ee H Middleman Ore 
Pat McCauley ’ 

Hotel Fort nn Barrett 


Leu Foreman 
Rey. English 
Keith Clark 


Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton . 

Jessie Wheatley Shirley’ Haller — 


Dorothy Matthews George Welles Ore 
Escorts : Henrietta 
(Gay 90's) Bill Clydesdale 

Porothy Nesbitt Howard Foiling 
Hotel 7th Avenue Union Grill 
Harry Bigley Sammy Waiters 
Escorts Frank Natale 
Hotel Reosevelt Mike Sandreito 
Joe Vera Villa Madrid 
Sam Bari Etz! Covate Ore 
Joe Petrose)li Mark Lane 
John Bonguidl Irene Vermillion 

Hotei Schenley Kay La Verne 3 
Billy Hinds Ore Michael Strange 


Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 


Carol Crane 
Curtis & Ciaire 


Edith Caldwell Broadway Debs 
(Chatterbox) Vietory Leunge 

Chick Floyd Ore Joey Reynolds 

Edith Caldwell Freddy Rose 


(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 


Joe Allen 
Eddie Polo 


Radio Spieler 


|= Continued from page 35=—eem 



































Canteen to give weekly benefits for 
the place? 

The nub of the matter, I have been 
told, is that entertainers can do the 
most good by entertaining. Surely, 
it is said, Mr. Lunt by his acting 
could earn many tires $5 a night, 
the top cost of a dishwashing or gar- 
bage-emptying substitute at the Can- 
teen. 

A majority of the soldiers, sailors 
and marines visiting the Canteen are 
lapt to be unimpressed by the fact 
bee: noted persons empty the gar- 
|bege and serve the doughnuts. The 
| important thing, it is argued, is that 
| the doughnuts be served—efficiently. 
| 





Let there be no misunderstanding: 
I have heard nothing but praise for 
|the performers who perform at the 
|Canteen, but the unnecessary use of 
| stellar talent in the commissary and 
| sanitation departments has been de- 
cried as ‘stupidly wasteful.’ What's 
the answer? 

Dick Gilbert, 
(WHN, N. Y., Announcer). 





‘Sweethearts’ Memphis Opener 
Memphis, May 12. 
Memphis Open-Air Theatre’s an- 
nual outdoor summer musical sea- 
son will open July 6, with Victor 
Herbert’s ‘Sweethearts.’ Leads in 
the first show will be sung by Erie 
Mattson, tenor, and Ethel Taylor, 
sopranq, 
Mattson is also under contract for 


three other MOAT productions, 
‘Irene,’ “The Red Mill’ and ‘Madame 





Arnold & Lamont 





Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerric 
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eran’ Miss Taylor will do the 
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JARIETY Wednesday, May 13, 1942 
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WATCH HOUT! 


She can cut a rug...she’s hep to 
the jive...and how she drives the 
boys wild! Shirley’s the smooth, 
snazzy, sensational Queen of the 
’Teens...in the brightest hit she’s 
ever been inl 


~ 





EDWARD SMALL oresents 


SHIRLEY Tem PLE. 
‘Miss Ane Rooney 





neki’ ARAN KIBBEE - MOORE 
UNITED ARTISTS“ _ w@a yatta cia 
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This is a reproduction of an ad appearing in LIFE, In addition, 
_there’s an eye-catching catty-corner double spread set for 
LOOK. Shirley’s first grown-up picture is so big, so impor- 
tant that Edward Small is telling 25,000,000 people about it in 


this great national magazine campaign timed perfectly to 








oe : oe ; ; : oe ee / The Greatest Tie-up In History—Join 15,000 Theatres 
SS si = j in Selling War Savings Bonds And Stamps. 
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